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Ast January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wan Kuo-pén is appointed to the 

Brigadier-Generalship of the Nanao Cir- 
cuit, Kuangtung. 
’ {Note—This post was held by Liu Yung-fu 
the celebrated Black Flag chief of Tongking 
immediately after the Franco-Chinese war 
up to the present moment. Although 
ordered to go to Formosa previously to 
its session to Japan, Liu did not resign 
his former post. ‘The above appointment 
is therefore significant, meaning that 
Liu has been dismissed from the service. 
—Translator.} 

(2) Ch‘ung Kuang who has been for the 
Chinese year just closing, in addition to his 
other duties, acting Left or Senior Vice 
Commissioner of the Peking Octroi, Chung- 
wen gate, reports that although he has been 
able to collect the prescribed annual amount 
of taxes in this department, he regrets 
that the surplus tax has not reached the 
prescribed sum fixed by a former Imperial 
edict and prays for our gracious pardon in 
the matter. We now command the Board 
of Revenue to deliberate upon the course 
that should be pursued by us in this case. 

(3) In the case of Kang Yi who has been 
acting for the (Chinese) year just closing 
as Right or Junior Vice Commissioner of 
Octroi at the same gate above named, he 
states that both the regular as well as 
“surplus” taxes in his department during 
the year have reached the limit prescrib- 
ed by edict, but that as he came into 
office to take up the unexpired term of his 
predecessor (dismissed for allowing his 
underlings to defraud the revenue.—Trans- 
lator) both the regular and surplus taxes 
for the interval noted above did not come 
up to the prescribed sum aud he therefore 
prays for the Imperial instructions. Let 
the Board concerned report thereon. 

(4) Sung An is appointed acting Director 
of the Imperial Stud (Master of the Horse.) 

(Note.—In ancient times when war 
chariots were in vogue, in addition to the 
regular charivteer, also an officer of high 
military rank and a trusty servant, it was 


the duty of the Master of the Horse to bein 
the same war chariot as his Imperial master 
and to control the evolutions of the Imperial 
chariot in time of battle. He also held 
the broad shield which protected his prince 
from the shafts of the enemy.—7ranslator.] 

(5) With the appoach of the winter time 
although the Imperial prefecture has been 
favoured with some snow the fall has not 
come up to the limit which ia required 
to enrich the soil for the husbandman’s 
crops during the ensuing summer. The 
winter solstice has come and gone and yet 
there does not seem to be any indication 
of a good snowfall, whereby our Imperial 
anxiety is increased for the welfare of our 
humble subjects. We consider it necessary, 
therefore, that we should personally in- 
voke the aid of the gods in all sincerity 
and self-deprecation for our past faults. 
We therefore appoint the 3rd instant as 
the day when we shall ourselvs proceed to 
pray before the altar of the Most High 
and beseech the help of High Heaven to 
grant our prayer for snow. 

(6) We also command Prince Tsai Lien 
to worship at the Temple of the Seasons. 

(7) Prince Tsai Ying shall worship at the 
Temple of the Manifestation. 

(8) Prince Tsai Shu shall worship at the 
Temple.of Righteousness and 

(9) Prince Tsai Yitu shall worship at the 
Temple of Consolidated Harmony ; all the 
above named ceremonies to take place on 
the same day by the said Princes of the 
3rd Order, on our behalf, 


THE YUNGTING RIVER TAOTAISHIP OF CHIHLI. 


Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, 
reports that Ch‘en Ching-ize, the newly 
appointed Tavotai of the Yungting River 
Circuit, has already left his former post of 
Taotai of the Chenting Circuit, Chibli, and 
has reported himself to memorialist as 
ready to take up his new duties. As the 
post of the above-named Taotaiship is at 
North T‘ungchou and is of special impor- 
tance as being so near the Imperial capital 
as well as having control over the Grand 
Canal in that vicinity, memorialist con- 
siders it of the utmost importance that the 


said Taotai should go at once to T‘ungchon 
and relieve his substitute. Ch‘en Ch‘ing- 
tze has therefore been ordered to proceed 
immediately to his p-st and all formalities 
in connection with the above have been 
dispensed with by special instructions from 
memorialist in order that no time may be 
lost.—Rescript: Noted. 
2nd January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Liu K‘un-yi is ordered to return to 
his post of Viceroy of the Liangkiang 
provinces (Kiangsu, Anhui, and Kiangsi), 
and Chang Chih-tung is therefore com- 
manded to render up his present seals as 
acting Viceroy to the said Liu K‘un-yi 
and then return to his old post at Wuchang 
as Viceroy of the Hukuang. 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial administra- 
tions. [Amongst these occurs the name of 
Ch‘ung Chiin (Manchu), ex-prefect of Kiu- 
kiang, who was placed under surveillance 
recently, presumably owing to certain for- 
eign complications iu that port. This per- 
son is ordered to be ready to go to some 
other provincial administration and not 
serve on the list of expectant ofticiale in 
the capital.—Translator.] 

(3) Jung Lung is appointed Lieutenant- 
General of the Bord-red Yellow Hanchiin 
(Chinese) Banner Organisation. 

(4) On a former occasion the Police Cen- 
sor Wen Po denounced K‘uei Mou, an 
Imperial Clansman, for contempt of Court 
and creating a disturbance in the hall of 
justice of the memuorialist’s yamén. We 
accordingly ordered the said clansman to 
be primarily divested of the official button 
which as a member of the Imperial C an 
he was entitled to wear, and then turned 
over 'o the Board of Punishments who 
were to try his case in cojunction with 
the Imperial Clan Court. The r-port of 
the above-named two b dies in respect to 
the case of this person is new befure us 
in which it is atated that K‘uei Mou had 
been guilty of litigious conduct, that the 
case which he brought before the tribunal 
of the denouncing Censor had no connec- 
tion with his own affairs at all; and 
that when the said Censor declined to 
interfere in the matter and returned his 
petition the said clansman was determined 
to force a trial. Finally, when the 
said Censor in deference to the complain- 
ant’s wish did hold an enquiry the 
judgment did not suit the latter, where- 
upon he created a great disturbance 
showing by this contenipt for the laws and 
che solemnity of the court and a crafty and 
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pugnacious nature. We therefore concur 
with the sentence decreed by the joint 
tribunal named above that K‘uei Mou be 
punished by the infliction of a castigation 
with a ferule and perpetual imprisonment. 
As to the recommendation that the 
prisoner's clan button be returned to 
him, we consider that he does not 
deserve this privilege owing to the gravity 
of his offence—an offence which in the 
case of any one outside the Imperial 
Clanship would have been visited with 
banishment at the very least. The 
Imperial clan button is therefore denied 
to the said K‘uei Mou. 

Note.—This is equivalent to expulsion 
from the clan as it reduces the prisoner to 
the level of acommoncriminal.—T: anslator. 

(5) Huai T‘a-pu, President of the Board 
of Rites, reports once more that the 
number of sacrificial oxen required to be 
always on hand at the cattle pens of the 
memorialist's Board has not, so far, been 
brought up to the prescribed limit; heuce 
it is apprehended that the worship of the 
Imperial Court may suffer in consequence, 
e'c. Both inthe months of April and July 
last the said memorialist complained of 
the same matter, and this is the third 
time he has alluded to the subject. He also 
states that it has all along been owing to 
the malpractices of the underlings of the 
sub-prefects and district magistrates of the 
Imperial prefecture whose duty it is to sup- 
ply the oxen ahove noted, tht the cattle 
pens of the Board of Rites are, relatively 
speaking, almost empty, etc. Now as the 
matter of animals required for sucrificial 
worship is one of great importance it is 
most improper that the shortage now com- 
plained of should be due to the malpractice 
of yamén underlings and scribes. We 
therefore command that the Governor of 
Peking (Imperial prefecture of Shuntienfu) 
be ordered to rectify matters by granting 
the sub-prefects and district mayistrates 
who have to provide sacrificial oxen 4 
certain limit of time to make up the regular 
number in the said cattle pens, failing which 
punishment shall be meted out to the said 
officials. Furthermore we command that 
an enquiry be made of the guilty yuemén 
underlings and that their names be sent 
up to us for determination of condign 
punishment for their crafty ennduct. 

(6) Chin Sing is appointed, in addition 
to his own duties, acting commandant of 
the Peking Gendarmerie. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 
Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang Kiang 
proviuces and Generalissimo of the Imperia} 


Jan. 2—4.] 


armiea at Shauhaikuan and North Kin- 
‘chou, has arrived from ‘Jientsin and was 
granted an audience by his Majesty this 
morning in the Grand Council Chamber. 


3rd January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) In the package of memorials received 
this morning from Ch‘en Pao-chen, Gover- 
nor of Hunan, the usual memorial asking 
after the Imperial healths of Their Majesties 
the Emperor, the Empress Dowager, and 
Empress, was absent, which isa grave dere- 
liction of etiquette. In punishment thereof 
let Ch‘en Pao-chen be handed to the Board 
-of Civil App intments for the determination 
of an appropriate penalty. 

(2) Chou Fang-ming is appointed Bri- 
gadier-General of the Hanyang Circuit of 
Hupeh. 

(3) Pin Ju is appointed prefect of 
‘Ch‘engchou, Hunan. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty has signified it to be his 
intention to proceed t:-morrow morning, 
after the transaction of State affairs, to the 
Southern Lake Palaces to pay obeisance to 
H. £. M. the Empress Dowager, after which 
his Majesty will return to Peking. 


THE EX-GOVERNOR JEN TAO-JUNG. 


Chao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiangsu, re- 
ports the approaching departure from his 
native city of Suechow of Jén Tao-jung, 
ex-Governor of Shantung, afterwards de- 
graded to the post of Provincial Treasurer 
of Chékiang, for Peking in obedience to an 
Imperial command of the 27th of October 
last. When Jéa Tao-jung received the 
command to go up to the capital to await 
appointment, he came and called upon the 
memorialist and declared that although he 
had served the Throne for about thirty 
years he felt that he had not been able to 
prove his gratitude to his sovereign for his 
‘gracious bounty which had promoted him 
from that of a prefect successively up to 
that of a Governor of an important pro- 
vince. When degraded from his Governor- 
ship of Shantung in 1884 owing to the 
‘denunciations of the Hanlin Liu Kuo-chu, 
he immediately started for his new post as 
‘Treasurer of Chékiang, but shortly after- 
wards was compelled toretire into mourning 
for his parent He declares that since his 
retirement during the past dozen or thirteen 
yexrs he has strictly confined himself to 
his home in Soochow carefully refraining 
from interfering with official affairs ; but 
yet hoping some day to further prove his 
devotion to the dynasty by future deeds of 
loyalty. Although so long retired his health 


has so far been good, but he has suffered 
complaints in the legs so that he finds 
difficulty in walking about, His anxiety, 
however, to prove his loyalty and gratitude 
to the Throne makes him glad to return to 
active life again, and he now reports to 
memorialist that he intends to start at 
once by the overland route vid Chinkiang 
to Tientsin and then to the capital in 
order to prostrate himself at the gates of 
the Imperial Palace.—Rescript: Noted. 


4th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Liao Shou-féng, Governor of Ché- 
kiang, begs to recommend to our favourable 
notice Ch‘en Mo, district magistrate of 
Shangyuan, Kiangsu, the 3rd-class ex- 
pectant magistrate Lo Chen-chiin, and Yuan 
Hsien, district Supervisor of Public In- 
struction (expectant class), who, in the 
opinion of memorialist, are all men of 
high literary aud adminis'rative talents 
fit for posts of trust, etc. Let the 
Governors of Kiangsu and Hunan—the 
native provinces of the officers above con- 
cerned--grant passports to Liao Shou- 
fény’s protégés to come for an audience 
before us. 

(2) Wan Pri-ying is appointed Tantai of 
the Ta-shun-kuang Intendancy of Chihli. 

(3) The following naval and military 
officers have been denounced by Fu Jun, 
Governor of Anhui, requesting severe 
punishments in the case of the delinquents 
as a prohibitive warning to both services. 
The said Governor charges Hsit shih-chung, 
Admiral of the Huai river fleet, of criminal 
negligence in the discipline and adminis- 
tration of the gunboats under him and also 
of being in the habit of delaying the 
payment of the wagys of his men for the 
benefit of his private purse. Of the 
principal charges against Wang Tsai-shan 
and Li Kuei-piao, Colonels Commanding 
two regiments of foreign drilled-cavalry 
under the orders of the provincial govern- 
ment of Anhui, it is said that it had 
transpired that when the regiments noted 
above were sent back to Anhui from Shan- 
haikuan, to which latter place they had been 
sent in conjunction with other troops to 
defend Peking from the invader, the ac- 
cused Colonels made no effort to maintain 
order and discipline on the marches to and 
from Shanhaikuan so that the inhabitants 
of the villages en route suffered a good 
deal from the unrestrained license of the 
troopers. Furthermore that when the 
regiments concerned arrived at the garrison 
towns to which they belonged it was found, 
upon investigation being made, that the 


regiments were under-inanned and a large 
number of war horses were missing. This 
¢learly shows the kind of men the accused 
are and the jury they would do to both 
arms of the service if permitted to retain 
their commands. Although the said Go- 
vernor recommends that Osii Shih-chung 
should be degraded from the rank of Admi- 
ral to that of captain as a warning to be- 
have better in the future, this in our opinion 
is too lenient a sentence and we therefore 
command that he be cashiered and dismis- 
sed from the service—a sentence which 
also applies to the two Colouels denounced 
above. 

(2) Ju Ké, Police Censor of the Southern 
Ward of Peking, and his colleagues have 
presented to us in obedience to the recom- 
mendation of the Boards the revised list of 
deserving officials and gentry who had been 
recommended for promotion for energy 
and diligence in effecting the capture of a 
number of notorious brigands who had 
been infesting the metropolitan prefecture. 
The said list is now ordered to be sent to 
the Boards concerned for further consider- 
ation. 


RECOMMENDING PROMOTIONS TO CONTRIBU- 
TORS TOWARDS THE CHIHLI FAMINE FUND. 


Wang Wén-shao Viceroy of Chihli, re- 
ports that in 1894, his predecessor Li 
Hung-chang received the sanction of the 
Throne to allow special facilities for the 
purchase of ofticial rank, the money accruing 
therefrom to be made into a famine fund 
for the relief of the sufferers from inunda- 
tion or drought in the province of Chihli 
and the Imperial prefecture of Shuntienfu. 
Memorialist is now in receipt of the ac- 
counts of certain provinces for the past 
twenty-four months (1894-95) in the above 
connection which in round numbers show 


as follows :— 
Contributed Ts. 


Kuangtung.........c.cseeeeererees 1,010,000 
Kuangsi .....0cceccerserecesecenece 210,000 
Ch&kiang ...seccccssessseceneeene 289,000 
Fukien ......... i ivaeiedaesasecasss 


The Yellow River Adminis- 
tration 


Total.....:......2,430,000 


All the above have been received at 
different times, during the two years 
under review, by the Tientsin Famine 
Relief Bureau instituted for the purpose 
by memorialist’s predecessor in office, and 
the accounts have been duly verified by 
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memorialist. He therefore considers that 
the patriotism and benevoletce of the con- 
tributors of che above sums are worthy of 
special commenlation at the hands of his. 
Majesty and that the Imperial consent 
be granted for the presentation of official 
ranks and promotion. to the contributors, 
a list of whom is hereto appended.— 
Rescript: Referred to the Boards of Civil 
Appointmen's, War, and Revenue. 

Note :—The actual sum received ag 
above described is stated to have amounted 
to nearer Tls. 2,600,000 than the ‘‘ round 
numbers” given in the memorial. Fur- 
thermore two-thirds went to fill the much 
depleted Peiyang military exchequer as 
was reported to the Throne at the time.— 
Translator, 


5th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Shou Ying’s report of the case: 
of suicide of the Mongol chief, Chu 
Lung-4, is now before us. He states 
that Yung Kuang, Superinte»dent of Oc- 
troi at Pak‘ou, J&lo, has been guilty of 
exercising no restraint over his staff when 
sent to Karachin, Mongol Territory, to 
investigate the legality of Chu Lung-& to 
succeed to the hereditary chiefdom of the 
tribe, insomuch that bribery was asked for 
and received by them and also that the 
said Yung Kuang had no right to receive 
from the Mongols concerned ‘travelling 
expenses’ when he in reality was using 
the government courier service and travel- 
ling on official business. Furthermore, it 
was found that Chu Lung-a after spending 
all the money noted above, bribed one. 
Ch‘eng Hui, a Commissary of Justice, in 
Jého to write for him a friendly letter to. 
the investigating officer Yung Kuang in 
order to bring the latter to grant favour- 
able consideration to Chu Lung-&’s claims, 
When, eventually, Chu Lung-& found 
out that his case was going against him 
he committed suicide. Both Yung Kuang 
and Ch‘eng Hui have been guilty of 
unseemly and_ reprehensible conduct 
although actual murder cannot be laid at 
their doors. These two men are therefore- 
handed over to the Boards for the deter- 
mination of the severest penalties as a 
punishment for their faults. 

(2) Ch‘en Yi is appointed Sub-Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat with brevet rank 
of Vice-President of the Board of Rites. 


6th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


San Té is appointed Junior Master of 
Horse. 


Jan, 6—10.] 


5 


a 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang 
Kiang provinces, and Wan Pei-ying, Tao- 
tai-designate of Chihli, were both received 
in audience by his Majesty in the Grand 
Council Chamber this morning. 

[Note.—This is Liu K‘un-yi’s second 
nudience since arriving a week ago at 
Poking. —Translator. ] 

No papers of interest. 

7th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ming Puo is appointed Taotai of the 
Kan-liang Intendency of Kansu. 

(2) Hsii Ch‘ing-chang is appointed pre- 
fect of Ch‘ingyangfu, in the same province. 

(3) A decree granting the prayer of Yi 
Lu, Tartar-General and brevet Viceroy of 
Féngtien, asking that special rewards be 
granted to the gentry and notables of that 
province who had proved their patriotism 
during the late war with Japan by con- 
tributing large amounts of money towards 
the military exchequer and for raising at 
their own expense large bodies of military 
for the defenc» of Manchuria. Special 
posthumous honours will aleo be given to 
those officers and rank and file of the militia 
who died fighting against the enemy, and 
money grants will be sent to their families 
in proportion to the rank of the deceased. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will go to-morrow forenoon, 
after the transaction of State affairs, to the 
Southern Lake Palace to pay his usual 
obeisance to H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager, 
and then return to Peking. 

Nearly the whole portion of thia day’s 
Gazette is occupied by the memorial of 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, retiring Viceroy of the 
Shen-kan provinces, Senior Guardian of 
the Heir Apparent, etc., aaking for special 
rewards to the officers and men who had 
distinguished themselves in the raising 
of the sieve of Hochou, Kansu, which was 
at one time closely invested by the 
M:hommedan rebels, and also praying 
for posthumous honours to those who were 
killed in the campaign.—Rescript: Granted, 
bué care must be taken to recommend for 
promotion only those who were deserving 
of the Imperial recognition. 

9th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hu Yii-fén, Provincial Judge of 
Kuangsi on special leave, is hereby pro- 
moted to be Governor of Peking vice Ch‘en 
Yi promoted to be Sub-Chancellor of the 
Grand Secretariat and brevet Vice Presi- 
dedt of the Board of Rites, 


(2) Yi Ch‘ung-& ia appointed Deputy 
Military Governor of Ch‘ahar, (4.e., Hei- 
lungehiang or the Chinese Amur region. 
Translator.) 

(3) Appointing a number of officers to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 


(4) With reference to the memorial of 
Chao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiangsu, de- 
nouncing the gaol warden of Kanyiihsien 
for lack of vigilance and permitting the 
escape of two condemned criminals from 
prison, let the said gaol warden be cashiered 
and arrested to undergo trial by the said 
Governor, who shall investigate and see 
whether bribes have heen received in the 
matter. As for Luh Ping-sen, the district 
magistrate of Kanyiihsien, since it has 
been proved that he was absent from his 
vamén at the time of the escape of the con- 
demned, he shall be given a certain limit 
of time for the re-capture of the men in 
question, 

(5) The Censor Ch‘ing Hsing deprecates 
the present mode of conducting the exa- 
minations of the Bitkeshi (a class of Manchu 
scribes found only in the various Board 
and Courts at Peking and the yaméns of 
the Tartar Generals) as being too loosely 
managed and offering many opportunities 
for defrauding worthy men of their rights, 
Hence it is important that each yamén 
should conduct its own examinations and 
then report to the Throne the name of the 
successful candidates. The Board of Civil 
Appointinents is commanded to repo:t on 
the above system. 

(6) Decree lamenting the unexpected 
death of Chih Sheng a, Deputy Military 
Governor of Heilungchiang, and granting 
posthumous honours to him. All records 
against his name are to be erased from the 
olficial list at the Board of War. 

No papers of interest. 


10th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Hu Yii-fen having been appointed 
yesterday to the Governorship of Peking, 
let Ch‘en Yi fill the said post ad iuterim 
until the arrival of the Governor-designate 
who is now at Tientsin. 

(2) The Board of Revenue having 
memorialised concerning the officials who 
had charge of remitting contributions to- 
wards the military expenses of Kansu pro- 
vince (including Chinese Turkestan) recom- 
mending that the most deserving among-t 
them be rewarded, let the Board of Civil 
appointments take over the list of names 
presented by the Board of Revenue and 


report upon the merits of the claims of 
each official aspiring to the Imperial bounty. 


(3) T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the two 
Kuangs, reports that not long ago the mem- 
bers of the Li and Yung clans belonging to 
the county of Hot‘ang, district of Hsin- 
hui, Kuangtung, bad a bitter quarrel 
with the result that both clans came 
to blows, armed with,;guns and swords, 
in consequence of which many lives 
were lost, a number of houses burnt 
and the countryside terrorised by the 
victorious Li clan. The Viceroy upon 
receipt of the news promptly instruct- 
ed the magistrate and military autho- 
rities of Hsinhui to enforce the peace in 
conjunction with the gentry and notables 


who are the heads of the respective 
clans. Li Chen-hui, the head of the 
Li clan, however, not only showed 


no inclination to assist the authorities 
in res'raining his clan but, on the other 
hand, secretly protected, by every 
means, the latter and gave aid also to 
them in pursuing their acts of so-called 
vengeance against their defeated rivals 
whereby the efforts of the authorities had 
been nullified. This extraordinary con- 
duct is extremely reprehensible and 
manifests Li Chen-hui’s contempt for the 
law. The same must also be said of Yung 
Ch‘i-fan, the head notable of the Yung clan, 
whose example h»s contributed towards 
atill further embittering the hatred against 
the Liclan. In punishment, therefore, we 
command that the said Li Chen-hui be 
deprived of his rank of brevet Under 
Secretary of the Peking Board, while his 
clansman and colleague Li Chen-yi shall 
also be deprived of his literary rank of 
chujén, a similar punishment being also 
meted out to Yung Ch‘i-fan, who is hereby 
deprived of all his literary degrees. In 
addition to the above we command the 
said Viceroy to arrest the above-named 
leaders of the two delinquent clans and 
have them tried nccording to the laws of the 
land for failing to keep «a proper restraint 
over their clansmen and for obstructing 
the efforts of the authorities in their aim 
to preserve the peace. The Board of Civil 
Appointments and of Rites are hereby 
commanded to take note of the above 
penalties. 

(4) Hsii Ch‘eng-yao is appointed Master 
of Horse (Director-in-Chief of the Imperial 
Stud). [Note-—Hsii is the eldest son of 
Hsii Tung the Grand Secretary.—Transla- 
tor’). 

(5) Chang Jén-fu is transferred to the 
Readership of the Hanlin Academy and 
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Li Tien-lin is appointed a Reader of the 
same Academy. 

(G) We have received a memorial from 
Tung Fa-hsiang, Generalissimo commanding 
the Imperial forces operating against the 
Mahommedan rebels in Kansu, in which 
he reports the capture and decapitation 
of the supreme chief of the rebels and 
of a number of petty chiefs belonging 
to the various Mussulman communities 
is arms against the supreme govern- 
ment. The memorialist states that the 
said Supreme Chief (Ghazi or ‘Scourge 


of God ”) called Ma Yung-lin p 3) 1K + 


with his sons and assisted by his colleagnes 
Chou Ts‘ih-shih and others having deter- 
mined to rebel collected several hundred 
thousand of their co-religionists and form- 
ing them into several hurdes spread devas- 
tation wherever they went, their supreme 
effurt being directed against the walled 


sub-prefectual city of Hochou Wy fy. 
Upon the raising of the siege of that city, 
these chiefs retreated with their followers 
westwards, giving whatassistance they could 
to their people then occupied with a pro- 
tracted siege of the prefectural city of 
Hsining, thereby aggravating their already 
enormous list of crimes and sedition against 
the Imperial authority. Tung Fu-hsiang, 
however, seemed to have been equal to the 
difficulties of the situation and by dint of 
great activity and wary action managed 
to capture over a hundred petty chiefs 
who, after trial, were found guilty of rebel- 
lion and decapitated. In one of these ex- 
peditions Ma Yung-lin, the supreme chief, 
and one of his sons were also captured and, 
having confessed, were made to undergo the 
extreme penalty provided for cases like 
theirs. In consequence of this capture and 
execution the whole sub-prefecture of Hu- 
chou became at last gradually pacified and 
peace was once more restored tothe country- 
side. Tung Fu-hsiang has displiyed con- 
siderable judgment and tact in undertak- 
ing the difficult duties which we had 
assigned him, and deserves our special 
approbation, We, therefore, command him 
to continue his efforts at the head of 
his army and search diligently for the 
rebels who have, so far, evaded capture. 
We confide in his clearing the whole pro- 
vince of these pests. Yesterday we received 
a memorial from Yang Ch‘ang-chun, the 
retiring Viceroy of Shen-Kan, [he will be 
relieved by T‘ao Mu, Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan.—Trunslator.] who reports the 
raising of the siege of Hsining. In view 
of the successive victories of our troops 
and the evidence shown of the majesty 
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and power of our armies we incline to the 
opinion that it will not be a difficult task 
to root out every disposition to rebel 
against the constituted authorities and to 
completely blot out the wretched men 
whose vain illusions have led them to walk 
the road of self-destruction. And let Tung 
Fu-hsiang combine his forces with the said 
Viceroy’s battalions and in this way sur- 
round and capture the remaining rebels 
who have recently been driven off from 
Hsining. We expect to receive soon the 
news of the complete pacification of Kansu 
and its dependencies. 

(8) Decrees showing anxiety on account 
of the small fall of snow this winter in 
the Imperial prefecture and commanding 
sacrifices to be made at the various tempels 
for the supplication of the much desired 
snow in order to enable the agriculturists 
of Peking to plant with success is the 
coming spring. 

(9) Yang Ch‘ang-chun reports the escape 
of an important criminal from the prison 
of Hsining. The gaol-warden is hereby 
cashiered and ordered to bearrested and 
tried by the said Viceroy to see whether 
he received bribes or not to wink at 
the escape of the prisoner, a Mahomme- 
dan named Matteus (Ma-to-yeu-tze.) 
Hsiao Ch‘eng-en, the district magistrate 
of Hsininghsien, however, claims to be free 
from reponsibility of the said escape inas- 
much as that owing to the city being then 
besieged by the Mahommedan rebels his 
duties compelled him to be night and day 
on the city walls to encourage the citizen 
soldiers—of which he was one of the chiefs 
—to resist the assaults of the rebels against 
the city, etc. The said Viceroy is hereby 
commanded to investig:te the matter and 
find out whether the said magistrate was 
really occupied in repelling the rebels at the 
time specified or not. Furthermore, let 
diligent search be made for the escaped 
criminal, in order that the interests of 
justice may not be frustrated. 


11th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kuei Chung-hsing is appoinled Pro- 
vincial Judge of Kuangsi, vice Hu Yii- 
fén promoted to be Governor of the 
Imperial Prefecture of Shuntienfu(Peking). 

(2) Wei Kuang-tao, Governor of Shensi 
and Vice Commander-in-Chief of the Im- 
perial forces operating against the Kansu 
rebels, asks that certain civil officers now 
at Peking be transferred to his army in 
order to assist him in reorganising the 


pacified territocy. The Hanlin Recorder. 


Ch‘en Chia-yen and the Recorder of the 


Grand Secretariat, Huang Feng-ch‘i, are 
hereby commanded to proceed at once to 
Shensi and report to the said Governor for 
duty. 

(3) During the Mahommedan rebellion 
in Kansu, Li Pei-yung, Provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Kansu, led an army 
to relieve Hsining then besieged by the 
rebels. But no sooner had be reached the 
city of Pingliang en route, then ha suffered 
a defeat at the hands of the enemy and 
was at once besieged in that city. Now 
Yang Ch‘ang-chun, the retiring Viceroy 
of Shen-Kan, accuses the said General of 
being utterly useless and incapable of fill- 
ing the duties of his post owing to old age 
and evil habits, etc. In view of this, 
therefore, Li Pei-yung is hereby command- 
ed to be cashiered and ordered to be 
expelled from the army. . 

(4) Sha Lien is appointed Supervisor of 
Instruction of the Heir-Apparent. 

(5) Kuei Nien is appointed Police Cens»r 
of the Middle City of Peking. 

(6) Ch‘'i Lan is appointed to the same 
oftice in the Western City. 

(7) Lin Ch‘an-huan to the Northern 
City, and 

(8) Yang Fu-chen to the East City. 

(9) Shuang Fu and Ch‘en Shou-héng are 
commanded to remain in the Hanlin Aca- 
demy and do duty there. 

(10; Tsai Peh (an Imperial Clansman) 
presents a memorial praying to be allowed 
to resign his post owing to maladies which 
are hard to heal. His request is granted 
and his salary is also ordered to be stopped. - 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Emperor will proceed to-morrow 
morning, after the transaction of State 
business, to the Southern Palace to pay 
obeisance to H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager, 
after which his Majesty will return to 
Peking. 


12th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Tao Mu, Governor of Kashgaria, 
reports an attempted rising of the Mahom- 
medans of Suilaihsien (Manas) near Urumtsi 
(Tihuafu) the capital of the province. In 
the middle of September last an Andijani 
(native of the present Russian province 
of Ferghana or Kokand) named Toka 
at the head of a number of his coun- 
trymen residing in the city and native 
Kashgarians and Chinese Mahommedaus 
(Tunganis) suddenly took advantage of a 
dark night and set fire to various parts of 
the city, trusting to capture the city gates 
and the yaméns while the authorities 
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were occupied putting out the fires. 
Fortunately the insurgents showed their 
hands too soon, with the result that the 
officials were on their guard and, dividing 
their forces, put out the fires and attacked 
the insurgents with such success tlat the 
chief and many of his followers were 
captured, tried and beheaded while our own 
losses were trifling, only one ofticer,a second 
lieutenant named Wang K'‘un-san, being 
killed in the mélée. Peace was accordingly 
quickly restored. The prompt action of 
the military and civil officials and gentry 
in command of the city militia deserves our 
special approval and we therefore command 
that the rewards asked for by the said 
Governor be given according to the list 
presented by him. Posthumous honours 
are also granted to the said second lieute- 
nant and a money allowance to his family. 

(2) E-ko-t‘ang-4, Governor-elect of Féng- 
tien, reports the case of a military here- 
ditary noble of the 1st class, named Chin 
Hai who allowed one of his troopers, one 
Cha Yun-p‘eng to leave his barracks secret- 
ly to join a local bandit in robbing the 
country at large. In punishment we com- 
manded that Chin Huai be instantly cashier- 
ed and dismissed for ever from the public 
service, 

No papers of interest. 


13th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Ch‘en Yi is appointed Taotai of the 
Yao-ch‘ang-féng Intendancy of Hunan. 

(2) Chang Chiin is appointed Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief of Chinese Turkestan, 
south of the Tienshan (Celestial Mountains) 
range, vice Tung Fu-hsiang now command- 
ing the Imperial forces in Kansu. 

(3) Tung Fu-hsiang is appointed Provin- 
cial Commander-in-Chief of Kansu, vice 
Li Pei-yung cashiered. The Imperial con- 
tingents sent by the various provinces now 
assembled in Kansu and engaged in sup- 
pressing the Mahommedan rebellion are 
to be placed under the sole control and 
orders of Tung Fu-hsiang. The said 
General is a'so commanded to collect 
from the various regimental colonels the 
names of such of their subordinates as 
have distinguished themselves by bravery 
in fighting the rebels and he is to 
memorialise on their behalf to us. Care, 
however, must be taken to do so only in 
relation to the really deserving, worthy 
of our recognition, and we therefore 
authorise Trng Fu-hsiang to puvish most 
severely any attempts at passing off men 
whose oily recommendation might be 
fami'y influence or friendship with the 


Generals and colonels aforesaid. Thus 
may the aims of justice aud impartiality be 
vindicated ! 

(4) Sung Fan, Viceroy of the Yun-Kuei 
provinces, who was ordered by us recently 
to investigate the cases of the protégés and 
favourites of the recently cashiered Tsén 
Yii-pao, Provincial Treasurer of Yunnan, 
and to pronounce upon the penalty each 
one deserved, recommends the following: 
—Li Kuang-han, expectant Tavtai of 
Kuangtung residing in his native pro- 
vince of Yunnan should be cashiered and 
reduced to the common rank for interfering 
in official matters with which he had no 
concern and on account of which he had 
been the subject of much adverse comment. 
With reference to the Colonel, Ma Chu, 
who was accused of not having had control 
over his troops so that they indiscriminately 
slaughtered a large number of innocent 
people while the former were engaged in 
suppressing an insurrection amongst some 
aboriginal tribes, the memorialist recom- 
mends that the Board of War be ordered 
to consider the penalty which such lax dis- 
cipline should deserve. Furthermore, since 
the accused Colonel has since been asked 
for by Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, to assist him in that province, we 
hereby command the said Governor to keep 
a close watch over the Colonel’s conduct 
and denounce him whenever he should be 
found going astray from the path of duty. 
The territorial Major Liu Jui-heng who 
has been found guilty of fawning upon his 
superiors and currying for favours is here- 
by ordered to be removed from his present 
post and the-said Viceroy is further com- 
nee to keep this officer under surveil- 
ance, 


MILITARY CHANGES IN KULDJA. 


Ch‘ang Keng, Tartar General and Mili- 
tary Governor of Ili, and Chung Liang, 
Deputy Military Governor, jointly recom- 
mend that steps be taken immediately for 
the formation into regular battalions and 
drilling in foreign style of the territorial 
forces of the province. Up to the present 
the so-called military organisation of Ili 
was composed of the Manchu and Mongol 
military colonists of the province, namely 
all the male members of the Sibo and Solon 
tribes of Manchus and of the Oiradt tribe of 
Mongols who are the descendants of military 
colonists transported in the seventeenth 
century from Northern Manchuria and the 
Heilungchiang region. The monthly pay 
of each member of the first two tribes is 
one tael and in addition they are to eke 


out a living for themselves and their 
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families by cultivating government grants 
of land formerly given to their ancestors. 
The pay of the members of the Mongol 
Oiradt tribe is one tael and half per man and 
these undertake the duty of attending to the 
Imperial herds in the grazing grounds of 
the province. In time of war all these 
tribesmen are supposed to be ready for 
active service at the call of government. 
But owing to the great changes of the pre- 
sent duy in the art of war the arms and 
weapons possessed by these men are 
necessarily too antiquated for any effective 
service and furthermore the great distances 
from the capital make it impossible to 
drill the tribesmen even if there were 
proper arms to give them—fer without 
proper drill and disc'pline nothing can be 
done. Hence in times of emergency no 
reliance can be placed on this portion of 
the defensive plans of Ili. Memorialists, 
therefore, after long and careful considera- 
tion and after due consultation with the 
special Tartar officials who have been 
placed over the tribesmen by the supreme 
government, have decided to ask the 
consex¥of the Throne to use the annual 
appropriation hitherto given the tribes- 
men for the purpose of enrolling a 
properly constituted brigade, drilled 
after the foreign manner and always at 
beck and call of the chief authorities at 
the capital of the province. As a compen- 
sation to those of the tribesmen who have 
not been selected to act as regular soldiers 
memorialists suggest that to the members 
of the Sibo and Solon tribes who pursue 
agriculture for a living, a grant of Tls. 20, 
an ox, and ploughing implements and sow- 
ing grain be given to each man, while 
to the herdsmen of the said Oiradt 
tribe each men should be presented 
with thirty sheep. All shall then be at 
liberty to pursue their usual avocations in 
absolute freedom unless called forth to 
join their respective Banners in times of 
national emergency and in defence of their 
province against brigands (foreign foes). 
This portion of the government appropria- 
tion being thus free the memorialists pro- 
pose to use the T'ls. 46,000, odd, to enlist 
strong and hardy young men from the 
Kalniuck tribes who are noted for loyalry 
and courage and form them into eight 
‘* Banners ” of 108 men and twenty ser- 
geants and corporals to each Banner. 
There will also be placed over each Banner 
a colonel, two majors and two captains, 
a scribe and a drill instructor. In this 
way instead of having several thousand 
undisciplined so-called soldiers, who 
would take a long time to collect to- 


gether in case they are wanted, the Ili 
authorities will have in addition to the 
Chinese regiments cantoned in the province, 
a force of 1,024 hardy Tartars disciplined 
and drilled after the approved methuds of 
modern times—who can be mobilised and 
sent on active service at short notice. 
Over these eight Banners will be placed 
the chief official of the Solons and the chief 
official of the Oiradts asGenerals in charge. 
As the actual amount required annually for 
this new force is Tls. 49,000, odd, and the 
government grant thus economised only 
Tls. 46,000, odd, or a deficit of Tis. 3,000 
a@ year, memorialists suggest that this 
amount shall be made good from the surplus 
revenueofthe province.—Rescript: Granted. 
Let the Boards of Revenue and War take 
note. 


14th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) As the post of prefect of Hangchow 
is of great importance, the Governor of 
Chékiang is hereby commanded to select 
from all the substantive prefects under 
him the man most suitable for the post, 
and let Hung En-liang be given the pre- 
fecture vacated by the ofticer of the said 
Governor’s choice. 

(2) Yung Ho is appointed Lieutenant- 
General of the Hanchun Yellow Banner 
Organisation. 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Lien Sheng accusing the 
officixls of the Board of Civil Appointments 
of giving too much license to expectant 
officials (by purchase or by examination) 
who come to the said Board for introduction 
to the Throne, thereby opening the way 
for deliberate frauds, etc.: Let the Pre- 
sidents and Vice-Presidents of the same 
consult on the matter and report to us. 


16th January. 
No papers of interest. 
16th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Sieh Yii-hang is appointed Super- 
vising Censor and Keeper of the Seals of 
the Board of Civil Appointments. 

(2) Hu Chiin-chang is appointed Acting 
Censor of the Shensi provincial Circuit. 

(3) Hsii Chen-yi is appointed Gove:nor 
of Kuangtung vice Ma Pei-yao deceased, 
and Liu Shu-tang, Governor of Honan, is 
commanded to take Hsii Chen-yi’s post of 
Director-General of the Yellow River ad 
interim until a substantive successor can be 
appointed, 


(4) Chang Jén-chiin, Provincial Judge of 
Kuangtung, is promoted to the Treasurer- 
ship of the same province, and K‘uei Yuan 
(Manchu) is appointed to the judgeship 
vacated by the said Chang Jén-chiin. 

(5) When it was reported to us some 
time ago that the ‘‘ Happy grounds of 
myriad ages” (i.c. the mausoleum and 
grounds laid out to contain the remains of 
H.I.M. the Empress Dowager Tzu-hsi, etc., 
ex-Regent and Aunt of H.I.M. Emperor 
Kuang Hsii,and comp'eted during the latter 
part of Hsien Féng and beginning of the 
reign of his success.r Tung Chih.—Transla- 
tor) situated in the P‘ut‘u valley were 
in need of extensive repairs, etc., we 
at once ordered the Grand Secretary, Hsii 
T‘ung, and Chin Asin, (Manchu) President 
of the Boardof War, to proceed with all haste 
to the place and reverenlly examine what 
repairs were necessary and present to us 
an estimate of the amount required for the 
same. Following this we then appointed 
I-K‘uang, Prince of Ch‘ing, and Yung Lu, 
a member of the Ministry of War, to 
superintend the work on the said repairs. 
These two High Imperial Commissioners 
have wow reported that after a careful 
examination of the Mausoleum and sub- 
sidiary buildings they found that the 
frescoes and gilded work inside these build- 
ings were yet in good condition and there- 
fore needed no repairs or retouching 
to them nor were any found leaking, 
but that the brickwork and masonry sur- 
rounding the walls and turrets of the 
‘Brilliant Balconies( Minglow)” were found 
to be in a loose and unstable condition 
whilst many of these bricks were dis- 
covered to be in a crumbling state, etc. 
In view of this therefore the last-named 
High Commissioners pray us to appoint 
two more High Comnnissioners in addi- 
tion to those already named abova to 
form a Committee to go over the grounds 
again, and then settle definitely upon the 
course to be taken in this most important 
matter. We therefore now add Prince 
Tsai Ch‘i and Li Hung-tsao, President of 
the Board of Rites, to this repairing 
Committce and command these six High 
Commissioners to reverentially and care- 
fully attend to this sacred duty—to make 
a proper estimate of the required expendi- 
ture and complete the repairs in a thorough 
manner. Let there be no slipshod work. 


17th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Kuei Chung, a Supervising Censor, 
and his colleagues report the capture by 
the gendarmes under them of the leader of-. 
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a band of desperate brigands who had been 
pillaging the country around Peking, arms 
in hand, and otherwise terrorising the 
villages round about, and a'so eight others 
belonging to the said band. Let the said 
bandits be handed over to the Board of 
Punishmeuts for trial and punishment. In 
consideration of the thorough manner in 
which the capture has been made—only 
one member of the band named Féng Ts‘ih 
having escaped—let the memorialists 
send up to us (after the Board of Punish- 
ments shall have concluded the trials) the 
names of the officers and men, as well as 
the names of the gentry who form the 
Vigilance Committee of the section where 
the above gendarmes are posted, in order 
that adequate rewards may be granted 
in recognition of their valuable services. 


(2) Yen Ch‘t (Manchu) is appointed 
Grain Intendant (Taotai) of Kuangtung 
province vice Kue't Yuan promuted to the 
Provincial Judgeship. 

(3) With reference to the daring acts of 
robbery perpetrated for some time past in 
the porcelain godowns and depos.>s con- 
nected with the Imperial Household De- 
partment, by which a considerable number 
of large and sinall valuable antique and 
present dynasty pieces of superfine porce- 
lain ware were surreptitiously taken out 
and sold to buyers at immense profit to 
the thieves, a decree concerning which had 
already been issued upon discovery of 
the thefts: weare now in receipt of a 
memorial from the Censor Wang P‘éng- 
yun declaring that he has heard that the 
Ch‘ung-ku-shan-fang shop, dealers in 
antique wares, in Peking,. which had 
already been closed on the charge of having 
received the stolen goods, really belonged 
to Lih Shan, one of the Comptrollers- 
General of the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment, Furthermore that the manager of 
the said shop, named Fan, who decamped 
with the stolen goods for distant parts 
unknown, and who has therefore so far 
escaped arrest, was a confidential servant 
of the accused Comptroller-General, In 
view of this therefore the said Censor 
urges that Lih Shan must naturally be 
cognisant of the details of the said thefts, 
_to whom the stolen porcelain was sold, as 
well as of the whereabouts of the abscond- 
ing manager. It is necessary, therefore, 
declares the said Censor, that to get at the 
facts of the case, Lih Shan, the proprietor 
of the said receiving shop. must be arrested 
and brought to trial before the tribunal 
appointed by the Throne to investigate the 
matter, etc. These are serious and most 
damaging accusations, and we now com- 
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mand Lih Shan to at once explain and clear 
himself of the above charges if possible. 

(4) The Captain-General of Gendarmerie 
reports the capture by his men of six men 
belonging to an armed band of brigands 
who used threats to take possession of the 
valuables and property of their victims 
Also the capture of seven members of 
another band of outlaws who moreover 
carried on a number of abductions «f the 
female members of well-to-do families in 
the vicinity of Peking. Let all of these 
desperate characters be handed over to the 
Board of Punishments for trial and punish- 
ment according to the lawa. 

(5) Tséng Kuang-luan, hereditary Marquis 
of the First Class, appointed by a former 
decree Assistant Under-Secretary of the 
Board of Punishments, who was introduced 
to us in Audience by the Board of Civil 
Appoin! nents this morning, is by a special 
act of Imperial grace further made an ex- 
pectant officer of the 5th Metropolitan 
grade. 

Note.—This is the eldest son of the late 
Marquis Txéng, ex-Minister to Great Bri- 
tain and France, and grandson of the first 
Marquis of that naine who has often been 
eulog:sed in Chinese state essays as the 
* Saviour of the Ta Tsing (present Manchu) 
dynasty "—as it was his army which cap- 
tured Nanking, then capital of the Taiping 
rebels and by so doing crushed the back- 
bone of this great rebellion. But this 
statesman and warrior deservrd the above 
epithet more on account of his stedfast 
loyalty to this dynasty, for his example con- 
firmed and strengthened the loyalty of 
other high and powerful satraps wh» were 
then wavering in the balance and ready to 
go over to Nanking at any moment at a 
time when the Taipings were in the hey- 
day of their prosperity--thirteen out of 
the eighteen provinces of the empire being 
in their hands—and when the fabric of 
the Ta Tsing dynasty was being shaken to 
its very foundations.—7', eat 

(6) Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of 
the Liung Kiang province-, denounces the 
following military officers stationed at 
Shanghai, Kiangsu :~-Hsiao Chen-chiang, 
Brigadier-General commanding the three 
battalions constituting the local garrison of 
Shanghai named the Hu Chiin or ‘Shanghai 
Brigade,” has been accused of falling 
considerably shortof the p: opercomplement 
of the battalions in question and also of 
compelling the officers and men of each 
battalion to contribute a portion of their 
pay to a ‘‘ Regimental Fand,” ie., for 
expenses towards entertaining the friends 
of the General Commandingor his superiors. 


Liu Tsu-hsien, Major-Commandant of the 
Right battalion of the same corps has been 
accused of keeping his battalion below its 
proper strength in even more shameful a 
manner than the said Hsiao Chen-chiang. 
The latter has therefore been recommended 
by the said Viceroy tobe degrated toa First 
Captain asa penalty ; but in our cepinion 
this punishment would be too light for 
ko serious a crime as the said Brigadier 
General has heen accused of and le as 
well as Lu Tsu-hsien is therefore to be 
cashiered »s a warning to others. The 
Board of Waris hereby commanded to take 
note of their dismissal and loss of rank. 


18th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Chii Hung-chi is promoted to the 
rank of Recorder of the Hanlin Aca- 
demy and Ch‘en Chao-wén is appointed 
a Reader of the same institution. 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
the provincial administrations. 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship announcing 
that the 11th of February next (12th moon 
25th day) will be nearly the end of the 
present (Chinese) lunar year and that it is 
customary on such an occasion to sacrifice 
at the Ancestral tablets we hereby proclaim 
it to be our purpose to proceed in person 
on that day to worship a! these sacred 
tablets and we also appoint the nobles 
Hsieh Kuang to sacrifice in our stead at 
the Exstern side altars and Téh Shou at 
the Western side altars on the above 
Occasion, 

(4) With respect to the sacrifices which 
should be offered on the same day to the 
Presiding Deity of the year then about to 
cos» we hereby appoint the Court ofticer 
K'uei Pin to lead the ceremonies while the 
Court officers Ch‘ing Fu and Kuei Hsien 
aro to assist at the easte:n and western side 
altars, respectively, 

(6) Tho Boards of Civil Appointments 
and War are commanded to report on the 
memorial of the Captain-General of 
Gendarmerie who has presented to us a 
list of deserving civil ant military officers 
who have distinguished themselves by their 
energy and courage in capturing notorious 
desperadoes and brigands during the year 
now ahout to close. © 

(6) The y:tmén of the Peking Gendarmerie 
reports the capture by gendarmes of 
three members of a gang of desperadoes 
for whese heads rewards have been pro- 
cliimed fora long time. They are to be 
at once handed to the Board of Punish- 
ments for trial and punishment, and a 
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strict search must be made for the remain- 
ing two members who have so far succeded 
in evading capture. As soon as the said 
Board shall have tried and sentenced the 
captured criminals the Captain-General of 
Gendarmerie is commanded to send us a 
list of the ofticers and men who have dis- 
tinguished themselves in making the above 
captures in order that they may be suit- 
ably rewarded as an encouragement to 
future deeds of courage and valour against 
the desperate characters infesting the 
metropolitan prefecture of Shuntienfu 
(Peking). 


19th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Grand Secretary Lin Shu is appointed 
Captain-General of the Gendarmerie pro 
tem, 


20th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘ung K‘uan (Manchu) is appointed 
Chief Libationer of the Imperial Academy. 

(2) The ‘ Vice-Presidents” (Directors- 
Genera)) of the Imperial Granaries at T‘ung- 
chou and Peking, Hsiang Lin (Manchu) 
and Liao Shou-héng (Chinese), are hereby 
commanded to give consideration to and 
report upon a memorial of the Censor Ts‘ao 
Yung, who declares that the pernicious 
system which gives opportunities for the 
perpetration of frauds in connection with 
the granary service is so deeply rooted 
that it would be amost difficult task 10 try to 
eradicate at one stroke this defrauding 
both of the revenue as well as those who 
ae entitled to receive their monthly 
allowances of rice from the granaries in 
question. Hence it is desirable that steps 
should be taken, as a beginning, to gradu- 
ally modify the present system and to 
appoint special days for the opening of the 
granary doors ant the distribution of rice 
to the various recipients of the Imperial 
bounty, and that these special days should 
be proclaimed by statute so that each 
Banner, battalion, military, or civil depuart- 
meut shu] know exactly the date when 
they are to present themselves at the 
granaries to receive their rice grants. 
Furthermore that the dates for the ex- 
amination by Crown officers of the rice 
reserves in the granaries be also fixed so 
that there may be no mistakes made in 
this connection, etc. Let a report be 
speedily sent up. 

(3) P u Tuh is by special grace made an 
Imperial Body-gusrdsman of the Premier 
class aud he is further permitted to do 


duty at the Grand entrance of the Imperial 
Palace (where the Emperor usually resides). 


21st January. 
No papers of interest. 
22nd January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of the 
Liang Kang, forwariing an application 
from Wang Té sheny, Brigadier-General of 
the Hochou Circuit, Kansu, who is now 
on sick leave in his native province of 
Kiangsu, requesting to be allowed to resign 
his post on account of the difficulty 
experienced by him in regaining his health, 
we willingly grant Wang Té-sheng's prayer 
as a mark of extra grace. 

(2) Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, the retiring Vice- 
roy of the Shen-Kan provinces, denounces 
the conduct of Fan Tze-hsiang, Major 
Commandant of the garrison of the city of 
Yunganhsien, Kansu, and recommends that 
he be cashiered but allowed to remain in 
the army in order to retrieve his former ill- 
success. It appears that the said Major 
Commandant was besieged in June last 
by the Mah»ommedan rebels and being 
unable to withstand the assaults of the 
enemy was compelled to abandon Yungan- 
hsien, in consequence of which the city fell 
into the hands of the rebels. In punishinent 
for this we command that the accused 
Major be cashiered and dismissed the 
service: nor shall he be permitted to serve 
as a volunteer. 


23rd January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Ho Chien-wei is appointed Brigadier- 
General of Hochou, Kansu, vice Wang 
Té-sheng, resigned. 

Note: The new Brigadier-Gener.l of 
Hochou was the horo of the recent advance 
made by General Tung Fu-hsiang’s army to 
raise the siege of Hochou which ha’ been 
closely besieged by the Mahommedan 
rebels since May, 1895 (or about seven 
months). General Ho Chien-wei’s appoint- 
ment to the city which owed so much to 
hig courage—for he is one of the few 
military offieers of the Chinese army who 
are really brave and have the confidence 
of their men—is therefore most fitting, as 
he deserved the promotion.—T'ranslator. 

(2) With reference to the report of the 
Board of Revenue concerning the surplus 
money received by Ch‘ung Kuang, Left or 
Senior Vice-Superintendent of Octroi at 
the Ch‘ungwén gate of Peking, let the said 
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surplus of Tls. 2,229 be handed to the 
care of the Keeper of the Privy Purse. 

(3) The same is als» ordered with re- 
ference to the surplus collected by Kang 
Yi, Right or Junior Vice-Superintendent 
of Octroi, which amounts to Tis. 5,550. 

(4) The Board of Civil Appointments is 
commanded to report on the suggestion of 
the Censor Ts‘i Lan to change the present 
system of appointing Mongol Censors, the 
number of whom is now more than is 
requisite for all practical purposes. 


24th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The following is the report of 
Tung Fu-hsiang, Generalissims command- 
ing our forces engaged in suppressing 
the Mahommedan rebellion in Kansu, 
with reference to certain «military officers 
of the Kansu provincial government who 
had been denounced for misconduct since 
the rebellion in question :—The said Gene- 
ralissimo states that the charge against 
Wang Chen-k‘un, Colonel Commandant of 
the Liangchou disciplined regiments, is true 
that while holding the fortified town of 
Shihlan he and his troops retreated pell- 
mell when attacked by the rebels who 
captured large quantities of arms and 
ammunition stored in the magazines of that 
town. The said Colonel having recovered 
from the eftects of his defeat then made 
for the fortified monastery of Peitahshih 
(White Pagoda Monastery). Not far off 
from that place is the Buddhist walled 
village of Hsinanch‘uan ; here K‘ang Ta, 
the head of the local militia, happened to 
be besieged by the rebels. Although re- 
peately asked to proceed to the relief of 
Hsinanch‘uan, the accused Colonel through 
cowardice flatly refused to leave his forti- 
fied post to raise the siege of that viilage. 
The consequence was that Hsinanch‘uan 
succumbed to tbe attacks of the rebels 
who massacred innumerable nen, women, 
and children of the Buddhist faith. With 
reference to the charges made against 
General Li Liang-muh, acting Brigadier 
General of Hochou. This officer with a 
strong force was also cantonned in the White 
Pagoda Monastery buildings and adjacent 
villages. When the Generalissimo was 
preparing to march to the relief of Hochou, 
both he and the Viceroy Yang Ch‘ang- 
chiin, sent several despatches in succession 
to Li Liang-muh ordering him to lead his 
army and make a diversion in favour of 
the Generalissimo’s army so that the 
attention of the rebels might be diverted 
from the former's advance. Li Liang-muh 
on various pretexts delayed making a move 
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from his secure quarters and did not 
do so until Hochou had been relieved 
and the rebels had been driven away from 
that sub-prefecture. The said officer then 
coolly went to Huchou and took up his 
duties of acting Brigadier-General without 
more ado. Both this officer and the 
Colonel Commandant of the Liangchou 
battalions are hereby to be punished by 
being instantly cashiered and dismissed 
the service. Niu Shih-han, Brigadier- 
General of Ninghsia, has been accused 
of keeping no discipline over his 
army so that wherever they went they 
c-mmitted acts of lawlessness upon the 
inhabitants en rowte; and Yang Pao-lin, 
General of cavalry, has been accused of 
having been defeated at Shenk‘ou by the 
rebels. The charges are true and these 
two officers sre therefore ordered to be 
handel to the Board of War for the de- 
termination of adequate penalties. The 
said General Niu Shih-han is now canton- 
ned at Pingyung with his army. We hereby 
command Tung Fu-hsiang to keep a close 
watch upon the former general and if he 
be still found incapable of performing the 
duties of his post Tung Fu-hsiang is com- 
maned to denounce Niu Shih-han in the 
severest terms and he shall be punished. 
The said generalissimo also declares that 
the charges against the Colonel Chu Hsiang- 
hsing of disobedience of orders, etc., are 
groundless. The said Colonel’s case is 
therefore shelved.—Let the Board of War 
take note of the above. 


25th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Owing to the scarcity of snow this 
wiuter we purpose to proceed in person on 
the 25th of the month to the Temple of 
the Most High t» beseech the clemency of 
High Heaven, and we command Prince 
Tsai Ying to sacrifice in our stead on the 
same day at the Temple of the Seasons, 
and pray for the much longed-for snow. 

(2) Prince Tsai Shu will sacrifice at the 
Temple of Manifestations. 

(3) Prince Tsai Yin at the Temple of 
Righteousness, and. 

(4) Prince Yi Mu (4th Order) will proceed 
to the Temple of Consolidated Harmony 
on the same day to pray with the same 
object in our stead. 

(5) Kung Chao-yuan, (Chinese Minister 
to the Court of St. James) is granted the 
additional rank of President or Director, 
of the Court of Imperial Sacrificial Cere- 
monies. 

(6) Chang Peh-hsi is transferred to 
become a Recorder of the Hanlin Academy 


and Hua Chin-shou is made a Reader in 
the same institution. 


26th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointi-g a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial administra- 
tions. 

(2) Chou Ying-kuei is appointed Major 
of the Rear battalion of the territorial army 
under the Provincial Commander-in-Chief 
of Kiangnan (Lower Kiangsu). 

(3) Li Ping-he»g, Governor of Shantung, 
reports the successful completion of the 
work of repairing a breach in the Yellow 
River which took place in July-August last, 
ata place called the Great ‘lemple of the 
Kao family. It appeared that this breach, 
caused by the autuinn freshets, was made 
in the vicinity of the above-named temple 
which is situated in the district of Shou- 
changhsien, Shantung, and caused con- 
siderable damage to the country in the 
vicinity. The said Governor at once sent 
the Taotai Ma Yii-k‘ai and the prefect 
Li Yu at the head of a large pirty of 
military officers and soldiers who are re- 
ported to have worked zealously and un- 
ceasingly, day and night, trying to fll up 
the breach which was, in the meantime, 
growing larger and more serious as each 
day passed, and so difficult and hazardous 
was the work that it was not until five 
months after that the efforts of the workers 
were crowned with any degree of success. 
Hence, it was not until the 9th of this 
month that the breach could be really 
declared to be securely filled. Considering 
the difficulties that beset the path of the 
workers the time occupied in finishing the 
work may be termed comparatively short, 
and we therefore permit the said Governor 
to add the names of the deserving officers, 
civil and military, to the list of promotions 
now being prepared of those officials who 
succeeded lately in filling up a serious 
breach in the saine river at a place called 
the north village of the Chao family ; but 
at the same time we must warn the said 
Governor to exercise care in selecting for 
promotion only such as proved themselves 
really deserving of reward. 

(4) The other day the Censor Chin Yu 
denounced one Yang Téh-chang, acting 
magistrate of Yéhsien, Shantung, on ac- 
count of certain misdemeanours which 
should have justified his removal from office. 
We accordingly referred the charges to Li 
Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, com- 
manding him, at the same time, to make 
careful investigation into the truth of the 
charges. The report of the said Governor 
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is now before us in which he truly declares 
that the charges made by the said Censor 
have, after both public and private investi- 
gation, been found to have been utterly 
without foundation andthe result of hearsay. 
The said Governor has, however, found 
that although not guilty of the charges 
preferred against him the said magistrate 
has been reprehensible in having given too 
much license to his underlings and servants, 
who, takingad vantage ofjthis, had been guilty 
of extortion from the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict of Yéhsien, and also instigating them 
to enter into litigation with one another, 
In the second place, the accused magistrate 
has been found guilty of laziness and of 
putting offfrom day to day important duties 
which required constunt and immediate 
attention. Thus the said Yang Téh- 
che‘ng has evidently shown himself want- 
ing in the trust which had been placed 
iu him by his appointment and therefore 
deserves punishment. He is to be cas- 
hiered and dismissed from office at once. 


27th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a nuinber of Tartar officials 
to posts in the metropolitan administration 
and to yaméns of Manchu Military Gover- 
nors, etc. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of the 
Court of Imperial Sacrificial Ceremonies 
pointing out that sacrificial worship should 
be observed at the Temple of the Imperial 
Ancestors in honour of New Year's day 
(Chinese) which falla on the 14th of 
February next, we hereby command Prince 
Tsai Hsiin (3rd Order) to proceed to the 
said temple and reverently offer up sacri- 
fices there on that day in our stead. 


(3) The sacrificial worship appointed for 
the 19th proximo at the temple of Ceres 
will be conducted by us in person. 

(4) As the first day of the spring months 
of next (Chinese) year falls on the 22nd 
proximo and it is necessary to offer up 
sacrifices at the Imperial Ancestral Temple, 
we hereby signify it tu be our intention 
to worship on that occasion in person, 
when the foilowing members of the 
Imperial Clan sre commanded to be present 
to assist at the ceremonies, natnely, K‘uei 
Pin is to offer up sacrifices at the rear 
altars ; Chung Hsiu is to sacrifice at the 
altars of the Eastern Court, and Lih Jui at 
the altars of the Western Court. 

(5) On the same day the sacrificial cere- 
monies to be conducted at the Temple of 
the Great Year are to be presided over by 
P‘u Ching, while Ch‘ing Fu and Hsii 
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Ch‘eng-yao are to sacrifice at the altars of 
the Western Court. 

(6) Hu Ping-chih, Governor of Shansi, 
reports that Sung Pin (Manchu, now de- 
ceased), while sub-prefect of Shuping in 
that province, owed a considerable sum of 
government funds upon retiring from office, 
but iu spite of repeated dunning failed to 
make good the deficit to the provincial trea- 
sury. Although dead the said Governor sug- 
geststhat the man’s rank and titles be struck 
off from the records in order to prevent his 
family from using the privileges allowed to 
the immediate representatives of a deceased 
official, The deceased official is hereby 
cashiered and his scribes and under- 
lings, connected with the Shuping yamén, 
are to be arrested and their cases 
tried to see if any fraudulent methods 
were employed which laused the deceased 
official to have such a arge deficit in the 
land taxes. Investigation is also to be 
made at Shuping and at the Banner 
Reservation, to which the deceased be- 
longed, to see if he left any convertible 
property, which is to be confiscated to the 
government of Shansi. 


28th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of 
Negeh Lé-ch‘un, Imperial Vice-Resident at 
Kobdo, Mongolia, praying that he may 
be allowed to retire into private life in 
order to attend to his maladies, from 
which he is still suffering in spite of the 
many months’ leave of absence granted 
him, we hereby command that the said 
Vice-Resident he allowed to resign his 
post and retire to his Banner Reserva- 
tion to recruit his health. 

No papers of interest. 


29th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) With reference to Jen Yii-sen, ex- 
pectant Taotai of Kuangsi, he is made a Ist 
class expectant and shall have precedence 
over other expectant Taotais of the same 
province in case of a vacancy there. The 
Grand Council is also commanded to put 
the said Taotai’s name on record to be 
ready for recommendation to the Throne 
when any important vacancy shall occur. 

’ (8) Ta Hsin is to be given an additional 
rank of Deputy Assistant Military 
Governor and is appointed Vice Imperial 
Resident at Kobdo, Mongolia, vice Ngeh 
Lé-ch ‘un retired. Ta Hsin is also granted 
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the privilege of proceeding to his new post 
by the Imperial Posts. 

(4) Wén Shéng is appointed Superinten- 
dent of the Huaian Customs for another 
term. 


30th January, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of the 
Court of Revision requesting us to appoint 
a President over it, let Hsti Ch‘eng-yao 
(son of the Grand Secretary Hsii Tung) be 
appointed to that post ad interim. 


No papers of interest. 
3lst January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of Yang 
Chang-chiin, retiring Viceroy of the Shen- 
Kan provinces, denouncing a number of 
military officers guilty of misdemeanours 
during the recent rebellion in Kansu, 
with the exception of Wang Chen-k‘un 
and Li Liang-mu who who have already 
been cashiered and dismissed the service 
upon accusations made by the General- 
issimo Tung Fu-hsiang, we have now to 
deal with the charges made against the 
Colonel, Ch‘en Yii-fan. This officer has 
been accused of looking after his private 
interests to the exclusion of his proper 
duties as commanding officer at an im- 
portant crisis, thereby causing the Im- 
perial government to suffer through the 
criminal neglect of his official duties. The 
said Colonel is hereby ordered to be also 
cashiered and dismissed the service, as a 
warning to othersinthearmy. The Board 
of War is commanded to take note thereon. 

No papers of interest. 


lst February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kuei Hsien is appointed Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Court of Revision. 

(2) Kuo Hsiu, Kuei Nien, Wén Ying, 
and Fu Liang are appvinted special Inspec- 
tors of Banner Affairs for the succeeding 
year. 

(3) The Board of Civil Appointments is 
commanded to deliberate upon the proposals 
of the Censor Hsi Lin concerning the 
changing of the present methods respect- 
ing the purchase of Taotai and prefectural 
rank, and report to us upon the result of 
such deliberations, 

(4) Appointing various Princes and Court 
officials to sacrifice at the different Im- 
perial temples set down by the Court of 
Sacrificial Ceremonies during the Chinese 
New year holidays. 


2nd February. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Sung K‘un, Governor ‘of Kueichou, 
denounces the tardiness of the expectant 
prefect Tséng Yen-ch‘uan, superintendent 
of the Ch‘ingch‘i copper mines, in paying 
back the balance of a government loan 
lent him a few years ago in order to en- 
courage mining enterprises in that province, 
and, asa punishment, recommends that the 
said prefect be cashiered and compelled to 
pay back the money still due to the pro- 
vincial government. It appears that the 
said prefect had borrowed the sum of Tis. 
40,000 from the provincial government to 
be repaid in instalments from the proceeds 
of the said mines. ‘ls. 15,000 had already 
been refunded but either through mis- 
management or wilful negligence the mines 
failed to be productive, and so far the 
balance dueof Tls. 25,000 has not been forth- 
coming nor hasany interest been paid on the 
said loan. In spite «f repeated despatches 
from the high provincial authorities urging 
the said prefect to refund the loan he had 
shown unreasonable levity in the matter by 
taking 1o notice of them, etc. This is 
surely reprehensible and we hereby com- 
mand that the said Tséng Yén-ch‘uan be 
forthwith cashiered and steps be taken to 
compel the restitution of the loan still due 
to the provincial exchequer which must not 
be allowed to suffer thereby. The Board of 
Civil Appointments is commanded to take 
note of this. 

No papers of interest. 


3rd February. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yi Nien, Imperial clansman, memoria- 
lises to the effect that although the lerve 
of absence granted by Imperial grace has 
expired, his maladies are still severe and 
cannot be cured unless he retires into 
privato life to devote his whole time to the 
task of getting convalescent, etc. He 
therefore prays that he be allowed to resign 
his post of Vice-President (Manchu) of the 
Court of Censors. Yi Nien’s prayer is 
granted and he is allowed to retire into 
private life. 

(2) Ta Ch‘un, Police Censor of the 
Northern city of Peking, prays for another 
grant of rice for the poor refuges and 
orphanages and widows’ refuges in his 
division vf the metropolis. Owing to the 
great influx of famine sufferers into the 
capital during the winter and in spite of 
the extra grant of 300 shih of rice given 
by special decree not long ago, it has been 
found that this has not been sufficient for 
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the purpose, ana famine now stares in the 
faces of the managers of the said refuges 
unless prompt aid be further given, etc, We 
now once more grant another allowance of 
200 shih of grain to be handed to the said 
Censor and his colleagues for equitable dis- 
tribution amongst the refuges concerned. 
The Board of Revenue is commanded to 
take note of this. 


4th February. 
No papers of interest. 
5th February. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Some time ago the Censor Li Nien- 
tsu denounced one Ch‘en Pei-yung, de- 
partment magistrate of Chiinhua, Chihli, 
on the ground of incapacity, avarice, etc., 
and we accordingly referred the matter to 
Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of the province, 
for investigation. His report is now be- 
fore us in which he states that he has 
both personally and by deputy made 
careful enquiry into the said charges and 
now declares it to be his honest opinion 
that they have been made merely on 
hearsay and therefore have no foundation 
to rest upon. It has, however, transpired 
that the accused official has been found 
to have been reprehensibly careless in the 
discipline of his personal servants as well 
as yamén clerks under him, whereby 
certain illegal things had been allowed to 
pass unpunished by the said magistrate. In 
punishment therefore the accused official 
is hereby handed to the Board of Civil 
Appointments for the determination of the 
usual penalties and fines. With reference 
to the case of Yang Chin-shih, expectant 
assistant magistrate and deputy, charged 
with the duty of supervising the distri- 
bution of famine relief to the sufferers in 
that sub-prefecture, as it has been found 
that the charges made against him by the 
same Censor of ignorance of his proper 
duties in that connection are true, we 
hereby command the instant deprivation 
of his official rnnk and dismissal from the 
provincial government service. 

(2) Chang Huai-yii is hereby appointed 
Brigadier-General of the Palik‘un Circuit 
(City of Barkul) in Eastern Chinese 
Turkestan. 

(3) Waug Féng-ming is appointed Bri- 
adier General of the department of Ili, 
(Kuldja) in Northern Chinese Turkestan.. 

(4) The Commandant of the Gendarmerie 
reports the capture by his men of eight 
men composing a portion of a band of 
Chinese and Manchu desperadoes who 
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have recently been infesting the capital. 
Let the prisoners be handed over to the 
Board of Punishments for trial and 
punishment according to law, and the 
gendarmes are further commanded to make 
every effurt to root out the rest of the 
band. 


(5) With reference to the memorial of 
the above named Commandant presenting 
a list of deserving officers and men belong- 
ing to the northern and right battalions of 
the Peking Gendarmerie, whose watchful- 
ness, energy, aud courage have resulted in 
their capturing a large number of bandits 
and desperadoes during the year about to 
close, let the Board of War look over the 
said list and report thereon. 


6th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Some time ago the Censor Sieh Hsi- 
henge denounced a number of officials at- 
tached to the provincial government of 
Hunan, and we accordingly ordered Ch‘en 
Pao-chen, Governor of that province, to 
investigate the matter carefully and make 
a truthful report to us. His memorial is 
now before us in which he declares that at 
the time when Ch‘ien K‘ang-yung was 
acting Taotai of the Yo-ch‘ang-féng Inten- 
dancy, the provincial high authorities of 
Hunan had but just organised the marsh 
lands and fens of Nanchou and made it 
into an independent sub-prefecture. IRg- 
norant of the true reasons of the discontent 
of the people of the new sub-prefecture 
this Taotai, trusting in the interested and 
false statements of those about him, went 
personally to mark out the new boundaries, 
compelling the holders of tax certificates 
issued by the Provincial Treasurer to give 
them up to him, and by force majeure com- 
pelled the people in the neighbourhood to 
pull down and destroy the dykes and em- 
bankments in a great many places on the 
ground of encroaching upon government 
land, etc. In consequence of these arbitrary 
proceedings the Taotai in question had laid 
himself open to much adverse criticism. 
Although it has transpired that the said 
Taotai had not been found guilty of having 
received tribes to influence him in the 
matter, still as his conduct had resulted in 
conflicts between the people and soldiery 
causing the loss of several lives we consider 
that the »ccused officer has been guilty 
of criminal carelessness and negligence in 
his duties which must be punished by 
instant deprivation of all official rank 
and titles. With respect to the two ac- 
cused district magistrates, namely, the 


expectant magistrate Wu Ju-chiin, and 
Yii Liang-tung, district magistrate of T‘ao- 
yuanhsien, the first has been proved 
guilty of specious flattery and currying 
favour with his superiors, and the second of 
crafty and low cunning incompatible with 
the dignity and responsibility of his office. 
These two chehsiens are therefore also 
cashiered and dismissed the service. With 
reference to the charges made against Li 
Chin-hsi, ex-acting Provincial Judge of 
Hunan and Salt Commissioner of the 
same province, and the expectant prefect 
Yii Ch‘ing, although these two officials 
rather made a muddle of the Nanchou 
marsh-laads case as well as with the 
case of the local rowdy Chang Cho-pin, at 
that time, still as they have not been found 
guilty of having accepted bribes, etc., it is 
not necessary to deal further with the 
matter in their connection. But as regards 
the case of Jén Lin, who had been con- 
nected with the Provincial Judge’s yamén 
as secretary for many years, he has been 
found to be of a meddling vature and 
fond of getting influence through ques- 
tionable means, and it also appears 
that through his many-sided connections 
with the secretaries of yaméns in other 
provinces he had managed to get his name 
unwarrantably added to a number of pro- 
motion lists in those provinces, with which 
he had no concern, thereby obtaining pro- 
motion in an unjust manner, We there- 
fore command that the said Jén Lin be 
forthwith deported aud compelled to return 
to his own native city. Ch‘en Pao-chen 
is also ordered to make an investigation 
into the documents and papers held by the 
said secretary and find out the times and 
methods by which he procured his various 
ranks and titles, and then report them to 
the Board of Civil Appointments for can- 
cellation. 

(2) With reference to the charges of 
extortion, etc., made against Chin Yuan- 
liang, district magistrate of Fénghsien- 
hsien (Sungkiang) and acting sub-prefect 
of Taich‘angchou, by; the Censor P‘ang 
Hung-shu, we at once ordered Chao 
Shu-jan, Governor of Kiangsu, to careful- 
ly investigate them and report truthfully 
to us on the matter. The said Governor 
now states that the charges are without 
foundation, but that in a certain case in 
which he illegally punished a licentiate of 
the latter city the accused official had 
exceeded his powers. In punishment there- 
fore the said acting sub-prefect is com- 
manded to be handed over to the Board 
for the determination of adequate penalties 
as a warning to o'hers. 
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7th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lo Wén-chin is appointed Taotai of 
the Shantung section of the Grand Canal. 


(2) T‘an Chi-hsiin, Governor of Hupeh 
and acting Viceroy of the Hukuang pro 
vinces, complains of the tardiness of the 
family of one Lu Yu-ch‘ing (deceased), in 
paying to the provincial government of 
Hupeh the large sums that the said de- 
ceased official owed in connectlon with the 
land taxes and tribute rice while he held the 
seals of the sub-prefecture of Hsingchou, 
Hupeh, and the said Governor declares 
that unless drastic measures are permitted 
he fears that the direct heirs of the 
deceased sub-prefect will continue to 
delay paying the debts of their parent, etc. 
As this is p'ainly contempt for the con- 
stituted authorities on the part of the Lu 
family, we hereby command the said 
Governor to order the instant arrest 
of the responsible parties, who are to 
be held in durance until every portion 
of the debt be paid back to the pro- 
vincial exchequer of Hupeh. Investiga- 
tion must also be made as to what pro- 
perty belongs to the heirs of Lu Yu-ch ‘ing 
in Hupeh province, especially at Wuchang 
and Hsingchou where the deceased held 
office, xnd the property is to be con- 
fiscated to the government in payment of 
the debt. We further command this decree 
to be forwarded to Chao Shu-jao, Governor 
of Kiangsu, the native province of the Lu 
family, and he is commanded to make both 
secret and open enquiries as to the amount 
of landed and other property held by them 
there. This is also to be seized and sold, 
if necessary, to inake up the debt in ques- 
tion. In this way only can the provincial 
exchequer be protected. 

(3) The Captain-General of the Manchu 
Blue Banner dexounces Ying Hsien, a 
Colone] in the said Banner who also holds 
a civil office in the same organisation, for 
incapacity in the performance of his duties 
and for using official power for the purpose 
of self-aggrandisement, etc. During the 
monthly receipt of Banner rice from the 
granaries the accused had also been found 
guilty of issuing false statements in order to 
procure supplies of grain to which he had no 
title, and is further charged with keeping 
no restraint upon the conduct of his son, a 
lieutenant «of Guards, named Cli‘ung Chiin, 
who has been accused of giving and accept- 
ing bribes in connection with vacancies in 
the said Banner. We now command that the 
said Colonel be forthwith handed over to the 
Board for the determination of the severest 


penalties and his son is also to be handed 
over for adequate penalties in order that 
a restriction may be placed on such un- 
usual actions and as a warning of heavier 
punishment in the future if the accused 
do not change their present conduct. As 
for the colleagues of the said Ying Hsien, 
namely, the Colonel Fu Ch‘ang, the 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hui Yung, and the 
Supervising Secrataries, Yung Chin and Jui 
Fu, who should have discovered the illegal 
conduct of the accused when drawing rice 
from the granaries, they have been guilty of 
“lack of circumspection.” They are therefore 
also to be handed over to the Boa:d for the 
determination of penalties, the severity of 
which is to be in relation to the seriousness 
of their several faults. 


Sth February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ma-shih-pa-t‘n-’sh, Chamberlain and 
Minister of the Presence, prays that he 
may be permitted to resign his post owing 
to the se:iousness of his maladies which 
have not been cured, although granted so 
long a leave of absence. His prayer is 
granted and he is hereby allowed to retire 
into private life to attend to his sickness. 

(2) The acting Governor of Peking reports 
that the poor refuge named Chih Shan- 
t‘ang in the western city of the metropolis 
ison the point of exhausting the rice for- 


‘merly granted to the institution, owing to 


the great influx during the winter of famine 
refugees who have flocked to the place for 
cover and food, and thereby greatly in- 
creased the expenditure of grain usually 
dispensed during the ordinary winter 
months. The said Governor therefore 
prays that an extra grant be given to thia 
charitable institution to assist the gentry 
in the work of providing food and shelter 
to the famine sufferers, etc. Asa mark of 
extra Imperial bounty we hereby command 
that another grant of 400 shih of millet 
be distributed to the refuge from the 
granaries, since the extraordinary grant of 
300 shih given on a previous occasion is 
found insufficient to carry the institution 
through the present winter and early 
spting mouths. The Board of Revenue 
and the Ministers in charge of the Im- 
perial granaries are to take note thereof. 
(3) Fu Jiin, Governor of Anhui, sends 
us a list of officials under him whom he 
denounces on various grounds. He charges 
T‘ao Chia-sheh, expectant deputy depart- 
ment magistrate of Anhui, with having 
demanded presents from the yamén clerks 
and permanent staff while acting district 
magistrate of Tingyuanhsien, which con- 
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duct is contrary to the dignity and honesty 
demanded from such a responsible post. 
‘Chang Ta-chih, an expectant deputy depart- 
ment magistrate of the 3rd class, has been 
described as a man of mediocre ability 
who seems to delight in the society of 
market brokers: Chang T‘ang, an ex- 
pectant magistrate, has been charged with 
currying favour with his superiors in a 
shameless manner insomuch that his 
conduct had given rise to much adverse 
comment ; Han Chang-sze, acting magis- 
trate of Féngt‘aihsien, and Yao Yuan, 
expectant police magistrate, have been 
charged with accepting and trying certain 
cases the seriousness of which lies beyond 
their province and therefore are accused of 
exceeding their powers ; Wang Chieh-shih, 
acting gaol-warden of Yingshanhsien, has 
been accused of allowing his subordinates 
undue license, resulting in their squeezing 
the people and otherwise creating distur- 
bances, and finally Chou Kuang-lu, a 
supernumerary expectant ofticial of the 
lowest grade, has been accused of manufac- 
turing false stories, thereby causing trouble 
amongst tlose around him. All the 
officials named above are to be cashiered 
and dismissed, the object being to clear the 
official ranks of Anhui of unworthy men. 

(4) The Court of Sacrificial Worship re- 
ports the vacancy of a Vice-Presidentship 
in their Court and prays that one be ap- 

ointed. Tséng Kuang-han, Earl of Weiyi, 
grandson of the late Tséng Kuo-chuan) is 
therefore appointed to the vacant post. 

(5) The Captain-General of Gendarmerie 
reports the capture by his men of six 
desperadoes, members of a gang of bandits, 
who were arrested for the crime of murder- 
ing the head of a family whom they had 
robbed, and carrying away a quantity of 
valuables, etc., as booty. Let the crimi- 
nals be handed, at once, to the Board of 
Punishments for trial and punishment, 

(6) The Board of Civil Appointments 
and of War are commanded to look over 
the list of deserving officers and men 
presented by the Captain-General of Gen- 
dar.nerie for promotion, and report on the 
same at an early date. 

(7) FuJiin, Governor of Anhui, denounces 
the following military officers under him :— 
Men Usio-chih, a Captain of the Anhui 
disciplined Brigade, for lax discipline and 
keeping his men under no control ; Fang 
Sing-ko, a lieutenant iu the left battalion of 
the Governor’s-Brigade, and Wang Sheng- 
shou, a lance corporal in the right battalion 
of the same Brigade. These two have 
been charged with constantly breaking the 
regulations of their ‘several battalions and 


with acting in a rowdy manner. All of 
the accused officers above named are to be 
forthwith cashiered as a warning to others 


9th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Lei Yii-ch‘un is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Hsiichou (south bank of 
the Yellow River) Circuit of Kiangsu. 

(2) On the 8th instant in accordance 
with a memorial purporting to have been 
handed in by the Captain and Lieutenant- 
General of the Blue Manchu Banner, we 
ordered a Colonel of the said Banner, 
named Ying Hsien, to be handed to the 
Board for the determination of the severest 
penalties, he having been accused of per- 
forming his duties in an irregular manner, 
thereby perpetrating several frauds upon 
the government granaries, etc. His 
colleagues and the civil members of the 
Banner were also turned over to the Board 
on the charge of oversight and for having 
exercised no supervision over the conduct 
of those around them, etc. We have now 
received a memorial from Prince I-Mu, the 
Captain-General of the said Banner, and 
his colleagues, declaring that they never 
presented any memorial to the Throne on 
the day in question nor have they any 
complaints to make against Ying Hsien. 
And hence the first named memorial was a 
fraudulent one, some persons unknown at 
present having had the audacity to forge 
the names to the paper in question, ete. 
The memorislists therefore pray that strict 
commands be issued for the discovery of 
the forgers in order that they may be 
punished according to law. We are very 
much surprised at such a dénouement, and 
that there are persons here who have the 
exceeding boldness and inimitable audacity 
to forge the names of Ministers of State 
and other Peking officials and put them on 
documents destined for our eyes shows a 
pretty state of things within the environ- 
ment of the Forbidden Precincts. We 
therefore command the Minister of the 
Presence to investigate the matter at once 
and find out what officers were on duty as 
memorial transmitters on the day in ques- 
tion, and also who was the particular officer 
who received the forged document. 
Further, whether the said document had 
attached to it the official seals of the said 
Banner or not. Having made the above 
enquiries the said Ministers are to report 
tous at once. The Captain-General and 
his colleagues concerned in this matter are 
also commanded to use every effort to find 
out the perpetrators of the forgery in order 
that the matter may be exposed in its 
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minutest details, and the criminals be 
brought to punishment. Let n0 one show 
any laggardness in obeying our commands, 
thereby permitting the guilty ones to 
escape the meshes of the law. 

(Note. The lawin China enjoins sum- 
mary execution of the perpetrators of a 
forgery like the above. The male children 
of the guilty ones will also probably be 
turned into eunuchs, while the females will 
be sold into slavery. Forgery like this is 
punished as severely as in a case of high 
treason or rebellion.—T7ranslator. ] 


10th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE 


With respect to our edict yesterday 
commanding the Ministers of the Presence 
to investigate the case of forgery in cvn- 
nection with a denunciatory memorial pur- 
porting to have been written by the Captain- 
General of the Manchu Blue Banner 
charging a Colonel named Ying Hsien with 
various demeanours, etc., a preliminary 
report by the said Ministers is now be- 
fore us. They state that upon enquiry 
they find that the officer on duty on 
the 8th instant at the Palace as trane- 
mitter of memorials and who received 
the forged memorial was Féng Sheng-pu. 
This ofticer declares that the document in 
question was placed in a_ firmly-sealed 
official cover, and, although having no 
official seal of the Bluo Banner Captain- 
General had the words, ‘‘Seal stamped on 
memorial in accordance with etiquette” 
written on the cover where ofticial seals are 
usually stamped. This being the period 
of the usual legal holidays, at the end of 
the Chinese year, when tlie official seals of 
every yaménin the Empireare placed within 
their respective seal boxes and not taken out 
until the end of the new year holidays, the 
officer in question (Féng Sheng-pu) thought 
that a declaration like the above on an 
official envelope was suflicient compliance 
with Palace and otticial etiquette. Hence, 
suspecting nothing unusual in the manner of 
presenting the memorial he received it with 
a number of other covered memorials (some 
officially stamped and others with similar 
written declarations on them) and when 
his Majesty entered the Grand Council 
Chamber handed them up in the usual 
way. We, however, consider the said 
officer to be guilty of gross oversight 
and carelessness. As a matter of fact, the 
custom in Peking whenever the legal 
holidays are in force, and the official seals 
are laid by and not used for the usual 
thirty days (20th day 12th moon to the 
19th day of the 1st moon of the succeeding 


year), the yaméns in possession of official 
seals generally stamp a few oflicial envelopes. 
to provide for emergencies when memorials. 
have to be presented to the Throne during 
the holidays. These stamped envelopes 
moreover, have the character yié written on 
them in order to denote that ‘‘ preparation 
had been made in advance.” Hence, for 
the officer in charge of the transmission of 
memorials to depend simply on declarations 
like the one named is certainly a case of 
carelessness and oversight which must not 
be permitted to pass by without censure. 
Féng Sheng-pu is therefore handed to the 
Board for the determination of an adequate 
penalty and we now, once more, impress. 
upon the officers of the Blue Manchu 
Banner to use every effurt in trying to 
detect the perpetrators of the forgery in 
order that the guilty ones may be brought 
to condign punishment and the majesty of 
the law be vindicated. 


11th, 12th and 13th February. 


Last two days of the old year and Ist 
day of the new year, no State business. 
transacted. 


14th February. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


Yesterday being ‘the first day of the 
New Year and the beginning of the 22nd 
year of the reign of H.I.M. Kuanghsii, 
hls Majesty distributed a number of gold- 
brocaded and jewelled purses to Prince: 
Kung and several Princes of the Imperial 
Clan and other hereditary Princes and 
Ministers of the Imperial Court in honour 
of the occasion. Jade sceptres (ju-i) were 
also presented to Prince Kung and a 
limited number of Princes of the Blood. 
To-day the said Princes and Ministers of 
the Court returned thanks to his Majesty 
for the above gifts. 


’ 


PROMOTIONS FOR OFFICIALS CONNECTED 
WITH HANYANG IRON WORKS AND 
FOUNDRY. 


Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the Liang 
Hu provinces, states that when he was 
acting Viceroy of the Liang Kiang pro- 
vinces last year, his locwm tenens at 
Wuch‘ang, Governor T‘an Chi-hsiin of 
Hupeh, sent up to the Throne a list of 
civil and military officials connected with 
the Hanyang Iron Works and Foundry of 
Hupeh province, but omitted to give a 
detailed account of the actual status of each. 
military official and some of the civil 
officials, the claims of each man fur promo-. 
tion, etc. In October last Jui Asiin, 
President of the Imperial Academy, 
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denounced the methods in vogue amongst 
the Viceroys and Governors of provinces 
in recommending all manner and condi- 
tions of men for promotion, irrespective of 
true merit, thereby lowering the standard 
of official purity, etc. In consequence 
of this memorial his Majesty had ordered 
the Comptrollers-genera! and Presidents of 
the Boards of Civil Appointments and of 
War to make special investigations in 
future. into the claims of each canpidate for 

romotion sent up by the Viceroys and 
Baverhiork of provinces, and that if the least 
flaw were detected in such recommendations 
the whole list of names were to be sent 
back to the delinquent Viceroy or Governor 
for careful revision before any action could 
be taken in the matter in Peking. As the 
list of the said Governor of Hupeh was 
obviously made up in the usual careless 
way denounced by the said President of 
the Imperial Academy, the officials in the 
Boards of Civil Appointments and War 
had complied with his Majesty’s sacred 
instructions and had sent back to Hupeh 
the list in question. The Memorialist 
therefore reverently hastens to obey his 
Majesty’s command t» make good the 
details wanting with respect to some of the 
civil officers in the said list to be recorded 
in the books of the Civil Board, after 
which he will request the promotion 
to be given each man after weighing care- 
fully their merits and the amount of work 
accomplished by each. As Memorialist has 
not yet been furnished by the Managing 
Board of the said Iron Works with a 
detailed account of each military officer 
connected with the institution, he requests 
to be allowed further time to do sg». 
When he has completed the second list he 
will send it up to be recorded in the books 
of the Board of War. This being complied 
with in accordance with the new regulations 
sanctioned by his Maj-sty, the Memorialist 
will then suggest the promotions according 
to the merits and length of time employed 
of each candidate of this class, It will be 
noticed that several of the officers noted as 
connected with the said Iron Works are algo 
official managers of various cval and iron 
mines in Hupeh province which supply the 
said works with their output.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Civil Appointments repo:t 
thereon. 


15th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) In consequence of complaints having 
been made to us concerning the action of 
certain Colonels and Majors commanding 
battalions engaged in’ suppressing the 


Mahommedan rebellion in Kansu, on the 
gr-und that the said officers had sent in 
claims for promotion which were baseless, 
and which in reality properly belonged to 
other persons, etc., we found it expedient 
to instruct the Generalissim» in that region, 
Tung Fu-hsiang, to secretly investigate 
the said charges and report truthfully 
to us onthe matter. The said General's 
preliminary report is now before usin which 
he states that he has discovered that the 
claim for rewards put forward by Wang 
Chen-k‘un, Cul nel Commandant of the 
Liangchou foreign disciplined battalions, 
on the ground of having successfully de- 
feated the rebels in certain encounters, 
is entirely baseless. As a matter of 
fact, Wang Chen-k‘un while garrisoning 
the Chihshih barriers with his troops last 
summer, ignominiously deserted his post 
upon the approach of the rebels, abandoning. 
@ quantity of arms, ammunition, and food 
supplies to the enemy in order to make 
good his escape. He then fled with his 
brigade !0 Peit‘ashih (White Pagoda 
Monastery) which he fortified and held, 
While there he beheld with apparent 
equanimity the critical position of K‘ang 
Ta, a volunteer oticer, who with a sinall 
body of Buddhists was desperately de- 
fending a walled village (a short distance 
from Wang Chen-k‘un’s monastery) against 
the attacks of 4 superior body of rebels. 
Although repeatedly appealed toforsuccour,, 
or, at least, to make a diversion against the 
reb:ls in favour of the besieged volunteers, 
Wang Chen-k‘un turned a deaf ear to all 
the solicitations for aid, and cooped him- 
self inside the monastery ‘‘compound” 
calmly seeing the volunteers being slaugh- 
tered by the rebels when a slight forward 
movement by him would have relieved the 
loyalists from their dangerous position 
which they could have held until the rein- 
forcements which were hurring forward had 
arrived, As it was, K‘ang Ta and his little 
band of volunteers after losing most of 
their number had to abandon their position 
to the enemy, ‘This is the man who has 
had the audacity subsequently to ask for a 
reward for bravery ! Prior to his audacious 
request Generalissimo Tung Fu-hsiang had 
already obtained some of the facts relating 
to Wang Chen-k‘un’s pusillanimous and 
cowardly behaviour and had denounced the 
man’s conduct to us and upon the strength 
of this memorial Wang Chen-k‘un was 
cashiered. Since then he has had the 
supreme audacity to advance preposterous 
claims for rewards. For such an act simply 
being cashiered is to our mind too lenient 
a punishment for Wang Chen-k‘un and we 


therefore further condemn him to penal 
servitude and banishment to the post 
roads in Chinese Turkestan. 


(2) Ngeh-lé-ho-pu, Grand Secretary, etc., 
reports that his extended leave of absenco 
is again about to expire and yet his 
maladies have not been cured and he 
therefore prays that he be allowed to resign 
his posts in order the better to attend to 
his many complaints, etc. We hereby 
further grant the said Grand Secretary 
another term of two months’ leave of 
absence, there being no necessity for his 
resigning his post. 


16th February. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Hsit Chen-yi, Governor-designate of 
Kuangtung, having arrived at the capital 
from his former post in Honan, had his 
first audience of the Emperor this morning; 
during which the said officer reported the 
condition of the Yellow River administra- 
tion just vacated by him, and also thanked 
his majesty for his gracious gift of a scroll 
with the character Fu (Prosperity) written 
by the Imperial hand as a new year gift. 


DROUGHTS AND INUNDATIONS IN KIANGSU. 


Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the Hu- 
kuang provinces and acting Viceroy of the 
Liangkiang provinces, and Chao Shu-jao, 
Governor of Kiangsu, jointly memorialise 
concerning the condition of the rice districts 
in the northern portion of the last named 
province since 1894 and pray that the people 
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who have suffered through the drought and” 


inundations which afflicted these districts 
be relieved by the commutation of the land 
taxes for two years. In the autumn of 1894 
the districts comprised in the prefectures of 
Kiangning and Huaian were first visited 
by drought and then subsequently largely 
flooded by the rise of the Yangtze ond its 
tributaries caused by incessant rains in that 
region, in consequence of which the country 
therein was mostly abandoned by the in- 
habitants. Of course there are various 
degrees of suffering as some of the 
districts named were enabled to take 
in, in some instances, meagre harvests; 
hence memorialists would recommend that 
they may be authorised to make in- 
vestigations and then report to the 
Throne the amount of relief required 
by each district. In all there are twenty- 
eight districts and departments in need of 
relief and memorialists further pray that 
the arrears of taxes of the last five years 
owing by many of these districts be also 
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commuted as a proof of his majesty’s great 
bounty and love for hia people. —Rescript: 
Granted. Let careful tnwestigation be made 
and let not avaricious and dishonest yamén 
underlings be allowed to oppress the people 
in their distressed condition. 


17th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Tung Fu-hsiang, Generalissimo of the 
Imperial armies in Kansu, reports the 
subsequent operations of the Imperial 
forces «gainst the rebels in the vicinity 
of Hsining, after the raising of the siege of 
Hochou and the defeat of the enemy in that 
department, in November and December, 
1895. Owing to the critical condition of 
the city of Hsining which was then closely 
besieged by a Jarge army of Mahommedan 
rebels the said generalissimo immediately 
despatched the cavalry General, Ho Té- 
piao, at the head of four battalions of horse 
and horse artillery and made a reconnai- 
sance in force towards Hsining. He managed 
to partly raise the siege of that city but the 
rebels still hovered in its vicinity and rob- 
bed and pillaged wherever they could get a 
chance, compelling the military authorities 
there to be constantly on the alert. It was 
then determined to scour the country in 
search of these scattered bands of rebels. 
So on the 15th of January last General 
Ho Té-piao combived with Brigadier- 
General Téng Tséng of Hsining who was at 
the head of a division of foot soldiers and 
they both marched against the rebels and 
gained a number of victories over them. 
On the 18th and 19th of the same month 
the Imperial forces made a joint attack 
on some fortified villages occupied by the 
enemy, and after four days’ severe fightin 
carried these villages. On the 21st Genera. 
Ho Té-piao was severely wounded by a shot 
from the rebels, but in spite of this he re- 
solutely maintained his seat on his horse 
and in this manner captured four other 
villages with much loss of life to our troops. 
On the last occasion Mullah Kumala the 
chief of the rebels of this section of the pro- 
vince was captured by General Ho's troops 
and this occurrence caused the rebels to so 
lose heart that the vicinity to the south of 
Hsining was at once free of the pests. 
The bravery and strategic operations of 
General Ho Té-piao are much to be 
commended and we further command Tung 
Fu-hsiang to instruct Ho Té-piao to take 
advantage of the present disorganisation 
of the rebels and with the flush of victory 
amongst our troops to combine with the 
Hsining territorial forces and sweep the 


Fes. 17—18.] 


rebel pests from the face of the land, 
thereby restoring peace and good govern- 
ment over the whole province of Kansu. 


18th February. 


A FRAUDULENT CHEHSIEN. 


Sung Fan, Viceroy of the Yun-Kuei 
provinces and acting Governor of Yunnan, 
and Sung K’un, Governor of Kueichou, 
report conjointly as follows :—In August, 
1892, when Sung Fan was Governor of 
Kueichou, one Ch’en Sze-chiin, district 
magistrate of Hsinwénhsien, Kueichou, sent 
up a petition stating that a fellow provincial 
of the petitioner named Wu I-pén, a 
native of the district of Ichang, province 
of Hunan, humbly prayed the first named 
memorialist to grant him letters of intro- 
duction to the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments in order to enable him to obtain 
an audience at Peking in accordance with 
official etiquette, ete. As the official papers 
appeared 'o be all in order and showed that 
the said Wu I-pén had been employed in 
the military administration of Kueichou 
province for many years and had risen from 
the ranks of a commoner to that of an 
expectant Chelisien or district magistrate 
of Szechuan province with the brevet but- 
ton of a sub-prefect, memorialist being 
then Governor of the said province fol- 
lowed the usual precedent and granted the 
said letters of introduction. Owing however 
to the length of time since the issuance of 
the said official papers and to provide against 
fraudulent impersonation he made Wu I- 
pén’s sponsor and introducer (Ch‘en Sze- 
chiin) write out an affidavit and guarantee 
paper that the said Wu I-pén was actually 
what he represented himself to be and that 
he was well-known to the said Ch‘en 
Sze-chiin as a fellow provincial, and that 
furthermore, if there were any fraudulent 
attempts in impersonation or that false 
papers had been presented in the matter 
that the responsibility would rest on his 
sponsor as guilty of false representation, 
etc. Since then nothing subsequently 
was heard of the name of Wu I-pén in 
Kueichou ; this person having presumably 
obtained his audience and gone to 
Szechuan—the province of which, according 
to the papers presented to memorialist, he 
had been made an expectant officer. But 
on the 26th of September of last year, the 
second named memotrialist (who is now 
Governor of the province) received a peti- 
tion from Nieh Ting-chung, district ma- 
gistrate of Ts‘ingchenhsien, Kueichou, to 
‘the effect that ‘a fellow provincial of his 
named Wu I-pén, a native of Tahsien, 
‘province of Szech‘uan, had requested him 
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to be his sponsor; that he had been em- 
ployed for many years in the military and 
other administrations of the province of 
Kueichou rising from the common ranks 
to that of an expectant district ma- 
gistrate of Kueichou with the brevet 
button of a sub-prefect and the de- 
coration of a peacock’s feather. Further, 
that although many years ago he had had a 
letter of introduction to the Board of 
Civil Appointments from a former pre- 
deceesor of the second named memorialist 
the said Wu I-pén was then in too poor a 
condition to afford the required travel- 
ling expenses and the usual fees of 
an Imperial audience at Peking, in con- 
sequence of which he had delayed his 
northern journey until now. The said 
sponsor, Nieh Ting-chung, therefore 
prayed that new letters of introduction 
be given to the said Wu I-pén to the 
Board of Civil Appointments, etc. The 
said sponsor also signed and sealed an 
affidavit and guarantee declaring that 
‘*to the best of his knowledge and 
belief the said Wu I-pén was a bond jide 
expectant official of Kueichou and a native 
of Tahsien, Szechuan,” also the native 
province of the said spensor. Upon re- 
ceipt of the above the suspicions of the 
memorialists were instantly aroused by 
the similarity of names, their details and 
ranks and promotions. The first named 
Wu I-pén was a native of Hunan while 
the second was a native of Szechuan and 
had also the decoration of a peacock’s fea- 
ther which the frst had not. The matter 
required strict investigation as there cer- 
tainly had been fraud perpetrated some- 
where, and it was necessary to find out 
which was the bond fide Wu I-pén. The 
sponsors of the two Wu I-péns were then 
ordered to explain themselves. Nieh Ting- 
chung, the sponsor of the second Wu I-pén 
was the first to send in a reply and his 
statement was as follows :—Wu I-pén is 
a son of the late Wu Té-p‘u, at one time 
Provincial Judge of Kueichou, who when 
promoted to the Treasureship of Yunnan 
suddenly died before taking over his new 
post. This Wu I-pén also had a letter 
of introduction from the prefect Ch‘en 
Ting-liang, Vice-manager of the Kueichou 
Likin Bureau, also a fellow provincial, 
who had requested the petitioner to 
stand sponsor to him. To the best of 
the belief of the petitioner, the claims 
of the said Wu I-pén were bond fide and 
that there had been no frauds perpetrated, 
etc., After considerable urging Ch‘en 
Sze-chiin, the sponsor of the firat named 
WulI-pén, then replied that he had become 
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sponsor of his protégé owing to a letter 
from his’ fellow provincial, Tsou Lu- 
ch‘eng, an expectant magistrate of Kuei- 
chou, then retired into mourning and 
residing in their mutual native province 
of Hunan. In this letter Tsou Lu-ch‘eng 
had stated that the said Wu I-pén was a 
relative of his, on his wife's side, and that 
he was a son of Wu Hsi-an (second name 
Wu Hsi-yuan) formerly acting prefect of 
the provincial capital of Kueichou—Kuei- 
yangfu. This letter the said sponsor held 
in his possession which could be produced 
as proof of his own freedom from intent 
to defraud. It was also found out even- 
tually that this Wu I-pén, from Hunan, 
had a bond fide son, Wu Ts‘u-chen, who 
is a gaol-warden of the sub-prefect of 
Ts‘enhsi, Kueichou province; but upon 
investigating the said Wu Ts‘u-chen’s 
papers written by his own hand lodged 
In the Treasurer’s yamén it had transpired 
that the name he gave of his own native 
town was Hsiuhua, whereas his father, Wu 
I-pén, gave -his as Ichang. It is strange 
that the native towns of father and son 
should be different! Again, the son gave 
the name of his grandfatheras Wu Hsi-an. 
Another glaring discrepancy. With these 
before memorialists it was clearly evident 
that the fraud perpetrated was by the 
first named Wu J-pén from Hunan, and 
that as his sponsor had made an affidavit 
recognising his responsibility in case of 
fraud they would recommend that he be 
cashiered and brought to trial. Further- 
more that both father and son be also 
eashiered and tried by the Governor of 
Kueichou, the same punishment to be 
meted out to Tsou Lu-ch‘ang the man 
who gut Ch‘en Sze-chiin to stand sponsor in 
the matter. While writing this memorial, 
the memorialists have suddenly received 
despatches from Tsenhsi—where the son 
of the Hunan Wu I-pén is gaol-warden— 
stating that this person had suddenly 
resigned his post on leave, owing to receipt 
of letters from Szechuan announcing that 
his father had died at Ch‘ungking in an inn 
in that city while awaiting appointment. 
Memorialists have therefore sent men in 
pursuit of the said gaol-warden to bring 
him to Kueiyang for trial, and have also 
‘written to the Viceroy of Szechuan to 
enquire whether the Hunan Wu I-pén is 
really dead or not. As fur the Szechuan 
and true Wu I-pén who has all along been 
in Kueichou and has responsible persons 
‘to guarantee his bona fides, memorialist 
would request that he be permitted to ask 
for an audience as soon as he shall have 
arrived at Peking.—Rescript: Granted. 


19th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Jen Tao-jung is appointed acting 
Director-General of the Yellow River 
administration in Honan vice Hsii Chen-yi 
transferred to the Governorship of Kuang- 
tung province. 

(2) Wang Yueh-ngan is appointed 
Brigadier General of the military circuit 
of Ninghsia, Kansu. 


(3) With reference toa memorial the other 
day from E-ko-tan’g-4, Tartar General and 
Military Governor of Féngtien, denouncing 
certain civil officials in that province, we 
immediately instructed Li Pei-yuan, Civil 
Governor of Moukden, to secretly in- 
vestigate into the said charges and truth- 
fully report t» us on the matter. 
The report of the said Governor is now 
before us in which he states that he has 
found Yii Jui, Expectant Taotai of Féng- 
tien, guilty of unwarrantable interference 
with government matters, and receiving 
bribes for the purpose of self-aggrandise- 
ment, etc. With respect to Ch‘en Chung- 
yi, sub-prefect designated of Yingkow 
(foreign settlements of Newchwang), me- 
morialist found him to be of an avaricious 
and grasping nature and cruel in his treat- 
ment of the inhabitants under him. The 
Manchu Colonel Ying K‘ai has been found 
guilty of currying favour with the above 
named expectant Taotai. pocketing the pay 
of the troops and using his soldiers to suit 
the purposes of the said Taotai. All the 
above charges have been substantiated and 
the memorialist also joins E-ko-t‘ang-a in 
requesting that the accused be punished 
according to their demerits. Now we 
ate perfectly aware that not only has 
the military administration of Féngtier 
been sadly defective in discipline and or- 
ganisation for a number of years which 
require to be at once rectified, but the 
civil administration of the province has 
degenerated to a degree which calls for 
drastic measures. If, therefore, we do. 
not deal out proper punishment to such 
harmful officials how can it be expected to 
reform the administrative branches of that 
portion of our Empire? We therefore 
command that the accused be instantly 
cashiered and dismissed for ever from the 
public service of the country. As for the 
rest of the recommendations of the me- 
morialist let them be as suggested and let 
the Boards concerned take note thereon. 

(4) Shih Nien-tsu, Governor of Kuangsi, 
denounces one P‘an Tien-ch‘iu, formerly 
acting chehsien of Jungohunhsien, Kuangsi, 
who upon giving up his seals of office to 
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his successor was found to be Indebted to 
government ina large amount of land taxes 
and rice which should have been stored 
in the district granaries. The defaulting 
magistrate has now absconded without 
squaring his indebteduess and is presuma- 
bly now in his native province of Hunan. 
This is clearly showing a contempt for 
the law which must not be permitted to 
pass unpunished. The absconder and de- 
faulter is therefore hereby cashiered and 
Ch‘en Pao-chen, Governor of Hunan, is 
commanded to arrest the man and send 
him back to Kuangsi for trial and punish- 
ment, 


20th February. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


After granting audiences to various high 
Ministers of State, his Majesty will pro- 
ceed to-morrow morning to the Southern 
Lake to pay obeisance to H.I.M. the Em- 
press-Dowager. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
sends us the annual result of his examina- 
tions into the conduct of the department 
and district magistrates of the said province 
and notes those who deserve either the spe- 
cial approval or disapproval of the Throne. 
Kuo Chang (Manchu), district magistrate of 
Yiping, Szechuan, has been found to be par- 
ticularly well-versed in the art of governing 
the people under him and is very popular 
amongst them for his constant charity, 
justice, and benevolence towards all who 
have come in contact with him. When 
he was acting magistrate of Pahsien the 
love of the people for him during his short 
tenure of office there was something extra- 
ordinary. Again, Féng Ch‘uan (Manchu), 
district magistrate of Chengtu and depart- 
ment magistrate designate of Kangchou, 
is a man of straightforward and frank 
character, brave and able in the dis- 
charge of his duties. His activity in 
rooting out brigandage in his district has 
further gained distinction for himself and 
he seems to be always striving to earn 
promotion by earnest attention to his 
duties. Chang Hsi-ko, department magis- 
trate of Héchou, is a man experienced 
and careful in discharging the duties 
of his office and has always possessed 
a@ reputation for clean-handedness. The 
same may also be said of Chang To, 
district magistrate of Wénchianghsien, 
who is moreover of an unassuming disposi- 
tion. Chang Chiu-chang, district magis- 
trate of Tsénchianghsien, is a man who 
has gained a good reputation for the 
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clever way he has settled difficult cases 
brought before him for trial, and is further- 
more capable of bearing great fatigue and 
unwearied exertions in trying to settle 
cases equitably. ‘The above officers,” 
declares the Viceroy in question, ‘‘are all 
men above the common run of officials and 
if they receive the approval of the Throne 
it will prove a further incentive to them to 
work the harder in order to obtain greater 
distinction.” We readily agree with this 
and command Lu Ch'‘uan-lin to transmit 
to the officers named above our hearty 
approval of their-conduct and exhortation 
to continue in their endeavours to gain the 
favourable consideration of the Throne and 
their superior officers. As for Chao Kung- 
fu, sub-prefect of Tachienlu, who has 
proved himself to be a man of a lazy dis- 
position, we are of the opinion that he 
is unfit for a post on the frontiers of 
Tibet and therefore order him _ to 
resign his post and await further employ- 
ment. Chao MHsien-chang, department 
magistrate of Huilichou, having shown him- 
self to be a man of a cruel and avaricious 
nature and addicted to placing too much 
reliance on the statements of yamén under- 
lings and scribes, is hereby degraded to 
the rank of a deputy department magis- 
trate. As for the rest of the said Viceroy’s 
suggestions let them be as recommended 
and let the Board concerned take note. 

(2) Another memorial from the same 
Viceroy denounces a number of military 
officers belonging to the territorial forces of 
Szechuan: Chiang Kuo-lin, an expectant 
Colonel of Szechuan and now acting 
Colonel of the Suiching battalion, is 
accused of fault-finding, cruelty, and always 
demanding money from his soldiers in such 
a way that the latter are on the verge of 
mutiny and full of complaints to make 
to the memorialist. Liu Ch‘uan-t‘ai, 
also an expectant Colonel, is accused 
of possessing avariciousness and covetous- 
ness, and of a false and crafty nature. He 
has been especially distinguished for his 
audacity and reckless conduct towards his 
superiors. Li Hsing-jén, acting Major of 
the Salt excise battalion, is accused of 
possessing many evil habits of an aggravated 
nature, and has been found unwarrantably 
interfering with civil cases amongst the 
people. Ho Chuang-chii, First Captain of 
the battalion, and Wang Ping-tsing, an 
expectant First Captain, have been found 
guilty of avarice, fraud, and being addicted 
to deceiving those about them. All of which 
conduct is derogatory to the fair reputation 
of military officers and deserving of punish- 
ment, Let the persons denounced in this 


memorial be forthwith cashiered and dis- 
missed the service in order that the ranks 
of the military officers of Szechuan may 
be purified from such disgraceful conduct. 
21st February. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will proceed, after breakfast 
and after despatching affairs of state, to the 
Southern Lake to pay obeisance to the 
Empress Dowager, after which the Court 
returns to the Capital in order that his 
Majesty might preside over a banquet to be 
given at the Tze-Kuang-Ko audience hall 
to the Mongol princes, dukes, and nobles, 
now in Peking to pay their new year 
obeisances to the Throne. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) On the 24th of the month all princes, 
dukes, and high Ministers of State who 
happen to be on duty at the palace on that 
day are commanded to appear at Court in 
full dress. 

(2) Chang Chih-wan, Grand Secretary 
and Comptroller-General of the Board of 
War, reports that his sick leave is about 
to expire and yet his maladies have not 
been healed and he therefore humbly prays 
that be may beallowed to resign his various 
posts, etc. As there is no occasion for 
his resigning we hereby grant him another 
extended leave of two months more. 


22nd February. 
No news of interest. 

23rd February. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Board of Astronomy presented this 
morning, to his Majesty, a diagram of the 
approaching eclipse of the moon. His 
Majesty will proceed to-morrow morning, 
after the transaction of State business, to 
the Southern Lake to pay obeisance to 
H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager. 

No papers of interest. 

24th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Té Shou, Governor of Kiangsi, sends us 
the result of the annual investigation into 
the conduct of his subordinates. He states 
that he has found Ch‘eng Hsiin, Taotai 
of the Kuang-jao-chin Intendancy (Kiu- 
kiang Taotaiship) to have so acted in 
a straightforward and honest manner that 
he is feared and respected by all his 
people. Mu Té-fén, an expectant Taotai, 
Is &@ man with much experience in adminis- 
trative affairs, and is fit for any post of 
importance, Chiang Yii-ch‘ang, prefect 
of Juichow, has always shown himeelf 
clean-handed, loves the people, and is ener- 
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getic in the encouragement of the rearing 
of silkworms and the cultivation of the 
mulberry tree so that this branch of 
industry is already in a fair way of success 
in his prefecture. With reference to 
Cheng Kung-ts‘ai, district magistrate of 
Yungninghsien, he has proved himself to 
be clever and energetic in the performance 
of his duties and is, moreover, of a 
courageous nature, brave in doing what he 
thinks is right. When his district was 
infested by bandits two years ago and the 
local rowdies were preparing to rebel the 
firmness and bravery shown by this magis- 
trate in dealing with the question and the 
quick manner in which he enforced peace 
in his jurisdiction is a further proof of his 
ability and courage. The said Governor 
heartily recommends the above oflicers to 
our favourable notice and we therefore com- 
mand him to transmit to the officers con- 
cerned our commendation of their conduct 
and exhort them to continue in all earnest- 
ness to deserve our Imperial approval. 
In the same memorial the said Governor 
further denounces Jen Kuo-ch‘uan, district 
magistrate of Lungchiianhsien ; Ch‘en I-fan, 
district magistrate of Yenshanhsien ; Chou 
Wén-ch‘ao, district magistrate of Hsin- 
ch‘anghsien ; Yao Chin-hsi, district magis- 
trate of Chinganhsien, and Yang Yii-ts‘ing, 
Second Captain of the Kiukiang rear batta- 
lion. The above officers have been charged 
with low conduct, avarice, fawning, and 
otherwise conducting themselves in a man- 
ner calculated to bring the service into 
ridicule. Chou Wén-ch‘ao is charged with 
being a drunkard and ignorant of the first 
principles of government, while the Second 
Captain Yang Yii-ts‘ing is accused of 
encouraging his men to disobey their 
superior officers and commit outrages 
amongst the people. Let all of the ac- 
cused noted above be instantly cashiered 
and dismissed the service. As for Lien 
Chieh, department - magistrate of Ining- 
chou, and Tso Ping-chiin, district mugis- 
trate of Nganjénhsien, who have been 
charged with lack of abilities and mediocre 
talents, let them be ordered to resign 
their posts and await other employment. 
With reference to the charge against Fu 
Ch‘eng-lung, expectant Lieutenaut Colonel 
and acting Commandant of the Kiukiang 
Rear battalion, to the effect that he is too 
lax and unable to maintain discipline in 
his battalion, let him be ordered to report 
at Nanch‘angfu, the provincial capital of 
Kiangsi, and let the said Governor quietly 
investigate his ordinary conduct and see 
whether he is really what he has been 
described. 
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25th February. 

His Majesty entertained at a banquet 
this noon the Princes, Dukes and nobles 
of the Imperial Clan in honour of the new 
year festivities. To-erh-chi-p‘o-la-mu was 
his Majesty’s cup-bearer on this occasion. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Shao Chi-ch‘eng is promoted to be Trea- 
surer of Kueichou and Wén Hai is pro- 
moted to the Provincial Judgeship vice 
Shao Chi-ch‘eng promoted as above. 


26th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Hsing Lu is appointed Taotai of the 
Yentung Intendancy of Yunnan, vice Wen 
Hai promoted Provincial Judge of Kuei- 


chou. 
27th February. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


As the post of prefect of Yunnanfu is 
one of great importance let the Viceroy 
and Governor of the said province select 
the man they think best fitted for the post, 
and let Ts‘ao Hung-hsiin be appointed to 
the post vacated by the prefect of their 
choice. 

28th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

T‘an Chi-hsiin, Governor of Hupeh and 
acting Viceroy of the Hukuang provinces, 
denounces a certain military officer in the 
former province. Li Chung-fa, expectant 
Colonel and Commandant of the middle 
battalion of the Wukang brigade, has been 
charged with being unable to keep his men 
in order when on the point of disbandment, 
insomuch that the troops mutinied and 
caused a great disturbance, etc. This isa 
plain proof that the said Colonel did not 
observe proper discipline when the batta- 
lion was in commission and he is therefore 
punished by being instantly cashiered and 
dismissed the service. 


29th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘ang Shun, Tartar General and 
Military Governor of Kirin, reports that as 
En Hsiang, Deputy Military Governor of 
Hunch‘un, is about to go to Peking for an 
Imperial audience we should appoint some 
one to take his place. Sha-k‘6-tu-lin-tsa-pu, 
Deputy Military Governor of Ninguta, is 
hereby transferred to Hunch‘un ad interim, 
and Fu Liv-pu is appointed to take his 
place at Ninguta. 

(2) The Mongol Prince Na Yen-t‘u is 
appointed to conduct the Mongol princes, 
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dukes and nobles (who have come to Pe- 
king to congratulate us on the new year) to 
E-ho Park on the morning of the 3rd 
proximo and present them to H.I.M. tbe 
Empress-Dowager. They are to arrive at 
the Park Palace at ten o’clock precisely on 
that day. 
1st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The other day Yii Lu, then Military 
Governor of Féngtien, recommended to 
our favourable notice, the expectent 
Taotai Yii Jui. the sub-prefect Ch‘en 
Chung-wei, and the Manchu Colonel Ying 
K‘ai, saying that they were men of ability 
and deserved high appointment, etc. Yu 
Lu’s successor, E-ké-t‘ang-4, however, de- 
nounced them and Li Pei-yuan, Civil 
Governor of Moukden, corroborated the 
charges made against the three men and 
they have all been cashiered and dismissed 
for ever from the public service. As Yti 
Lu now Tartar General of Foochow evi- 
dently has been misled by his partiality 
for the men, he must not be allowed to 
pass unpenalised and he is therefore 
to be handed over to the Boards for the 
determination of adequate penalties. 


2nd March. 
THE COURT. 


After transacting affairs of State his 
Majesty attended by his Court went, this 
afternoon, to the Tzekuang Pavilion to 
witness a pyrotechnic display in honour 
of the New Year festivities. After which 
his majesty returned to the Palace in the 
Forbidden Precincts. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

H.E. Li Hung-chang, Special Ambas- 
sador to the Court of Russia to attend the 
Coronation of the Czar, had his final 
audience of his Majesty in the Grand 
Council Chamber yesterday (1st March), 
prior to his starting for his mission abroad. 
His Majesty gave H.E. his final instruc- 
tions and H.E. then paid his farewell 
obeisances and retired. 


3rd March. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCES. 


His Majesty granted, this forenoon, New 
Year audiences at the Wénhua Throne- 
hall to Their Excellencies Denby, United 
States Minister; Cassini, Russian Minis- 
ter; Schenck, German Minister; Gérard, 
French Minister; Bardi, Italian Minister ; 
Hayashi, Japanese Minister ; Cologan, 
Spanish Minister; Loumyer, Belgian Minis- 
ter; Knobel, Netherlands Minister; and the 
British Chargé d’ Affaires, Beauclerk, and 
their respective suites. 


His Majesty also granted audience this 
morning to Jen Tao-jung, acting Director- 
General of the Yellow River, and to Hsii 
Chen-yi, Governor designate of Kuantung, 
both of whom asked for final ingtructions 
prior to starting for their respective posts. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of 
the Liang Kiang provinces, reports the 
death of a General and Commander of 
brigade, at his headquarters, and 
prays that the Imperial .bounty may be 
exercised in a way above the usual gifts 
and posthumous honours owing to the 
good record held by the deceased 
for bravery, good administration of those 
under him, etc. The subject of the above 
prayer is Liu Ho-lin, an expectant Pro- 
vincial Commander-in-Chief, who first made 
his mark as a bray officer in the campaigns 
against the Taiping rebels during the fifties. 
The deceased served in the provinces of 
Kiangsi, Szechuan, Kansu (the last two 
provinces against the Northern Mahomme- 
dans rebels) and in Yunnan and Kueicliou 
(in these two provinces the deceased served 
against the Southern Mahommedan rebels.) 
In all the battles fought during these 
several campaigns the deceased conducted 
himself in such a manner as to call for 
the admiration of his superiors and 
subordinates alike, and it was through his 
exertions and activity that the Imperial 
armies were enabled, to a great degree, 
to reduce a number of well-defended 
cities hitherto held by the rebels in de- 
fiance of the previous efforts of the deceased 
officer’s predecessors. Last year while 
engaged in organising the new battalions 
raised by the said memorialist the deceased 
officer over- worked himself and consequent- 
ly fella victim to a fatal sicknes contracted 
while engaged in the performance of his 
duties. Such able, brave and conscientious 
conduct in an officer like the deceased is 
rare and we regret greatly at losing such 
a good officer. We therefore gladly grant 
the request to record Liu Ho-lin’s military 
achievements in the dynastic history, and 
further command that the Board concerned 
provide the means for his burial according 
to the rites and ceremonies permitted in 
the case of a Provincial Commander-in- 
chief. In this manner we hope to soothe 
the spirit of a loyal and energetic officer. 
The several Boards concerned are ordered 
to take note thereon. 

(2) The same Viceroy also prays for 
similar honours to be paid to Sieh Yii-hsiin, 
late expectant Provincial Commander-in- 
chief, and ex-Brigadier-General first of the 
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military circuit of Yungchou, Hunan, and, 
subsequently, of the military circuit of 
Holichen, Yunnan. . The deceased disting- 
uished himself as one of the coterie of brave 
military officers who served under the late 
Marquis Tséng JXuo-fan and his brother the 
late Earl Tséng Kno-chu‘an, in their cam- 
paigns against the Taiping rebels. He was 
specially decorated when Nanking, then 
capital of Taipingdom, fell before the 
victorious armsof the brothers Tséng, and 
he was the firat man to mount and get 
on top of the walls of that strong city 
upon the storming and capture of this 
stronghold in the 3rd year of the reign 
of Ttungchih (1863-4). While Brigadier- 
General of the two circuits above named 
his popularity and kindness to all under 
him were so uniformly great that soldiers 
and inhabitants always lived at peace and 
mutual concord without a single disturbing 
element. Sickness compelled the deceased 
to resign his Yunnan appointment, and last 
year (1894) while engaged in completing the 
defences of Kiangnan against a foreign foe 
(Japanese) the said officer succumbed to a 
serious illness contracted while engaged in 
the performance of his duties. We deeply 
regret to learn of the death of this loyal 
and brave officer and therefore command 
that his military achievements be recorded 
in the dynastic history and that his name 
be inscribed, and his image placed, in 
all the memorial temples dedicated to the 
late Marquis Tséng Kuo-fan, Earl Tséng 
Kuo-chuan and Hu Lin-yi, late ex-Viceroy 
of the Liangkiang provinces, under whom 
the deceased had served with such distinc- 
tion for the past forty years. The Boards 
concerned are commanded to take note 
thereon. ’ 

(3) An Ch‘un, Superintendent of Octroi 
at the Shahu gate of the Great Wall, has 
just returned to Peking and reports the 
completion of his one-year appointment 
and also brings back with him a surplus of 
Tis. 5,872, collected: over and above the 
regular limit required by law. He now 
memorialises requesting to know what is to 
be done with the said surplus. Let this 
surplus be handed to the Treasurer of the 
Privy Purse there being no necessity, 
under the circumstance, to reward the said 
An Ch‘un with this money. 

(4) Pien Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of the 
Min-Ché provinces, accuses one Lu Ch‘ing- 
yuen, an expectant prefect of Fukien, of 
being fond of display and extravagance, and 
being possessed of a doubtful reputation. 
But as ho is a chinshih. in literary rank 
his learning should be above the ordinary 
run of such officials and instead, therefore, 
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of being cashiered we will, in consideration 
of this, simply degrade him to the rank of 
a Director of Studies to await appointment 
from the Board of Civil Appointments and 
of Rites. Against Li Hsiian, an expectant 
district magistrate, and Chang Ch'‘ao-lu, 
former acting district magistrate of Hai- 
ch‘enghsien, the said Viceroy charges the 
former of having a clouded intellect, and 
being addicted to misjudging cases brought 
before him, and against the latter magistrate 
it is said that he has been guilty of encourag- 
ing his yamén underlings to extort from the 
people in such a manner that his name is 
execrated by thousands of people. These 
two magistrates are ordered to be instantly 
cashiered, as also Wang Tze-fu and Liu 
Hsio-k‘un, two deputy district magistrates 
of Fukien, who have been guilty of various 
misdemeanours incompatible with the 
dignity of their rank. 
4th March. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will proceed to-morrow 
morning, affer the transaction of State 
affairs, to Eho Park Palace to pay his 
obeisance to H.I.M. the Empress Dowager; 
after which his Majesty returns to Peking. 
The Court is commanded to attend his 
Majesty. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 

With reference to the memorial of the 
Tsungli Yamén requesting that a high 
Minister be appointed to take control of 
the newly-organised Official Library (i.e., 
the new name of the Reform Association), 
let Siin Chia-nai, President of the Board 
of Works, etc., be appointed to the new 
post. 

No papers of interest. 


5th March. 
THE NAVAL SCHOOL AT NANKING. 


Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of the 
Liang Kiang provinces, reports that as the 
Naval Academy has resulted satisfactorily 
and borne fruit he now reverentially obeys 
his Majesty’s command to recommend for 
promotion those officers whose efforts have 
been crowned with success in the matter, 
in order that the deserving ones may be 
rewarded with the gracious bounty of the 
Throne, and as an encouragement to further 
efforts. The Naval School in question was 
first instituted by H.E. the late Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘uan, then Viceroy at Nanking ; 
but until 1890 no recommendation for the 
Imperial bounty on behalf of the deserving 
officers of the academy had been suggested 
to the Throne. In that year Shen Ping- 
ch‘en, then acting Viceroy, memorialised 


his Majesty on the subject suggesting that 
the Nanking academy should be conducted 
on the same lines as the Naval and Military 
Academies in the Peiyang Administration, 
viz: that in order to stimulate those con- 
nected wlth them to exertions towards 
distinction, recommendations for rewards 
for deserving officers and students belong- 
ing to the Nanking Naval Academy should 
be made to the Throne once every two 
years. This was approved of by his 
Majesty, and orders given that the officers 
and staff in charge of the said acndemy 
have their names and several duties re- 
corded in the books of the Boards of Civil 
Appointments and of War. When Liu 
K‘un-yi became Viceroy he paid special 
attention to the needs of the academy and 
gave strict instructions to the officers in 
charge to exert themselves in ensuring 
diligence and discipline amongst the 
students, etc. Since then four years have 
elapsed, and in the meanwhile, the students 
have been thoroughly grounded in the 
written language of their native country and 
alsomade conversant with foreign languages. 
They have also given special attention to 
such studies as translating from Chinese 
into foreign languages and vice versd, 
algebra, trigonometry (spherical and plane} 
geometry, physics, chemistry, analysis, 
astronomy, geology, and geography, etc. 
They have been taught the science of 
navigation, taking observations by means 
of the sextant, and the science of naval 
construction. In athletic exercises the 
students have received instruction in batta- 
lion and other drills, target shooting, 
mounting masts, and also gymnastic exer- 
cises, in all of which they have proved 
themselves proficients thus providing ex- 
ercise and instruction for both body and 
mind. The day is divided into studies of 
Chinese, foreign languages, navigation and 
drills, and once a term of three months, 
ordinary examinations are held by deputies 
appointed by the Viceroy, while once a 
year a grand examination is held presided 
over by the Viceroy himself. From 
year to year visible and marked pro- 
gress has been made by the students. 
In the summer and autumn of last year 
a British naval officer was specially 
invited to examine the first class stu- 
dents of the navigation and naval en- 
gineering departments of the academy 
who were reported to have completed their 
course of studies, and he gave to memori- 
alist a most glowing account of the results 
of his inspection, and declared that these 
cadets were fully qualifled for the 
technical part of their duties. Later 
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on memorialist himself also made a 
persoual inspection and examination of the 
academy «nd observed for himself that 
diligence and earnest endeavour in perfect- 
ing themselves were not wanting amongst 
the scholars, and that they could compete 
with any other similar institution in the 
quantity and quality of their work. As the 
naval forces «f the empire form one of the 
most important branches of defence, and as 
academies of the above sort are the feeders 
of the Imperial navy, memorialist warmly 
recommends that the oflicers and instructors 
who have had charge of the academy and 
discharged the various duties of their posts 
so well should be well rewarded by his 
Majesty for their unflagging zeal and 
the success of their efforts. The chief 
Directur, the Taotai Kuei, especially de- 
serves his Majesty's gracious bounty. As 
four years have elapsed, and as by a 
former edict noted above, promotions 
should be allowed once every two years, 
the officers, staff, and graduates of the 
academy should be given two steps of pro- 
motion. The graduating classes will be 
sent to their training ship soon, and they 
will be given chances to rise in the future 
in accordance with their several abilities. 
A list of the deserving ones is appended 
to this memorial.—Rescript: Let the Boards 
concerned report thereon. 


6th March. 
No papers of interest. 


7th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The Censor. Hsi Lin, reports that 
lineal heirs and descendants of prominent 
deceased officers and Ministers of State 
have special privileges accorded them after 
purchasing Tactai’s or prefect’s rank, as they 
are placed intl.e rank of those to be specially 
appointed by the Throne. Asa means of 
gaining money these privileged ones 
often sell their privileges to the plu- 
tocracy who are anxious to enter into 
substantive employment and so the said 
Censor suggests that some means be devised 
to check the evil, etc. The Board of Civil 
Appointments is commanded to report upon 
the above memorial. 


(2) The Directors-General of the Imperial 
Granaries and the Governor of Shuntienfu 
jointly report that owing to the great in- 
flux of famine refugees into North Tungchow 
last winter the 1,500 shih of grain usually 
granted annually to the gruel stations at 
Wangshuyuan, etc., in the city and suburbs 
of North Tungchow, have been found in- 
sufficient and a scarcity in gruel supply 


will soon result if help be not extended 
to the officers charged with distributing 
the above reliefs. Since such is the case 
let another 500 shih be taken from the 
Tungchow granaries and given to the gruel 
stations at Wangshuyuan, etc., and the 
yamén concerned is commanded to take 
note thereon. 
THE COURT. 


His Majesty will proceed to-morrow 
morning, after the transaction of State 
affairs, to Eho Park to pay his obeisances 
to H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager. 


8th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The General commanding the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture by his 
men of a gang of robbers who had been 
incessantly pillaging the country around 
Peking, with firearms and weapons in 
their hands, and whose last act was to cut 
down and wound the inmates of a house in 
the suburbs and take away considerable 
property, etc. Let theseven men captured 
by the above force be immediately handed 
to the Buard of Punishments to be dealt 
with according to the laws of the land and 
let vigorous search be made for the re- 
mainder of the gang still at large. We 
further grant permission to the said 
General to send us the names of the officers 
and men who distinguished themselves by 
this service as soon as the said Board shall 
have sentenced the guilty connected with 
this case. 

(2) Decree expressing regret at the news 
of the death of Tsai Tsin, a hereditary 
noble of the Imperial lineage and brevet 
Duke in rank and an assistant Grand 
Chamberlain. A shroud inscribed with 
the Zolo prayers, the work of the Tibetan 
Dalai Lama or Buddhist Pontiff is granted 
to the deceased noble and Tis. 1,000 
from the Privy Purse is ordered to be 
paid to the family of deceased as funeral 
expenses as an extra mark of Imperial 
grace. 

(3) Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of 
the Liang Kiang provinces, denounces 
Tung Ping-hou, district magistrate of 
Jukaohsien, and Wang Chao-sung, district 
magistrate of T‘aihsinghsien, both of 
Kiangsu, the one for obstinacy and stupidity 
and being under the baneful influence of 
his yamén underlings, and the other for 


- mediocrity of ability and being addicted to 


currying favour with those above him. 
The two magistrates are hereby cashier- 
ed and dismissed the service. Ts‘ao 
Ming-chih, former magistrate of Luhohsien, 
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Kiangsu, is denounced for being a man of 
ordinary abilities but addicted to avarice. 
He is degraded to the rank of a deputy 
district magistrate as a warning. Shen 
Kuei-jén, deputy assistant Salt Commis- 
sioner of T‘aichou, is accused of being 
of a crafty nature and no ability. When 
he purchased the rank of a Taotai recently 
instead of reporting the matter to his 
superiors and resigning his post under 
the new conditions of his standing, he 
kept the thing secret, being reluctant to give 
up a lucrative post. Shen Kuei-jén is 
hereby ordered to resign his oftice at once, 
and is handed to the Buard for the deter- 
mination of adequate penalties. 


MILITARY AND RAILWAY ACADEMIES AT 
NANKING. 


Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of the 
Liang Kiang provinces, reports the advis- 
ability of forming a Military Academy and 
a school for instruction in the science of 
Railway building to be connected with the 
first named establishment as an adjunct. 
Memorialist had been led to inaugurate 
the two institutions from the fact of the 
organisation by him of The Ad Astra 
Brigade, consisting of picked young men 
trained to become cavalry, infantry, and 
artillerymen and sappers and miners, under 
German instructors, concerning which a 
memorial had already been sent to the 
Throne and approved of by his Majesty. 
China is sadly in want of trained material 
to resist the aggressiveness of outside na- 
tions and the reason why Germany’s armies 
are superior to those of other European 
countries is due to the fact that every man 
in the former country is a soldier whilst 
those who have shown superior knowledge 
in their duties and clever talents are made 
officers. Not a single officer in the German 
armies but has graduated from some 
military academy or other. Hence the 
superiority of Germany over others. If 
China desires to be strong she must follow 
these lines and encourage every military 
man to study at military academies like 
those in Germany. To do so academies 
must be established throughout the whole 
empire—the more the better. Ten years ago 
a military academy was established in 
Tientsin. At that time memorialist was 
Viceroy of the Two Kuang provinces, and 
he also followed the example of the 
Peiyang authorities by establishing a 
similar academy at Canton, Although the 
nuwiber of graduates turned out by the 
two institutions named above is but 
limited yet opportunity has been taken 
to utilise their services by using them 


31 


as officers in the new German-drilled 
brigade (Ad Astra) organised recently by 
the memorialist and already reported to 
the Throne in a former memorial. Even 
if it should turn out that the graduates 
above noted be not thoroughly fitted for 
their new posts, yet with the foundation 
already grounded in them they would be 
able to better their knowledge much 
faster with their new instructors than 
would have happened in the case of 
young officers who have had no proper 
training before. That these academies 
have borne good fruit, however, cannot 
be denied and the young graduates have 
already proved their efficiency in more 
instances than one of late years. But 
two academies are not sufficient for China 
nor even three, and it remains for the gov- 
ernment to establish as many as possible for 
the empire which needs them to withstand 
the aggressions of outsiders in the future. 
There is already a naval academy established 
at Nanking and memorialist has decided 
therefore to establish a military academy at 
the Yiféng gate of the same city, spaciously 
laid out and constructed after German 
methods, Memorialist has already tele- 
graphed to Hsii Ching-ch‘eng, our minister 
at Berlin, to engage five Professors of 
military science to take charge of the new 
academy. The cadets will all be above 
twelve and under nineteen years of age, 
chosen for their brightness, physique, and 
an average knowledge of the written 
language, and the limit will be 150 boys to 
commence with. The school will be divided 
into cavalry, infantry, artillery (horse and 
foot), engineering, and fortifications classes, 
and strategy and tactics will be carefully 
taught in the academy. Two years will be 
devoted to preliminary studies and drills 
peculiar to each of the above classes, and 
the third year will be mainly occupied in 
the practical study of artillery in all its 
branches. German will also be taught in 
order to enable the graduates to keep up 
their knowledge by reading any new Ger- 
man military books and inventions that 
may in the future be published. At the 
end of the third year a grand examination 
will be held and commissions in the army 
distributed to each graduate, according to 
their various merits. The amount required 
to lay out the parade grounds, etc., and 
the building of dormitories and recitation 
rooms for the new academy will be over 
Ts. 40,000, and this sum will be furnished 
from the Kiangnan Military Defence Ad- 
ministration’s treasury. The annual expen- 
diture will also be something over Ts. 
40,000. As railways will be a portion of 
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the strategic defences of the empire, 
memorialist intends to form an adjunct to 
the academy of a school for the study of 
railway engineering and _ construction. 
In foreign countries there are various 
Boards similar in functions and authority 
to the Six Boards of China. Amongst 
these a minister of the highest class is 
appointed to preside specially over the 
Railways of the country, which is called 
the Board of Railway Cummunications. 
There are also high and primary grade 
schools in these countries where railroad 
construction, etc., are taught and their 
number is like the trees of a forest. 
Memorialist has heard that in Germany 
alone there are several tens of thousand 
men who have made special study of rail- 
ways, and this number is just sufticient to 
contro] the 100,000 odd miles of railway 
in all its branches in that empire. China 
is just commencing to construct railways 
throughout the empire, but the supply of 
native experts in this science is practically 
nil. We must therefore use foreign aid. 
As an attempt to supply this want memoria- 
list intends to establish a railway school 
under the instruction of three foreign 
instructors who shall teach a class of ninety 
youths to commence with. The annual 
expenditure required for this school will 
be something over Tls. 20,000. As this 
branch of study is connected with the 
defensive measures of the empire we cannot 
get along without it. Thus there will be 
required over Tls. 60,000 per annum which 
memorialist has made arrangements to 
provide for in the future and for which 
he prays his Majesty’s approval and con- 
sent. —Rescript: Granted. Let the Boards 
concerned take note. 


9th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(Land 2) Deputing ministers of the Court 
to sacrifice at the River god’s tomple, 
K‘unmin Lake, Dragon temple, and temple 
dedicated to the Emperors of preceding 
dynasties (commencing with Fu Hsi, B.C. 
4000) on behalf of the Emperor. 

(8) Li Tsao-fa is transferred to be Senior 
Supervisor of Instruction of the Heir Ap- 
parent and Wong MHsi-fan to be Junior 
Supervisor of Instruction. 


10th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) With reference to the denunciations, 
recently, of the Hanlin Recorder, Wén 
Ting-shih, charging certain things against 
various district magistrates of Kiangsi pro- 
vince, we deputed Governor Té Shou to 


make investigation thereon and report 
the results in a truthful mauner to us, in 
which he states that the charges against 
Shen Shou-lung, district magistrate of 
Hsinhsinghsien, Kiangsi, of receiving and 
demanding bribes are groundless; but 
that the ouly thing of which complaint can 
be made against this official is unfitness 
for his post by reason of not knowing the 
temper of the people and requirements of 
the district over which he has been placed. 
Shen Shou is therefore ordered to resign 
his present appointment and await further: 
orders. Liu Kuang-huan, district magis- 
trate of Tayiihsien, was charged with mali- 
cious accusations in a robbery case against 
certain innocent persons in his Magistracy ;: 
but the said Governor finds the charges un- 
proved, although the accused magistrate: 
had been reprehensible in interfering be- 
yond his powers with respect to some 
hill-land he had gone to measure. For 
this, we command that the said magistrate 
be handed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of adequate penalties. With reference 
to the charges against Ts‘ui Ch‘i-hsin, 
sub-prefect of Lienhuating, having beer 
proved to have been unduly influenced 
by relatives who followed him to his. 
post, we command that he be instantly 
eashiered in punishment thereof. The: 
charges against Cheng Pang-chao, acting 
district magistrate of Poyanghsien, having 
been found unproven by the said Governor, 
there is no necessity of dealing further 
with the case. 

(2) Sung Fan, Viceroy of the Yun Kuet 
provinces, recommends that the official 
deeds of the late Governor T‘an Chiin-. 
hsi of Yunnan, be entered in the dynastic 
history, etc. As the deceased Governor 
had been for eight years Governor of Yun- 
nan, during which time the people of the 
province had received incalculable benefits 
at his hands, and, moreover, as he had 
given distinguished and important services 
to his country by rooting out the bandits 
and desperadoes on the frontiers of the 
province, we heartily concur with the 
recommendations of the memorialist, as 
the deceased officer really deserves the dis- 
tinction of being recorded in the dynastic 
history. The request is therefore granted. 

(3) The same Governor denounces cer- 
tain civil and military.officials in Yunnan. 
Ch‘en Chan-lin, expectant sub-prefect and 
Commissioner of the Poyih Likin Station, 
has been charged with failing to keep 
control over his excise men insomuch that 
a fracas resulting in loss of life occurred 
recently; Hua Shang-jung, gaol-warden 
of Lunanchou, has been charged with 
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extortion and receiving bribes; Huang 
Shang-ts‘ing, First Captain in charge of 
one of the military posts near Yunnanfu, 
has been accused of lack of discipline in 
consequence of which his soldiers killed 
some citizens without just cause; and, 
finally, Yang Yuan. expectant Major and 
Second Captain of the Chaot‘ung right 
battalion, has been charged with receiving 
bribes From the aboriginal chief, T:ai Mu. 
As all the charges above made are serious 
we hereby command that all the accused 
named above be forthwith cashiered and 
dismissed the service as a warning to others. 
The Boards concerned are ordered to note 
thereon, 


11th March. 
DEGRADING A MILITARY OFFICER. 


Shih Nien-tsu, Governor of Kuangsi, 
denounces one Tai Yii-ch‘ang, expectant 
Second Captain of Kuangsi, for dis- 
obedience of orders upon the parade 
ground, As there is necessity of en- 
forcing discipline in the ranks of the army, 
we grant the request of the memorialist 
to degrade the said officer to the rank of 
lieutenant under probation, The Board of 
War is ordered tu take note thereon. 


12th March. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Governor of Peking reports the fall 

of over four inches of snow yesterday. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Siin Chia-nai, President of the Board 
of Works and Governor Adjoint of Peking, 
and the Governor of Shuntienfu conjointly 
send us a list of deserving civil officers who 
have worked diligently at their duties as 
local mandarins in the said Imperial pre- 
fecture, during the year just passed. Let 
the memorinlists transmit the Imperial 
approval to these officials with the exlorta- 
tion to continue earnestly in their duties in 
order that they may deserve the rewards 
and Imperial approval iv store for them 
in the future. With reference to the sub- 
prefect of Ch‘angpingchou, who has been 
charged with maintaining an effete police 
organisation, let the said official be removed 
from his post as a punishment. The two 
gaol-wardens of Tahsinghsien and Tungan- 
hsien who have been accused of misde- 
meanours incompatible with the posts they 
hold, are to be forthwith cashiered as a 
warning to others. 

(2) Ch‘en Chi-tsing is transferred to the 
Brigadier-Generalship of Haimén, Ché- 
kiang, and Lin Yao-kuang is appointed to 
be Brigadier-General of Chuchou, Ché- 
kiang, in place of the said Ch‘en Chi-ts‘ing. 
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13th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Liang Pei is appointed Vice-President 
of the Board of Ceusors. 

(2) Chin Shing is appointed Taotai of 
the Shen-an Intendancy of Kansu. 

(3) Tfan Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Two 
Kuang provinces, denounces a number of 
military officers under his juris‘liction. 
Hou Mien-chung, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Yiilin battalion, of Kuangsi ; Wang Lung- 
chang, First Captain of the Right battalion 
of Lungmén, Kuangtung; Peh Yii-chin, 
Second Captain of the Jaoping battalion, 
Kuangtung ; and T’an Kuang.tsé, Second 
Captain of the Ch‘aochoufu Right battalion; 
are all accused of being suprrannuated 
and unfit for active service in the 
army. They are therefore all commanded 
to resign their present posts and retire into 
private life. With reference to Lin Yu- 
ch‘eng, acting Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Yiilin battalion of Kuangsi, who has been 
charged with being of a crafty nature and 
absenting himself without good cause from 
hia battalion ; Lu Yii-té, First Lieutenant 
of the Right battalion belonging to the 
Hsiinchou Colonelecy of Kuangtung, who 
has been accused of maintaining no dis- 
cipline in his company ; Huang Pao, First 
Lieutenant of the Kuangtung Inland River 
flotilla, who has been accused of encourag- 
ing his men to acts of lawlessness where- 
by a serions fray arese with harmless 
people ; and Second Captains of the Kao- 
chou and Wuchiian battalions, namely, 
Mao Huan-ch‘ia and Li Pin-chao, who have 


‘been accused of inability and old age, let 


all the above be forthwith cashiered and 
dismissed the service. Finally Chung Chen- 
yii, Colonel of the Ch‘aoch‘ing garrison, 
who has been charged with maintaining 
so loose a supervision over his troops 
that many of them Jeft barracks on plun- 
dering expeditions without his having 
the least consciousness of the matter, this 
officer is hereby punished by being de- 
graded to the rank of a Major, but he is 
still ordered to report for service in Kuang- 
tung in order to be under the surveil- 
lance of the said Viceroy. The Board 
of War is commanded to take note thereon. 


(4) ‘he same Viceroy denounces a num- 
ber of civil officers under his jurisdiction. 
Shen Lin-shu, sub-prefect of Chiayingchou, 
Kuangtung, is charged with being of a 
crafty nature and an adept in currying 
favour with his superiors. He is hereby 
degraded to the rank of a deputy depart- 
ment magistrate as a warning to reform 
his character. Ch‘en Lu-ming, acting 
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magistrate of Ch‘anglohsien, is accused of 
mediocrity of talents and being unfitted to 
preside over the turbulent populace of his 
district ; and Shen Shih-ts‘ing, district 
magistrate of Hoyuanhsien, is charged 
with being a busybody insomuch that he 
nearly caused a catastrophe. As both of the 
magistrates above-named are high literary 
graduates and therefore possessed of some 
learning, we will commute their sentences 
into degradation to the rank of Supervisor 
of district studies to await appointment 
from the Board of Rites. A number of 
magistrates and petty officials (as per list 
presented) accused of various serious 
misdemeanours are hereby cashiered and 
dismissed the service. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Chang Yin-huan, Senior Vice-President 
of the Board of Revenue and appointed to 
discuss the Commercial Treaty with Japan, 
had an audience of his Majesty in the 
Grand Council Chamber this morning. 


14th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of civil officials 
to the metropolitan and provincial ad- 
ministrations, 

(2) Lin Chao, Superintendent of Octroi 
at Changchiak‘ou (Kalgan), reports that 
his year of office has expired and the 
bringing by him back to Peking of Tls. 2,468 
as surplus over and above the regulation 
amount required from octroi duties at that 
post. He also prays that we permit a 
deduction of the amount of the regulation 
surplus required from certain duties which 
the bad state of trade during the year 
under review prevented him from making, 
and further asks what shall be done with the 
first-named amount—the surplus brought 
back by him. With reference to this 
Tis. 2,468 let Lin Chao deliver it to the 
Treasury of the Privy Purse and as for his 
prayer above let the Board of Revenue 
report thereon, 


15th and 16th March. 
No papers of interest. 
17th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Chao-hui is transferred to be Senior 
Rocorder of the Supervisorate of Instruc- 
tion of the Heir Apparent and Wu Shu- 
mei is appointed Junior Recorder. 

(2) Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of 
the Liang-Kiang provinces, reports the 
going into mourning, owing to the death of 
his mother, of Kuo Pao-ch‘ang, Brigadier- 
General of the Shouch‘un military circuit of 


Anbui province, and requests that the said 
Brigadier-General be permitted to resign 
his substantive appointments and other 
po-ts in accordance with official etiquette. 
Kuo Pao-ch‘ang’s prayer is granted in the 
first case, but owing to the importance of 
his other post as Commandant of the 
Chosheng Brigade in Anhui, we command 
him to retain this appointment and continue 
to keep close supervision over the training 
and discipline of the said Brigade in order 
that it may not lose its efficiency through 
the absence of its Commandant. 

(3) We have received the following 
report with reference to the campaign of 
Wei Kuang-tao, Governor-designate of 
Shensi, against the Mabommedan rebels in 
Ch‘uanpei, near Haining, Kansu province. 
Liu T‘éng-chiao, (Liu the Flying Dragon) 
the Chief of the Ch'uanpei Mahommedans 
having gathered a band of despera- 
does at the fortified village of Suchiap‘u 
with the intention of effecting a junction 
with the Tobas (a tribe or class of Mahom- 
medans) of Hsich‘uan, it was determined 
by Wei Kung-tao to destroy this nest of 
rebels at Suchiap‘u and accordingly, having 
combined his forces under General Yang 
Asiu-chai with the brigade of General Téng 
Tséng, Brigadier-General of Hsining, a 
forward movement was then made on the 
22nd of February last upon the said village. 
The attack was made on two sides of the 
village, but in spite of the bravery and 
desperate s!orm'‘ng parties of our army it 
was not until the next day (23rd) that the 
place was taken by assault. In consequence 
of the capture of Suchiap‘u, the rebels occu- 
pying the outlying villages were seized with 
consternation and fled upon the approach of 
our troops who went to attack. Wei 
Kung-tao and Brigadier-Generai Téng 
Tséug’s troops were therefore enabled to 
capture over thirty fortified positions 
hitheito held by the rebels prior to the 
capture of Suchiap‘u., In the various bat- 
tles and skirmishes over 2,000 rebels wera 
slain besides a number of their petty chiefs 
and priests. Wecommend the bravery of 
Wei Kupng-tao’s troops and exhort him 
to lead his army in the flush of victory 
to sweep off the recalcitrant Tobas from 
the face of the earth and thereby pucify 
the region lying about Hsining and the 
Tibetan country. We also command him to 
bear in mind the importance of capturing 
dead or alive the cliefs of the said Tobas, 
The Board of War is oidered to take note 
thereon. 

(4) Tséng Kuang-han, Earl Weiyi, is 
appointed Chief Director of the Imperial 
Banqueting Court. 
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18th March. 
No papers of interest. 


19th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE LATE GOVERNOR LIU MING-CH‘UAN. 


(1) Fu Jiin, Governor of Anhui, in report- 
ing the lamented death of Liu Ming-ch‘uan, 
late Governor of Formosa, at his home in 
the city of Héfei, Anhui, prays for the 
{mperial bounty with respect to the 
deceased. Liu Ming-ch‘uan possessed in 
life the high distinction of being a most 
loyal and brave officer, which is manifest in 
the long list of victories won by him over 
Taiping and other rebels two score years 
orsoago. During the reign of the late Em- 
peror Hsien Fang (1850-1861) the Taiping 
rebels had gained possession of Anhui pro- 
vince, in consequence of which Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan, then quite a young man, was 
the first to organise patriotic bands of 
volunteers pledged to rescue their native 
province from the ruthless rebels. The 
result was that the late first Marquis Tséng 
Kuo-fan, admiring the high qualities of the 
youthful soldier. patronised him and pro- 
moted him to official rank. In the early 
days of the reign of the late Emperor 
Tung Chih (1861-1873), Liu Ming-ch‘uan 
assisted Li Hung-chang to organise an 
army for the purpose of reducing the 
country east of Anhui province, and Liu 
succeeded in re-cipturing many important 
cities, chief amongst which was the large 
city of Ch‘angchou (Kiangsu). In conse- 
quence of his services Lin was appointed 
Provincial Commander-in-chief of Chihli 
and ordered to suppress the Nienfei bandits 
who were then infesting the provinces of 
Shantung, Honan, etc., In this campaign 
which lasted several years, Liu took part in 
several hundred conflicts against these 
mounted bandits, gaining considerable dis- 
tinction by his successes in several impor- 
tant battles in which the Nienfei suffered 
immense losses. For this Liu was mado 
a hereditary noble of the 9th class Subse- 
quently Liu took special pains to meet the 
notorious chief of chiefs of the Nienfei 
rebels, namely, Chang Chung-yii; and so 
persistently did Liu pursue the said chief 
that he finally succeeded in capturing him, 
slaying immense numbers of rebels in the 
meanwhile. Through the untiring energy 
and ceaseless pursuit of these Nienfei 
maintained by Liu the back of the rebellion 
was broken and the Northern and Eastern 
provinces cleared of these pests. For these 
services Liu was created a Baron or heredit- 
ary noble of the fifth class. When we 
mounted the Throne we specially made Liu 


Ming-ch‘uan a Governor (of Formosa) with 
the brevet rank of Junior Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent and President of the Board 
of War, (or in other words changed Liu’s 
military rank into a civil one.—Zvranslator.) 
In his new sphere Liu Ming-ch‘uan con- 
ducted himself in all points to our complete 
satisfaction. and a few years ago we regrat- 
fully permitted him to retire into private 
life owing to serious maladies contracted 
while serving his country. Recently, we 
were anticipating the pleasure of receiving 
him again into our councils, to rely upon 
his advice and to shower upon him furtlier 
imarks of our respect and admiration of 
his high qualities, when the sad news 
of his lamented death now reaches us, 
which we receive with great regret. Asa 
last token of our appreciation of Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan’s loyal services to the dynasty, we 
hereby command that he be granted the 
posthumous title of Senior Guardian of 
the Heir Apparent and let his funeral 
obsequies be conducted on lines usually 
granted to the rank of a Governor. Special 
memorial temples are further ordered to 
be built in the provinces where he has 
served and let his martial deeds be 
accorded in the dynastic history. Any 
‘*black marks” against Liu’s name in 
the Boards are also hereby ordered to be 
erased and let the said Boards further re- 
port to us what pecuniary grants should be 
made to the deceased officer's family. His 
eldest grandson Liu Ch‘ao-yang is hereby 
given the rank of an under-secretary of one 
of the Six Boards, and his younger son Liu 
Sheng-yiin, a first-class licentiate, is hereby 
made a chujén with permission to compete 
at the Metropolitan examinations for the 
degree of chinshih. As for the first-class 
licentiate Liu Sheng-p‘ei, he is given the 
rank of an under-secretary of one of the 
Six Boards as a mark of our desire to con- 
fer distinction upon the off-spring of those 
who have been loyal and faithful to us. 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
the provincial administrations. 


20th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Chang Hua-k‘uei is appointed Taotai 
of the Ch‘uantung Intendancy (Chung- 
king), Szechuan. 

(2) K‘uei Huan, Imperial Resident at 
Lhassa, Tibet, is ordered to resign his 
post and come to Peking to await some 
other appointment. 


THE CHEKIANG PROVINCIAL TREASURERSHIP. 


Lung Usi-ch‘ing, Treasurer of Vhékiang, 
states that when acting Treasurer of Hupeh 
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in August of last year, he received the 
gracious commands of his Majesty appoint- 
ing him to the substantive post of Treasurer 
of Chéking, whereupon he handed over his 
former seals to his successorand then wentup 
to Peking for an audience with his Majesty. 
After ashort stay at the capital, memorialist 
received his Majesty’s commands to leave 
for his new post and travelling by steamer 
from Tientsin he was able to reach Hang- 
chow, the capital of Chékiang, on the 14th 
of December last. On the 18th of that 
month the then acting Treasurer, Nieh 
Chii-kuei, Provincial Judge of Chékiang, 
sent the Treasury seals to memorialist by 
the hands of the prefect of Hangchow, 
which memorialist reverentially took over 
after having performed the usual obeisance. 
Memorialist has now to report that he has 
taken over his new duties and trusts to 
deserve his Majesty’s further approbation 
in the future.—Rescript. Noted. 


2ist March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Yii Chung-yun is appointed Taotai of 
the Chin-yi-sze Iutendancy of Hupeh 
(Ichang Taotaiship). 


22nd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Jt is the turn this year of the provinces 
of Hunan, Hupeh, Yunnan, and Kueichou 
to have their armies inspected by specially 
appointed officers of the Crown. We 
hereby appoint Chang Chih-tung to inspect 
the military forces of Hupeh, Ch‘en Pao- 
chen to inspect those of Hunan, Sung Fan 
to inspect those of Yunnan, and Sung K‘un 
to inspect.the troops of Kueichou. The said 
Viceroys and Governors are to remember 
that upon the good condition of our 
armies muat depend tho safety of tho 
Empire, upon which branch of the public 
service immense sums of money are an- 
nually spent. Owing to the neglect of the 
Governors in previous years, the armies 
of the Empire have fallen into a bad 
state and every loyal officer must try 
to remedy matters by conscientious and 
energetic performance of his duties. 
And we hereby further impress upon all 
our officers to diligently find out all offizers 
or soldiers who appear untrained or 
weakened by vice or illness in order that 
they may be summarily dismissed the 
service. Let there be no laziness evinced 
this year in bringing our armies to a 
higher state of efficiency. 


23rd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yii Ch‘ao-kuei is appointed Brigadier 
General of the military circuit of Tinghai 
(Chusan Archipelago), Chékiang province. 

(2) Wen Hai, Provincial Judge of Kuei- 
chou, is hereby given the rank of a Manchu 
Lieutenant-General, and is ordered to pro- 
ceed by Imperial Post to Lhassa, Tibet, 
to become our Impertal Resident there vice 
K‘uei Huan, retired. There is no necessity 
for the newly appointed officer to come up 
to Peking for the usual Imperial audience. 

(3) Ma Huai-wan, a student of Honan 
province, who appealed to us yesterday is 
hereby ordered to be handed to the Board 
of Punishments which is commanded to 
make a diligent investigation into the 
causes which led the said student to make 
his appeal in this manner instead of going 
to the Court of Censors for relief. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCES. 


His Majesty granted audience in the 
Grand Council Chamber, this morning, to 
Ta Hsin, Imperial Resident-designate of 
Kobdo, Mongolia, and to Ya Chung-yiin, 
Taotai-elect of Ichang. 


24th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Li Hsi-lien, Salt Commissioner of 
the Changlin Circuit, Chihli, is hereby 
appointed Provincial Judge of Kueichou 
vice Wén Hai promoted to be Imperial 
Resident of Lhassa. Tibet. 

(2) Lu Usio-liang is appointed prefect 
of Ch‘ingchoufu (Hainan island), Kuang- 
tung. 

(3). E-k6é-t'ang-&, Tartar-General and 
Military Governor of Féngtien, Manchuria, 
accuses a certain ex-magistrate of failing 
to pay into the provincial treasury taxes 
received by him while magistrato of 
Chinhsien, Manchuria. It now appears 
that the accused magistrate, Li Pao- 
shan, has since diced but in spite of 
repeated urging the family of the de- 
ceased officer have so far made no 
attempt to liquidate the debt due to go- 
vernment by him. We hereby command 
the memorialist to arrest the legal re- 
presentatives of the deceased officer and 
his former underlings in the said district 
of Chinhsien and incarcerate them until 
the money be forthcoming. Orders are 
also hereby given to confiscate any pro- 
perty belonging to the deceased officer’s 
fumily and make the proceeds go towards 
paying the said debt. In this matter let 
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the Viceroy of Chihli co-operate with the 
memorialist and begin investigation as to 
the value of the property owned by the 
deceased. 
25th March. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will proceed ¢--morrow 
morning, after transacting aftiairs of <tate, 
to Kho Park to pay «beisance to H.I.M. 
the Empress Dowager. 

No news of interest. 


26th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Li Hsin-jui, Taotai of Chefoo, is hereby 
promoted to be Salt Commissioner of the 
Ch‘anglu Circuit of Chihli, vice Li Hsi-lien 
made provincial Judge of Kueichou. 


THE KUANGTUNG CONTINGENT IN KIANGSU. 


Féng Tze-ts‘ai, Junior-Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent with brevet rank of Presi- 
dent of one of the Six Boards, Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief of Yunnan and Chief 
in command of the Kuangtung Contingent 
in Kiangsu, states that during the war 
with Japan while at headquarters in 
Ch‘ingchou, Kuangtung, he received in 
November, 1894, a special edict com- 
mandiny him to raise his old regiments 
which had served in Tongking against 
the French in the last war and bring 
them up in all haste to Kiangsu in 
order to resist an anticipated invasion of 
Japanese into the Yangtz + provinces. Upon 
receiving the sacred edict memorialist at 
once ordered to be engraved a special seal 
fitting to his new appointment. ‘The 
legend thereof was ‘‘ High Commissioner 
charged with the defence of Kiangnan and 
Proviucial Commander-in-chief of Yun- 
nan.” Of this matter memorialist had 
already reported to the Throne at the time. 
In January 1895 imemorialist, then in 
Kiangsu, received a despatch from Chang 
Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of the Liang 
Kiang, stating thnt in consequence of a 
probable peaceful solution, of the war, 
there would be needed only five battalions 
to garrison Chinkiang and requesting me- 
morialist to disband the rest. This was 
done, picked men from the whole con- 
tingent being reserved for the five batta- 
lions which were to stay in Kiangsu whilst 
the rest were embarked on \board trans- 
ports and couveyed to their native province 
of Kuangtung. Subsequently, however, 
memorialist received the Imperial instruc- 
tiuns, owing to the declaration of peace, 
to disband the whole contingent. He has 
therefore embarked the remaining five 
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battalions and sont them to Canton while 
the arms and ammunition, etc., supplied 
the troops from the Kiangsu Ordnance 
Bureau have been duly returned to that 
office. Now as there is nothing more left 
for memprialist to do in Kiangsu he has 
destroyed the seal above noted and intends 
soon to resume his old post of Yunnan 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief with head- 
quarters at Ch‘ingchou, Kuangtung (on 
the borders of Tongking), with special 
charge over the frontiers in that section. 
Memorialist prays his Majesty to take 
note that his duties in Kiangsu having 
been completed he will now return to the 
South.—Rescript : Noted. 


27th March, 
IMPERIAL, DECREES, 

(1) Wu Ting-fén, a member of the 
Tsungli Yamén, recommends the following 
officers to the attention of the Throne. 
Ch‘ien Chih-cheng (Commissioner of the 
Military Academy) and Huang Ch‘eng-yi 
(former Shanghai Mixed Court magistrate 
during Consul Giles’ time 1884-6, a dis- 
pute between the two at that time causing 
both to retire, the one from the magistracy 
and the latter from the assessurship) both 
expectant Taotais of Kiangsu; Wang 
Hung-ting, expectant prefect of Hupeh ; 
Ho En-huang, expectant magistrate of 
Anhui, Ts‘ao Ying, expectant magistrate 
of the fourth class. All the above ofiicials 
are guaranteed to be men of ability and 
worth. Let the Governors of Kiangsu, 
Anhui and Hupeh, therefore, send these 
protégés of Wu ‘Ting-fén up to Peking for 
a special audience with us. 

(2) Hsi T‘ung is hereby appointed Tao- 
tai of the Ténglaich‘ing Intendancy of 
Shantung (Chefoo Taotaiship). 

(3) Jui Hsiin, Vice-President of the 
Imperial Academy, recommends that the 
manner of choosing Manchu Censors hither- 
to fullowed be changed to the same regula- 
tions as those obtaining amongst Chinese 
Censors, ete.—Rescript : Let the Board of 
Civil Appointments report thereon, 


28th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of civil officers 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial ad- 
ministrations, 

(2) P‘ei Wei-an is apppointed Police 
Censor of the Sonthern City of Peking. 

(3) Shuang Fu is appointed Manchu 
goal-warden of the Censorate, 

(4) En Ming is appointed Inspector of 
Affairs for the Left Wing of the Vanguard 
Division of the Imperial Household Guards, 
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(5) Té Yin is appointed to a similar post 
in the Right Wing of the same Brigade. 

(6) On the 16th of April next, being the 
day set apart for special ceremonies at the 
temple and grounds of the Father of Agri- 
culture, we hereby make it known. that we 
ourselves will personally attend the said 
temple. (The Emperor, n»bility, and Minis- 
ters on this occasion personally plough the 
plot of ground in front of the temple in 
order to encourage the people to cultivate 
their lands. On the same day or day foi- 
lowing the Empress and her court ladies are 
wont to pick mulberry leaves fur silk worms 
in order to encourage the rearing of silk 
worms and the manufacture of silk in the 
country. Hence the Emperor is called the 
Patron of Agriculture and the Einpress of 
Sericulture.—Tyanslator.) 

(7) Chiang Shun, Tartar General and 
Military Governor of Kirin. reports the 
illness of the Brigade General of Sansing, 
Fu K‘uei, and requests that the latter be 
permitted to resign his post, etc. The 
request is granted and Ch‘ing Ch'i is 
hereby appointed to fill the above vacancy. 

(8) With reference to the temorial of 
Kuei Nien, Keeper of Seals and Police 
Censor of the middle city of Peking, 
handing in a list of deserving civil and 
military officers who distinguished them- 
selves by capturing a number of des- 
peradoes and bandits who had been 
infesting the vicinity of the said city, Jet 
the Boards of Civil Appointments and of 
War report thereon. 

(9) Ch‘en Ch‘i-chang is appointed 
Assistant Censor of the Metropolitan 
Circuit. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Huang Huai-sen, Governor-designate of 
Yunnan, was granted an audience this 
morning by his Majesty in the Grand 
Council Chamber. 


29th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Chang Ju-mei, Acting Governor and 
Provincial ‘Treasurer of Shensi, denounces 
a certain number of local substantive and 
expectant officials of the said province for 
various misdemeanours, etc., Chi Tsé, 
acting chihsien of Chenanhsien is accused 
of being ‘‘muddle-headed,” of ordinary 
talents, avaricious, and, although ignorant 
of the most elementary principles of law, 
seems to think himself just the contrary. 
Ch‘en Shih-pin, former acting chihsien of 
the same district is also accused of being 
of an avaricious nature, crafty, and ad- 
dicted to going beyond the powers of his 
post. Both the above officers are to be 


instantly cashiered and dismissed the 
service. Li Kuang-sui, magistrate of 
the district of Ch‘aoyihsien, is de- 
nounced as_ irresolute and ‘‘ soft,” 
“muddle-headed,” and ignorant of the 
habits and customs of the people over 
whom he has been placed. But in con- 
sideration of his knowledge of literature, 
being a graduate of high degree, the said 
magistrate is ordered to change his rank 
to that of a district director of studies sub- 
ject to appointment by the Board. As for 
the rest let it be as requested, regarding 
which the Boards concerned are ordered 
to take note thereon. 

(2) Wang Ju-ch‘i is appointed junior 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Wor- 
ship. 

30th March, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
THE DENUNCIATION OF WEN T‘ING-SHIH. 


The Censor Yang Ch‘ung-yi denounces 
in a memorial the unseemly conduct of the 
Supervising Censor, Wén T‘ing-shih (one 
of the principal founders of the Peking 
Reform  Association— Translator), who 
has disappointed the hopes of all his 
Majesty’sCourt Ministers and his colleagues 
in the capital, in consequence of which the 
memorialist prays that the accused ofticial 
be dismissed ths service. The memorialist 
further accuses Wén T‘ing-shih of being 
in the habit «f creating a disturbance 
whenever the chance presents itself to him 
(ve., being a busy-body), and, moreover, 
was woot frequently to assemble associates, 
who possessed similar habits and testes to 
his, in the Sung-yiin temple to talk over 
the politics of the day, aud, having mutually 
consulted and agreed upon the course of 
action to be tuken, to conjointly sign their 
names to memorials to the Throne, which 
Wén Ting-shih personally presented to 
his Majesty. The accused is also de- 
nounced for having become sworn brother 
to a eunuch bearing the same surname of 
Wén (for this the said eunuch was banished 
to the Amur regions to work on the post 
roads. He had hardly got to Tsitsihar 
when he was arrested for endeavouring to 
incite his fellow convicts to resist the con- 
stituted authorities. The matter was report- 
ed to the Throne and a decree was at once 
telegraphed to have the eunuch suminarily 
executed—Tvanslator). Upon receipt of 
the above memorial we had the matter 
carefully investigated and although there 
were no proofs available to coufirm the 
truth of the statement of the accused’s 
intimate association with a palace eunuch, 
still there must have been something going 
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on between the two men to have brought 
forward a denunciation like this. More- 
ever, we must confess that Wén T‘ing-chih 
had been accustomed whenever he was 
graciously accorded audience before us, 
to frequently speak in a thoughtless and 
unrestrained way, which seems to bear out 
the idea of the accused official’s want of 
solidity and carefulness in his every day 
life and conduct. For this we now com- 
mand tle accused to be forthwith cashiered 
and dismissed for ever from the public 
service. He is also ordered to be forcibly 
ejected from the capital and compellad to 
return forthwith to his native town, nor 
shall he ever be allowed to linger in Peking. 
Everyone should know, however, that we 
have deult leniently in the matter with the 
cashiered officer and our Ministers and 
dependants at Court should take it to heart 
and observe care in the future in their 
conduct and language, and not follow in 
the footsteps of one who has been thus 
punished for his faults, 


31st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The other day the Censor P‘u Sung 
reported what were thought to be the 
unlawful proceedings of a band of des- 
peradoes in the capital, in consequence of 
which we instructed the Commandant of 
the Peking Gendarmerie to use every effort 
to arrest the accused men and hand them 
over to the Board of Punishments for trial 
and sentence according to law. Subse- 
quently we received another memorial 
from the Supervising Censor, Tuan Liang, 
guaranteeing the respectability of the 
accused men and declaring that they were 
all harmless tradespeople, innocent of any 
unlawful conduct, and not at all guilty of 
the charges made against them by the first 
named Censor. We therefore commanded 
the Board of Punishments to carefully 
investigate the case in an impartial manner 
for the furtherance of justice, and report 
the result to us for settlement. We are 
now in receipt of the said report in 
which the said Board confirms the de- 
claration of the Supervising Censor, Tuan 
Liang, and it is stated that the accuse 
(Chang Ch‘un-hsiang et al.) are really and 
truly tradesmen and merchants, and not in 
any way connected with the desperadoes 
or handits. The Board in question, how- 
ever, accuse the first named Censor of 
denouncing people without proof sufficient 
to justify the accusations made by him, 
while the second named Censor has also 
been reprehensible for having prematurely 
memorialised on a matter sub judice and 


before sentence had been delivered by the 
said Board, or the matter reported to the 
Throue in obedience to his Majesty’s firat 
decree. Furthermore, the declaration of 
the second named Censor seemed to be 
suspiciously siinilar to the evidence, etc., 
given by the accused tradesmen. Hence 
it is clearly apparent that the first named 
Censor had been guilty of taking advantage 
of his otficial position to get revenge 
because of private pique, while it is 
evident that the second named Censor 
had been approached by interested parties 
to champion the cause of the accusrd 
tradesmen. Both the Censors have, there- 
fore, been reprehensible and the aaid 
Board now request that a penalty be order- 
ed as a punishment and warning to these 
Censors. In regard to the above, Censors 
have no right to exercise their prerogative 
of memorialising the Throne when in- 
fluenced by private pique or in consider- 
ation of friendship for interested parties. 
This has been now clearly proved in the 
cases of the Censors in question and they 
have therefore disgraced their cloth. In 
punishment thereof and as a warning to 
other Censors we now command that both 
P‘u Sung and Tuan Liang be forthwith 
cashiered and dismissed from their posts. 
Let all take this to heart. 


Ist April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports that he has succeeded 
in capturing eleven men belonging to two 
gangs of desperadoes and bandits who 
have been going about in armed bands 
within the environs of the Imperial 
prefecture plundering and pillaging the 
countryside and resisting the police who 
attempted to make their arrest. Let 
the Board of Punishments in conjunc- 
tion with the Imperial Clan Court take 
over the trial of the accused criminals, who 
are to be dealt with in accordance with the 
extreme limits of the law. As for the rest 
of the two gangs in question who are 
still at large and have so far escaped 
arrest, let the gendarmerie use every 
effort to capture these desperadoes in 
order that the capital may be rid of 
the pests. Further, jet the said Com- 
mandant present the names of the de- 
serving officers and gendarmes connect- 
ed with the above cases to us for pro- 
motion or reward as soon as the Board of 
Punishments shall have given sentence on 
the captured criminals. In a postscript 
memorial the said Commandant further 
reports the capture by his men of two 
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thieves found guilty of stealing timber 
from the Imperial parks.—Rescript: Let 


the prisoners be handed to the same Board- 


for trial and punishment according to law. 

(2) Sha Lien is appointed Chief Director 
of the Office of Transmission of Memorials. 

(3) Yesterday, Wang Lin, a literary 
student of Kanusu, made personal appeal to 
us at the Palace gates. Let the Board of 
Punishments take charge of his case and 
after carefully investigating it report the 
result to us for determination. 

(4) With reference to the recommenda- 
tion of Siin Chia-nai, Governor-Adjoint of 
Peking, etc., requesting that Liu Ch‘ung- 
chien, district magistrate of Tunganhsien, 
Shuntienfu prefecture, be prometed to be 
sub-prefect of the Eastern Wards (Tunglu 
Tungtze), let the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments report on the matter to us. 

(5) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture by his 
men of two desperadoes belonging to rival 
bands who had been engaged in fighting 
amongst themselves with firearms and 
weapons in their hands. Let the prisoners 
be handed to the Board of Punishments 
for trial, and let every effort be made for 
the capture of the rest of the desperadoes 
implicated in these fights. 


Qnd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘ang Shan is appointed to a 
further term as Imperial Commissioner of 
the Government silk looms of Kiangnan. 

(2) Chin Sing is hereby appointed act- 
ing Commandant of the Peking Gendar- 
merie during Jung Lu’s absence from the 
Capital. 

HOMICIDES. 

Fu Jin, Governor of Anhui, reports 
a case where an apprentice (already having 
passed his time and doing business on 
his own account)of a physician of T‘aiho- 
hsien, Anhui, murdered his teacher as a con- 
sequence of the former’s illicit relations 
with the daughter-in-law of the said 
physician, and the senteuces given upon 
the murderer and his paramour, who 
it has been proved neither instigated 
the murder nor knew of the deed until it 
had actually been accomplished. Two 
years ago when Lii Asio-lin was an appren- 
tice with the physiciin, Liu Féng-chao, the 
former was an inmate of the latter's home, 
and there Lii Hsio-lin met Liu Yuan-shih, 
the daughter-in-law of Liu Féng-chao, whose 
son, the husband of the woman, had left his 
home many years ago for parts unknown, 
and concerning whom the family had had 
no news for quite a long time. The appren- 


tice and the woman although intimate had 
then no illicit relations with each other, 
and it was not until the former had passed 
his examination and served his time and 
hung up his own doctor’s sign that this 
took place. It came about about a year 
after Lii had started in business, Liu Yuan- 
shih went one day to Lii’s house to borrow 
acloth weaving loom. Somehow the two 
became paramours which lasted some 
months until one day, when, the teacher 
happening to be out, Lii made his way to 
his paramour’s honse and was sitting at 
ease in her recom when the old physicia re- 
turned suddenly and saw the two together, 
Lii managed to escape, but the okt man 
would not be satisfied with the excuses 
offered by the dauyhter-in-law to account 
for Lii’s presence in the house and he 
accordingly b-laboured her with many 
blows from a bamboo. From that time 
Lii did not dare to make an appearance 
at his teacher's house who on his part 
kept strict watch and ward over the 
woman who had dishonoured his absent 
son. But about a month after the above 
affair, taking advantage of the temporary 
absence of her father-in-law, Liu Yuan-shih 
stealthily slipped over to Lii’s house to 
warn him of the strict watch kept over her 
and requesting him to refrain for ever from 
coming again to see her. Lii, however, 
overcame her scruples and persuaded her 
to promise that she would elope with him. 
He told her to conceal herself a day or two 
in an underground melon storehouse near 
by until the pursuit for her became cool 
again, when he would then make all pre- 
parations to carry her away with him 
to some other city far from T‘aihohsirn. 
Accordingly upon a day agreed upon 
between the two lovers, tho woman 
succeeded in escaping from her house un- 
noticed and conceal-d herself as arranged 
in the underground melon storehouse. 
Search was made for the missing woman 
and the old physician naturally at once 
made for the house of his former appren- 
tice and charged him with abducting his 
daughter-In-law. This was denied, but 
the old man caught hold of Lii’s queue 
and threatened to drag him to the magis- 
trate’s yamén. Fearful of the consequences, 
Lii snatched up a sharp knife used by 
physicians to cut drugs and plants with and 
threatened to cut the old man’s throat if 
he persisted in his intention, Apparently 
in trying to frighten his assailant Lii placed 
the point of the knife too near the throat of 
the old man, for in the struggle the weapon 
entered the throat and the old man loosen- 
ing his grasp fell to the ground dead. 
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Really frightened now at this dénowement 
Lii hastily dragged the dead body into a 
sweet potato patch and there diguing at the 
loose soil managed to conceal the body. 
He then made his way to the melon 
storehouse and told his paramour of what 
he had dene and the two made laste to 
escape the clutches of the law. The old 
man not appearing the next day his brother 
Liu Féng-lin made search and going into 
the potato patch near Lii’s deserted house 
he suddenly came across a loosely made 
mound which upon being dug into displayed 
the body of his brother. The case was 
then reported to the district magistrate 
and pursuit made of the runaways, who 
were captured when not far off from 
T‘aihohsien and imprisoned on the 
charge of homicide. The above was given 
in evidence before the said magistrate, 
repeated before the Provincial trudge and 
finally confirmed before the memorialist, 
who personally tried the case when brouzht 
to the provincial capital, Nganking, for 
sentence. Now the ‘law ordains that an 
apprentice in the trades or professions 
who murders his master or teacher 
must suffer the same punishment as a 
junior who beats to death a senior of his 
family or clan, namely, summery decapita- 
tion, and a womnan wh» has been the cause 
of a murder by her paramour, but who did 
not instigate the deed shou'd suffer death 
by summary strangulation. Both sentences 
have therefore been given in the case of 
the two lovers, an‘ memorialist begs his 
Majesty’s sanction that the law may be al- 
lowed to take its course in the matter.— 
Reseript: Let the Board of Punishments 
speedily report thereon. 
3rd April. 
IMPERIAL DEGREE. 

Pien Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of Min-Ché, 
denounces certain civil and military officials 
under his jurisdiction. Chang Chin-pang, 
Colonel Commandant of Chiahsingfu (IXa- 
shing), Chékiang province, is devounced 
for employing relatives in his yeanén, who 
taking advantage of their p-sition show 
contempt for the army regulations which 
should be enforced in order to secure 
proper discipline amongst the troops. 
Ch‘ang Féng-ch‘ih, expectant gaolwarden 
of a prefecture, who was in the above 
named Colonel’s yamén in charge of the 
ordnance and supply department, had been 
guilty of refusing to send up his accounts 
when ordered to cdo so by his superior 
officers and did not do so until actually 
threatened with criminal prosecution. Let 
both these officers be forthwith cashiered 


as a warning to others. Yang Wen- 
chi, First-Captain in the same city, has 
been accused of various misdemeanours 
which, however, have not been proved ; but 
he has been found reprehensible in being 
addicted to favouritism in camp thereby 
allowing his favourites to show their temper 
without reprimanding them. This must be 
punished by degrading him to the rank of 
a Second Captain as a warning to others. 


4th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) P‘u Lin and his colleagues report 
that the Eastern and Western Minor Courts 
of the Imperial Mausoleum at P‘utu Valley 
(the Dowayer Empress’s Mausoleum built 
for her by the Jate Etnperor Tungchih) 
require consilerable repairs, and request 
that Imperial Commissioners be appointed 
to examine these Courts and report to the 
Throne on the matter. We hereby appoint 
Prince Tuan (2nd Order) Prince ‘Tsai Chi 
(8rd Order) and Li Hung-tsao, [resident 
of the Board of Rites, to go as Imperial 
High Commizsioners to P‘tutu Valley 
and reverently examine what repairs are 
required for the mausoleum in question. 
The same memorialists further state in a 
postscript memorial that the same mau- 
soleum requires to have built a number of 
extra offices for subor inate officers and 
Court servants, etc. ‘I'he above appointed 
Commissioners are hereby ordered to in- 
vestigate this matter also and report the 
same to us as early as possible. 

(2) As Jung Lu is now absent from 
Peking on government business, let Sé 
Ling-ngeh be appointed acting Lieutenant- 
General of the Bordered Yellow Banner of 
the Hanchiin or Chinese Banner Corps. 


5th April. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will, after transacting State 
business at the Palace, proceed to-morrow 
morning to Eho Park to pay his obeisance 
to H.I.M. the Dowager-Empress, after 
which his Majesty will return to Peking. 
The Court is commanded to attend at the 
gates of the Palace upon the departure of 
his Majesty for ho Park. 


No papers of interest. 
6th April. 
CCURT CIRCULAR. 


In reply to the memorial of the Board of 
Rites praying his Majesty to appoint the 
three Princes and nine Court Ministers 
who are to assist his Majesty in the annual 
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agricultural ceremonies to be performed 
in front of the temple of the God of 
Agriculture on the next day, his Majesty 
has appointed Prince Jui, Prince Chuang, 
and Prince Yi to represent the Princes of 
the dynasty. and Ch‘ang Jui, Li Shan, K’un 
Hsin, Jung Hui, Féng Mim, and Shou 
Ch‘ang (Manchus), and Ch‘en Hsio-fén, Li 
Tuan-fén, and Hsii Ying-K‘uei (Chinese), to 
represent the Court Ministers for the above 
purpose. In addition, his Majesty has 
appointed Chin Sing, President of the 
Board of Revenue, to Jead the oxen attached 
to the plough which his Majesty is to 
direct during the plouglting and sowing 
ceremonies. 


IMPERIAL DECREES : THE GREAT FIRE AT THE 
BOARD OF REVENUE. 


(1) Chin Sing and his colleagues of the 
Board of Revenne have presented a joint 
mewmorial reporting a disastrous fire in the 
dye godowns of the said Buard, apparently 
owing to want of care of those specially 
placed in charge of the said godowns. 
The conflayration having communicated 
itself to the Grand Hall of the said 
Board destroyel it also, as well as 
several minor courts connected therewith. 
In consequence of this accident the said 
memorialists pray that the clerks and 
servitors on duty on the night of the 
conflagration be handed over to the Board 
of Punishments for trial, and furthermore 
pray that the memorialists (Presidents and 
Vice-Presidents) themselves be also turned 
over to the Board of Civil Appointments 
for the determination of adequate penalties 
as a punishment for their lack of vigilance 
in the matter, etc. According to the report 
now before us it appears that in the early 
hours of the morning of the Sth instant 
(about 4 o’cluck a.m.) fire and smoke were 
suddenly discovered by the watch to pro- 
ceed from a eroup of godowns containing 
dye atuffs attached to the Buard of Revenue 
Buildings. The alarm having been given, 
and in spite of the prompt appearance of 
the various metropolitan fire brigades, and 
the energetic + fforts made to confine the 
fire to one spot, it spread rapidly 
and soon the Grand Hall and the North 
and South Courts composing the offices of 
the scribes and clerks as well as the 
archives of the said Board were a mass of 
flame which continued to burn for twenty- 
four hours befure the firemen succeeded in 
putting it out. (Asa matter of fact the fire 
burned itself out.—Translator.) That is 
to say, the conflagration began at about 4 
o’clock on the morning of the 5th and was 
extinguished at about the same hour on 


the morning of the next day (6th instant). 
In all over eighty rooms were destroyed by 
this fire. The scribes and student secre- 
taries. namely, Kuei Pin, Hsixo Shu-sheng, 
and Hsih Yuen who were on duty for 
the month at the said Board have been 
guilty of lack of vigilance and care in not 
being able to guard against such accidents. 
Indeed, the first-named scribe has been 
proved to have absented himself on the 
night of the conflagration instead of living 
on the spot as was his duty. The scribes 
named above are hereby commanded to be 
handed to the Board of Civil Appointments 
for the determination of adequate p-nalties, 
the same to be accorded in the case of Chin 
Sing and \éng T‘ung-ho, President, and 
Chang Yin-huan, Kang Yi, and Ch‘en 
Hsio-fén, Vice Presidents, of the said 
Board. As forthe rest of the joint me- 
morial hereby quoted let it be as requested. 

(2) Tai En-p‘u is appointed Supervising 
Censor and Keeper of the Seals of the 
Board of Works. 

(3) Hung Liang-p‘ing is appointed acting 
Censor of the Shansi Circuit. 


7th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Fén Ch‘ having been ordered with 
his battalion to camp in the Southern 
Hunting Parks, Yi Kung, Imperial Clans- 
man, is hereby ordered to act pro fem. as 
Chief Director of the Imperial cortege. 

(2) As Séh Ling-& is ordered with his 
battalion to camp in the Southern Hunting 
Park, A K‘é-tan is ordered to act tem- 
porarily as General commanding the Red 
Banner of the Imperial Household Guards. 

(3) As Kuei Hsing is now ordered to 
cainp with his brigade in the sane Park, 
let Yii Té be made acting Lieutenant 
General of the Bordered White Hauchiin 
Banner Corps. 

(4) Tsa-la-féng-2 who is ordered to the 
same Park is hereby ordered to give over 
pro tem. his Captain-Generalship of the 
Blue Mongol Banner to Huai T‘a-pu. 

(5) In the case again of Fén Ch‘é above 
named, who is also Right Wing Officer 
of the Vanguard Division of the Imperial 
Household Guards, he ishereby commanded 
to hand over this office temporarily to 
Péng Shou. 

(6) And so with Séh Ling-&, who is also 
Lieutenant General of the Bordered Yellow 
Hanchiin Banner Corps, Su Lu-tai is hereby 
ordered to take temporary command of the 
said Corps during Séh Ling-4's absence in 
the Southern Hunting Park. 
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8th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture by his 
force of eight rowdies implicated in a 
murdersus affray which happened recently 
at the Kuanyin temple outside the Chen- 
yang gate. Let the prisoners be handed 
over to the Board of Punishments for trial 
and sentence according ‘o the laws, and let 
every effort be made for the capture of the 
rest of the gang concerned therein. The 
said Board 1s ordered to take note of the 
‘matter. 

(2) Chang Peh-hsi is appointed Liba- 
‘tiouer of the Imperial Academy vice Lu 
Jen-hsing on leave in Kiangsu. 


THE HUKUANG VICEROYSHIP. 


Chang Chih-tung, acting Viceroy of the 
Liangkiang provinces and Viceroy of the 
Aukuang provinces, reports the date of 
his handing over of the seals of his first 
named post to his successor Liu K‘un-yi 
and his return to his Viceroyship proper in 
Wuchang. On the 2nd of January last 
memorialist received his Majesty’s decree 
notifying him of the reappointment of Lui 
K‘un-yi to the Nankiug Viceroyship and 
ordering memorialist to return to Wuchang. 
Upon the arrival of Liu K‘un-yi «t Nan- 
king memorialist, after having completed 
and placed in order everything connected 
with his acting Viceroyship for hand- 
ing over to his successor, settled upon the 
29th of February last for the handing over 
of his post to Liu K'un-yi. On the day 
in question, memorialis sent by deputy to 
his successor the emblems of oftice of the 
said Viceroyship, viz:, the seal of the Liang- 
‘Kiang Viceroyship ; the seal of the Chief 
Comptroller of the Salt Revenne of the 
Two Huai Circuit ; the seal of the Imperial 
Superintendent of Trade fur the Southern 
ports ; and the Imperial flag giving authority 
of life and death over the people, as well as 
the documents, archives, etc., etc., attached 
to the viceregal yamén. Having completed 
this duty memorialist departed the same 
day for his seat of government, Wuchang, 
Hupeh, inspecting en route the new forts 
that he previously had ordered to be erected 
at T‘ienchiachen, and the new mines at 
Tayen mountain. When memorialist arrives 
at Wuchang he will report in another memo- 
rial the result of his inspections. —Rescript 
Noted. 


9th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the two 
‘Kuang provinces, denounces in a special 
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memorial certain civil and military officers 
of Kuangtung for misconduct, viz :—T'u 
Chin-chii, first captain of the left battalion 
of the Kuangchou garrison, is accused of 
encouraging disreputable characters to open 
gambling houses much to the scandal of the 
behaving portion of his fellow officers, 
while Hsii Nai-ch‘ang, an expectant pre- 
fectural gaol-warden and head of the 
Sihok’on (West River mouth) likin office, 
is charged with overstepping his powers 
and collecting illegal taxes from traders. 
Both the above are to be forthwith cashiered 
and dismissed the service. With reference 
to the charge against Chang Liang, 
supernumerary officer in charge of the 
military post at Ttungch‘un village district 
of Hsinhsinghsien, of having wrongfully 
and maliciously accused innocent people of 
robbery, let the said officer be first cashiered 
and then delivered over to the Provincial 
Judge for trial on the above charge. Let 
the Boards concerned take note of the 
above. 


(2) With reference to the memorial of 
Jung Yueh praying that as his leave of 
absence is about to expire without his health 
being any better, that we would graciously 
grant him permission to resign his post as 
Li-utenant of the Imperial Household 
Guards and that his pay be also stopped, 
etc. We hereby grant his prayer, and he 
is now permitted to retire into private life. 


(3) Sung Fan, Governor of Kueichou, 
accuses the ex-sub-prefect of Lopingchou, 
Sieh Pén-lan, (now deceased), and Huang 
Fu-hsiang. district magistrate of Fuming- 
hsieu of owing the provincial government 
large sums of land taxes which they have 
been unable to pay into the treasury. 
This conduct is most reprehensible and the 
accused officials are hereby cashiered. The 
said Governor is also now authorised to 
communicate with the ofticials of the native 
provinces of the cashiered officers and 
request the former to seize upon the pro- 
perties of the accused and contiscate them 
towards paying their debt to government. 
The Boards concerned are ordered to take 
note, 


(4) Appointing a number of othcers to 
the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations, 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Huang Huai-sen, Governor-designate of 
Yunnan, was given a farewell audience by 
his Majesty in the Grand Council Chamber 
this morning, prior to departure for his 
new post. 
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10th April. 


A PARRICIDE. 


Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, re- 
ports a case where a man named Chang 
Wan-ming, a native of Ch‘ingyuanhsien, 
Chihli, while insane killed his father Chang 
Yu-kuei, with a dough-roller. It appeared 
that the parricide when in his proper senses 
was most filial to his parent and acted 
generally in a sober and well-conducted 
manner ; hence when he had his insane fits 
on, taking into consideration his general 
good conduct, the parricide’s relatives used 
their influence with the fipao t» refrain 
from reporting the disease Chang Wan- 
ming had to the local authorities in order 
to escape the necessity of having him 
chained and confined in the district prison 
Furthermore, when Chang Wan-ming had 
fits of insanity he was invariably confined 
under lock and key in his father’s house to 
prevent his getting into mischief. Things 
went on in this way until one day eight 
months ago while Chang was insane his 
wife happened to stay over night at her 
own parent's house, leaving the maniac 
alone confined in his own room, That 
night he somehow managed to free himself 
and picking up a wooden roller for rolling 
dough opened the front door of the house 
and went out into the street. His father 
hearing the noise of the opening of the 
door immediately got up from bed and 
started to pursue his son. Getting up 
to him, the son resented his father’s 
catching hold of him, and turning around 
struck the former a fatal blow on the 
temple with the roller in question. The 
maniac then fell tooth and nail on his 
prostrate parent and literally tore off the 
greater portion of his fither’s hair by 
the roots. Before help came. Chang Yu- 
kuei was dead. The parricide was then 
stoutly bound with ropes and taken to 
the magistrate’s yamén. Tho law for 
parricides, regardless of the murderer 
being in his proper senses or not, is 
death by the slow and shameful process 
(lingch‘th) and this sentence has been 
pronounced upon Chang Wan-ming. For 
refraining from reporting the insanity 
of the parricide the law directs that the 
relatives of the murderer and the neigh- 
bours living on the right and left of his 
house are to be punished by the infliction 
of 100 blows of the bamboo upon each 
individual. All these sentences have been 
executed and his Majesty is requested to 
order the Board concerned to take note of 
the case.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Punishments take note as requested. 


11th April. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty intends proceeding to-mor- 
row morning, »fter transacting State affairs, 
to Yuenmiugyuen Palace for a visit of 
inspection. A short stay only will be 
made after which his Majesty returns to 
Peking. 

THE NEW ACTING DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF 
THE YELLOW RIVER. 


Jén Tao-jung, an officer of the brevet 
civil Premier button, and acting Director- 
General of the Yellow River, reports the- 
date of his taking over the seals of his new 
post. While at Peking in obedience to 
his Majesty’s commands of the 19th Febru- 
ary last, memorialist at once made pre- 
parations to go to Honan province to take 
over the duties of Director-General of the 
Yellow River, vacated by Hsii Chen-yi, 
transferred to the Governorship of Kuang- 
tung. Memoriali-t reached K‘.iféngfu, 
the capital of Hunan, on the 30th of March 
last, and on the next day took over the 
seals of his new office from Liu Shu-t‘ang, 
Governor of Honan and acting Director- 
General.—Rescript : Noted. 


12th April. 


THE AMBASSADOR TO THE CORONATION 
OF THE CZAR. 


Wang Chih-chun, Provincial Treasurer 
and Ambassador-elect to the coronation 
of the Czar of Russia, reports that on 
the 7th of February while at Wuchang he 
received a despatch from T‘'an Chi-hsiin, 

overnor of Hupeh and acting Viceroy 
of the Hukuang provinces, informing him 
of his new appointment and telling him 
to hand over the Provincial Treasurer- 
ship seals to Yiin Chu-yi, the Provincial 
Judge. On that day memorialist handed 
over the seals as commanded and maile his 
preparations to go to Shanghai, and will 
there await his credentials, etc. He thanks 
his majesty for the honour conferred by 
this new appointment. —Reseript : Noted. 

Note.—Wang Chih-chun did not go after 
all, H.E. Li Hung-chang beiug appointed 
in his stead.—Translutor. 

13th April. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty intends proceeding to- 
morrow morning, after the transaction of 
State affairs, to Yuenmingyuen Palace for 
a short visit, after which his majesty goes 
to Eho Park to pay his obeisances to 
H.I.M., the Empress Dowager. At 5 
o'clock in the afternoon his majesty leaves 
Eho Park for the Peking Palaces. 

No news of interest. 
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14th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Some time ago the Censors Chin Yu 
and Hu Chin-kuei sent in, one after the 
other, memorials denouncing Chang I-kuan, 
independent sub-prefect of Hotung, Shansi. 
This official was charged with having been 
solely intent upon filling his own pockets 
irrespective of the legality or otherwise of 
his methods of collection, etc. We, then 
accordingly instructed both Chang Hsii, at 
that time Governor of the province, and 
also Hu Ping-chih, his successor, to investi- 
gate into the above charges. The late 
Governor has now sent in his report upon 
the subject, in which he states that the ac- 
cused has been proved to have encouraged 
the excisemen connected with the salt likin 
station at Kueiti to collect double the usual 
likin charges, and cases have been known to 
have occurred where whole cargoes have 
been stopped owing to resistance of the 
illegal duties by the owners thereof. Fur- 
thermore that the said Chang I-kuan was in 
trutha most avaricious personandall thatthe 
said Censors bad said of him, and hence to- 
tally unfltfor the important post he had been 
holding. We therefore hereby command 
the instant dismissal with loss of rank of 
Chang I-kuan and also that Méng Ch‘i- 
féng, an expectant salt revenue collector, 
the chief assistant of the cashiered sub- 
prefect, be made to undergo the same 
punishment as his superior. As for the 
rest of Hu Ping-chih’s memorial let it 
be as suggested. The Board concerned is 
commanded to take note. 

(2) The same Governor denounces other 
civil and military officers under his jurisdic- 
tion in Shansi province. Chang Chia-tien, 
ndependent sub-prefect of Chiachou, is 
accused of laziness in his duties to the 
detriment of the good government of his 
sub-prefecture; Wan Chti-chun, district 
magistrate of Nganyihsien, is charged with 
being a man of mediocre abilities and unfit 
for the arduous duties of his present post ; 
let both these officers be removed from 
office and ordered to remain in the pro- 
vincial capital to await further appoint- 
ment on the ‘‘ expectant” list. Tai Chia- 
sung, district magistrate of Huanch ‘ihsien, 
is accused of a ‘* beclouded” intellect and 
hence has always been guilty of attending 
to his duties in a slipshod and unthinking 
manner ; while Wang Ting-jui, acting ma- 
gistrate of Shouyanghsien, is charged with 
permitting his runners to extort from the 
people under him, in consequence of which 
disparaging commentsagainsthim have been 
rife amongstall classes iu that district. Since 


these last named two officers are possessed of 
some scholarship (being literary graduates 
of high rank) we will not cashier them as 
they deserve, but will order their change 
of rank into that of directors of district 
studies subject to appointment by the 
Board of Rites. Charges are also made 
against Tan MHsi-yi, former acting sub- 
prefect of Liaochou, for allowing his 
servants too much latitude and enriching 
his pockets thereby; against Chou-Tao- 
yuen, district magistrate of P‘uhsien, for 
being a hypocrite and hence making it diffi- 
cult for his superiors to believe or place 
any confidence in him; against Wang 
Chih-fa, an expectant Major of Shansi, for 
encouraging his men to create disturbances 
thereby showing a lamentable want of dis- 
cipline in his regiment ; and, finally, against 
Chang Yu-t'‘sai, First Captain of the 
Lungan Left battalion, who is accused of 
bad habits and being incompetent to dis- 
charge the duties required of him. Let all 
the above named be forthwith cashiered as 
a warning to all. Let the Boards concerned 
also take note thereon. 


: COURT CIRCULAR. 

The Board of Rites memorialised this 
morning that the time for changing the 
winter for the summer official hats had 
arrived, and prayed his Majesty to name 
the date for the above change. 


15th April. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Chi Pang-chen, Judge-designate of Chih- 
li, was received in audience this morning 
by his Majesty in the Grand Council 
Chamber. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty has signified it to be his in- 
tention to perform to-morrow morning, at 
6 o’clock, the annual ceremony of ploughing 
the plot of ground in front of the Temple of 
Agriculture, and to offer up sacrifices to the 
said god for propitious harvests this year 
throughout the empire. 


IMPERIAL DECREES,. 


(1) Ngeh-lé-ho-pu, Grand Secretary, hav- 
ing repeatedly prayed that he be allowed to 
resign his post and permitted to retire into 
private life owing to many infirmities of 
body and mind; and, furthermore, as he 
has again memorialised to the effect that 
his present leave of absence has again 
expired without his being able to gain con- 
valescence, we now hereby grant his prayer 
and he is therefore permittcd to retain 
the privileges usual to a retired Grand 
Secretary. 
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(2) Let the commoner, Hsing Chiu-chin, 
a native of Honan, who personally appeal- 
ed to the Throne yesterday to have his 
rights protected be handed to the Board 
of Punishments for a strict investigation 
into his complaints, in order that the ends 
of justice may be maintained. 


16th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) As Chang Kao-yuan has finished his 
mourning for his deceased parent, he is 
hereby ordered to return to his old command 
as Brigadier-General of the Military Circuit 
of Téngchoufu, Shantung. 


Note :—General Chang Kao-yuaa and his 
brigade, the Sungwu chan of Shantung, did 
most of the real fighting in the Liaotung 
Peninsula after the fall of Port Arthur in 
1894. In fact his troops, unlike the others 
in the same campaign, fought bravely and 
were most faithful to their General and to 
their colours. In all their battles against the 
Japanese they were invariably opposed by 
superior numbers, having been deserted and 
left in the lurch by the major portion of the 
army to which this brigade was attached. 
The wounded of the Sungwu chiin or 
brigade who were treated in the Red Cross 
hospitals at Newchwang and North Ch‘in- 
chou during the campaign, returned to a 
man to their regiments as soon as they 
were well enough to be discharged from 
the hospitals in question. There was not 
a single case of desertion in the whole force 
of nearly 3,500 men. The fact that this 
brigade is almost the one solitary exception 
where there was any patriotism, or cour- 
age shown in the whole history of the 
late conflict between China and Japan 
is the main reason why attention is now 
called to General Chang Kao-yuan and 
his men. The Sungwu brigade also saw a 
good deal of service against the Turkestan 
Mahommedans in 1875-85 under the late 
Shantung Governor, Chang Yao, who was 
its founder.—Tvanslator. 


(2) Appointing a large number of officiais 
to the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(3) Kuan Ting-hsien in appointed Police 
Censor of the Western City of Peking. 

(4) The Grand Secretary, Lin Shu, is 
appointed President, and Hsi Chin, Vice- 
President, of the Revising Committee of 
the Collected Institutes of the Empire. 


(5) The same Grand Secretary is ap- 
pointed President, and K‘un Kang, Assis- 
tant Grand Secretary, Vice-President of 
the State Historiographer’s Office. 


(6) Lin Shu is further appointed Inspec- 
tor of the Transmission of Imperial Decrees 
Bureau. 

(7) K‘uei Pin, Prince of Jui, lst Order, 
is appointed a member of the Military 
Commission of Inspectors-General of the 
Armies of Peking. 

(8) Tsai Hsiin, Prince of Chuang, Ist 
Order, is appointed a Grand Chamberlain. 

(9) Li Tien-lin is appointed a Recorder, 
and Yao Pin-jan, a Reader of the Hanlin 
Academy. 

(10) Liu En-p‘u is appointed Vice-Com- 
missioner of the Office of Transmission of 
Imperial Despatches. 


17th April. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

His Majesty granted a special audience 
this morning to the Austrian Minister (1) 
Pi-tien-pu-lu-ku who presented his cre- 
dentials to the Throne. 

No papers of interest. 


18th April. 


THE NANYANG SQUADRON IN PEIYANG 
WATERS. 


Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli and 
Imperial High Commissioner of the 
Peiyang military and naval defences, 
reports that upon the retrocession of the 
Liaotung Peninsula and its various ports 
by Japan it was necessary that a 
naval force should be despatched to Port 
Arthur, Talienhuan Bay, etc., for the pro- 
tection of the commissioners sent to take 
over the retroceded places along the coast. 
In consequence of this a decree was issued 
commanding the Imperial High Commis- 
sioner of the Nanyang naval and mili- 
tary defences to send up to the North 
a fleet of war vessels for the purpose 
noted above. Memorialist accordingly re- 
ceived on the 6th of March last a decree 
of the same date etating that ‘in 
obedience to o previous deoree Chang 
Chih-tung, then acting Imperial High Com- 
missioner of the Nanyang, had instructed 
the Nanyang admiral to despatch the 
cruisers K‘uichi, Chintsing, Huantai, and 
Nanjui, and the Fuching belonging to 
the Foochow. squadron. These cruisers 
have all arrived at Port Arthur, in the 
meanwhile, but owing to the difficulty of 
transmitting the pay of the officers and 
men and the commissariat from Nanking 
to Port Arthur, it has been suggested 
that this amount be paid on the spot 
by the Peiyang administration, for con- 
venience sake,” etc. Upon receipt of 
the above decree memorialist at once 
investigated the matter and he finds that 
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the four Nanyang cruisers require a 
monthly sum of Tis. 13,700, odd, while 
the Foochow cruiser Fuching requires 
Tis. 1,400, odd, yer mensem, or a total of 
Tis. 181,000, odd, per annunv: provisions, 
coal, sundries, etc., not included. Now, 
after the destruction of the Peiyang fleet 
the monthly allowances belonging to it 
drawn by the Peiyang authorities from the 
Board of Revenue were at once stopped by 
Imperial edict. As the present finances of 
the Peiyang are now manipulated on a solid 
basis, all superfluous expenses having been 
eradicated, there is therefore, no surplus 
available in the administrative exchequer, 
and hence memorialist has no means of 
providing the large sum required month- 
ly by the, cruisers in question, He must, 
therefore, pray that the Board of Revenue 
be commanded to provide the amount 
required as these cruisers have them- 
selves no regular sources draw from 
in the North. Furthermore, as the 
prsesent harbour of Port Arthur (Lu- 
shunk‘ou) is now shallow and deep water 
much restricted, it would be a difficult 
matter to collect a large fleet there, 
Now, as soon as the warm weather appears 
and the Gulf of Pechili is free from ice, 
the new Piyang fleet, now rendezvous- 
ing in southern waters, namely the Fei- 
ting, Feiying, K‘angchi, and Chienching, will 
come up to their proper stations in the 
north when it would then be advisable to 
let them relieve the five Nanyang cruisers, 
which then can be ordered to return to their 
“own headquarters in the south, thereby 
freeing the Board of Revenue from the 
responsibility of sending such a large extra 
sum to Port Arthur, Memorialist would, 
therefore, suggest that money enough to 
pay the Nanyang fleet, commencing from 
the 2nd moon (March-April, 1896) to the 
end of the 5th moon (June-July) ora period 
of four months, equal to Tls. 60,000, odd, 
plus from Tis, 10,000 to Tls 20,000, amount 
required for coal and sundries, or a total 
of from Tis. 70,000 to Tis. 80,000 be sent 
by the Board of Revenue to memorialist 
for distribution, from time to time, to the 
Nanyang cruisers. When the Peiyang 
fleet shall have arrived to relieve the 
Nanyang ships the latter can then be sent 
back to the south.—Rescript; Let the 
Board of Revenue report thereon. 


19th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) With reference to the report sent us 
regarding the escape from prison of a 
aumber of criminals confined in the gaol 


of the district magistracy of Fénghuahsien,. 
we hereby command Liao Shou-féng, the 
Governor of Chékiang, to first cashier 
Siin Ting-nan, the gaol-warden of the said 
district, and then cause his arrest and the 
arrest of his subordinates for trial, to 
find out whether any bribes were accepted 
on account of which the said criminals 
were allowed to escape. As to Chou Pin- 
lin, the district magistrate of Fénghuahsien, 
who declares that he was absent from his 
yamén on official duties at the time, let 
him be given the usual time allowed to re- 
capture the escaped criminals, failing which 
he is to be further dealt with. Let no 
effort be wanting for the recapture of the 
escaped criminals. 


(2) Kué-pu-tung-wu is hereby appointed 
Chief Supervisor of the Supervisorate of 
Instruction of the Heir-Apparent. 


THE ‘‘WwUYI'’ ARMY CORPS OF CHIHLI. 


The Chihli Viceroy reports that he has 
received a despatch from Nieh Sze-ch‘eng, 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief of Chihli 
and Commander of the foreign-drilled 
army corps of picked men, which has been 
given the name of the ‘‘ Wuyi Army 
Corps,” requesting memorialist to ask 
the sanction of the Throne to the expen- 
diture of Tis, 29,946.78, for the erection of 
various buildings in connection with the 
said army corps, This army corps was 
formed at the earnest representations of 
the said General Nieh, who advocated that 
it should be organised in all respects 
according to German models, so that when 
the troops shall have been thoroughly 
drilled, armed, and equipped, they might be 
utilised as a ‘‘ roving offensive” corps ready 
to take the field at any moment and prepared 
to go to any point needing their services. 
This army corps of thirty battalions, about 
15,000 men, having now been formed 
from the pick of the armies assem- 
bled in Manchuria and Chihli during the 
late war, it is now necessary, in accordance 
with the German system, to have built in 
connection therewith a military school for 
its officers, ordnance store buildings, a 
magazine for explosives, a military hospital, 
and a medical school. The amount required 
for the erection of the said buildiugs 
is, as already intimated above, estimat- 
ed at Tis, 29,946.78. Now the Wuyi 
army corps has its headquarters at Lutai 
(a few miles north of Tientsin) and it is 
entirely modelled on the German army 
system, for which purpose a number of 
German officers are already actively occu- 
pied in performing the duties required of 
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them. This was on a former occasion 
already reported to the Throne by 
the memorialist at the time, and it was 
also pointed out by memorialist that as the 
said army corps progressed in its organi- 
sation, anything found to be requisite for 
success in the future would be duly re- 
ported to the Throne and sanction asked 
to do the things necessary for that purpose. 
In later years it has been the lament- 
able custom amongst the ofticers command- 
ing the defensive forces of the empire to 
neglect their duties, be regardless of their 
duty of maintaining their men in a good 
state of discipline and efficiency, and to be 
more addicted to a life of wasting luxury and 
ease, than to be on the alert, energetic, and 
anxious for the welfare of the troops. 
Furthermore, they have been universally 
negligent in their duties to take good and 
proper care of the arms and ammunition 
confided to their care, so that when the 
time came for their services to be needed 
these officers were all, so to speak ‘‘ at sea.” 
Again, these officers used to utterly neglect 
the health of their men, and in fact looked 
upon a case of sickness amongst their men 
as if they were beings of another region 
in whom they had no concern. Sympathy 
and kindliness for their men were not 
in the vocabulary of these officers of the 
old régime. Now General Nieh’s inten- 
tion to establish a military school for his 
men is to enable the young and ambitious, 
those who can read and write, to have the 
chance of bettering their knowledge—a 
school where they can study the technical 
portion of field artillery, etc., and where 
electricity, chemistry, and other practical 
sciences may be studied and illustrated by 
foreign teachers. This, indeed, is a laud- 
able institution and will be a place for 
the fostering and maturing of budding 
talent. Again, it is apparent that not 
the least important for an army corps 
of this nature is to have a proper building 
for the storing of ordnance and small 
arms, and a foreign-modelled magazine 
for keeping the explosives and ammunition 
for the modern weapons of precision 
supplied to these troops; while the 
establishment of a military hospital and 
medical school are all important adjuncts 
which cannot be allowed to be wanting 
amongst armies of European countries. 
Hence, memorialist cordially endorses the 
recommendations of General Nieh and 
after careful investigation considers the 
amount stated to be necessary for the 
above scheme not at all excessive.—Res- 
cript: Granted. Let the Boards concerned 
take note. 


20th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Lung Chin is appointed Captain-. 
General of the Manchu Red Banner or- 
ganisation. 

(2) Ch‘ang Kéng is appointed to a similar 
post in the Bordered Blue Hanchun Banner 
organisation. 

(3) As Ch‘ang Kéng is now in Kuldja, 
Chinese Turkestan, K‘ai Tai, Prince of 
Chéng, 1st Order, is commanded to be 
Acting Captain-General of the said Banner 
organisation. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty who is now at Eho Park 
will return to Peking to-morrow at 5 o'clock, 
in the afternoon. 


2ist April. 
No papers of interest. 
22nd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chang Chih-wan, Grand Secretary, 
ete., reports that his leave of absence 
has expired without his maladies being 
any better, and prays that he be allowed to 
resign his various posts in order that the 
latter may not suffer though his continual 
absence, etc. We hereby grant Chang Chih- 
wan another two months’ leave of absence, 
there being no necessity for him to resign. 


(2) On a former occasion the Censor 
Chin Yu reported the case of a man named 
Hsing Erh, who had been guilty of certain 
crimes in Shantung who had somehow 
made his escape and come to Peking to 
make known his complaints to the Board 
of Punishments. The said Hsing Erh, it was. 
charged, had also obtained the assistance- 
of a notorious pettifogger to push his case 
through Court, to make his petitions and 
to teach him the way to give his evidence 
before his judges, etc. Upon receipt of 
the above memorial we immediately order- 
ed the Governor of Shuntienfu to investi- 
gate the case and report truthfully to us 
the result. The report of the said Governor 
is now before us in which he states that 
the charges made by the said Censor 
against Hsing Ech were almost entirely at 
variance with the result of his investiga- 
tions. We, therefore, hereby command 
the Board of Punishments to take over the 
trial of the above case with the object of 
getting at the bottom of the whole matter. 
The same Governor in 4 postscript memo- 
rial further reports that in consequence of 
his lawsuit the said Hsing Erh’s house was 
suddenly visited bya band of ruffians dressed 
like yamén runners, and under the pretext of 
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seizing his property for confiscation by the 
goverument the said ruffians despviled him 
of every portable thing in the house, valued 
at a large sum, and carried all away with 
them, leaving nothing but bare walls 
after their departure. One of the gang of 
ruftians named Chao San-t‘ou (4.e., ‘ thre-- 
headed’ Chao) was however subsequently 
arrested for the above crime while the 
others are still at large. We hereby com- 
mand that the said prisoner be handed to 
the Board of Punishments for trial and 
that the Peking gendarmerie, the Police 
Censor, and the Governor of Shuntienfu use 
every effort to effect the arrest of the 
remaining members of the gang still at 
large an‘! they are to be turned over to the 
above Board as soon as captured. 


23rd April. 


A REWARD FOR PHILANTHROPY. 

T‘anChung-lin, Viceroy of the Two Kuang 
provinces, Juni-r Guardian of the Heir 
Apparent, etc., reports the case of a native 
of Huichouf. district of Hohuhsien named 
Ch‘en Ts‘ing-p‘ing, who philanthropically 
contributed $500 towards stocking a gra- 
nary for ‘‘emergency” relief of the poor of 
his district, and another sum of $400 for 
repairing the district college for the sup- 
port of which on behalf of indigent 
students, the donor made over a deed 
assigning a shop-building fronting the 
principal street of the town, to the College 
authorities for collection of rent, the said 
building being valued with the land at 
$1,200, or a total gift to his town of $2,100 
which is equal to Kuping Tls. 1,300 odd. 
As such an act of public spirit and philan- 
thropy ought not to be hidden from the 
public view, and as an encouragement 
for others to emulate, memorialist con- 
siders that His Majesty ought to pre- 
sent the said Ch‘en Ts‘ing-p‘ing with 
an autograph tablet bearing the words 
“‘He delighted in good deeds and liked 


to dispense charity” ( $4 9 ffi] on it. 
—Rescript: Let it be as requested and the 
Board of Rites ts ordered to take note of the 
matter. 


24th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Lei Chéng-Kuan, Provincial Comman- 
der-in-chief (T“itu) of Shensi, is hereby 
commanded t» resign his post and return 
to his native city. 

Note.—This general was chiefly respon- 
sible for the present Mahommedan rebellion 
in Kansu which began in May 1895, and 
when the rising took place both he and 


Yang Ch‘ang-chun, the Viceroy of Shen- 
kan, lost the:r wits, being able to do nothing 
towards suppressing the rebellion then in 
its incipient state. ‘lhe Viceroy was also 
made to resign and ordered to return to his 
na ive city, his post been given to T‘ao Mu, 
Governor of Chinese Turkestan. —Trans- 
lator. 

(2) Wang Héng is appointed Taotai of 
the Kueisi Intendancy of Kueichou. 

(3) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan various provincial ad- 
ministrations. 

(4) Chang Chung-hsing is appointed 
Police Censor of the Western city of 
Peking 

(5) Appoirting the time for sacrificial 
worshipatthe Imperial Ancestral temple, the 
temples of Heaven, Earth, and the Seasons, 
and naming the Princes and Ministers who 
are to assist in the said ceremonies. 


23th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Shen Chao-liang is appointed Major- 


Commanding theleft battalion of the Tatung 
Military Circuit of Shansi. 


(2) On a former occasion one Wén Yao 
(Manchu), criminal deputy judge of the 
Judicial Commissary of Hulan, in the 
Heilungchiang province, was cashiered for 
certain grave offences and Yen Mou, the 
Governor Adjoint of the said province, was 
ordéred to try Wén Yao’s case and report 
the result to us, En Tsé, Military Gov- 
ernor and Tartar General of Heilung- 
chiang, now reports that the said Wén Yao 
has had the audacity and contempt for 
the laws to secretly leave Tsitsihar for Pe- 
king, presumably in order to yet his friends 
at the capital to help him and to frustrate 
justice. We hereby command the Com- 
mander of the Peking Gendarmerie, the 
Governor of Shuntienfu, the Police Censors 
of the five cities of Peking, and the Viceroy 
of Chihli, and the Military Governor of 
Féngtien, to make strict search for the 
absconder and whoever shall capture the 
man shall send him under escort back to 
Heiiungchiang for trial and punishmeut. 


26 h April. 


IMPERIAL DECRES. 

(1) Pa-k‘e-tan-pu, Chief Director of the 
Imperial Stud, reports that his leave of 
absence is about to expire without his 
maladies getting any better and he prays 
that he be permitted to resign his post in 
order that it may not suffer by his continual 
absence, etc. We now give Pa-k‘é-tan-pu 
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another leave of absence for a month, and 
let Huai T a-pu discharge pio tem. Pa-k‘é- 
tan-pu’s dutirs at the Stud Office. 

(2) The same officer prays on the same 
grounds to be allowed also to resign his 
other post of Commandant of the Left 
Battalion of the Vanguard Division of the 
Imperial Household Guards. Let Chin 
Ch‘ang discharge pro tem. the above duties 
during Pa-k‘é-tan-pu’s leave of absence of 
one month. 

(3) Chten Chao-wé is promoted to the 
rank of Ree rder, and Li Fa-tsao, is ap- 
pointed Reader, of the Hanlin Academy, 
respe tively. 

(4) Ch‘en Pang-jui is appointed Adviser 
to the Bureau «-f Transmission of Imperial 
edicts and despatches. 

27th April. 

(1) Let the commoner Liu Wén-féng, a 
native of Shuntienfu, who appeal-d per- 
sonally to us at the Palace gates, be handed 
to the Board of Punishments who shall 
make a strict investigation of the man’s 
complaints an! report the result to us. 

(2) Tény Tséng, Brigadier General of 
Hsining, Kansu, is promoted to the post 
of Provincix] Commander-in-Chief of Shensi 
vice Lei Cllény-kuan dismissed and ordered 
to return to his native city. 


28th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Ho Mei-yii is appointed Brigadier General 
of Hsining, Kansu, vice Téug Tséng pro- 
moted as above. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will proce ad to morrow, 
after the transaction of state affairs, to 
Eho Paik to pay obeisance to H.I.M. the 
Empress Dowaver, and then go to Yuen- 
mingyuen Palace to view the horses and 
ponies there, after which his Majesty 
returns the same day to Peking. 

No papers uf interest. 

29th April. 
THE FOOCHOW SQUADRON. 

Pien Pao-chuan, Viceroy of Min-Ché, 
reports in a postscript memorial the dis- 
position lately of the Foochow squadron. 
The new cruiser Chienching, lately com- 
pletely by the naval dockyard at Pagoda 
Anchorage, fas been bespoken by 
Wang Weén-shao, Imperial High Com- 
missioner of the Peiyang Administration, 
etc., who wishes to make the new 
cruiser a training ship for the naval 
cadets at ‘Tientsin. Hence the Cap- 
tain, officers and crew of the Chienching 
will be sent down from the north to take 


her over as soon as her armament shall 
have been mounted. The Fuching, cruiser, 
was sent up last year, in September, to 
Nanking at the request of Chang Chih- 
tung, then acting Imperial High Commis- 
sioner of the Nanyang administration, for 
the purpose of reinforcing the Nanyang 
squadron ordered to rendezvous in Port 
Arthur, etc,, upon the retrocession of 
the Liaotung Peuinsula. Thearmed trans- 
port Fupo (this vessel was the only 
survivor of a fleet of nine ships in the 
battle of Pagoda Anchorage in the 
war with France, then commanded by 
Captain Le Buah — Translator) has 
been sent to Canton at the request of 
T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the ‘T'wo 
Kuang, who wished to reinforce the 
Canton squadron looking after deep sea 
pirates (more probably for transporting 
troops and guarding the Canton waters ii 
anticipation of the long expected revolution 
in that city.—TZranslator), With the de- 
spatch of the above three ships there now 
remain of vessels of large size only the 
Chenhang and Feichieh, belonging to the 
Foochow squadion, and these two vessels 
have been constantly used to tranaport 
dishanded soldiers (from Formosa) to 
their homes, leaving oftimes the harbour 
of Foochow completely deserted by war 
vessels. Memorialist has therefore in- 
structed the Taotai Yang Chen-yi, Director 
of the Fuochow dockyard, to commence 
the building of a steel cruiser at once, 
there being several sets «f engines and 
boilers built by the said dockyard in 
reserve, available for the purpose. The 
new cruiser will be named the Fuan. 
Her cost, apart from the armament, will 
be Tls. 200,000. Memorialist further finds 
that the Foochow training ship Chingyuwan 
is considerably the worse for wear and tear 
and that her builers must be changed for 
new ones. Despatches also have been 
received from the Govonor of Chékiang 
stating that the Ningpo guardship Yuank‘ur 
also requires a thorough overhaul and, 
therefore, as soon as that ship is sent down 
to Foochow. her repairs will be attended to 
at once and charged to the Chékiang govern- 
ment.—Reseript: Noted. 
30th April. 
No papers of interest. 
Ist May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 
(1) Huei Ch‘arg is appointed prefect of 
Kaochoufv, Kuangtung province. 
(2) Liu Pang-shéng is appointed Brigadier 
General of the Pethai (takh:i) Military 
Circuit of Kuangtung. 
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(3) As En Hsiang has been appointed 
Deputy Military Governor of Hunch‘un, 
he is hereby also authorised to assist 
Ch‘ang Shun, Tartar-General and Military 
‘Governor of Kirin, in all matters relating 
to the frontiers (Russo-Chinese) in that 
province. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

En Hsiang, the new Deputy Military 
‘Governor of Hunch‘un, and Li Hsi-lien, 
Provincial Judge-elect of Kueichou, were 
received in audience by his Majesty in the 
‘Grand Council Chamber this morning. 

2nd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Mien Wén is appointed Junior Director 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir Apparent. 

No papers of interest. 

3rd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We lave received the memorial of 
Fang Ju-shao stating that his leave of 
absence is abuvut to expire without his being 
cured of his maladies and praying that he 
be permitted to resign his post. We hereby 
grant his prayer and allow him to resign 
his post of Junior Director of the Court of 
Sacrificical Ceremonies. 

(2) Liu Ch‘ing-chao is appointed Bri- 
gadier General of the Hsiichou Military 
Circuit of Kiangsu. 

(3) Wéu Yii is appointed Supervising 
Censor and Keeper of Seals of the Board 
of Works. 

(4) Ching Mien is appointed Super- 
vising Inspector of the affairs of the Left 
Wing of the Vanguard Division of the 
Imperial Guards. 

(5) Chin Yu is appointed to a similar 
post in the organisation of the Bordered 
yellow Hanchun Banner. 

(6) Eu Shun is appointed to go and 
inspect the affairs of the: Bordered Blue 
Mongol Banner organisation. 

(7) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship stating 
that the 17th of May should be observed 
for worship at the Temple of Heaven and 
the Earth, we hereby appoint K‘ai Tai, 
Prince of Chéng, to inspect the sacrificial 
animals and Fang Hsiu is appointed to 
preside over the slaughter thereof. 

4th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) E-k‘6-t‘ang-a, Tartar-General and 
Military Governor of Féngtien, reports 
that the Lungen Pavilion of the Blessed 
Mausoleum (the place where the first 
ancestors of the present dynasty are 


buried in Moukden) is in a leaky state 
which requires that repairs should be made 
at once. As the Astronomical Board has 
reported that it is unlucky to make any 
repairs in the direction of the said pavilion 
this year, the only alternative would be to 
remove the sacred images of the Imperial 
ancestors placed in that pavilion from their 
old niches to the minor pavilion in the 
Eastern part of the mausoleum. We 
hereby also command the above-named 
Board to fix a lucky date between May 
and June for the performance of the 
ceremony of removal and E-k‘6-ta‘ng-d 
and his colleagues shal] then reverentially 
on the date to be fixed escort the sacred 
images to their new temporary quarters. 
(2) The Board «f Punishments is corm- 
manded to investigate strictly into the 
complaints of the mounted gendarme, 
Ch‘ing Shou, who personally appealed for 
relief at the Palace gates this mourning. 


ith May. 
IMPERIAL PECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Commandant of the Gendarmerie 
handing us a list of officers and men 
deserving rewards at our hands for energy 
and courage in executing their dutiés, let 
the Boards concerned be ordered to report 
thereon. 

(2) Teng Kuang-han, Earl Weiyi, and 
Chief Director of the Banqueting Court, 
has presented us a list of officers whom he 
considers deserving of the Imperial recog- 
nition on account of their abilities and 
learning. The said Earl recommends Ling 
Yin- ing and T‘u Yii, expectant Taotais of 
Chihli; Ch‘en San-lieh, expectant Assistant 
Under Secretary of the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments; and the expectant district 
inagistrate Tsou Tai-chun and Huan Yi- 
k‘si, With regard to the above-named 
nominees let the Viceroys of Chihli and 
the Liangkiang and the Governors of 
Kiangsi and Hunan herewith grant them 
the necessary papers authorising them to 
come up to Peking at once for an audience 
with us. 

6th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Hua Chin-shan is trunsferred to the 
Recordership and Li Chao-hui is appointed 
to the Readership, of the Hanlin Academy, 
respectively. 

COURT CIRCULAR, 

His Majesty will proceed to-morrow 
morning to the Wénhua Throne-hall to 
grant special audience to H.E. the new 
British Minister to Peking. : 


7th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial administra- 
tions. 

(2) With reference to a memorial the 
other day ‘by the Censor Hu Chin-kuei 
recommending a change in the administra- 
tion of the Yellow River; in other words 
to amalgamate the Director-Generalship of 
the river in the two provinces of Shantung 
and Honan into one office, instead of as 
at present, where the Shantung Governor 
is Director-General of the Shantung portion 
of the Yellow River, and the so-called Direc- 
tor-General of that river has control only 
over that portion flowing through Hovnan 
province, ete., we ordered the Board of 
Works to report thereon, and they appeared 
to favour the idea of placing the Director- 
Genernl of the said river at the head of both 
theShantungand Honan River Conservancy 
administration. We have, however, now 
commanded Jén Tao-jung, who has gone 
to K‘aiféngfu, Honan, to take over the 
Director-Generalship of the river in that 
province, to make a careful investigation 
over the matter and transmit to us the 
results The said Jén Tao-jung’s report is 
now before us in which he states that it 
would not conduce to economy to remove 
the headquariers of the Yellow River 
Conservancy Bureau to its old yomén at 
Chining in Shantung province from the 
present yamén in K‘aiféngfu, Honan. 
Hence the memorialist truthfully declares 
that the conservancy of the Shantung 
portion of the Yellow River should, as 
hitherto (since 1880), be confided to the 
Governor of that province. It is our com- 
mand, therefore, that the present régime 
should continue and that the Director- 
General of the Yellow river in Honan 
and the Governor of Shantung attend 
carefully to their several duties and by 
watchful and energetic care be tho means 
of preventing any calamities to the country 
through the overflowing of the banks of this 
river. With reference to the recommenda- 
tion of LiPing-héng, Governor of Shantung, 
to deepen the mouth of the river on the 
coast, lot the said Governor go carefully 
over the matter, produce a map of the 
projected works, and report to us for our 
approval. 

(3) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, 
denounces a certain district magistrate for 
failing to pay into the provincial treasury 
certain taxes collected by him during his 
tenure of office as acting district magis- 
trate of Sanhoheien, Chihli. It appears 


. 
i) 


(Mar 7. 


that the defaulting magistrate, Chén Tsé- 
li, upon handing over his seals of oftice 
tu his successor failed to make good a 
large su.n credited to the provincial govern- 
ment, and although afterwards repeatedly 
ordered by the Provincial Treasurer of 
Chihli to settle up these arrears, the 
accused ofticial aide no response to 
these orders, Ch‘en Tsé-li was then cas- 
hiered for this offence. But as he has still 
failed to pay his debts to government the 
said Viceroy recommends that the accused 
shall be placed under arrest and a strict 
investigation be made of his property both 
at the provincial capital (Paotingfu), at 
Sanhohsien where he was acting magis- 
trate, and in his native town in Shansi 
province. His property thus discovered 
is recommended to he confiscated to govern- 
ment to make up for his debts, and the 
Shansi Governor shall find out the value of, 
and contiscate all pr-perty owned by the 
accused, the proceeds of which shall be 
handed over to the Chihli Treasurer. Let 
it be as recommended and let the Board 
of Revenue take note thereon. 

(4) On a former occasion the Censor 
Chi Lin denounced Chien Kiiang, the 
Manchu Brigade-General of Miyuenhsien, 
Chihli, as being avaricious and a man of 
low morals, etc., We then ordered Wang 
Wén-shao to investigate these charges and 
report truthfully to us the results. The 
said Viceroy’s report is now before us and 
he states that he has been unable to find 
proved any of the charges preferred by 
the said Censor against Ch'ien Kuang. 
The only fault observable, however, in 
the general conduct of the accused General 
is the fact that whenever a vacancy occurs. 
in the ranks of the Cuirassed Horsemen 
(Manchus) belonging to the said General's. 
command, he selected his candidates merely 
for their strength and not as should be 
for marksmanship with the bow and arrow 
on horseback. This muy be reprehensible: 
on the ground of dereliction of duty. 
We therefore command that the said 
Brigade-General be handed to the Board 
of War for investigation and adjustment of 
some suitable penalty. As for the charges. 
made by the same Censor against the 
cavalry lieutenant Ch‘ung Ch‘ing of 
having curried favour with Ch‘ien Kuang, 
and of acting as the latter's instru- 
ment in all his schemes of personal 
aggrandisement, although Wang Wén-shao 
declares that these accusation are untrue, 
we are still of opinion that the said 
lieutenant must have been In some way 
guilty, otherwise he could not have had 
such wide-spread comments made on his. 
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relations with his General. For this we the Board coticerned to deliberate as to 


command that he be cashiered as a warn- 
ing to others to attend to their own duties 
only and not interfere with the affairs of 
others, 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 


His Majesty granted audience this morn- 
ing in the Wénhua Throne-hall to H.E. 
Sir Claude MacDonald (Tow Né-16) during 
which H.E. presented his credentials as 
British Minister to the Imperial Court. 


8th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


K‘uei Shun, Imperial Resident of Ko- 
konor (Ch‘inghai) in Western Mongolia, 
reports the death of Mihu, a Mongolian 
Prince (4th Order) of Kokonor, who was 
slain in battle while engaged with his 
tribesmen and retainers in opposing an 
invasion of a large body of Mahommedan 
rebels from Kansu, and further prays 
that extraordinary marks of the Imperial 
faveur be bestowed upon the deceased 
Prince’s family in acknowledgment of his 
bravery, loyalty, and patriotism. It appears 
that the above noted Mahommedan rebels 
belonged to a large body of men who had 
been driven. out of their fortitied villages 
at Shanghuchang, near the city of Haining, 
by the victorious Imperial troops soon after 
the raising of the siege of the said city. 
The dislodged rebels retreated westwards 
in order to escape annihilation and to find 
a way to get to their co-religionists in 
Kashgaria. During their retreat a strong 
detachment of rebel horsemen intent on 
plunder and forage invaded that part of 
Kokonor governed by the deceased Prince 
who was head of the Né-mu-hsi-l: league of 
Mongols. Assoon as the said Prince heard 
of the approach of the rebels he hastily col- 
lected as many of his tribesmen and mem- 
bers of other tribes of the league as he 
could, and making a forced march met 
the enemy near the borders of Kokouor 
and Kansu, but there he found that the 
rebels were greatly superior in numbers to 
what he had anticipated. Nothing 
daunted, however, the decased Prince at- 
tacked the rebels, and in consequence 
lost his life, slain by the Mahommedans. 
The Mongols were defeated and compelled 
to flee, leaving their dead and wounded on 
the field of battle, amongst whom was also 
the Secretary of the Mongolian Superinten- 
dancy, A Yin-ch‘i, who was also killed about 
the same time as the Prince. We fully 
sympathise with the families of the deceased 
Prince and Secretary and in recognition of 
their loyalty and bravery hereby command 


what extraordinary posthumous honours 
and the amount of Government grant 
that should be bestowed upon the deceased 
and their families. 


9th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Pien Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of Min- 
Ché, denounces the expectant sub-prefects 
Jeu Ju-fén and Su Shao-liang, both of 
Fukien. He accuses them of being 
animated only with thoughts of personal 
aggrandisement, avariciousness, and mean 
ways of currying favour with those above 
them. In consequence of this, the accuxed 
officials bear exceedingly unsavoury repu- 
tations amongst high and low, and they 
are evidently unit to hold posts of res- 
ponsibility over the people who would 
thus be subjected to their extortionate 
rule. We, therefore, command that the 
two expectant sub-prefects be forthwith 
cashiered and dismissed for ever from the 
public service. 

(2) Wan Kuo-pén is hereby ordered to 
resign his post of Brigadier-General of the 
military circuit of Nando (Namoa), Kuang- 
tung province and await further appoint- 
ment from the Throne. The post thus 
vacated is hereby given to Pang Ying, an 
expectant 2'itw, or Provincial Comm inder- 
in-Chief. 


MILITARY INSPECTION IN TIBET. 

K‘uei Huan, the retiring Imperial Resi- 
dent in Lhassa, capital of Tibet, reports 
that in accordance with permission granted 
him by Imperial edict of November, 
1895, to send a substitute to inspect 
the Chinese and Tibetan troops in UI- 
terior Tibet, on behalf of the Imperial 
Resident, the memorialist sent this year 
General Lu Shao-wu, Major comman- 
ding the Imperial garrison of Lhassa, 
to inake the said inspection. The said 
Major has now returned to the capital and 
reports that he started for Ulterior Tibet 
vid the mountain pass of Yangpachin, 
where having arrived at his destination 
the said officer inspected the Chinese and 
Tibetan battalions quartered there. The 
troops were exercised in volley firing 
and target marksmanship and the light 
weights were drilled in the shield and 
sword exercise, all of which were satis- 
factorily done. The marksmanship showed 
an average of 70 per cent of hit-. After 
the inspection the worthy amongst the 
soldiers were rewarded with grants in 
money or cloth, while the lazy were ade- 
quately punished or dismissed. The said 


Major then went on a tour of inspec- 
tion of the frontier outposts and found 
everywhere a peaceable state of affairs. 
Especially was this the case with the 
frontier post at Niehmu (? Nepaul frontier) 
as well as at Yatung Ganpa (Sikkim fron- 
tier), A plan of the route taken by the 
said Major accompanied his report which 
is now respectfully forwarded for the Em- 
peror’s perusal. The memorialist has since 
promulgated a circular to the various 
Chinese and Tibetan Commandants of 
battalions, their officers and men, exhorting 
all to zealously and diligently attend to 
their duties, serving as a bulwark against 
foreign aggression, and thus in a measure 
be worthy of the Imperial bounty so often 
bestowed upon them by the Imperial 
Resident on behalf of their august 
Sovereign.—Rescript : Noted. 


10th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Liu Shu-tang, Governor of Honan, sends 
us the following report of worthy and 
unworthy ofticiale under his jurisdiction :— 
Hsi Tso-yao, sub-prefect of Yiichou, is 
said to be a man of great energy and 
shrewdness ; Hii Shou-tze, district mag- 
istrate of Shangts‘aihsien, is described 
as a capable man who always encour- 
aged the worthy and deserving of the 
institutions and customs where he ruled 
while he used his utmost endeavours to 
remove all useless and bad institutions 
wherever they met his eye or were known 
to him; the memorialist predicted a suc- 
cessful career for this officer in the 
future. As for the district magistrates of 
Wuyanghsien, Anyanghsien, Kushihsien, 
Yiiyanghsien, Yungch‘enghsien Yungyang- 
hsien, Shangchiuhsien, they are all described 
as men of ability, integrity, and energy, 
capable of attending to their duties in a 
manner to please all their superior officers. 
Let the said Governor convey to the 
officers named above our thorough ap- 
proval of their conduct, with the com- 
mendation to persevere in their aims at 
being good and capable officers. Let 
them not have a clear and good be- 
ginning, and end in a_ disreputable 
way. In this way only will they deserve 
the trust we have placed in them as 
governors and leaders of the people on our 
behalf. As for the district magistrates of 
Ch‘ihsien, and Hsihsien, who have been 
accused of laziness and incapability,let them 
be forthwith cashiered and dismissed from 
office. We hereby also order that the 
petty officials accused in a postscript me- 
morial of the same Governor be forthwith 
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eashiered and dismissed from office. The 
Board of Civil Appointinents is command- 
ed to take note thereon. 


11th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the report of the 
Governor-Adjoint of tbe Imperial Pre- 
fecture of Shuntienfu, handing us the 
names of the gentry and notables of the said 
prefecture who subscribed in various ways 
to the relief of the sufferers of ‘the last 
famine in the towns and villages of this 
prefecture and who are thereby worthy of 
the Imperial rec-gnition, let the Boards 
concerned take note and report to us there- 
on. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


K‘uei Lien, the newly appointed Pro- 
vincial Judge of Kuangtung, and Yi Hsiu, 
Manchu Colonel! Commandant of Yichou, 
Eastern Manchuria, were received in au- 
dience by his Majesty this morning in the 
Grand Council Chamber. 


12th May. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty accompanied by the Imperial 
Princes will proceed to-morrow mornivg 
at 6 o’clock to the Imperial Ancestral 
temple to perform the annual sacrificial 
ceremonies of the season, after which his 
Majesty returns to the Palace to transact 
State business and grant audiences to the 
high Ministers of State. Afterwards his 
Majesty will proceed in state to Kho Park 
to pay a visit to the Empress-Downger and 
then return to the Palace at Peking in the 
afternoon, 

No papers of interest. 


13th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Censor P‘eng Shéh denounces 
the illegal and cruel custom prevalent 
amongst Generals of Brigades and Divi- 
sions throughout the Empire where these 
officers mulct the legal dues of regimental 
commanders, granted by law and custom 
to the latter, keeping them for the benefit 
of their own pockets and doling out to the 
regimental commanders the small amounts 
which are denoted ‘‘salary.” By right 
each coramander of a regiment or battalion 
should draw a certain extra sum at regular 
intervals wherewith toprovide the uniforms, 
clothing, boots and shoes of each soldier 
under him. The commander has also always 
been expected to apply to and receive 
from the Ordnance Bureau of his circuit 
or military district, all arms, ammunition, 
etc., under the heading of ‘‘warlike stores,” 
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which may from time to time be required 
by his battalion. Of late years, how- 
ever, peculation, injustice, and cruelty of 
treatment on the part of generals of 
brigades and divisions have been the rule 
and not the exception and the prerogatives 
of regimental commanders have, in con- 
sequence, been encroached uponand entirely 
taken away from them by their superior 
officials, the above named generals of 
brigades, who invariably use their own 
discrimination--measured by individual 
avarice—in distributing the above supplies 
and stores to their subordinates. Injustice, 
overbearing stinginess, avarice, and callous- 
ness in regard to the wants of their 
subordinate officers and the soldiers are 
therefore matters of daily occurrence, 
to the extreme detriment of the discipline 
and good government of the Imperial 
armies. The said Censor therefore earnestly 
prays that a prohibitory decree be issued 
warning the general officers from practi- 
sing such reprehensible conduct in the 
future, etc. With reference to the above 
it should be remembered by all that since 
their Sovereign organises his armies expec- 
ting each man to exert his utmost strength 
in doing his duties, each and all should 
in return be treated impartially and kindly 
and due sympathy be extended to the 
difficulties which beset the paths of each 
member of our army. Indeed commanders 
of troops and their subordinate officers 
should so cultivate the spirit of good com- 
radeship, that they should all be equal par- 
takers of the joys, hardships, and socrows 
of their soldiers. In this way only can 
esprit de corps be nourished so that ina 
day of danger the troops may be relied 
upon as @ strong wall against the attacks 
of a foreign aggressor. If matters in 
the army be really such as has been 
denounced by the said Censor, what 
wonder then that, unable longer to bear 
the oppression and extortionate rule of 
their superior officers, the subordinate ofti- 
cera and rank and file of the army should 
weary of them, while the seeds of discontent 
aud disorder will thus be sown ready to 
break out upon the tirst opportunity. When 
we think of it we verily feel extreme indig- 
nation at such open-faced, wanton conduct 
asthe above! We would therefore warn 
generals of brigades to be more careful in 
the future and we declare that if ever any 
complaint or denunciation be made against 
them in the future of oppression or ex- 
tortion, we shall make it our duty to give 
summary punishment to the delinquents 
and that no leniency will be shown to them 
by us. Let our wishes be promulgated 


and sent to our armies for the information 
of all. Fa 


(2) The same Censor denounces the 
deeply-rooted evil practised in the army, 
namely, cutting down the pay of the 
soldiers and subordinate officers, and 
recommends the promulgation by Imperial 
edict of the punishments which will in 
future be given for the above practices. 
Let the Board of Punishments deliberate 
upon the matter and report the result to us. 


14th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Liang 
Kuang provinces, etc., reports the death of 
a Tit or Provincial Commander-in-Chief 
at Canton, and recommends that extraor- 
dinary honours and grants be bestowed 
npon the deceased General and his 
family in recognition of the loyal services 
of the said officer. The deceased Chéng 
Shao-chung was at the time of his death, 
the other day, Naval Commander-in-chief 
of Kuangtung.. He was beloved by the 
people over whom he ruled, popular with 
his officers and admired by his superiors 
for his courage, loyalty, and patriotism. 
During the reign of the Emperor Tung 
Chih he commanded a brigade of An- 
hui troops and with them made a 
campaign against the Taiping rebels who 
had overrun the provinces of Kuangsi and 
Fukien. When the rebels were driven 
from the latter province intu Kuangsi the 
General chased them and so thoroughly 
did he and his men do their duty that 
they were the means of pacifying the 
whole region. He was afterwards made 
Brigadier General of the military circuit 
of Ch‘aochoufu, Kuangtung (Swatow), 
and promoted eventually to the Pro- 
vincial Commander-in-Chiefship of Hu- 
nan. From this post he was trans- 
ferred back to Canton to be the Naval 
Commander-in-Chief of that province vice 
Fang Yao, deceased, etc., We are decidedly 
sorry to learn of the death of this loyal 
and faithful servant and command that 
extraordinary posthumous honours be 
granted him and that his military achieve- 
ments shall be recorded in the dynastic 
history. The said Vicercy is further com- 
manded to give us the names and ranks (if 
any) of the deceased Admiral’s sons so that 
a fitting recognition may be made of them 
in honour of their dead parent. Let the 
Boards concerned take note. 

(2) Wen Hai is transferred to the Hanlin 
Recordership and En Shun is appointed 
a Reader in the same Academy. 


(3) Chang Jen-fu is appointed Director 
of the Court of Ceremontes. 


e - 
loth May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the metropolitan and provincial adiminis- 
trations. 

(2) Tung Lii-kao, Brigadier General of 
the Tsochiang military circuit of Kuangsi, 
is hereby commanded to resign his post 
and come up te Peking for an audience. 

(3) Ch‘en Ming-chih, Grain Taotai of 
Fukien, Ho Shan, prefect of Yenchoufu, 
Chékiang, Ni En-lin, prefect of Nanch‘ang- 
fu, Kiangsi, and Chou Tien-ling, prefect 
of Szénfu, Kuangsi, are hereby all ordered 
to resign their posts and come up to 
Peking for an audience. 


16th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Tfang Pao-chien is appointed Grain 
Taotai of Fukien. 

(2) Féng Pei is appointed prefect of 
Szénfu, Kuangsi. 

(3) As the post of prefect of Nanch ‘ang- 
fu, the provingial capital of Kianggsi, is 
one of great importance, the Viceroy of 
the Liang Kiang and the Governor of 
that province are hereby commanded to 
select from all the substantive prefects of 
Kiangsi the man best qualified for that 
post, and let Yii Pei-yuan be appointed to 
the prefecture thus vacated by the officer 
of the said vrovincial authorities’ choice. 

(4) Mu Shan-hsi is hereby appointed to 
be Brigadier-General of the military circuit 
oi Tsochiang, Kuangsi. 

(5) Kuei Pin, Prince of Chuang, Ist 
Order, is commanded to inspect the 
sacrificial animals to be used at our 
worship at the temples of Heaven, the 
Earth, and the Four Seasons, and the 
hereditary noble of the Imperial lineage, 
Pei Shan, is appointed to view the sacri- 
ficial slaughter. 


17th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) As the post of prefect of Foochow, 
the provincial capital of Fukien, is une of 
great importance, Pien Pao-ch‘uan, the 
Viceroy of Min-Ché, is ordered to select 
from amongst the substantive prefects of 
Fukien the man best titted for that post 
and let Chang Ch‘eng-pin he appointed to 
the post vacated by the officer of the said 
Viceroy’s choice. 

(2) Ch‘angShun, Tartar-General and Mili- 
tary Governor of Kirin, presents a memorial 
reporting that although the period of leave 
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of absence graciously granted by us to him 
for the object of curing his numerous 
maladies has expired, he is still in a state of 
inconvalescence, and fearful that the duties 
of his important post will suffer from 
his continued absence, he humbly prays 
that we will grant him his congé and permit 
him to retire into private life. Ch‘ang 
Shun’s prayer is herely granted and he is 
permitted to retire to his Banner Reserva- 
tion (in Peking) to pay exclusive attention 
to the curing of his bodily complaints. 

(3) We have received the report of Li 
Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, with 
reference to the reforms he intends to 
make in his province in the Customs 
department. Investigations made by 
the said Governor, assisted by Li 
Hsing-jai, the Custums Taotai of Chefoo 
(Téng-lai-ch‘ing Intendancy of Shan- 
tung), and the Taotai of the Lingtsing 
Customs in the same province, into the 
Customs (likin) revenue properly manipu- 
lated show that seme Ts. 80,000 per 
annum can be easily added to the Imperial 
exchequer, The sum appears to have been 
obtained from the illegal perquisites which 
former Taotais and their subordinates had 
been wont to pocket for their own benefit. 
The above results clearly show the clean- 
handedness of the said Governor and Tao- 
tais, their patriotism and loyalty to the 
Throne, and a proper attention to cleanse 
the peculative propensities of department 
officials that have been apparent to all but 
those most concerned. ‘aking the above 
as an exainple one might casily infer that 
avarice and dishonesty have been rampant 
and that the Customs departments in the 
other provinces are equally amenable to a 
purifying process. Furthermore, that the 
usual complaint of the revenues falling off 
and a plea to be allowed to be excused 
from sending the quota required by law to 
Peking, are really but hollow shams and 
the recoursp of dighonoest ofticials. We 
therefore now call ypon all our Viceroys, 
Governors, and Superintendent of Customs 
throughout the Empire to remember their 
duty to their Sovereign and deserve the 
confidence reposed in them by us. We 
exhort them now to be faithful to their 
duties and by strict and diligent investiga- 
tion into every department put a stop to 
the drainage flowing into dishonest pockets 
and turn it into their proper channel— 
the Imperial exchequer. They are called 
upon to give a true statement of how 
matters really stand and report the sme to 
the Board of Revenue nor should they allow 
themgelves to be influenced by dishanest 
motives. Jn this way shull we be able to 
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protect our revenues for the benefit of the 
country. Let this decree be promulgated 
for the knowledge of all. 


18th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Ho Ch‘ang-ts‘ing is hereby appointed 
Naval Commander-in-Chief of Kuangtung 
province. 

No papers of interest. 


19th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, 
sends us the following report of the robbing 
of a yamén in his province and the results 
of his trial of the brigands concerned in the 
above raid. In March of this year a band 
of mounted brigands forced their way into 
the yumén of the district magistrate of 
Linhsien, with the object of plundering the 
place. The magistrate of the said district, 
Ts‘ao Shan-chen, assisted by the local 
military garrison, then had a fierce encoun- 
ter with the brigands in which two of 
the latter were killed. Eventually over a 
dozen of the same band were successively 
captured and these men are now unde:- 
going trial in the prefec ural city of 
which the said district is subordinate. Now 
to think that an important place like 
the yamén of the chief magistrate of the 
district should be audaciously entered by a 
band of robbers trusting in numbers to 
plunder the place, and for them to resist, 
arms in hand, the attacks of the local 
troops, resulting in the wounding of a num- 
ber of the latter, clearly shows a contempt 
for the constitu'ed authorities and a total 
disregard of life which must not be per- 
mitted to pass off too leniently. Liu Shu- 
t‘ang is hereby commanded to instruct the 
prefect of Changtéfu to conduct a strict 
investigation and sentence the guil'y ones 
to the severest punishments. The said 
Governor is also commanded to see to it 
that there is no relaxation in the search for 
the brigands who have so far escaped 
captur-, iu order that the whole band may 
be brought tu justice, and none escape 
the net of the law. 

(2) Ch‘en Chi-hsiang is appointed Briga- 
dier-General of the Military Circuit of 
Yuanyang, in the province of Hupsh. 

(3) Yen Mou, Governor Adjoint of Kirin, 
is appointed Acting Tartar General and 
Military Governor of the said province. 


20th May, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Fu Jun, Governor of Anhui, in his 
meniorial concerning the projected re- 


survey of the said province-for the purposé 
of making an accurate assessment of the 
various grain-bearing districts there, asks 
for certain officials, not now in Anhui, 
who he thinks will be of great assistance to 
him in the work on hand. The following 
oficials are applied for by the said Governor, 
viz :—Sun Pao-tien, a Metropolitan graduate 
(Chinshih) of Shantung and formerly dis- 
trict magistrate of Shuch‘uanhsien; P‘an 
Wén.to, a Hanchwn (Chinese Bannerman) 
chiijén (Provincial graduate) of the Canton 
Banner garrison, and formerly district 
magistrate of Antunghsien, in the province 
of Féngtien ; and Téng Chia-chen, a Kiang- 
su chijé and an expectant sub-prefect. 
We, therefore, command theTartarGencral 
of Canton, and the Governors of Kiangsu 
and Shantung, to send the above-named 
officials, at. once, to Anhui to join the staff 
of Fu Jun, in order that no time may be 
lost in commencing the resurvey of Anhui 
at an early date. 


21st May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
Eké-ta‘ng-2, Tartar General and military 
Governor of Féngtien, denouncing Chang 
Hsi-fu, the gaol-warden for Yichou sub- 
prefecture in the said province for careless- 
ness and neglect of duty wherely an im- 
portant criminal was permitted to effect 
his escape from custody, let the gaol-warden 
be forthwith cashiered and arrested, and let 
the said Tartar General try him and his 
subordinates to see whether any bribes had 
been accepted in this case, and if so let the 
delinquents be punished to the full extent 
of the law. Furthermore let strict search 
be made for the escaped criminal so 
that justice may not be deprived of its 
victim. As for the case of Chéng Hsi-hua, 
the sub-prefect of Yichou, under whom 
was the said delinquent gaol-warden, since 
he declares that he was not in town on the 
night of the said criminal’s escape but 
absent on official duty, let the usnal period 
be given him to effect the recapture of the 
refugee, failing which he is to be further 
dealt with according to law. Let the 
Boards concerned take note. 


(2) Let the Shantung commoner, Chang 
Hung-yon, who personally applied for relief 
at the Palace gates, be handed to the Board 
of Punish.nent for a strict investigation 
into his case and report the same to us. 


22nd May. 
No papers of interest.| 
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23rd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) On a former occasion the Censor Hu 
Chin-Kuei denounced in a secret memoriai 
the Chihli Taotai, Pan Chin-té, of the 
Ts‘ingh Intendancy, on the ground of ex- 
cessive avarice and conduct unbecomnig 
to an offcial of his rank, etc. Mao Lung- 
kuang, district magistrate of Jénch‘inhsien, 
Chihlt, was also denounced by the said 
Censor for extorting illegal and cruel fines 
from his people. Upon resding the above 
charges we commanded Wang Wén-shao 
to investigate them and his report is now 
before us. He states that in some instances 
there were grounds for the charges against 
Pan Chin-té, and in some there were no 
foundations for them at all. In one in- 
stance, also, it was found that the said 
Taotai’s nephew, Pan Lung-tsing, who 
had been appointed by the Board of 
Civil Appointments to be an expectant 
assistant magistaate of Chihli, but instead 
of staying at the capital (Paotingfu) to 
await acting or substantive app intment 
after having reported for duty at the 
Treasurer's yamén, this nephew was retain- 
ed in the Ts‘ingho Taotai’s yamén to assist 
the uncle in keeping accounts, which is 
contrary to regulation. Furthermore, the 
said Taotai was reprehensible for not keep- 
ing a watchful eye on the irregular conduct 
of his deputy Yao En-sui, and his yamén 
ushers, who took every opportunity to 
enrich themselves at the expense of the 
people. The said Txotai and his nephew 
are therefore turned over to tho Board for 
adjudication of adequate penalties, while 
the deputy is cashiered for his avaricious 
conduct. As for the other men denounced 
by the said Censor, there having been 
found nothing against them they are hereby 
released from surveillance. The Board 
concerned is to take note. 

(2) Wéng Tséng-kuei is appointed Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Kiangsi vice Ch'on 
Shih, deceased. 

(3) On the 26th of this month all the 
Princes, high Ministers, and officers of the 
Imperial Court who shall be on duty that 
day are commanded to appear at Court in 
full dress costume. 


24th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Sung Shou (Manchu) is transferred 
to the Provincial Judgeship of Kiangsi, 
vice Wéng Tséng-kuei promoted to the 
Treasurership, and Yii Hsien (Manchu) is 
hereby appointed to take Sung Shou’s 
place as Provincial Judge of Shantung. 


(2) Hsi Liang (Manchu) is appointed 
Taotai of the Yeun-yi-t‘sao-chi Intendancy of 
Shantung, vice Yii Hsien, promoted to the 
Provincial Judgeship. 

(8) Wang Hsi-fan is transferred to be 
Senior Director of Studies in the Super- 
visorate of Instruction of the Heir-Appa- 
rent, and Li Tien-lin is appointed to be 
Junior Director in the same institution. 

25th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ting Li-Chun is appointed prefect 
of Yichoufu, Shantung, vice Hsi Liang 
promoted t» be Taotai of the Yen-yi-t‘sao- 
chi Intendancy in the same province, 


(2) Pa-ké-tan-pu, Senior Director of the 
Imperial Stud, etc., reports that his leave 
of absence is about to expire without his 
getting any better of his bodily complaints, 
and hence prays to be allowed to resign his 
various posts in order to better attend to 
his maladies. There is no present necessity 
of Pa-ké-tan-pu’s resigning, hence we 
grant him another leave of absence of one 
month to accomplish his object. 

No news of interest. 


26th May. 
ROBBERY AND MURDER IN ANHUI, 


Fu Jun, Governor of Anhui, reports the 
sentences given in the case of a gang of 
robbers who attacked the house of one 
Hsii Fu-yu, a native of Yiit‘aihsien, Anhui 
province, during which the complainant’s 
father was killed by the robbers and a 
quantity of valuable plunder taken away 
by this gang of desperadoes. They num- 
bered ten men in all under their chief, a 
certain Li Pa, who ia still at large. The gang 
was equipped with gua, sword, spear and 
bludgeon, and on the night of the robbery 
mustered in forceat the house of the said Hsii 
Fu-yu, be being one of the richest merchants 
living in that district. When the robbers 
arrived at the gate of the said house, their 
chief ordered three of the gang to remain 
outside to receive the plunder, as well as to 
keep a good look-out for the military patrol 
ofthetown. He himself then accompanied 
by another (the lieutenant) climbed over 
the high wall surrounding the house and 
opened the entrance gates. Once entered 
into the compound the chief again sprang 
up to the top of the house (one-storied) 
walked over the tiles and jumping down 
into the main courtyard, pried open the 
door leading into the main hall, where he 
opened the door to let the others in. While 
this was going on the noise awakened Hsii 
Sheng-yii (the father of the complainant), 
who slept in the first court and he set up 
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a cry of alarm ealling aloud for help. Li 
Pa (the chief) who appeared to be pre- 
pared for violence at once gave the order to 
the lieutenant and another ‘to silence the 
old man.” The old man’s noise was at once 
stopped and by the aid of lighted paper 
tapers dipped in oil, the whole gang, with 
the exception of the three outside the gates 
began to search for plunder, the remaining 
members of the Hsii family being terrified 
into perfect silence by the terrible example 
set before them of the murdered old man. 
After ransacking the house of everything 
portable, @.e., clothes, money, jewelry, 
etc., and packing them on several donkeys 
belonging to the house, the gang gave the 
signal to those outside to lead the animals 
while the rest covered the rear, But the 
theese look-out men had, upon hearing the 
alarm given by the murdered man, already 
been scared away. So the restof the gang 
were forced to lead the animals themselves 
and by quickly marching overtook the run- 
aways. The wholegang then went toasolitary 
spot where they were not liable to be inter- 
rupted and a division of plunder took place. 
While the robbers were thus employed a 
lighted taper carelessly thrown away by 
one of them seemed to have communicated 
with some combustible matter in one of the 
side rooms of the house, with the result that 
a conflagration took place, the greater por- 
tion of the house being thus destroyed. 
The neighbours were in this way alarmed 
and while helping to quell the fire, a body 
of the rest joined the yamén runners and 
military patrol to hunt for the robbere the 
same night. No one was caught then, but 
gradually nine of the gang were one after 
another captured within the period allowed 
the district magistrate by law for their 
arrest. The only man who has so far 
escaped capture is Li Pa, the leader of the 
gang. The law demands the summary 
execution of any members of a gang of 
robbers, with fire arms in their hands, 
who helped in plundering a place and 
finally took a share of the spoils, while 
those who joined to make a robbery 
but refrained eventually from committing 
the deed should be sentenced one degree 
more lightly, viz:—punished with 100 
blows of the ‘‘heavy” bamboo and exile 
for three years. This last sentence has 
been passed upon the three look-out men, 
the remainder of the gang who partook 
in the pillage and accepted a share of the 
spoils being sentenced to summary execu- 
tion; and they are now awaiting the 
pleasure of the Throne.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Punishments make haste and 
report thereon. 
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27th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We find that Wén Ch‘, a Secretary of 
the Imperial Household Department, is a 
man of reckless disposition and possessed 
of shamelessness and low conduct incom- 
patible with the dignity of his office. He 
is therefore cashiered and dismissed for 
ever from the public service. 

THE DEATH OF CH‘EN SHIH. 

Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, 
reports the death, through sickness at Tien- 
tsin of Ch‘en Shih, the Provincial Treasurer- 
elect of Kiangsi. The deceased officer had 
been in command of twenty battalions of 
Hunan troops at Shanhaikuan ever since 
the late war with Japan. Owing to illness 
he had been compelled to come twice to 
Tientsin by rail from Shanhaikuan, but 
the second journey to Tientsin ended fatal- 
ly and memorialist regrets to report to the 
Throne the said official’s death on the 
20th of the current month (May.) Upon 
learning the news of Ch‘en Shih’s death 
memorialist at once issued instructions to 
General Yi Wén-kuang, Chief of the military 
secretariat of the said corps, and the second 
in command, General Fang Yu-sheng, 
to continue to pay strict attention to their 


duties, to the regular drills of the troops and 


to maintain strict discipline in the corps 
which had thus suddenly been bereft of their 
Commander-in-chief. The said generals 
were further ordered to quietly await the 
pleasure of the Throne as to what should be 
done with the said army corps, whether 
they are to remain in garrison in Shanhai- 
kuan, sent elsewhere, or finally disbanded 
and sent back to their homes in Hunan. 
Memorialist would, therefore, pray for his 
Majesty’s instructions in the above matter. 
On the other hand, as the Provincial Trea- 
surership of Kiangsi is one of great impor- 
tance which has been made vacant by 
Ch‘en Shih’s death, memorialist trusts his 
Majesty will not lose any time in appoint- 
ing a successor to the deceased officer.— 
Rescript. A special decree will be issued in 
this connection. 
28th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Appointing a large number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial adminis- 
trations. 

SURVEY AND RE-ASSESSMENT OF LAND IN 

ANHUI. 

Fu Jun, an Officer bearing the rank of 
brevet President of a Board and Governor 
of Anhui, recommends the survey and 
reassessment of the arable land of his 


[May 2829, 


province in order that the dishonesty 
which has been rife in this connection be 
swept away and the Imperial exchequer 
benefited thereby. The province owing to 
the rebellion of the Taipings was plunged 
into much disorder, from which it has bare- 
ly recovered, while the destruction of old 
documents and the archives of the various 
cities, including the capital, Nganking, by 
the rebels made it impossible to obtain 
an accurate knowledge of the annual land 
taxes of the province, and hence ever since 
the rebellion everything has been the 
result of sheer guess-work. By these means 
wealthy citizens and large landed proprietors 
have been enabled t cheat the government 
yearly of a large proportion of income 
from Jand revenue and it has been found 
that in some cases land reported to be one 
mow in extent contained more than ten 
times its superficial area. This arose 
through the destruction of the land books 
and archives in most of the district magis- 
tracies of Anhui province, which the gentry 
and landed proprieters took advantage of 
upon the restoration of order in the province. 
Their pernicious example was naturally 
followed by the smaller landholders and pea- 
sauts, which many of the new magistrates 
sent to take charge after the pacification of 
the province dared not resent, although in 
many cases quite aware of the true state of 
affairs, fearful lest be too strict an obser- 
vance of the old régime it would cause the 
people (incited by the landed gentry) to 
rebel again, and the blame of the rising 
be visited upon the heads of the said newly 
arrived magistrates. Hence, for more than 
thirty years things have zone on from bad 
to worse: Land formerly reported to be 
barren diid excused by former detrées ftom 
taxes had in the meanwhtle, after rémain- 
ing fallow, been re-cultivated with profit 
to ‘he owners thereof. who, on the 
other hand, refrained from reporting this 
Increasé of income to the magistrates of 
their district; while, again, other districts 
which had been visited by inundation or 
fumine had to be either partially commuted 
or entirely excused from paying taxes, there- 
by decreasing the revenues of the province 
with no counter compensation, as should 
have been the case. In this state of things 
it clearly lay with memorialist, as Governor 
of the province, to devise means to restore 
the chaos which had thus arisen through 
the timidity and incapability of former pre- 
decessors. The principal thing to begin 
with is the reconstitution of the provincial 
jJand taxes in such a way as to be perfectly 
fair to all, thereby obviating murmurs of 
discontent which would surely arise in case 
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of failure of justiee. Hence, after consulta- 
tion with the acting Tre‘surer aud Judge, 
memorialist thinks that nothing but a 
thorough re-survey «f the whole province 
should be inadeand a re-assessment upon the 
result be issued by proclamation. Accord- 
ing to the annual returns of the land taxes 
of Anhui the area of arable land taxable 
comprises 382,140, odd, ch‘ing (each ch‘ing 
contains 100 mow.—Trans.) and the 
annual tribute rice for Peking valued 
at Tls. 1,700,000, odd. Not counting the 
arrears of taxes previous to 1884, taxes 
still due to government by the people 
of Anhui from 1885 to 1892, amounted 
to a total of Tls. 2,468.000, odd, while 
from the famine districts of the said 
province there are still due taxes equal to 
Ts. 2,046,000, odd, which the inhabitants 
of the said distressed districts have been 
permitted by government to pay ‘‘ when 
better times came.” In this way leaving 
aside the debts to government dating pre- 
vious to the year 1884, there are still du: 
land taxes amounting to Tls. 4,500,000, odd. 
Truly a large deficit! Memorialist there- 
fore strongly fears that unless drastic and 
thorough measures be at once inaugu- 
rated, things will go on from bid to 
worse and plunge Anhui province into 
irremediable ruin. [The whole of the 
day’s Gazette is filled with this memorial, 
the gist of which is given above.—Trans- 
lator.] Rescript.—Granted. Let the Board 
of Revenue take note. 


29th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Kuei Pin, Imperial Resident at Lhassa, 
Tibet, réports that he has received a 
petition from the last K‘ampo or Tibetan 
Envoy with tribute to Peking, named Pa- 
la-tang-teui-mu-pa-la, complaining that 
when he went last year to Peking with the 
tributes of the Dalai Lama (Buddhist 
Pontiff) the petitioner ad his suite were 
repeatedly swindled out of thelr money by 
the resident Tibetan Lamas at the Mona- 
stety of the White Pagoda at Peking, and 
theit agents. The memorialist, therefore 
prays, oit behalf of the said ex-Envoy, that 
steps be taken to prosecute the alleged 
swindlers, ete. With reference to the 
above we hereby order the General Com- 
manding the Peking Gendarmerie to cause 
the arrest of the Liuta Lama, E-shih-tsa-la; 
the Chanwang Lama, Tan-ts‘an-ts‘ui-mu- 
pa-la; the Ts‘uta Lama, Ts‘u-la-t‘u-mu ; 
the Lama agent, Li Shan, and the Tibetan 
interpreter ut Peking of the surname of 
Mei, and hand the prisoners over to the 
Mongolian Superintendency for a strict 
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investigation into the charges made above, 
and for their punishment if proved to be 
true. 


30th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Decree appointing the Princes and 
Court Ministers who are to assist the 
Emperor at the worship at the temples of 
Heaven and the Earth, and at the temple 
of Kuanti, God of War. 


(2) Fu Jun, Governor of Anhui, de- 
nounces Liu Tso-liang, an expectant Taotai 
and Commandant of the Chinchien Brigade 
of Auhui, for avarice and a crafty nature. 
Also Ting Shou-kai and Tsin K‘é-sen 
expectant sub-prefects, for low morality, 
etc., the chihsien Ts‘ao Tun-yii, and the 
gaolwarden of Chihchou, Chang Wén-hsi, 
for various misdemeanours which are un- 
excusable in men of their rank and posi- 
tion. Let all the above-named officers be 
forthwith cashiered and dismissed the 
service. As for the acting chihsien of 
Chienté, Huang Kuo-ch‘eng, who has been 
described as still worse, he is hereby 
cashiered and dismissed for ever from the 
public service. 
Wang Chiin, is alleged to be a man of 
uncouth manners and mediocre talents 
and unfit, without further experience, to 
become a district magistrate. He is hereby 
ordered to be degraded to the rank of an 
assistant district magistrate as a warning 
to better himself in the future. 


3lst May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘en Pao-chen, Governor of Hunan, 
asks that Wén Chih (Manchu), prefect of 
Ch‘angtéfu, Hunan, who has been petitioned 
against by the people of the said prefecture, 
be cashiered and placed under arrest for 
trial. It appears that the said prefect had 
placed too much faith in the baneful advice 
of certain disreputable members of the 
Ch‘angtéfu gentry, who using his name 
had either extorted money from the inha- 
bitants or made illegal and exorbitant fines 
at their recommendation, thereby obtaining 
for him a very bad name. We hereby 
command that the said prefect be cashiered 
and let the said Governor, assisted by the 
Provincial Treasurer and the Judge, try his 
case and suggest his punishment if proved 
to be guilty. 

(2) The other day, the Censor Huang 
Chiin-lung denounced the Hunan naval 
Brigade Commander Yang T'so-mu, for the 
crime of receiving regular bribes from 
certain pirates and robbers, and we accord- 
ingly ordered Che‘n Pao-chen to in- 


The expectant chihsien, 


vestigate the charges. The said Governor’s 
report is now before us in which he states 
that although the above allegations are 
groundless yet the accused has been 
guilty of lax discipline and extreme avarice. 
We hereby command that the said General 
by forthwith cashiered and dismissed for 
ever from the public service as a warning 
to others. 

(3) Decree cashiering a number of sub- 
stantive and expectant officials of Hunan 
denounced by Ch‘en Pao-chen, Governor 
of the said province. 

(4) The Board of Civil Appointments are 
commanded to report on the memorial of 
the Censor Siin Wu-ch‘ien, recommending 
extra precautions and additional regulations. 
during the examinations for office of the 
immediate descendants of deceased officials 
of the Ist and 2nd ranks. 

(5) Appointing a number of officials to. 
the Metropolitan aud provincial adminis- 
trations. 

lst June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

T‘ang Shih-hsiian is appointed prefect 
of Ch‘angtéfu, Hunan, vice Wén Chih, 
cashiered for misdemeanours. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 


After transacting State affairs and having 
granted audience to the various Ministers 
of State, his Majesty will proceed to-morrow 
morning to worship at the shrine of the 
late Prince Ch‘un tthe Emperor’s father). 
after which his Majesty returns to the 
Lake Palace. 

No newa of interest. 


2nd June. 
THE NEW CHINESE DOLLAR IN 
HEILUNGCHIANG. 

En Tsé, Military Governor, and Tséng 
Chi, Civil Governor of the Chinese Amur 
region (Heilungchiang province), in com- 
plaining of the extraordinary scarcity of 
the copper cash in their territory recom- 
mend that the annual subsidies due this 
year from the provinces of Chihli, Fukien, 
and Anhui for the payment and main- 
tenance of foreign-drilled troops in 
the said region be coined into the 
new dollar and subsidiary money struck 
by the Kuangtung and Hupeh mints. 
The principal commercial marts of Hei- 
lungchiang province are the sub-prefec- 
tural cities of Hulan and Suihua, and these 
cities generally supply the authorities of the 
provincial capital (Tsitsihar) with silver 
and copper money of the realm obtained 
from Customs duties, land taxes, etc. As. 
of late copper cash have been continuously 
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exported to Peking and other places with- 
out any cominginto the country a dearth has 
naturally been created, in consequence 
of which the prices of all sorts of com- 
modities have risen very considerably to 
the great distress of the troops and the 
common inhabitants of the region. Large 
shops and banks were therefore, com- 
pelled to issue paper notes to ease the 
money market and these tael and cash 
notes have come to be used as the prin- 
cipal legal tender of the country. Specu- 
lators have therefore seiz-d the oppor- 
tunity to make illegal gains for themselves, 
so thatone tael in silver can only be 
purchased or exchanged in the market at 
the rate of from 20 odd ‘‘strings” (tiao) 
to 30 ‘‘strings” of cash in paper notes. 
(Note.—One tiao or “string” of cash is 
equal in Manchuria to only 160 copper 
cash, and in Tientsin to 500 copper cash, 
whereas south of the Yellow River the 
tiao or ‘‘string”’ follows the old custom, 
being equal to 1,000 cash.—Trans.] As 
speculators and banks possessed the silver 
and copper money, there was no help for 
the middle classes and the «asses but to 
‘submit to the inevitable. But when the first 
named memorialist (En Tsé) came to office 
he compelled these banks, etc., to lower 
their market rates for the silver tael 
and call in their tael notes, reissuing 
more moderate ones instead. Of late, 
therefore, the price of the silver tael 
has been reduced to from 15 to 16 
“* strings” in copper cash notes in the 
market city of Suihua, and something less 
than that in Hulan: These prices, how- 
ever, are stil] much too high and memorial- 
ists see no way to reform the existing 
market. prices in their territory but by 
importing the new foreign-designed silver 
dollar and its subsidiary coinage. On a 
former occasion the Board of Revenue 
reported favourably upon the memorial of 
the Censor Ch‘eu Ch‘i-chang, recommend- 
ing that Imporial instructions be issued 
to the various Viceroys, Tartar Generals, 
and Governors of provinces, throughout the 
Empire, to follow the example of the Kuang- 
tung and Hupeh. authorities who have 
established at- Canton and Wuchang 
foreign machinery for striking the 
dollar and decimal coinage, and thereby 
relieve the congestion in the copper cash 
market which in process of time would 
become worse if this were not done. 
The said Board also recommended 
that if the high provincial authorities 
in certain portions of the Empire should 
find it too difficult to begin at once the 
new mints, they should be allowed to send 


silver to the Canton and Wuchang mints 
to coin for them the new dollar and sub- 
sidiary money and in this way make the use 
of this money universal, both on the score 
of convenience and of economy, etc. 
Memorialists would therefore pray to be 
allowed to follow this last alternative, 
and would ask for his Majesty’s decree 
to order the Ch‘anglu Salt Comptroller 
(Chilli and Northern Honan) to subsidise 
memorialist’s province Ts. 9,000 this year ; 
the Fukien Salt Commissioner, Tls. 30,000 ; 
the Comptroller of the Chihli Banner corps’ 
land rent bureau, Tls. 40,000; and Tis. 
30,000 from the Anhui land taxes, or a 
total of Tis. 109,000, being portion of the 
pay of the disciplined troops of this pro- 
vince for 1896, to send the said sum to 
Hupeh, on behalf of the province of Hei- 
lungchiang, where the silver sycee can be 
re-coined into dollars and decimal coinage. 
This done (presumably before the end of 
the year) it is suggested that the new coins 
be transported from Wuchang by steamer 
to Newchwang and from thence overland 
to Moukden and delivered to the Board of 
‘Revenue of that city. Memorialists will 
then despatch a deputy and tromps to con- 
voy the treasure to Tsitsihar for distribu- 
tion to the troops. In this way they hope 
to relieve the present congested state of 
the Heilungchiang copper cash market and 
benefit the troops and all classes of the 
inhabitants of the province. As for the 
various subsidies fur the disciplined troops 
and province defence previous to 1896 still 
unpaid by certain provinces, memorialists 
pray that his Majesty. will take this oppor- 
tunity to command the delinquent Viceroys 
and Governors to hasten their contributions 
in order that the Heilungchiang military 
chest may not suffer.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Revenue report thereon. 


3rd June. 
IMPERIAL DECUEES, 

(1) Kuei Nien, Supervising Censor, 
Keeper of Seals, and Police Censor of the 
Middle City, and his colleagues, have sent 
up to usa report stating that certain Palace 
eunuchs had got into a fray with gendarmes 
of the city during which weapons were 
freely used by the former resulting in the 
fatal injuring of one of the gendarmes 
and serious wounding of others belonging 
to the force who had come to euppress the 
disturbance caused by the said eunuchs. 
It appears that on the 30th of May last a 
body of eunuchs, armed with swords, went 
to the Ch'ingho Theatre, situated in the 
Great Barrier-gates’ ward, for the purpose 
of wreaking vengeance on certain persons. 
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As soon as the police officer of the ward, 
Yang Shao-chi, heard of this, he assembled 
as many of his gendarmes (fureign-disciplin- 
ed soldiers) ashe could at the time and 
proceeded to the theatre to arrest these 
disturbers of the peace. The eunuchs were, 
however, reckless and andacious enough to 
resist, arms in hand, the attempted arrest 
and during the fight which ensued a senior 
sergeant, named Chao Yiin-ch‘i, was cut 
-down and slain by the eunuchs. Such con- 
duct is outrageous and unlawful to the last 
degreeand should be most severely punished. 
We, therefore, command that the captured 
eunuchs Li Ch‘ang-tsai, Chang Shou-shan, 
Yen Pao-wei, Yuan Lien-yuen, and Ch‘en 
Ho-yii, and the commoner Pi Wén-lu, be 
forthwith handed to the Board of Punish- 
ments for trialand be punished according to 
the law of the land. Investigation. shall 
also be made as to the names of the rest of 
those with the said eunuchs who are 
still at large, and search instituted in 
order that no one be permitted to escape 
just punishment. As for the late sergeant 
who died in the execution of his duty, 
let the Board of War investigate his 
affairs and give his family the usual money 
grant directed by law in such cases. 
With reference to another memorial handed 
this morning to us praying that in view of 
the enormity and audacity of the crime, 
the guilty eunuchs shall be punished with 
double severity to that prescribed by law, 
in order to strike terror into the hearts 
of all Palace eunuchs (who have lately been 
conducting themselves in the city with 
utter recklessness and arrogance defying 
all and every one) and to warn others from 
following such pernicious example in tre 
future, let the special Jaw for eunuchs 
decreed by our predecessor K‘ang Hsi 
(16th century) be observed when giving 
judgment in the present case. The Board 
of Punishments is hereby commanded to 
report to us the sentences to be given upon 
each of the guilty eunuchs. 

(2) Another memorial by the same Cen- 
sor and his colleagues, complains that of 
late years the rowdies and desperadoes 
inside the city of Peking have been wont 
to declare war against each other and fight 
with arms and guns in hand. They also 
have again and again been guilty of cap- 
turing people and holding them for ran- 
som ; of attacking people for the sake of 
plunder or revenge or for the mere 
devilry of the thing ; and, finally, when the 
gendarmes or military patrol appear on the 
scene of their riotous conduct, these rowdies 
frequently oppose the latter, arms in hand, 
resulting often in bloodshed and murder. 


The said memorialists therefore pray that 
special laws be decreed, double in degree 
of severity to the ordinary laws, which 
shall be executed for the special benefit of 
these rowdies and loafers of the metropolis, 
etc. We hereby command the Board of 
Punishments to deliberate on the above 
and report to us the result of their delibera- 
tions. 
4th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) K‘un Kang (Manchu) is hereby pro- 
moted to the rank of Grand Secretary, 
vice Ngeh-lé-ho-pu resigned on account of 
senile complaints. 

(2) Jung Lu, Commander of the Peking 
Gendarmerie, etc., is hereby promoted to 
the post of President of the Board of War: 
with the rank of Assistant Grand Secretary. 

(3) The Grand Secretary Lin Shu is 
appointed acting Commander of the Peking 
Gendarmerie, vice Jung Lu, promoted as 
above. 


MURDER OF A USURER IN KIANGSU. 


Chao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiangsu, 
reports a case of homicide in the district of 
Tangshan, Hsiichou prefecture, where a 
nephew influenced by an outsider conspired 
to cause the murder of his uncle and cousin. 
Ma Tien-pang and his only son Ma Liang- 
tien were usurers of Tangshan, and at 
one time made a loan to a certain fellow- 
townsman, named Siin Chia-pin, with 
interest at 84 per cent per annum. In 
course of time the borrower succeeded in 
paying off what he thought was principal 
and interest, but owing to certain dates 
when interest fell due and the borrower 
being unable to pay on time, tho usurers 
thought themselves entitled to compound 
interest, This was naturally resisted by 
Siin Chia-pin who refused to pay the 
compound interest but liquidated the rest. 
In this way Siin who, before this, had 
nothing against the two Ma’s (father and 
son), entertained ill-feelings against the 
latter. About that time a certain Ma 
Liang-kuei, a nephew of Ma Tien-pang, 
happening to be in want of money. 
tried to obtain a loan on similar terms 
(84 per cent per annum) from his uncle, 
but owing to the nephew’s indigent 
circumstances the loan was refused. Ma 
Liang-kuei began from this point to hate 
his uncle and cousin. When Siin Chia-pin 
learned of this he began to sound Ma Liang: 
kuei and in time got him to think that no- 
thing but the blood of his relations could 
satisfy him. This was further enhanced by 
the tempter, Siin, offering to help him if he 
would consent to.divide-the spoils’ of his 
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uncle’s house with him. Just at this time, 
also, the conspirators learned that Ma 
Liang-tien’s wife was about to return to 
her father’s house for a few days, whereby 
only father and son would be the inmates 
of the house, where they lived outside 
the city walls of T‘angshan. As circum- 
stances seemed to favour the deed, Ma 
Liang-kuei and Siin Chia-pin agreed to 
commit the murder the very night Ma 
Liang-tien’s wife left for her father’s house. 
On the night in question Ma Liang-kuei, 
armed with a sword, and Siin, armed with 
a bludgeon, forced their way into their 
victims’ house and found them both fast 
asleep in their beds in a room, with a 
lighted lamp in it. Siin advanced to Ma 
Tien-pang’s (the father) bed and dealt a 
crushing blow onhis head with the bludgeon, 
causing instant death, while Ma Liang- 
kuei, sword in hand, stabbed his consin, 
ripping the latter from the chest down to 
the abdomen. Ma then ransacked the place 
and amongst others got hold of a box con- 
taining the promissory notes of the debtors 
of the usurers, Siin then suggested that 
the house be set on fire in order to cover 
as much as possible their foul deed. Ma 
at once assented and, Siin having first 
escaped, Ma set fire to the house, commenc- 
ing in the kitchen, and seeing that the 
flames were well in hand, pretended to 
give the alarm, rousing the neighbours to 
put the fire out. The latter rose en masse 
and succeeded in putting out the fire be- 
fore the dead bodies of father and son were 
charred beyond recognition. The wife of 
Ma Liang-tien and other relatives of the 
fainily coming up to the scene of the fire 
they found upon examination of the dead 
bodies that there were marks of violence on 
them, and that they had not died from the 
effect of the fire. Suspicion was at once 
aroused against Ma Liang-kuei which was 
confirmed upon discovery of the box con- 
taining the promissory notes, etc. The 
murderer then indicated his accomplice 
and instigator, and the two were taken to 
the district magistrate’s yamén. As this 
was a serious case of a junior murdering a 
senior, memorialist ordered the case to be 
brought up to Soochow and upon a personal 
trial the above facts of the case were corro- 
borated and confirmed. The law in such 
cases is death by the slow and shameful 
process (Lingchih) for Ma Liang-kuei, 
and decapitation of Siin Chia-pin, the 
accomplice. But as Siin had since died in 
prison at Tangshan his corpse will be 
beheaded at the next autumn criminal 
assizes.— Rescvipt: Let the Board of Punish- 
ments hasten to report thereon. 


6th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lin Shu, Grand Secretary, is appoint- 
ed Comptroller-General of the affairs of 
the Board of Revenue, and the new Grand 
Secretary K‘un Kang is appointed to a 
like post at the Board of Works. 

(2) Huai T'a-pu (Manchu) is appointed 
President of the Board of Rites; Kang 
Yi (Mancht:) is appointed to Huai T‘a-pu’s 
former post of President of the Board of 
Works ; P‘u Liang (Manchu) is transferred 
to be Junior Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue; and Mien Yi is appointed 
Senior Vice-President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, vice P'u Liang, promoted 
as above. 

7th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) P‘u Shan is appointed Lieutenant- 
General of the Mongolian Red Banner 
Organisation. 

(2) Kuei Ch‘un is appointed Grain In- 
tendant of Shantung. 

(3) Shamush, Mahommedan Prince of 
Hami (1st order), having subscribed a sum 
of money towards the fund for Recon- 
struction of the Imperial Armies, the 
Mongolian Superintendency memorialises. 
to the effect that a fitting recognition be 
made of his loyalty to the Throne. As 
we agree that sach commendable patriotism 
should not pass by unrecognised, we 
hereby graciously grant Prince Shamush 
the high distinction of being permitted 
to wear the Imperial Yellow Riding Jacket 
as a reward for his loyalty to us, and 
order that a Yellow Jacket be forwarded 
to the said Prince. 

(4) With reference to the memorial of 
Ch‘i Lan, Police Censor of the Western 
City, and his colleagues praying that 
rewards may be bestowed upon the volun- 
teers, gentry and notables of the said city 
for their energetic aid to the Peking 
Gendarmerie in capturing certain notorious 
bandits who had been infesting that part 
of Peking and vicinity, let the Boards of 
War and of Civil Appointments report 
thereon. 

(5) The Governor of the Imperial 
Prefecture of Shuntienfu having com- 
plained that the sacrificial oxen sent to 
his care from the Imperial Herds for the 
use of sacrificial worship in the Palace and 
Imperial temples in the city, have this 
year neither come up to the mark as regards 
condition and numbers, we, hereby, com- 
mand the Board of Rites and the Court of 
Sacrificial worship to report on the said 
memorial, at once, to us. 
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COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Mijesty will proceed, after trans- 
acting State affairs and granting audience to 
his Ministers, to the Palace of the Princess 
Ch‘'un (his mother) to enquire after Her 
Highness’s illness. 


8th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Let Chin-Ch‘ang, (Manchu), the expect- 
ant sub-prefect of the 4th class, who was 
recommended by E-ké6-t‘ang-A, Military 
Governor and Tartar-General of Féngtien, 
as a man of considerable ability and sterling 
character, be ordered to reportat th- Board 
of Civil Appointments, the Presidents of 
which are commanded to introduc» the said 
Ch'in Ch‘ang m audience to us at an early 
date. 

A PLEA FOR FILIAL PIETY. 


E k‘6-t‘ang-a, Military Governor of 
Féngtien, and Féng Hsien, Civil Governor 
of Moukden, jointly report that they have 
received a petition from one Sung Ching, 
a Secretary of the Moukden Board of 
Works and decorated with the Peacock’s 
Feather, saying that he is the son of 
Chi Ch‘é-pu, Manchu . ex-Commandant 
of Newcliwang, who was cashiered and 
ordered to be banished to Chinese Tur. 
kestan to work on the military postroads 
there, on account of losing the city of New- 
chwang in February, 1895, to the enemy, 
in the late war with Japan. In May of 
that year the petitioner's father while on 
his way to his place of banishment came 
across the army of the first named memo- 
rialist then Commander-in-chief of the 
Tartar forces in Manchuria and covering 
the approaches to Moukden. The first 
named memorialist sought to give the 
petitioner’s father a chance of redeeming 
his fost reputation and therefore tew- 
porarily appointed him to a_ post of 
special hardship and danger. In this way, 
exposed to the winds and rains of a 
variable climate, Ch‘i Ch‘é-pu at the age 
of three score and ten did his utmost 
to earn the favourable recognition of 
the first memorialist by special energy, 
bravery and watchfulness in the front 
ranks opposed to the enemy. While thus 
engaged Ch‘i Ch‘é-pu contracted a severe 
rheumatism in his upper and lower limbs, 
sometimes amounting even to pxralysis, 
to which his advanced age made him pecu- 
liarly susceptible. Furthermore, in the 
insurrection of the Sectaries of Chaoyang 
(near Manchurian Kinchou), two years 
before, the petitioner’s father fighting in 
the front ranks of his regiment was 


severely wounded in the arm and leg in 
two battles with the insurgents. These 
old wounds were again affected by the. 
hardships experienced by him, and his ill 
health, last year, so that together with 
his great age Ch‘i Ch‘é-pu was even- 
tually reduced to a very precarious 
state of health, necessitating mannal 
aid whenever required to move about, - 
Under these conditions the petitioner 
prays to be allowed, in accordance with a 
law in the 3rd year of the reign of Tung 
Chih (1865-6), to pay a commensurate fine 
in aid of the military exchequer of Féng- 
tien to redeem his parent from completing 
his sentence of exile in Chinese ‘Turkestan. 
By the sale of his personal and landed pro- 
perty the petitioner has succeeded in rais- 
ing Tls. 4,000 which he begs to hand over 
to the Moukden Board of Revenue for 
the object in view. If, further states the 
petitioner, his Majesty still persists in 
Ch‘i Ch‘é-pu completing his sentence, then 
he (the petitioner) prays to be allowed to 
follow the example of certain ancients 
placed in similar circumstances and go 
into exile and work as a convict on the 
post-roads in Turkestan as a substitute for 
his parent, the latter being wholly in- 
capacitated by great ave and his infirmities 
to undertake the hardship of the long 
journey and the convict’s work which 
will be required of him. In conclusion 
memorialists would reverently pray his. 
Majesty to consider first, that the 
petitioner’s father, Ch‘i Ché-pu, had, 
during the Chaoyang insurrection, been 
severely wounded fighting for the Imperial 
dynasty ; second the filial piety of the son 
Sung Ch‘ing, who asks to go asa substitute 
for his father as an exiled convict; and, last, 
the memorialists have made an exnmination, 
through trustworthy deputies, of the actual 
condition of the said Ch‘i Ch‘é-pu and have 
found that his age and infirmities are bond 
jide and have not at all been exaggerated. 
The memorialists therefore confidently be- 
lieve that his Majesty taking the above 
facts into consideration will doubtless ex- 
ercise his Imperial prerogative of mercy 
and permit Sung Ch'ing to buy off his 
farther’s sentence of exile by the payment 
of the above noted fine.—Rescript: Let the 
Board concerned report thereon. 
9th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Wu Shu-mei is transferred to the post of 
Senior Director of the Supervisurate of 
Instruction of the Heir Apparent, and Yiin 
Yii-ting is appointed Junior Director of the 
same Institution. 
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10th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Fu Jun, Governor of Auhui, reports 
that Mu Ch‘i-tsé, Jate sub-prefect of Wu- 
weichou, Anhui, who recently died, was 
much beloved by the people under him 
for his strict justice and impartiality to- 
wards all that came before him, and 
his universal kindness and henevolence 
to all such as required his charity. 
Furthermore, when head magistrate of the 
said prefecture in the early part of the 
sixties, when the Taiping rebels over-ran 
the province, the bravery, patrivtisra and 
enthusiasm instilled into the breasts of the 
citizens of Wuweichou by the said Mu 
Chii-tsé saved the place from the ravages 
of the rebels at a time when nearly the 
whole province was in the latter’s hands. 
Such a good official deserves to have his 
name recorded in the dynastic history and 
Fu Jun praysfor our consent inthis matter; 
his wish is granted and may the r-cord of 
the mayistrate’s good dee ls be an incentive 
to others to follow his example. 

(2) By a farmer d cree wa granted the 
request of the same Governor to allow 
the prymen* of public movey for expenses 
whenever there happened to be literary 
exaiinatious in the various districts, sub- 
prefectures, and prefectures of the province 
of Anhui, instead of permitting examining 
officials to collect fees, etc., on their own 
responsibility, to the detriment of the iuter- 
ests of poor aud worthy scholars, The said 
Governor now denounces ove Fan Pao-lien, 
prefect of Luchoufu, who dared to dis- 
obey the new law and insisted upon 
demanding fees for himself during the ex- 
aminations held in his city = This is most 
reprehensible an! we hereby command 
that the said prefect be forthwith cashiered 
and dismissed the service as a warning to 
others. 


(3) Li Hsi-chih is appointed Taotai 
of the Téug Yu Intendancy of Anhui 
province. 


(4) Ch‘en Yi, «a sub-ch»ncellor of the 
Grand Secretariat with brevet rank of Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites, reports 
‘that his leave of absence has almost expired 
without his getting any better; he therefore 
prays to be allowed to resign his post, etc. 
His prayer is granted. 

(5) En Tsé, Military Governor of Heilung- 
chiang, complying with our edict authoris- 
ing our high provincial authorities and 
Court Ministers to recommend to our 
attention any person they thought truly 
capable, talented, and’ possessing the 


character of honesty and probity, now re- 
commends the following :—An Ch‘éng, an 
expectant Taotai of Szechuan; Lu Hiu- 
yuan, an expectant prefect of Fukien; 
Chin Fu-yin, department magistrate of 
Nanan, Yunnan province; and Liang Shuh, 
Colonel of the Manchu Blue Banner at 
Chinchou, Hupeh. With reference to the 
ab:ve let the Viceroys and Governors of 
the provinces where these officers are at 
present give them the necessary papers 
to enable them to come up to Peking for 
an audienc-. 


11th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli 
and Imperial Hizh Commissioner of the 
Peiyang Defences, begs leave to apply for 
certain expectant officials now employed in 
other provinces fr transference t» ‘lien- 
tsin for service in connection with the 
Peiyang Administration. He applies for 
the 4th Class unattached expectant Taotai 
Chang Yun-chi‘i; the 3rd Class unattached 
expectant prefect Ch‘en Shou-hsin; and 
Ch‘en Shih-fu, expectant district mugistrate 
of Yunnan province. ‘the above-named 
officers are hereby gra’ ted the privilege of 
holding their present ranks in Chihli 
to which province they are now assigned as 
expectant officials. As for Ké Ch‘i-péng, 
a former cashiered dist:ict magistrate of 
Szechuan, but now restored to h's former 
rank, authority is hereby granted the said 
Viceroy to send for him to serve in Tientsin 
and juin the ranks of expectant officials of 
Chihli. The Board of Civil Appointments 
is hereby, commanded to take note and 
make the necessary changes in the official 
records, 

(2) The above-named Board is also 
hereby commanded to report on the 
memorial of the Police Ceusor (Manchu 
department) Ju [6 and his colleagues 
of the Middie City, presenting a list of 
deserving petty officers and members of 
the gentry and notables of the said city 
who distinguished themselves lately in 
effecting the captu'e of certain uotorious 
brigands, who had been infesting the 
metropolis, and requesting that the claims 
of the said petty officers and gentry for 
rewards and promotion be favourably 
considered by the Throne. 


12th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 
(1) En Shun (Manchu) is hereby ap- 
pointed Censor of the Honan Censorial 
Cireu't of the Court of Censors. 
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(2) The Board of Rites is commanded 
-to report upon the memorial of the Vice- 
President Li Tuan-fén recommending the 
increase of public schools and colleges 
throughout the Empire, supported by funds 
from the Imperial exchequer in order that 
these institutions may offer every oppor- 
tunity to b-come the nursery of budding 
talent amongst the youth «f the country, 
which has not been allowed to expand 
through scarcity of such schools and 
colleges, ete. 

No papers of interest. 

13th June. 
No papers of interest. 
14th Jnne. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Grand Secretary Lin Shu (Man- 
chu) is hereby appointed Grand Secretary 
of the Waying Throne-hall (Second in 
rank amongst the Four Grand Secretary- 
ships ; the Senior or First,—the Wénhua 
Throne-hall—being held by the Prime 
Minister, Li Hung-chang.—T'ranslator). 
And the newly appointed Grand Secretary 
K‘un Kang (Mauchu) is hereby appointed 
Grand Secretary of the T4jén Throne-hall. 

Note.—The Fourth or Junior Grand 
Secreteryslip ; the Third being the Tung- 
k6 or Eastern /:iosk Throve-hall, now held 
by Chane Chih-wan, the cousin of the 
Viceroy Chang Chih-tung. The Four Grand 
Secretaryships, namely, of the Wéuhua, 
Wuying, Tungkd, and ‘Tijén Throne-halls 
are held by two Chinese and two Manchus 
who must, by law, b+ Hanlins in literary 
rank to qualify for these offices. The 
only exception to this general rule in 
the history of _China was in the case 
of the late Marquis Tso Tsung-tang, whose 
literary rank was only that of a chiijén 
or provincial graduate, but who for his 
eminent services in crushing the great 
Mahommedan Rebellion of the sixties and 
the conquest of Chinese Turkestan was 
by special edict presented with the degrees 
of Hanlin in order to qualify him for 
the Grand Secretaryship of the Wuying 
Throne-hall. A Grand Seeretaryship is 
the highest honour for a subject in the 
gift of the Throne, and is esteemed as the 
acme of ambition for aChinese, who if given 
the choice of being wade a hereditary noble 
or a Grand Secretary would in every c:se 
choose the latter, for the reason that the 
rank of Duke, Marquis, Earl, Viscount, or 
Baron, is given ouly to men who have 
succeeded in their military career, and un- 
fortunately for China, because the military 
profession is despised, while literary de- 
grees are exalted. Furthermore, a Grand 


Secretaryship gives the holder great power 
in the manipulation of the reins of govern- 
ment, whereas the noble pure and simple 
has only a pension or allowance, and is 
generally a hanger-on of the Court. When 
the present reigning dynasty entered into 
power the Senior or Wéuhua Throne-hall 
Grand Secretaryship was open only to 
Manchus or memiers of the conquering 
race. But the ageregate services to the 
dynasty rendered by Li Hung-chang were 
too important to be lightly passed by, 
and having exhausted all the higher 
honours upon him, the Empress Dowager 
Regent, in thankful remembrance of his 
loyal support of her and her choice, 
the present Emperor Kuang Hsii (then 
an infant of four), at the death of Tung 
Chih, in spite of certain opposition amongst 
the Manchus broke the usual rule and 
made Li Hung-chang, the saviour of their 
lives, the Senior Grand Secretary of the 
Empire. Apropos of having exhausted all 
the highest lonours attainable for a 
Commoner and a Chinese, upon the grant- 
ing of the Empress Dowager’s Birthday 
Honours on Chinese New Year’s Day in 
1894, Li Hung-chang’s gift was the three- 
eyed Peacock’s Feather—a decora'ion 
given only to Princes and Imperial Dukes. 
—Translator. 

(2) We are deeply grieved to learn of 
the death of Keng Ying-pu (Manchu). late 
Lieutenant General of the Bordered 
White (Imperial Clan) Manchu Banner. 
In the reign of the Jate Emperor 
Tung Chih, the, deceased officer left his 
post of Palace Guardsman and joined 
the Tartar army mobilised to fight the 
Nienfei Rebels and protect Pekiny from 
their ravages. He saw plenty of service 
in the campaigns in Chihli and Shansi 
provinces, and at the end of the rebellion 
was made a Bodyguard of the Eniperor ; 
an officer of Imperial Guards ; General of 
Division «f the Imperial Guards, and 
Lieutenant-General of a Manchu Banner 
Corps, in holding which last post he died. 
We regret the loss of this faithful servant 
and in recognition of his loyal services 
command that he be acco:ded the funeral 
r-tes decreed for an officer of his rank, that 
all black marks against his name be struck 
out from the records, and that the Board of 
Rites report to us the amount of govern- 
inent grant which should be given to the 
deceased officer’s fanny. 

(3) The 21st instant being the occasion 
of the Summer Solstice as announced by 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship, spec al 
and extraordinary ceremonial worship is to 
be performed at the Temple of the Earth. 
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We hereby appoint the Prince of Chuang, 
1st Order, to examine the sacrificial oxen 
to be slain at the altars of the Temple on 
that day, and the Prince of Tuan, 2nd 
Order, is to preside over the sacrifice. 


15th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Kuo Lé-ming is transferred to the 
Commandership of the Yellow Banner of 
the Imperial Guards, and P‘éng Shou is 
appointed to a similar post in the Blue 
Banner of the same corps. 

(2) Sé Ling-ngeh is appointed Director 
of the Imperial Cortege Department. 

(3) Chin Ch‘ang is transferred to the 
Lieutenant-Generalship of the Bordered 
White Manchu Banner Corps vice Kéng 
Ying-pu, deceased, and P‘u Lun is appoint- 
ed to be Lieutenant-General of the Mongo- 
lian Bordered Yellow Banner Corps vice 
Chin Ch‘ang promoted as above. 

(4) Yung Lung is transferred to the 
Lieutenant-Generalship of the Bordered 
Blue Manchu Banner Corps and Prince 
Tsai Ying, 4th Order, is appointed L’eu- 
tenant-General of the Bordered Yellow 
Hanchun (Chinese) Banner Corps. 

(5) With reference to the memorial of 
T ao Mu, acting Viceroy of the Shen-Kan 
provinces, requesting that certain newly 
raised regiments in Kansu be recorded in 
the Board of War, etc.. we must remind 
the said memorialist that in every pro- 
vince when it happens that new regi- 
ments are raised, attention should be first 
given to the question of ways and means 
to provide for the pay of the new troops, 
and hence care should be observed to 
report these matters to the Throne for 
approval. Now the new regiments men- 
tioned in T‘ao Mu’s memorial were raised 
last year by the ex-Vicoroy Yang Ch‘ang- 
chun, at the time when he required 
reinforcements to fight the Mahommedan 
rebels. The said ex-Viceroy, however, 
neglected to report the raising of the 
new troops to the Throne, thereby show- 
ing culpable negligence in his duties. 
Yang Ch‘ang-chun is, therefore, ordered to 
be handed to the Board of Civil Appuint- 
ments for the determination of an adequate 
penalty for his misdemeanour, and we 
further command T‘ao Mu to use diligence 
in weeding out the new regiments with the 
object of economising the military expen- 
diture of the province over which he now 
presides. 

16th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Prince Tsai Lien, 4th Order, is ap- 

pointed to examine the literary proficiency 


of Manchu, Mongo!, and Hanchun can- 
didates for the lic-ntiate degree, and Yii 
Té, President (Minchu) of the Court of 
Censors, is appointed t» examine tre said 
candidates in archery on horseback and on 
foot. 

(2) En Lun is appointed Chief Proctor 
of the above-named examinations. 

(3) The Boards of Civil Appointments. 
and of War are commanded to report on 
the revised list presented by Ta Ch‘un, 
Police Censor of the Northern City, and 
his colleagues, of deserving officials and’ 
the notables and gentry of the said city 
who were the means of lately capturing a 
number of notorious brigands who had 
been infesting the metropolis. 

(4) Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan. 
denounces the Director of Studies and the 
civil and military officers of the depart- 
ment magistracy of Chéngchou in the above 
province. It appears that three months 
ago the temple of Confucius in the said 
city was set fire to through culpable cire- 
lessness of those in charge, who are under 
the said Director of Studies. Nor can the 
local. civil and military otticials of Chéng- 
chou be held blameless since they were 
unable to put out the conflagration, which 
therefore resulted in the total destruction 
of the said temple. We therefore com- 
mand that Chu Yen-chao, Director of Stu- 
dies, and Wang Ho-shan, Assistant Director 
of Studies of Chengchou, Shao Ch‘eng-yii, 
Department magistrate of Chéngchou and 
Ch‘ang Chao-k ‘uei, lieutenant in command 
of the local garrison, be all handed to the 
Boards for the determination of adequate 
penalties as a warning to all. 


17th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a large number of civil 
officials to the metropolitan and provincial 
administrations. 

(2) With reference to the sacrificial wor- 
ship to be observed on the Summer Solstice 
on the 21st instant, in the ‘Vemple of the 
Earth we hereby appoint Shih To, Prince 
of Li, lst Order, to worship in the said 
temple in our stead on that day. 

(3) En P‘u, Inspecting Censor of the 
affairs of the Vanguard Division of the 
Imperial Guards, denounces one Yung 
Jui, the Receiver of the pay of the above 
named Division, and Sung Lien, Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the said Division, for having 
used false balances in weighing out the 
silver paid to the guardsmen as monthly 
wages, etc., We hereby command the 
General commanding the said Division 
to investigate the above charges and 
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report truthfully to us on the matter. 
With reference to another memorial by 
the same Censor denouncing the Wing 
officers of the various Banner Corps of the 
crime of deducting the wages and rations 
of the troops in order to benefit their own 
pockets, we hereby command the high 
Ministers in charge of the military exche- 
quer, the Captain-Generals of the Eight Ban- 
net Corps and theGenerals commanding the 
Right and Left Wings of each Banner, to 
exercise great diligence in watching over 
the distribution of money to the troops on 
the pay-day of each month, and if they 
should again discover such unlawful dis- 
honesty in the conduct of the paymasters 
of their respective Banner corps to de- 
nounce in the severest terms the cuilty 
officers for punishment. Let the Boards 
concerned make a uote of this. 

(4) En Pv, General Commanding the 
Blue Banner of the Imperial Guards, de- 
nouncee the culpable ueyvlig-nce of Fu 
Chrien, Secretary and Receiver in the said 


corps, for making a wrong appropriation of © 


a certain sum of money, amounting to 
Tls. 211, owing to which the suspicions of 
the troops belonging to the said Banner 
were aroused and the man has been accused 
of defrauding the soldiers of their pay, ete. 
This is indeed culpable negligence and we 
hereby order the said Fu Chtien to be 
dismissed from his post as a warning to 
others. 

(5) T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Two 
Kuangs reports the results of his enquiry 
as to the lineal descendants of the late 
Admiral of Kuangtung, Cheng Shao-chung, 
and asks that the Imperial bounty be 
awarded them in consideration of the loyal 
services of their late progenitor, etc. We 
hereby bestow upon Cheng Wén-hui, the 
eldest sou of the said deceased Admiral, 
the rank of an Under-Secretary of one of 
the Peking Boards, and he is further com- 
manded to present himself for an audionce 
assoon as the period of mourning shall 
have expired. As for the eldest grand- 
son of the late Admiral, or son of the 
above named Cheng Wén-hui, who is 
named Cheng Ying-t‘ao, but is still of 
tender age, after he shall have attained his 
majority he shall be granted the privilege 
of presenting himself for an audience 
to ask for official rank, as a token of our 
desire to reward all the immediate heirs of 
our loyal and faithful officers. 


18th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Li _Chao-hui is transferred to the 
post of Recorder, and Ch‘en Ping-ho is 


appointed to be Reader, of the Hanlin 
Academy. 

(2) The Board of Civil. Appointments is 
commanded to deliberate upon the memo- 
rial of the Censor Hsi Lin recommending 
a certain limit of time for requiring de- 
partment and district magistrates, either 
by purchase or examination, to present 
themselves at the above Board for assign- 
ment of provinces. 

(3) The same Censor recommends that 
the lineal heirs of officers who died in 
fighting the battles of their Sovereign and 
the heirs of high officers of the 1st and 
2nd ranks be all of them granted pro- 
vinces where they may go as expectant 
officials and serve the country, instead of 
as now lying in idleness at Peking or their 
homes, etc. The Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments is commanded to deliberate and 
report to us concerning the above question. 

(4) Chi Ch‘eng(Manchu), Senior Director 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir Apparent, denounces the malprac- 
tices obtaining in the provinces amongst 
assistant examiners at the provincial liter- 
ary examinations who frequently smuggle 
special friends or adherents inside the 
Examination Hall to assist in looking over 
the examination papers of competitors, 
and thus open the way to indiscriminate 
bribery, etc. We understand the serious- 
ness of this charge and recognise the 
importance of keeping the Examination 
Halls pure and free from corrupt practices. 
We therefore command the Viceroys and 
Governors throughout the Empire to exer- 
cise proper care in selecting men of purity 
of character and of high literary learning 
to such important posts as assistant ex- 
aminers to the Literary Chancellor of 
each province, and liberty is now given 
for the said Viceroys and Governors to 
denounce in vigorous terms and free from 
partiality the delinquent assistant ex- 
aminers who shall hereafter be guilty of 
the malpractices complained of above. 


19th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

THE DEATH OF THE EMPEROR'S MOTHER. 

(1) We have reverentially received the- 
following special. edict of H. I. M. 
the Empress-Dowager Tze-hsi yu-k ‘ang-yi- 
chao-yii-chuang- ch‘eng-shou-kung-ching - 
hsien-ch‘ung-hsi:—‘‘ On a former occasion, 
upon the death of His Imperial Highness 
Prince Ch‘un, it was decided, when 
deliberating upon the funeral ceremonies 
to be observed, to obey the sacred dictates 
of our ancestors and acknowledge Your 
Majesty's father in the said Prince. Hence 


we bestowed upon the deceased Priuce the 
appellation of ‘‘ Father of the Emperor.” 
Now, upon the death of H.I.H. Princess 
Ch‘un, Lady «f the Yeh-hé-na-la clan, it 
is but right that a similar distinction should 
be given Her Highness, and [J call upon 
Your Majesty to bestow upon the late 
Princess the appellation of ‘‘The Emperor’s 
Mother.” Your Majesty is also requested 
to command the Board of Rites to deliberate 
upon the ceremonies necessary to be 
observed in this connection and seport the 
same to the Throne fur approval.” 

(2) We further reverentially promul- 
gate another edict of H.I.M. the Empress- 
Dowager, Tze-hsi, etc., etc., to the following 
effect :—‘' H.I.H. the late Princess Ch‘un, 
a Lady of the Yelh-hé-na-la Clan and Mother 
of the Emperor, was by nature a lady of 
mild, earnest, harmonious and _ chaste 
character, and belove’ and respected by 
all her relatives and family connections. 
She was a decided help to H.I.H. the 
late Prince Ch‘un, Father of the Emperor, 
in her administration of the domestic 
economy of his Palace Household, doing 
everything in accordance with the rules of 
propriety. And she always maintained 
while in life a close and intimate relation 
with the inmates of the Inner Palace and 
myself. The extraordinary distinction 
and brilliant treatment accorded to the 
late Princess in the Palaces was invariably 
received by her in a modest and un- 
affected manner, and instead of showing 
elation Her Imperial Highness iuvariably 
tried to be more careful in her bearing 
and conduct. Of late, however, H.I.H.’s 
liver complaint had increased, in conse- 
quence of which she lost sleep and ap- 
petite. I, accompanied by H.I.M. the 
Emperor, paid frequent visits to the 
Palace of the Jate Princess to enquire 
after her health and comfort her in her 
illness, and, ioreover, expended every 
effort in trying to fight her complaints with 
the best of medicines, but unfortunate- 
ly without success, and I ain extremely 
grieved to have to record the fact that 
the Emperor’s,Mother died at about e‘ght 
o'clock on the morning of the 18th of the 
present month (June). I therefore desire 
that a To-lo Prayer Coverlet (used to 
enshroud the corpse) be taken to-day by 
Your Majesty to be personally presented 
at the Palace of Your Majesty's late 
Mother where Your Majesty is to assume 
the proper mourning aud observe the 
necessary ceremonies required by law. 
Your Majesty will appoint K‘un Kang, 
Grand Secretary and Comptroller-General 
of the Affairs of the Board of Works; 
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Huai T‘a-pu, President of the Board of 


Rites and a Comptroller-General of the 
Imperial Household Department; Wén 
Lin, a Comptroller-General of the Imperial 
Household Department and Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments ; 
and Ying Nien, Junior Vice-President of 
the Board of Works (all Imperial Clans- 
men—Trans.), to take charge of the general 
direction of the funeral ceremonies that 
shou'd be observed in this connection. 
{In this way I hope todo what I can for 
the sake of the clanship which connected 
her late Highness to us.” 

(8) Ts‘ui Tting-kuei, Brigadier-General 
of the Nanyang military circuit, of Honan 
province, is hereby commanded to resign 
his post and come to Peking, when the 
Board of War shall present the said 
Brigadier-General for an audience. 


20th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kuo Kuang-t‘ai is this day appointed 
to the Brigadier-Generalship of the Nan- 
yang military circuit of Henan province 
vice Ts‘ui T'‘ing-kuei ordered to Peking for 
an audience. 

THE EMPEROR'S MOURNING 


We have reverentially received the edict 
of H.I.M. the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi, 
etc., etc., announcing to us that the Board 
of Rites has memorialised upon the subject 
of the mourning to be observed by us in con- 
nection with the recent death of our mother, 
and H.I.M.’s commands are as follows:— 
‘‘The Emperor shall wear mourning for one 
year and shall assume deep mourning 
(i.e., plain white garments of coarse cotton 
cloth—Translutor) for the period of eleven 
days immediately following her late High- 
ness’s death, and wear final mourning 
for eleven days (i.e., plain black or grey 
cotton cloth—Translator). During the 
period of one year’s mourning (with the 
exception of the above, the mourning ap- 
parel may consist of any kind or colour 
of fine cotton cloth garments—blue, black. 
white, or grey with their various shades— 


’ scarlet, red, crimson and brown colours and 


silk stuffs being debarred—Tvanslator) 
leaving aside the Court ceremonies which 
require the Emperor's presence such as 
paying visits of obeisance to the Empress- 
Dowager, sacrificial worship on extraor- 
dinary occasions: at the temples, transact- 
ing State affairs in the Palace and graniing 
Imperial audiences, when the Emperor 
shall wear the usual Court dress, his 
Majesty shall usually occupy the ‘“‘ pri- 
vate” (t.e.. where full Court ceremonies 
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and dresses are excused) apartments of 
the Palace and shall wear on these occa- 
sions plain light mourning (really ‘un- 
adorned’ garments). When it happens 
that an extraordinary function is to be 
performed at sacrificial worship in the 
Imperial temples the Emperor shall pro- 
ceed to them and worship in person, but on 
all occasions of ordinary sacrificial worship 
his Majesty shall be permitted to name 
substitutes to go in his stead. On the 
first day of the New Year his Majesty 
shall wear the full ceremonial costumes 
required by Court etiquette, when he goes 
to worship at the Imperial Ancestral 
Tablets and in like manner when he goes 
on that day to the Tzening Palace to pay 
obeisance to me; but in going through his 
obeisances there shall be no music as in 
ordinary years. When the Emperor goes 
to the Taiho Throne-hall, or. Audience 
Room, to receive the New Year obeisances 
ofthe Court, Ministers, Princes, and nobles, 
he shall also wear full Court ceremonial 
garments but he shall not be required to 
have read to him the usual congratulatory 
memorials, while although the Palace 
musicians shall be required to be present 
they shall not perform on this occasion. 
When the Mongol Princes, Dukes, and 
nobles come to Peking to pay their cus- 
tomary loyal obeisance on New Year's 
day the Emperor shall give them the usual 
entertainmeuts, but the banquets usually 
given to the members of the lmperial Clan 
and high ministers of the Court shall be 
omitted next year. In the funeral orations 
addressed to the late Princess they shall 
all bear the name of the Emperor as Chief 
Mourner. The Board of Rites is com- 
manded to take careful note of the above 
edict of the Empress-Dowager. 

(3) Chieh Ho, Tartar General of Hang- 
chow, capital of Chékiang province, reports 
that although the leave of absence gra- 
ciously granted to him to look after his 
bodily complaints is about to expire, they 
have not been healed, and he, therefore, 
humbly prays us to permit him to resign 
his post and allow him to return to his 
Banner Reservation to convalesce, ete. 
Chieh Ho’s prayer is hereby granted and 
he is permitted to return to Peking. 


21st June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, 
etc., denounces in severe terms one Liang 
Ming-yu, a First Captain of the territorial 
forces for making no efforts to pursue or 
capture robbers who plundered people 
within his jurisdiction. The said First 


Captain is further accused of arresting 
innocent persons and wrongfully demand- 
ing bribes from the illegally accused to free 
themselves from his persecutions. <A 
Second Captain, Ch‘en Kuei-sui, is also 
denounced for not keeping his men 
under control and for having taken every 
opportunity which offered to arrest num- 
bers of innocent people for the sake of 
extorting money by torture from them 
and to save themselves from false accusa- 
tions of being robbers, receivers of stolen 
property, housing brigands, ete. Let both 
Liang Ming-yu and Ch‘en Kuei-sui be 
instantly cashiered and dismissed the 
service, nor shall they be permitted to hang 
about the camps for the purpose of seizing 
an opportunity to redeem their crimes. 


FUNERAL CEREMONIES OF THE LATE 
PRINCESS CH‘UN. 


(2) We have reverently received an 
edict from H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager 
Tze-hsi, ete., etc., to the effect that the 
Grand Secretary K‘un Kang and his 
colleagues in charge of the funeral cere- 
monies of our late Mother, have memo- 
rialised the dates and ceremonies to be 
observed by us on the occasion of the ‘First 
Funeral Worship,” the ‘‘Great Funeral 
Worship” and the ‘‘ Removal of the Sacred 
Remains” of our late Mother to the mauso- 
leum prepared for her. The First Funeral 
Worship shall take place on the 30th of this 
month ; the Great Funeral Worship shall be 
on the 9th of July next, and the Removal 
of the Sgcred Remains shall take place 
on the 18th of July. At all of the three 
functions the Emperor shall proceed to 
the late Princess’s Palace in person to 
pay obeisance to the remains and shall 
wear a long black sacrificial robe, while 
the tassels on his official hat shall be 
tuken off on these occasions. On the day 
before the removal to the mausoleum 
the Emperor shall go personally to the 
coffin to make obeisance, and as at the Great 
Funeral Worship shall havea funeral oration 
read and then burnt before the ‘‘ Golden ” 
coffin. On the day of the removal the 
Emperor shall go and reverently. see 
the remains start from her late Highness’s 
Palace and he shall then proceed to the 
Yihung Bridge to see the Funeral Cortége 
pass by, bound for the mausoleum. His 
Majesty will then return to the Palace by 
way of the West gate of Peking. On 
the 20th proximo the Emperor shall 
proceed in person to the mausoleum and 
having poured out the funeral libations 
before the ‘‘Golden” coffin of his late 
Mother, perform the ceremonial worship 


required of him and settled by the Board 
of Rites. Let the said Board take careful 
note. 

(3) Chang Chih-wan, Grand Secretary of 
the Tungké Throne-hall and Comptroller 
General of the Affairs of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, reports that the two months’ 
leave of absence from his duties to con- 
valesce is about to expire without any im- 
provement in his maladies. To prevent 
neglect of duty the said Grand Secretary 
therefore prays to be permitted to resign 
his various posts and allowed to retire to 
his home to recruit his health, etc. As 
we do not wish to lose the services of a 
faithful servant we hereby grant him fur- 
ther leave of two months, there being no 
necessity for his resigning his posts. 


22nd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chi Lu is appointed Tartar-General 
of Hangchow, vice Chieh Ho, resigned. 

(2) We have reverently received an edict 
from H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager, Tze- 
hsi, ete., etc., to the effect that on the 
occasion of our 26th birthday anniversary 
which falls on the 28th day of the 6th moon 
(7th August, 1896) the usual congratulatory 
ceremonies shall be observed at the Palace, 
but although the Court musicians shall 
attend the functions they shall not perform 
as on ordinary occasions. Theatricals and 
the usual fétes, furthermore, are also to be 
prohibited on the above occasion. 

No other papers of interest. 


23rd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) P‘u Yii is appointed Deputy Assis- 
tant Military Governor of Moukden, Féng- 
tien province. 

(2) Pa-k‘é-tan-pu reports that although 
the leave of absence granted him to attend 
to his maladies is about to expire he still 
finds himself too ill to attend to his duties, 
and therefore prays that permission may 
be granted him to resign his post, etc., 
Pa-k‘é-tan-pu is hereby permitted to re- 
sign his post of Senior Vice-President of 
the Board of War, in order to convalesce. 


24th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The other day we received a memo- 
rial from the Censor Hsi Lin, denouncing 
the expectant Taotai Fu Yun-lung, Chief 
Director of the Eastern Arsenal at 
Tientsin, on the charge of conducting 
himself in an unseemly manner, etc. 
We therefore commanded the Assistant 
Grand Secretary Jung Lu, President 


(Jone 21—26. 


(Manchu) of the Board of War, to in- 
vestigate into the said charges when 
he went to Tientsin and rep»rt truth- 
fully to us. We are now in receipt of Jung 
Lu’s report in which he states that he 
found the various denunciations either 
proved or originating from trifling causes. 
He further states that the accused Director 
seemed ignorant of the necessity cf con- 
ducting himself in such a way as to avoid 
the suspicious and unfavourable comments 
of others considering the importance of 
the post he held, since he permitted his 
two sons, Fu Fan-keng and Fa Fan- 
ming, to make use of the schools inside 
the arsenal walls to study [at cost of 
government] and he employed a relative, 
named Ch‘iu Hsi-tsao, to have charge of 
the arsenal finances and accounts. The 
accused Director was also found culpably 
influenced by the speciousness and implor- 
ing manner of his deputy (wweiyuan), Chang 
Wei, to fine or deduct the pay or rations of 
the artisans aud workmen belonging to the 
arsenal. In this way, whenever pay-day 
arrived, the said Chang Wei was sure to be 
present to give his advice as to who should 
be fined or who should have his pay or 
rations deducted, so that both Director and 
deputy became the objects of hatred to 
all inthearsenal, proving,thereby, that these 
officials have been guilty of maladministra- 
tion, etc. In punishment thereof we hereby 
command that the said expectant Taotat 
Fu Yun-lung and his deputy Chang Wei, 
an expectant sub-prefect of Chihli, be both 
handed to the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments for the determination of adequate 
penalties. The said Board is also com- 
manded to take note of this decree and the 
other recommendations of the above-named 
memorialist, 
25th June. 
IMPERIAL DEOREE. 

(1) Jung Hui (Manchu) is transferred to 
the post of Senior Vice-Prosident of the 
Board of War vice Pa-ké-tan-pu, resigned 
on account of ill health, and Wén Liu 
(Manchu) is appointed Junior Vice- 
President of the same Board vice Jung 
Hui promoted as above. 

(2) Shih Ta, Prince of Li, Ist Order, is. 
appointed a member of the Board of Comp- 
trollers-Geueral of the Imperial Household 
Department. 

No papers of interest. 
26th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
Pao Nien, the Tartar General of Kuang- 
chou (Canton), denouncing the conduct of 
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certain Bannermen under him whereby 
they collected a large crowd with intent to 
create a riot. The memorialist therefore 
prays that the commanders and officers of 
the said Bannermen be handed to the 
Boards for determination of adequate pen- 
alties and further asks that he himself be 
also penalised for inability to provide against 
such disturbances, etc. It appears that 
in May last a certain unattached member 
of the Canton Blue Banner Corps called 
Chung Ja-fa was arrested, red-handed, 
while robbing a person in the streets of 
the said city, by certain military police- 
men under the command of an expectant 
district magistrate named Li Chia-cho. 
According to the usual custom the Banner- 
man was handed over to his own Colonel 
by the Chinese (in contradistinction to the 
Manchu) authorities, with the request that 
the culprit should be punished according to 
law and as a warning to the other Banner- 
men. Furthermore, T‘an Chung-lin, the 
Viceroy of the Two Kuang, also wrote a 
despatch to the Banner authorities request- 
ing that the prisoner’s standing asa Banner- 
man be first cancelled in order to render 
him amenable to the common laws. When 
this becaine known there suddenly 
appeared a large body of Hanchun 
(Chinese) Bannermen, old and young, 
—to which corps the culprit belonged— 
before the memorialist’s yamén, beg- 
ging on bended knees that Chung Ja-fa 
be excused from the disgrace of cancelling 
his standing as a Banuerman. Shortly 
afterwards the said culprit fell sick and 
died before anything was settled upon. 
In consequence of this a numerous and 
strong body of Hanchun Bannermen gather- 
ed to attack the house of the Commander 
of the military police, ‘tas the author of 
the death of the culprit,” and in the riot 
the son of the said official, Li Shih-p‘in by 
name, was severaly beaten xnd maltreated, 
etc. Truly a decidedly premeditated con- 
tempt of tho laws! We must therefore 
command Pao Nien to arrest at once 
the ringleaders concerned in the above 
riot, and he must punish them all to 
the utmost extent of the laws. The 
Colonel of the riotous Bannermen, Liu 
Shao-chi, and the Lieutenant Colonel 
P‘an Kuang-tsé, for being unable to quell 
the disturbance on the spot, their Major 
T‘an Hung-ch‘un, and their Captain T‘an 
Hung-hsun, for not having been able 
to check their men from gathering 
together in the first instance, are all 
culpably negligent and reprehensible for 
inability in keeping proper restraint over 
the said Hauchun Blue Banner. They are 


therefore handed over to the Boards to be 
dealt with. As for Pao Nien, the Tartar 
General, Hsing Ch‘un, Assistant Military 
Governor, and E K‘é-tan, Brigade General, 
all of Canton, their conduct in this affair 
must be investigated by the Board con- 
cerned and reported to us. 


(2) Hsiang Nien is appointed Director 
of the Military Archives Court. 

(3) Ch‘ang Chun, Tartar-General and 
Military Governor of Kirin, requests that 
Jecognition be made of the past services of 
Hsi Ch‘ang the late Imperial High Com- 
missioner of K‘urun (Kulun), Mongolia. 
The said Hsi Ch‘ang served with distinc- 
tion for many years, fighting in the various 
provinces against the Taiping and 
Nienfei rebels, and eventually became 
Joint Imperial Commissioner of the 
defences of Kirin and Hunch‘un. Through 
his labours the territory became peaceful 
and harmony reigned in the land. In con- 
sequence of this his name was beloved by 
the people of Kirin and to this day his 
benignant reign is not forgotten by them. 
As an extra mark of our approval of the 
loyal services of the deceased Hsi Ch‘ang 
we hereby command that a special memo- 
rial temple be built in his native town in 
honour of him, and that his civil and 
military services be recorded in the 
dynastic histories. The Boards concerned 
are to take special note of this. 


(4) The same Tartar-General denounces 
one Jui Ho, a cavalry Captain of the 
Sansing Banner garrison, for permitting an 
important criminal to escape while under 
his escort en route for Kirin, the capital of 
the province of that name. The said 
Captain is hereby handed over to be dealt 
with by the Board of War. The said 
Tartar-General is also commanded to issue 
instructions and despatches to the authori- 
ties of the whole empire to assist in 
recapturing the escaped criminal, Wang 
Yung-chou, so that the law may be vindi- 
cated. 


() We have reeeived another memorial 
from the Imperial Court Equipage praying 
for a special decre» for the hastening the 
money due the said department from the 
rents of government land in Chihli province, 
owing to the urgent need of money for 
certain changes therein, etc. On the first 
occasion when the said department made the 
same request we gave permission to it to 
apply direct to the Viceroy of Chihli for this 
money. But several months have passed 
without any sign of money coming to 
Peking to the credit of the said department. 
This truly is most tardy on the part of the 


officials concerned. Now as the needs of the 
said department really admit of no delay, 
we must command the Viceroy of Chihli to 
instruct the Provincial Treasurer to take 
Tls. 20.000 from whatever fund is most 
convenient and make all haste to transmit 
the said amount to Peking within the 
current month. Let there be no delay 
whatever. The said Viceroy and his 
subordinates should make ita point to be 
prompt in transmitting the said rents as 
they fall due. We shall not allow, in the 
future, auy delay in this matter. 


27th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The other day the Supervising 
Censor Chin Yu denounced one Baing 
Erh, a native of Shantung, who was 
charged with absconding after murdering a 
relation of his and after taking possession 
of certain lands of the murdered tnan, etc., 
We ordered the Board of Punishments to 
investigate the matter and report truthful- 
ly to us. The said Board now state that 
after careful and repeated trials they find 
that in not a single case have the charges 
of the said Censor been substantiated, 
while on the contrary owing to his baseless 
charges, many innocent people have been 
made to suffer and immense trouble caused 
to all around. Furthermore, Li Ping-heng, 
the Governor of Shantung, when applied 
to replied that the district magistrates of 
Yitu and Ch‘angshun both have declared 
that no such murder has taken place there as 
was stated by the accusing Censor, nor 
could they find such a man as Hsing Esh 
in their districts, etc., Now the said Board 
declares that ‘‘ when a Censor reports a 
baseless case to the ‘Throne he should be 
punished with the same punishment he 
had intended to be conferred on the person 
or persons he accuses.” The said Board 
therefore prays for instructions as to what 
should be doe to the culprit Censor. It 
is evident that the said Censor had been 
listening to baseless reports made by inter- 
ested people who intended to do grievous 
harm to innocent and well-behaved persons. 
Chin Yu has therefore been decidedly 
reprehensible and as a slight punishment 
for a first offence we hereby command that 
he be cashiered and dismissed the service. 
The law for Censors who have been found 
guilty of interested motives in denouncing 
persons and have been receiving bribes 
is that they must be punished severely and 
the Throne would be the last to grant 
leniency in such cases. We would in this 
instance however give a fair warning to all, 
and therefore notify all Censors and super- 
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vising Censors, that if any, of them in the 
future dare to follow in Chin Yu's foststeps 
and make baseless accusations against in- 
nocent and well-behaved people, the cul- 
prits will without any doubt be most 
severely punished and no mercy will be 
shown by us in their cases. 

(2) The same Board send in their report 
concerning the memorial of the Censor, 
P‘éng Shéh, who asks that stringent laws 
be devised for the special punishment of 
military officers found guilty of swindling 
their troops of their regular wages or 
swindling government by the use of 
“dummy ” soldiers ; that is to say ‘‘ not 
keeping the complement of their battalions. 
up to their required strength and yet draw- 
ing the pay of the missing numbers.” The 
said Board reply that there ‘are already 
drastic laws against the crimes complained 
of but these all depend upon the diligence 
and energy of the Viceroys, Governors, and 
Provincial Commanders-in-chief, ete., to 
sed to it that no defaulting officer be 
allowed to have his crimes condoned or 
passed by unnoticed. We therefore hereby 
give special instructions to all our Viceroys, 
Governors, etc., to denounce, in accord- 
ance with the regulations of the Board of 
Punishments, all defaulting officers accused 
of the above crimes and not to allow any 
partiality on their part to interfere with 
the just punishment such crimes merit. 
Nor shall there, hereafter, be simply such 
punishments accorded as the ‘‘ cashiering 
of officers,” or ‘‘dismissal for ever from 
the public service ” or ‘‘ permission granted 
to cashiered officers to remain in their 
battalions,” in order to get a chance of 
redeeming their faults; but drastic mea- 
sures will be enforced and each culpirt 
punished as a criminal who has broken the 
laws of the land. 


28th June. 
No papers of interest. 
29th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Board of Civil Appointments are 
commanded to deliberate upon the recom- 
mendations suggested this morning by the 
Censor P‘éng Shéh concerning the appoint- 
ment of substantive offices and the penaltiea 
for indiscriminate recommendations to the 
Throne irrespective of true merit. 


30th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Wan Pén-hua is appointed Brigadier 
General of the Military circuit of Ts‘aochou 
in Shantung provinces. 
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(2) The Board of Punishments are com- 
manded to make a strict investigation into 
the complaints of the Commissioner Liu 
Chung-jén, of Honan province, who made 
personal appeal to us this morning at the 
Palace gates. 


No papers of interest. 


1st July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The other day, the Censor, Chin Yu, 
now cashiered, sent up to us a memorial 
denouncing the illegal and cruel tortures 
used in the yamén of the Imperial Resident 
of Kurun (K‘ulun), Mongolia, during the 
trial of the wife and concubine of the late 
Taichi or Mongol noble, Ch‘é-lin-to-erh- 
chi; the case being ne of contesting over 
property, etc., Jeft by the said deceased 
noble. The said cashiered Censor also 
claimed that some women were severely 
injured by the application of the above 
noted illegal tortures, etc. Upon receipt 
of the memorial we immediately com- 
manded Kuei Pin to investigate the charges 
and report truthfully to us. His report is 
now before us coupled with certain re- 
commendations as to sentences to be pro- 
nounced upon the delinquents concerned in 
the above case. It appeared that Yang- 
chi-la-mu, the wife of the deceased Mongol 
noble, Ch‘é-lin-to-erh-chi, in her pursuit 
after gain and endeavour to retain the 
property and estate of her late husband— 
matters of no special importance to out- 
siders—seriously compromised herself 
by wrongfully and maliciously accus- 
ing a number of persons of grave and 
serious Offences. She further aggravated 
her crimes by bribery. For this criminal 
conduct Yang-chi-la-mu has made herself 
amenable to the laws and we hereby autho- 
rise the execution of the sentence recom- 
mended in her case. As for An Té, tho 
Imperial Resident of Kurun, who has boen 
found guilty of indiscriminatingly listening 
to malicious accusations and of receiving 
bribes, which last he did not render up 
until confronted by the woman who bribed 
him, he is certainly reprehensible and 
guilty of low avarice. The said Resident 
is therefore handed to the Board for 
determination of an adequate punishment. 
The deputy of the said Resident’s yamén, 
namely Na-siin-ch‘n-ké-tu, and the clerk of 
the trial, have both been reprehensible and 
are also handed to the Board for investiga- 
tion into their conduct. The officer who 
conducted the trial, namely, Pa-t‘u-ch‘eng- 
ké-1é, an officer of the 3rd brevet button 
and peacock’s feather, although found not 
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to have received any bribes, is still 
guilty of indiscriminate conduct for having 
listened to one side of the case without 
carefully considering the pros and cons, 
and he is therefore deprived of his brevet 
button and peacock’s feather, at the same 
time he is to be handed to the Board con- 
cerned for the determination of further 
penalties. 


(2) The Board of Punishments is com- 
manded to strictly investigate the case of 
Ch‘ung Shan, the soldier belonging to the 
Rifle Brigade of the Imperial Household 
Guards, who personally appealed to us 
during our progress on the road this morn- 
ing. 

(3) We have received a memorial from 
E-k'6-ta‘ng-&, Tartar General and military 
Governor of Féngtien, to the effect that Yui 
Chun, the ex-Taotai cashiered upon the 
recommendation of the memorialist, is still 
dallying in Féngtien in defiance of the 
Imperial Order of expulsion issued at the 
same time, and that the said cashiered 
officer had been found guilty of creating 
several disturbances in Moukden after he 
had been cashiered and ordered to leave 
the province, etc. As the said Yi Chun 
has proved himself incapable of reform, 
and has refused to comply with the edict 
to leave Féngtien, we hereby authorise the 
employment of force for his deportation to 
his native town. Let there be no delay. 


(4) The Board of Revenue is commanded 
to deliberate over the recommendations for 
the improvement of the finances of the 
Empire written by the Hanlin Secretary 
and handed up to us, for perusal by the 
high officers of the Hanlin Academy. 


(5) With reference to the denunciations 
of the Censor Yang Chung-yi, accusing 
Fang Hsiao-chieh, Senior Secretary of the 
Tsungli Yamén, of secretly going to Tientsin 
on private business and in search of self- 
aggrandisement, we hereby command that 
pending investigation into the above 


charges, the accused Fang Hsiao-chieh shall 


be first temporarily removed from his post 
in the said Yamén. The Presidents and 
his colleagues of the Yamén are further 
ordered to investigate into the said charges 
and report to us. 

(6) E-ko-t‘ang-a, Tartar General and 
Military Governor of Féngtien, denounces 
a Taotai for obstructing the proper collec- 
tion of taxes and duties at the various 
stations at Fénghuangch‘eng, Eastern 
Manchuria (near the Yalu river), Ona 
former occasion the said Tartar General 
recommended, and we approved of the 
sending of an authorised officer of Taotai 


rank to go to Fénghuangch ‘eng to assist the 
territorial Taotai of that Intendancy 
(Tungpien Tao) or Intendancy of the 
Eastern Marches, in collecting the 
taxes and Customs dues along the said 
border. E-k‘6-t‘ang-» therefore deput- 
ed an expectant Taotai named Wang 
Yi-hsiin to go to Fénghuangch‘eng as co- 
Commissioner of Customs. It seemed, 
however, that the territorial Taotai Chang 
Hsi-luan entirely ignored his new colleague 
and appointed on his own authority the 
various officials from the highest to the 
lowest in charge of the numerous Customs 
stations along the China-Corean frontiers. 
Hence all the taxes collected were handed 
to the territorial l'aotai without any refer- 
ence to his legally deputed colleague, which 
is a clear proof that this step has been 
meant to benefit the former’s own pockets. 
This is very reprehensible and we hereby 
command that Chang Hsi-luan, the Taotai 
of the Tungpien Intendancy, be forthwith 
dismissed from his post and await the 
result of an impartial examination into his 
unwarranted conduct by the said Tartar 
General. 


2nd July. 
No papers of interest. 


3rd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) We have received the report of the 
President and Ministers of the Tsungli 
Yamén concerning the charges nade againet 
a Secretary of the said Yamén by the 
Censor Yang Ch‘ung-yi, and the said 
Yamén further requests that we order that 
the delinquent secretary be handed over to 
the Board of Civil Appointments for the 
determination of severe penalties. The 
accused Secretary Fang Hsiao-chieh, who 
is also an expectant Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Board of Punishments, 
did on « certain day apply for leave of 
absence on the ground of ill health, and 
having obtained it did stealthily and secretly 
journey t» Tientsin on private business. 
There is therefore no other way of inter- 
preting the accused officer’s motives for 
doing this, but that he made his journey 
for the sake of personal profit and self- 
aggrandisement. This is most reprehen- 
sible and Fang MHsiao-chieh is therefore 
dismissed from his post of Secretary to the 
Tsungli Yamén, and he is further handed 
over to the Board for the determination of 
severe penalties. 


No other papers of interest. 
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4th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) We have read the memorial of Ch‘enm 
Pao-chen, Governor of Hunan, which de- 
nounced the bad character of one Jén Lin, 
a permanent secretary in the Provincial 
Judge’s yamén at Ch‘angsha, and in reply 
thereto ordered the man’s expulsion from 
Hunan, the confiscation of his property, 
and that he should be cashiered of the 
Taotai rank which he had purchased with 
funds dishonestly acquired, etc. The said 
Governor now tell us that he has received 
a special ‘' official” telegram from Wang 
Lien, Provincial Treasurer of Chihli (7.e,,. 
a telegram on which the official seal of the 
sender has been stamped at the transmit- 
ting office, thereby given it precedence over 
other unofficial messages. - Translator). 
The official telegram in question stated 
that the cashiered and expelled secretary 
“had not been specially or seriously guilty 
of the misdeeds of which he had been 
accused, and therefore there was no 
necessity for too strictly investigating 
his antecedents.” We are greatly sur- 
prised at this unwarranted interference 
of the Treasurer Wang Lien and he has 
been most reprehensible for using his 
official seal on a telegram relating to 
matters which did not in the least concern 
him. Wang Lien must therefore be handed 
to the Board of Civil Appointments for 
the determination of proper penalties. 

Note.—When civil mandarins have been 
culpable they are handed to the Board of 
Civil Appointments ‘‘for the determina- 
tion of adequate penalties.” When milit- 
ary officers are accused they are turned 
over in the same way to the Board of War. 
It is only when found guilty and con- 
demned to imprisonment or reduced to 
the common ranks, that civil and military 
officers are turned over to the Board of 
Punishments where ure also situated the 
Tien lao or ‘‘Heavenly Prisons,” the 
word; Tien or heaven being used in this 
connection because they are the gaols of 
the Emperor for confining State criminals. 
—Translutor. 

6th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Lien Sheng (Manchu) is appointed 
Police Censor of the Easteru City. 

(2) Kao Hsieh-tséng (Chinese) is ap- 
pointed to the same post in the Northern 
City. 

(3) Ch'ung Kuang, a member of the 
Board of Comptrollers-General of the Im- 
perial Household Department, asks leave to 
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be permitted to resign his post owing to 
continued ill health. There is no necessity 
to do this at present and Ch‘ung Kuang 
is to retain his present post. 


No papers of interest 


6th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Chang Ju-mei, Acting Governor of 
Shensi and Provincial Treasurer, recom- 
mends to our favourable attention a 
number cf expectant and substantive 
officers of Shensi who have proved 
by uniform gvod conduct their ability, 
honesty, and integrity and fitness to be- 
come the protectors of the people. The 
following are the officers in question:— 
Tung Chao-yung, prefect of Hsian; Li 
Hsi-chih, an expectant prefect of Shensi ; 
Yang Tiao-yuan, district magistrate of 
Ch‘angan; Fan Tséng-hsiang, district 
magistrate of Huinanhsien; Fu Ju-mei, 
district magistrate of Fupinghsien; Li 
Tuan-chii, sub-prefect of Cha‘ngshanchou ; 
Chang Shih-ying, district magistrate of 
P‘uch‘enghsien ; Ying Ch‘ang-liu, district 
magistrate of Peihohsien ; Chang Hin-yi, 
acting district magistrate of Hsihsianghsien; 
and Liu Yang-sheh, district magistrate of 
Chenanhsien. Ali these have distinguished 
themselves at one time or another for their 
love and kindness to the people and 
their ability to fulfil all the duties 
entrusted to them by their superior officers. 
We are extremely pleased at this long list 
of capable officers; and we now command 
the said acting Governor to convey by 
special message the Imperial commen- 
dation to each individual officer mentioned 
in this list, with our desire that they all 
continue to strive earnestly to do all the 
good they can in the sphere in which 
each of them has been and shall here- 
after be placed, and thereby deserve the 
confidence that has been placed on them 
by us. Let not any of them show com- 
mendable conduct at the commencement 
and then end in the opposite direction. 


(2) En Mou and Chi Fu are by special 
act of grace made Imperial Bodyguardsmen 
of the 2nd class; Cheng Jui, Wo Shih-pu, 
Wén Kuang, Yii P‘o, Hsiang Jui, and 
Mu Ching-ngeh are appointed Imperial 
Bodyguardsmen of the 3rd class; and 
Yuan Hso and Ch‘ang Ch‘un are made 
Imperial guardsmen of the 4th Class. All 
the above-named guardsmen are ordered 
to duty at the Main Entrance of the Im- 
perial Palaces. 


7th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


We are extremely grieved to learn of the 
death of Wang Wen-chin, Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments. He entered official life as a Han- 
lin and Imperial Librarian, and by his 
honesty and devotion to his duties soon 
rose to higher offices until at his death 
we find him Vice-President of a Board. 
We hereby command that he be accorded 
the funeral ceremonies granted to an officer 
of his rank, and let the goverument 
money grant given in such cases be at once 
forwarded to the deceased official’s family. 
All black marks against his name in the 
records are also to be erased as a token of 
our appreciation of the services of a loyal. 
servant. 


8th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wu Ting-fén is transferred to be Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, vice Wang Wén-chin, de- 
ceased, and Wu Ting-fén is also com- 
manded to act pro tem. as Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Works. Yang 
Yi, President of the Court of Censors, is. 
hereby promoted to be Junior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of War. 

No papers of interest. 

9th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Grand Secretary K‘un Kang 
is made Comptroller-General of the affairs 
of the Mongolian Superintendency instead 
of the Affairs of the Board of Works as. 
ordered in a previous edict. 

(2) Bii Shu-min is appointed acting 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Punishments, 

(3) The Board of Civil Appointments is 
commanded to deliberate and consult over 
the memorial of Chi Ch ‘eng, Senior Director 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir Apparent, concerning his proposal 
that special rules be made prohibiting 
Viceroys and Governors from making, at 
will, avy interchanges amongst sub-prefects 
and distinct magistrates, transferring them 
from one post to another according to their 
own pleasure, etc. 

(4) The same Senior Director presents 
another memorial complaining that Viceroys. 
and Governors have a habit of denouncing 
their subordinates often without taking any 
trouble to find out whether the charges 
made have any truth in them or not. We 
must, therefore, warn all the Viceroys 
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and Governors of the Empire to exercise 
more care in the future and not allow 
themselves to be led away, in the heat of 
the moment, to denounce their subordinates 
in terms which they will net be able to 
substantiate in the future. 

(5) The Boards are ordered to report on 
the list of names handed in by the Com- 
mandant of the Peking Gendamerie, re- 
commending for promotion a number of 
civil and military officers who have dis- 
tinguished themselves by their energy in 
capturing a number of criminals during 
the past months. ; j 

(6) En Tsé, Tartar General of Heilung- 
chiang and Military Governor of Tsitsihar, 
reports that Pe-ké-t‘u-ch‘un, a Treasury 
scribe stationed at Hulan, has lately been 
found guilty of defrauding the government 
of taxes collected by him to the amount of 
cover Tis. 10,000, and that the accused had 
the audacity to transmit this large sum 
to some place of safety, etc. This is 
most reprehensible, and we hereby order 
that the said Treasury clerk be forthwith 
ccashiered and placed under arrest in order 
to compel him to disgorge his plunder. 


10th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 

The Board of Punishments is ordered to 
make a strict investigation into the case of 
-ene P‘eng Hsi-chu, a commoner and native 
of Kiangsu, who personally appealed to 
us during our progress yesterday morning, 
and report truthfully to us the result of 
the said investigation. 

No papers of interest. 

llth July. 

No papers of interest. 

12th July. 


(1) With reference. to the denunciation 
-of a certain wemén secretary made by 
Ch‘én Pao-cheu, Governor of Hunan, the 
other day, followed hy the receipt by the 
said Governor of an official telegram bear- 
ing the seal of the Chihli Provincial 
“Treasurer, sent by Wang Lien on behalf 
of the cashiered secretary, and concerning 
which we commanded that the delinquent 
Treasurer be haaded over to the Board for 
the determination of adequate penalties, 
we are now in receipt of another memorial 
concerning the above and this time it is 
from Wang Wén-shao, the Viceroy of 
Chihli. This official memorialises to the 
effect that his Provincial Treasurer, Wang 
Lien, declares that when he sent that 
officially stamped telegram to the Go- 
vernor of Hunan he had no intention 
-of thwarting justice or trying to in- 


fluence Ch‘en Pao-chen to deal too le- 
niently with the cashiered secretary Jén 
Lin. Hence the said Treasurer had asked 
the said memorialist ‘‘to lay bare his real 
thoughts” before the Throne, ete. A 
copy of the telegram complained of was 
also appended to the above memorial. To 
the above we reply that since Wang Lien 
had the temerity to send an ofticially 
stamped telegram on behalf of a matter in 
which he had not the least concern, even 
if he had no real intention of using his 
influence to obtain lenient treatment for 
the cashiered secretary, the sending of such 
a telegramaloneconstituted an offence which 
made him liable to penalty. Again the 
telegram in question had the sentence: ‘I 
would venture to ask you(Governor Ch‘en) 
a thousand, and even ten thousand times 
not to confiscate his (the cashiered secre- 
tary’s) property,” etc. Now, if these 
words did not mean to convey the idea of 
using one’s influence to procure lenient 
treatment for an offender, we wonder what 
other idea could there be in it? Further- 
more, Wang Lien has rendered himself 
more culpable by not patiently waiting for 
the result of the deliberation of the Board 
of Civil Appointments concerning the 
penalty to be given in his case; but in- 
stead, he has been guilty of ‘‘ too much 
talking” in his attempt to argue the point, 
thereby transgressing upon the etiquette 
which should always be observed by 
officials to the Throne. We, therefore, 
comimand that Wang Lien be instantly 
cashiered and dismissed the service, and 
Wang Wén-shao for listening to the former 
and interfering also in the matter by 
memorialising the Throne on the subject, 
is also culpable, and is herthy commanded 
to be handed to the Board for an investi- 
gation into his conduct in the matter. 

(2) P‘éng Shouand Té K‘uei, Lieutenant 
Generals of the Left and Right Wings, 
respectively, of the Imporial Vanguard 
Division, are hereby commanded to take 
charge of the troops detailed to guard the 
Examination halls during the literary and 
military competitions of Manchu, Mongol, 
and Hanchun candidates for the licentiate 
degree. 

(3) Fén Ch‘6 is appointed Examiner of 
the above competitions. 


13th July 
IMPERIAL DECREES 
(1) An Shou ana Chiin Chang are by 
special grace appointed Imperial body 
guardsmen of the 2nd rank; Tsing Tso 
and Peh Shan are appointed body guards- 
men of the 3rd rank and. Hsi Chang, 
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Pao Ch‘un, Tung Lin, Chih Pin, To 
P:n-jui, Jung Hsi, Wén Pin, and Lin Fu 
are appointed body guardsmen of the 4th 
rank with privilege of doing duty at the 
Main Entrance of the Imperial Palace. 

(2) Sung: An is appointed to be Sub- 
‘Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat with 
the brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. ; 

(3) Ké Pao-hua is appointed Junior 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Wor- 
ship. 

(h) We have received a memorial from 
E-k‘o-t‘ang-d, Tartar-General «of Féngtien 
and Military Governor of Moukden, asking 
to be allowed to transfer a Brigade-General 
to Féngtien from some other province, 
etc. Now, we had already appointed by a 
former decree P‘u Wei to the post of Brigade- 
General of Moukden. Further it has always 
been the custom that posts of this sort are 
specially appointed by the Throne. Hence 
E-k‘o-ta‘ng-2 has broken the etiquette by 
applying in face of the said decree for 
Cho Ha-pu, Brigade General of Foochow 
to fill the post at Moukden. E-k‘é-ta‘ng-& 
is therefore handed to the Board of War 
for the determination of an adequate 
penalty. 

(5) We have received a report from 
Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
announcing the overflowing of the banks 
of the Yellow river at Chao-chia Gardens, 
in the district of Litsinhsien, and in such 
a manner that the breach has turned into 
@ roaring river. The said Governor there- 
fore demands the penalising of the officials 
to whom had been confided the care of 
that part of the Yellow river embankments 
and also that he himself be penalised for 
being unable to prevent said overflow, 
etc. It appears that on the 28th of 
June last the Yellow river suddenly 
rose to an alarming extent so that the 
lower portion of the district of Litsin- 
hsion on the northern bank whore lics tho 
village called Chaochia Gardens becamo 
rapidly inundated by the overflow which 
was immediately caused by a great gale 
of wind then blowing. The large waves 
which came beating upon the banks form- 
ed a breach which became wider and wider 
so that it was impossible to fill the breach 
although desperate attempts to do so were 
made at the time. In a short time the 
breach was widened to some 800 odd 
(Chinese) feet, and the river rushing up- 
wards met the downward current at Li- 
chiawa, on the north-east bank, making 
the whole region in that vicinity one vast 
lake of surging waters. The officials con- 
nected with this part of the Yellow River 


have been distinctly culpable for neglect 
in their duties and have failed to keep 
the vigilant watch necessary to prevent 
such overflowing of the banks. We there- 
fore command that the Colonel, Hsit 
Chia-Ch‘ing, be forthwith cashiered and 
dismissed, and the district magistrate 
Chang Hsié-yi and police magistrate Fang 
Tung-lin be also cashiered but be allowed 
to remain at their posts to superintend the 
restoration of the said breach. As for the 
Assistant Commissioner of Works of the 
lower banks of the river, the prefect Ts‘ang 
Erh-yun, he is temporarily deprived of his 
button, while the Chief Commissioner, the 
Taotai Ting Ta-yi is to be handed to the 
Board for deterinination of penalties. Li 
Ping-heng is also culpable for not kecping 
proper control over his subordinates in this 
matter and he is also to be handed to the 
Board in the same way. We would here 
impress upon the said Governor to exhort 
his subordinates to be most careful and on 
the alert in watching over the welfare of the 
Yellow River embankments and to use their 
best endeavours in trying to restore the 
large breach which has been above reported 
to us, for the safety of the whole region 
will depend upon the promptitude exercised 
in this case. 

(6) Yuan Féng-lin is appointed Treasurer 
of Chihli vice Wang Lien cashiered, and 
Yii Lien-san is promoted to the Treasuer- 
ship of Shanse vacated by Yuan Féng-lin. 
Kuei Chung-hsing is appointed Provincial 
Judge of Hunan vice Yii Lien-shan pro- 
moted as above, and Tsai Usi-p‘in is ap- 
pointed Judge of Kuangsi vice Kuei Chung- 
hsing transferred as above. 


14th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) The following Censors are appointed 
to inspect the Imperial granaries at Peking 
and North T‘ungchou :—P‘an Ch‘ing-lan 
to inspect the ‘‘ Lu” granary for rice; Fu 
Liang to the New South granary; Wang 
P‘éng-yun to the Old Great granary ; Tat 
En-p‘u to the granary containing tribute 
rice transported by sea; Hu Chin-kuei to 
the New North granary ; Kéng Hsi to the 
New Fu granary ; the Imperial Clansman 
Li Lieh to ths Taip‘ing granary ; Wén Yit 
to the Pényii granary ; the Imperial clans- 
man Wén Ying to the Ch‘uchi granary ; 
Yang Ch‘eng to the Middle granary ; the 
Imperial Clansman Tséng Chi to the 
Western granary; Pao An to the Féngyi 
granary; and Cheng En-ho tn inspect the 


Taterior granary, i.e., granary in the Tartar 
city or Nei Cheng, Peking. 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
Ch‘ang Keng, Tartar General of Ili and 
Military Governor of Kuldja, asking on be- 
half of Té En, Commandant of the forces of 
the Solon tribe of Manchu colonists, pray- 
ing to be allowed to resign his post and 
return to his Banner Reservation in order 
to attend to his maladies, we hereby grant 
the required permission and Té En is 
permitted to leave Kuldja for Peking. 


15th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Ch‘ang Min is commanded to sacrifice 
in our steal at the temple of the Fire God 
on the 2nd of August next, 

(2) The 7th of August next being the 
anniversary of our natal day, as to the 
Imperial Ancestral Temple on that day, 
the Prince of Cheng is hereby commanded 
to worship there in our stead. (Note. Owing 
to the Emperor being in strict mourning 
for his mother the late Princess Chun.— 
Translator.) 

(3) The 9th of August next (1st day 
of the 7th moon) being the commence- 
ment of the autumnal equinox, we 
hereby announce it to be our intention to 
proceed in person to sacrifice at the Imperial 
Ancestral Temple on that day. Kuei 
Pin ia commanded to sacrifice at the 
Rear Court; Té Shou to sacrifice at the 
Eastern Court ; and Huang Yung-an is to 
sacrifice at the Western Court. 

16th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


K‘uei Fu, Assistant Military Governor of 
Kobdo, Mongolia, reports that although 
the leave of absence from official duties, 
granted him ‘to attend to his maladies, has 
almost expired, he finds that they are 
getting more and more serious so that 
it will be impossible for him to re- 
sume hie duties again, etc. We hereby 
grant K‘uei Fu leave to resign his post and 
come to Peking to cure his maladies at his 
Banner Reservation. 

No papers of interest. 

17th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kao Hsieh-tséng is appointed Super- 
vising Censor and Keeper of the Seals of 
the Board of War. 

(2) T‘ao Mu, Acting Viceroy of the Shen- 
Kan provinces, denounces a certain military 
officer. He states that Liu Lien-shéng, an 
expectant Provincial Commander-in-Chief, 
(T'i-6u) of the 1st class, and by special ap- 
pointment transferred to the post of Colonel 
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Commanding the Western Marches of 
Shensi, has been guilty of the grave crime 
of surreptitiously selling the gunpowder and 
bullets which he had applied for in the 
usual manner from the Ordnance and Supply 
Bureau for the use of the forces under his 
command. The money obtained thereby 
the accused oficer applied to his own 
private use. Not contented with this, the 
accused has been found to have compelled 
the officials en voute where the ordnance 
supplies above noted had to pass, to 
contribute certain sums to pay for the 
expense of transporting the said gun- 
powder and bullets. Furthermore. the 
troops under the accused were barely 
exercised in drilling and the discipline 
observed was most lax, ete. This conduct 
cf Liu Lien-shéng is exceedingly reprehen- 
sible and proves insatiable avarice and 
dangerous proclivities. In punishment 
thereof Liu Lien-shéng is hereby forthwith 
cashiered and his decoration of Pa-t‘u-lu 
(in Manchu batwu or ‘‘ Brave’) is to 
be taken away from him and cancelled. 
Asa further punishment let the cashiered 
officer’s decoration of the peacock’s fea- 
ther be plucked from his hat. This is 
ordered as a warning to others and with 
the intention of clearing our forces of such 
dishonest officers. The Board of War is 
commanded to take note thereof. 

(3) Lien Shun is given the brevet button 
of a Manchu Brigade General and appoint- 
ed Assistant Military Governor of K‘obdo, 
Mongolia, vice K‘uei Fu, resigned on 
account of ill-health. Lien Shun is also 
granted the privilege of travelling with his. 
retinue by Imperial Post to his new 
appointment. 

(4) Wén Po and Tsiang Shih-fén are ap- 
pointed special examiners in the literary 
competitions of the youths of the Manchu: 
Mongol and Hanchun Banner Corps for 
the licentiate degree. 

(5) Wo Heng-ngéh is by special graco 
given the rank of an Imperial Body guards- 
man of the third rank and appointed to the 
post of Commandant of the forces of the 
Solon tribe of Manchu colonists in Ili, Chi- 
nese Turkestan, vice Té En, resigned on 
account of ill-health. Wo Heng-ngéh is 
also granted the privilege of travelling with 
his retinue by Imperial Post to his des- 
tination. 

18th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Chang Ying-lin is appointed a sub- 
chancellor of the Grand Secretariat with 
the brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 
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(2) T‘ao Mu, acting Viceroy of the Shen- 
Kan provinces, presents a memorial de- 
nouncing certain dishonest and useless 
ofticials in Kansu province. He accuses 
Huang Ping-cheng, formerly district magis- 
trate of Kulanghsien, Kansu, but recently 
a Taotai by purchase and appointed to 
Szechuan province. This official in out- 
ward appearance seems to be possessed of 
ability and tobea man of talent, but inreality 
he has proved himself most avaricious and 
dishonest. Cha Té-lang, retiring assistant 
district magistrate of Kaolanhsien, is de- 
nounced asa man of frivolous habits and 
reckleas character and withal avaricious and 
low-bred in conduct. In punishment thereof 
we hereby command that both these officials 
he immediately cashiered and dismissed 
theservice forever. The Board concerned 
is ordered to take note. 

No other papers of interest. 


19th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Shih Nien-tsu, Governor of Kuangsi, 
reports upon the successful crushing of a 
band of outlaws and the slaughter of their 
leader and his lieutenants and prays that 
rewards be granted to the officer chiefly 
instrumental in effecting it. In the city 
of Szechoucheng, department of Hsilung- 
chou, Kuangsi, a certain Hsit San-fu at 
the head of a band of outlaws occupied 
some impregnable fortresses in that vicinity 
and for many years successfully defied 
all efforts to dislodge him and his band. 
For a number of years Hsii and his band 
terrorised the countryside and trade was 
almost at a standstill on account of his 
flagrant depredations far and near. Re- 
cently, the new prefect of Szechoucheng, 
Wang Fang-tien, having taken over his 
seals of office determined to attack the out- 
law in his fortresses and accordingly after 
consulting with the local military authori- 
ties, made his plans to effect his object. 
With a strong force of soldiers, local militia, 
and volunteers the said prefect managed, 
after repeated attempts coupled with severe 
fighting, to surprise thedesperadoes in their 
principal stronghold in the hills, in conse- 
quence of which Hsii San-fu, his son Hsii 
Ma-liu, his grandson sii Hsiao-yang, 
several lieutenants, and a large number of 
their following were slaughtered. A much 
larger number of the desperadoes were 
captured alive together with an immense 
collection of muskets, spears, swords, am- 
munition, etc. We are pleased to commend 
this energy and ability of the prefect Wang 
Tang-tien, in that he was able to kill a 
desperate outlaw, his son, grandson, and 


$1 


lieutenants, crush their band and level 
their stronghold within ten days, although 
these men had been terrorising the coun- 
tryside for years and had, as it were, taken 
root in the place. We therefore, hereby 
permit the said Governor to send us his 
recommendation as to what reward the-said 
prefect deserves in order to inspire emula- 
tion in others similarly situated. 


20th July. 
No papers of interest. 


21st July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yesterday during the progress of the- 
Imperial cortége a commoner from Hunan 
province, named P‘eng Ming-chu, in- 
tercepted us and appealed to us personally 
regarding the wrongs he had suffered, etc. 
We hereby command that the Board of 
Punishments do dirctly investigate the said 
commoner’s case and report truthfully, to us- 
the result. 

The Board of Civil Appointments is 
commanded to deliberate on the proposal 
of the Censor P‘an Chin-lan that all deputy 
assistant Board Secretaries and Secretaries : 
of the Grand Secretariat of A class who. 
elect to serve in provinces as expectant 
district magistrates of the 1st class should 
be placed in the same category and order 
of precedence as the Metropolitan gra- 
duates of the 3rd class who have received: 
similar rank after failure to pass Hanlin 
examinations. 

(3) E-k-6-t‘ang-2, Tartar-General of 
Féngtien and Military Governor of Mouk- 
den, denounces an Imperial Clansman for 
neglect. of duty and lax vigilance in keep- 
ing watch over a criminal belonging to- 
the Imperial clan placed under his escort 
en route for his place of incarceration at the 
provincial capital, resulting in the escape: 
from custody of the said criminal. It ap- 
pears that the said criminal, an Imperial 
Clansman of Féngtien named Ju Shan, who. 
had been found guilty of misdemeanours, 
had repeatedly escaped from his place of 
incarceration at Moukden to go to Peking, 
and so on the last occasion a special escort 
was furnished from Peking under the com- 
mand of Ts’un Hsi, an Imperial Clansman, 
and a deputy Assistant Secretary of the 
Imperial Clan Battalion, who had strict in- 
structions to guard his prisoner safely to 
Moukden and then to turn him over to 
the care of the officers of the gaol of the 
Imperial Clan Court in that city. Some- 
how the prisoner escaped and is still at 
large. This is most reprehensible, and we- 
therefore command that not only Ts’un 
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Hsi be handed over to the Imperial Clan 
Court for determination of adequate penal- 
ties, but also the officers in charge of the 
above named gaol at Moukden for allowing 
the said criminal to escape in former times. 
In the smeanwhile the accused Imperial 
Clansmen are to be given a special limit of 
timeto recapture the refugee pending further 
penalties in case of failure todo so. It is 
hereby further decreed that if in the future 
there be instances of similar lack of vigilance 
in looking after the prisoners in the gaols 
of the Imperial Clan, the Tartar General 
of Féngtien is commanded to specially 
denounce the guilty officers who are to be 
severely punished without mercy. 


22nd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) Shih Chieh is hereby appointed Salt 
Commissioner of Chékiang province. 

(2) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli 
and Imperial High Cornmissioner of the 
Peiyang land and naval defences, sends us 
areport of the military record of Ch‘en 
Shih, late Provincial Treasurer-elect of 
Kiangsi, who died at Tientsin lately 
through overwork and effects of old 
wounds while occupied with his duties as 
‘Commander-in-Chief of the Hunan army 
corps stationed at Shavhaikuan after the 
departure of Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy «-f the 
Liang- Kiang provinces, for Peking. Wang 
Wén-shav therefore considers the late 
Ch‘en Shih to he especially worthy of the 
Imperial recognition and prays that special 
posthumous honours be accorded the de- 
ceased, etc. The late Provincial Treasurer 
of Kiangsi began official life while yet a 
youth with the literay degree of a licen- 
ciate. He joined the army of the late 
Marquis ‘I'séng Kuo-fan duting the Taiping 
rebellion, and in the reigns of the late 
Emperors Hsien Féng and Tung Chih 
served with distinction under the late 
Marquis in the provinces of Kiangsi, 
Kiangsu, Anhui, Kuangsi, and Shansi. 
By the bravery and military tactics 
of the deceased many strong and im- 
portant cities in these provinces were 
recaptured from the Taipings, especially 
the provincial capitals of Kiangsu and 
Anhui--Nanking and Nganking. As a 
matter of fact Ch‘en Shih’s military 
reputation attained. its suramit by his 
valiant conduct with his brigade. dur- 
ing the siege of the. above named two 
cities. When the late Marquis so Tsung- 
ta'‘ng (also protégé of the late Marquis 
Tséng Kuo-fan.—Zvranslator) took the 
chief command of the Imperial armies sent 
to recover the provinces of Kansu and 


Chinese Turkestan from the Mahommedan 
rebels in the sixties, the deceased ofticer 
at once joined the former's staff, and it 
was through Ch ‘en Shih’s important services 
that the celebrated string of fortified Ma- 
homedan villages at Chinchip‘u were finally 
reduced and razed to the ground, and the 
backbone of the rebellion in Kansu com- 
pletely crushed. Then again it was further 
threugh Ch‘en Shih’s high civil administra- 
tive abilities and talents for organisation 
that the reconquered province was re- 
organised and the territory restored to its 
former civil government, which almost 
twenty years of auarchy and misrule of the 
Mahommedan rebels had completely des- 
troyed. Last year owing to our desire to 
recognise the eminent services of the 
deceased we appointed him Provincial 
Treasurer of Kiangsi made vacant by the 
retirement of Fang Ju-yi, and we were in 
hopes of having the benefit of an able otticer 
in that important post when we learned with 
deep grief of his sudden death xt Tientsin 
recently. We therefore command that 
Ch‘en Shih be accorded all the distinctions 
granted by law to a Provincial Treasurer 
who has died while on active service in 
the field. An extraordinary grant is also 
by special grace ordered to be given to 
the family of the deceased officer for funeral 
expenses, etc., and that his military and 
civil services be recorded in the dynastic 
history compiled by the State Historiogea- 
pher. The yaméns concerned are hereby 
commanded to take special note. 

Note on Chinchip'u.—Before the late 
Marquis Tso Tsung-t‘ang (who was at that 
time Viceroy of Min-Ché and busy founding 
the Foochow naval arsenal, dockyards, and 
schools) volunteered in the early part of 
the sixties to crush the Mahommedan 
rebellion in Kansu and Chinese Turkestan, 
the rebels had conquered the greater part 
of that province, and had repeatedly de- 
feated the Huai armies under the brothers 
Li Han-chang and Li Hung-chang and 
their protéges, the late Governor Liu Ming- 
chuan of Formosa and others. Their 
co-religionists the Kashgarians, Tunganis 
(Chinese Mahommedans) and Andijanis 
from Khokand (now named by the 
Russians Ferghana) had also massacred all 
the Buddhists in Kashgaria and Ili ana 
obtained: complete sway in those regions. 
Yakub Beg at that time ruled with a 
rod of iron all that. part of Chinese 
Turkestan known as Hotan, in the south- 
west at the foot of the’ Hindu Kush 
mountains, Yarkand, Yangisar, Kashgar in 
the west, and Aksu, Osh, Karashar, and 
Kuché south of the Altai-or Celestial 
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mountains, while the Tunganis held sway 
from Kuché eastwards, such as Turfan, 
Urumtsi, and Hami, and inside the Great 
Wall into Kansu province. North of the 
‘Celestial Mountaius, that is to say in Ili, 
the frightful massacres and excesses per- 
petrated by the Tarantchis, or native Ma- 
hommedans from Kashgar, upon the Bud- 
dhists such as Manchus and Chinese, and 
haughty defiance of the Russians at Semi- 
palatinsk, led the latter to march into 
Kuldja and hold the country ‘‘ for China 
until order was restored and she had 
shown herself capable of keeping the 
country.” The late Marquis Tso when 
volunteering for his self-imposed task of 
reconquering Kansu and Chinese Turkestan 
got the Emperor Tung Chih to allow him 
to do as he pleased without any limit of 
time to complete his task. He then with 
an army, almost entirely composed of 
Hunanese, or brigades of the Siang Army 
corps, amounting to some 70,000 men, 
invaded Kansu and by a series of rapid 
movements and by superior numbers and 
armament fought his way inch by inch into 
the rebel country, manifesting no haste 
when confronted by strong walls. On the 
contrary, in order to be independent of 
grain supplies from the other provinces, 
whenever he hesieged a city he made 
his soldiers plant grain in the soil 
made fertile by the blood of thousands of 
massacred Buddhists, and by the time the 
harvesting period arrived the besieged 
city was sure to be starved out and 
forced to surrender, while his own army 
lived in plenty obtained by the sweat of 
their own brows! By these means with 
time as no object, with reinforcements 
pouring in from time to time, armed with 
the best modern weapons obtainable from 
Europe—the Taipings and Nienfeis were 
by this time completely wiped away—the 
late Marquis ‘I'so drove the remnants of 
the defeated Mahommedans to a place 
‘called Chinchip‘u, west of Lanchou, where 
stood nearly 160 walled villages surrounded 
‘by a circumvallation of strong mud walls. 
Here the rebels had gathered their women, 
children and effects, and still numbering 
200,000 fighting men were prepared to 
hold the place to the last drop of blood. The 
prospect of so many stern fanatics fighting 
for hearth, home, and religion would have 
awed any other mandarin, but it did not 
deter Tso from his fixed method of fighting 
the rebels, for with a well-equipped army 
of nearly 150,000 men and a strong force of 
artillery, with his lines of communication 
and supplies kept well open by innumerable 
outposts dotting the whole line from Chin- 


chip‘u to the Grand Canal in Honan, Tso 
prepared to invest this stupendous for- 
tress or succession of fortresses. While 
the front line invested the place in front, 
the other brigades gradually surrounded 
the walls leaving only the north-western 
portion open to allow the rebels to escape, 
and again detachments from each army 
corps were detailed to cultivate the soil 
(there was plenty, for its former owners 
were either slain or were now besieged in- 
side Chinchip‘u) and supply the whole 
army with reserves of grain sufficient for 
ten years! For ten years the rebels stub- 
bornly held their last stronghold yielding 
village after village only when it had been 
completely demolished by the shot, shell, 
and rockets which fell unceasingly day and 
night. First only the strong and able-bodied 
went out to defend the walls, then as their 
numbers thinned down youths and women 
shared the vigils of the watch on the walls, 
and when the last day came and the last 
three villages of the great fortress alone 
remained to the 10,000 men, women, and 
children to oppose 200,000 well-armed foes 
maddened by hate and furious at the 
trouble given by this handful of rebels, 
even little children helped to rain stones 
from the walls upon the crowds swarming 
up to the ramparts of the villages. 
When night fell only 600 men and 150 
women mounted on swift horses escaped 
the massacre. Nota single child escaped 
with the 750 desperate refugees under their 
famons leader Peh Pen-lu or the ‘ White- 
eyed Tiger.” The 750 refugees fled past 
the Great Wall followed by Tso’s cavalry 
until they reached an asylum at last inside 
the wall of Urumtsi. The Chinese cavalry 
only pursued as far as the Great Wall for 
flying bands of rebels still held the country. 
It was through this campaign of nearly 
twelve years that the late Ch‘en Shih gain- 
ed most of his fame and it was this sieve 
of Chinchip‘u which is alluded to in the 
above decree.—T'ranslator. 


23rd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wén Ch‘ is appointed Taotai of the 
T‘ung-shang Intendancy of Shenusi province. 

(2) Li Yu-yuan is appointed Major-Com- 
mandant of the left battalion of the Hsiian- 
hua military circuit of Chibli, and Sung 
Ts‘un-hua is appointed Second Captain of 
the middle battalion of the Tientsin mili- 
tary circuit in the same province, 


No papers of interest. 


24th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Tsai Ying, a noble of the Imperial 
Clan, is appointed Lieutenant-General of 
the Bordered Yellow Banner of the Han- 
chun Banner Corps. 

(2) As the post of metropolitan prefect 
of Hsianfu, capital of Shensi, is one of 
great importance, the Governor of that 
province is commanded to select the sub- 
stantive prefect he thinks best fitted fur 
that place and let the prefecture vacated 
by the officer of his choice be given to 
Chang Yiin. 

25th July. 
No papers of interest. 
26th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli 
and Imperial High Commissioner of the 
Peiyang Administration, denounces an ex- 
district magistrate for trying to suppress 
the true facts of a most serious case of 
breaking the laws of nature in the murder 
of a stepmother and attempting to minimise 
the consequences by placing a different 
construction on the case in his repurt to 
his superior officers in the provincial 
capital, Paotingfu. It appears that when 
Ch‘en Tsé-li, now cashiered, but at the 
time district magistrate of Sanhohsien, 
Chihli, tried a case the other day in which 
a certain woman of the cummon people, 
named Wang Yeu-shih, was murdered by 
the son of her husband’s former wife, the 
said magistrate suppressed the original 
reports of the village headmen, where the 
murder had taken place, and substituted 
for them false papers making the said 
murder an ordinary one. When the 
Provincial judge ordered the trial of 
this case to be tranferred to Paotingfu the 
said magistrate knowing that his conduct 
had been oxposed to his euperior officers 
failed to put in an appearance at the 
capital when commanded to do so and, on 
the contrary, absconded in fear of the con- 
sequences. This action is a clear proof 
that the said magistrate was conscions «f 
his guilt and therefore absconded from his 
post. He has already been cashiered for 
this and we now authorise the said Viceroy 
to issue warrants for the said Ch‘en Tsé- 
li’s arrest and to inform the Governor of 
Shansi, the native province of the abscond- 
ing ex-official, that he may assist in bringing 
the refugee to justice. When captured the 
prisoner is to be taken to Paotingfu for 
trial and punishment according to the laws. 
The Boards concerned are to take notice 
thereon. 
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Note.—In ordinary murders where only: 
one life is lost the magistrate of the district 
where they have taken place, is exempt 
from anything but the most nominal’ 
punishment. If more than one person is 
murdered the magistrate is liable to lose 
his button, temporarily, and be perhaps 
handed to the Board of Civil Appointments. 
for the determination of some penalty. But 
in the case of the murder of a parent, wrand- 
parent, or step-parent who had taken care 
of the murderer since childhood or in- 
fancy, the murderer dirs by the ‘*shame- 
ful and lingering” process (lingchih), and 
the magistrate of the district is generally 
made to lose his post or, if a man of con- 
siderable family influence at Peking, is 
made to lose his button pro tem. and is 
transferred to another district. It was 
apparently to avoid the first penalty that 
the absconding magistrate in the above 
decree tried to minimise consequences by 
transforming the murder of a stepmother 
into an ordinary murder. Where two 
parents or grandparents are murdered the 
mauistrate is cashiered and his superiors are 
penalised in various degrees according to 
rank and proximity to the scene of thecrime, 
that is to say the immediate superior of the 
cashiered magistrate loses his button or is 
transferred, and so on up tothe Viceroy or 
Governor of the province who is penalised 
by being mulcted of some months’ pay. 
As an additional mark of the disgrace 
attached to the district city where such 
a double murder took place it was a 
part of the proceedings to knock off a 
corner of the city ramparts (it used 
to be the city wall but owing to the 
numerous rebellions of the present dynasty 
the ramparts are now only touched) in the 
direction where the bloody deed happened 
whether inside the city walls or out of 
them. This refers to the system of mutual 
responsibility observed in the Government 
of this Empire where a father is respon- 
sible for the action of his sons, an elder 
brother for his younger brother, the 
neighbours for each other’s conduct, ete. ° 
Further, if a district produc-s » child who 
has done an extraordinary act of filial piety, 
or a woman whohas sacrificed herlife to save 
her husband, or who commits suicide upon. 
his death, the magistrate of the district 
concerned receives a promotion in rank 
and the Emperor’s commendation of his 
virtuous influence over the people whom he- 
rules. —Translator. 


(2) Appointing a large number of civil 
officials to the metropolitan and provincial. 
administrations. 
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27th July. 
No papers of interest. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hu Chin-kuei is appointed prefect of 
Ninghisia. 

(2) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture by his 
force of feur uotorious desperadves of 
Shuntienfu (metropolitan prefecture). The 
Board of Punishments is commanded to 
take charge of the criminals and try them 
according to the laws. As for the four 
other desperadoes belonging to the same 
gang who are still at large the gendarmes 
are commanded to exert themselves and 
capture them and hand them, at once, over 
to the Board of Punishments for trial. 


29th July. 
No papers of interest. 


30th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) In honour of our birthday anniver- 
sury on the 7th proximo we hereby ordain 
that the 4th, 5th and 7th days of August 
next be made a Court holiday when all the 
Ministers and Court officials shall be ex- 
cused from attending for duty at the 
Palace and Grand Council Hall. 


(2) Chang Ju-mei, Provincial Trea- 
surer of Shensi and acting Governor, re- 
ports the escape from the district gaol 
of Paoch‘enhsien, Shensi, of Fu Wan-ts‘ai 
and two others, who had been condemned 
to die by decapitation at the next Autumn 
assisses. We hereby command that Ts‘ai 
Ho-shou, the gaol-warden of Paoch‘eng- 
hsien, be forthwith cashiered, arrested, and 
tried by the said Acting-Governor who is 
also commanded to see that all the gaolers 
connected therewith be also arrested and 
placed on trial to see whether there have 
been any bribes taken by them in order to 
connive at the escape of the said condemned 
prisoners. As for Lin Yao-ting, the dis- 
trict magistrate in whose yaméu is situated 
the said gaol, although he declares that he 
was at the time absent from Paoch‘eng- 
hsien on public duty, and so not respon- 
sible for the said escape, we are of the 
opinion that. he cannot excuse himself 
fromm the serious responsibility attached to 
the breaking of gaol by such a number as 
three condemned prisoners, and he ishanded 
over to the Board for the determination of 
adequate penalties, and is to be given the 
usual limit of time to effect the recapture 
of the refugees from justice, failing which 
he is to be further dealt with. 


3lst July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Fu Jun, Governor of Anhui, reports: 
that in June last the district of Tsan- 
shanhsien, was visited by a waterspout and 
floods from the mountains caused by many 
days’ incessant rain. The district is there- 
fore under water and the distress of the 
inhabitants very great, but that the local 
authorities are doing their utmost to re- 
lieve the distressed, etc. We feel deep pity 
for our suffering people of Tsanshanhsien 
and hereby command the said Governor to 
use every effort to ameliorate their dis- 
tresses. He is also commanded to devise 
means for directing the floods to tlow off 
from the inundated Jands and not allow 
our poor people to suffer from prospects of 
famine in the future. The Board concern- 
ed is also to take note thereon. 

(2) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, again memorialises upon the sub- 
ject of the dish»nesty and chicanery of 
certain othcials in charge of the Yel- 
low River Conservancy Bureau at Chao- 
chia vegetable gardens where the recent 
serious breach lately occurred, and the 
said Governor now severely denounces 
their conduct. For the crime of failing to 
get good solid mud t» fill the above breach, 
the already cashiered Colonel Hsii Tien- 
ch‘ing, who was cashiered for neglect of 
duty in not preventing the said breach, 
is further punished by being dismissed for 
ever from the public service ; nor shall he 
be allowed hereafter to rejuin the army 
for the purpose of trying to redeem his 
faults by exceptional services. With re- 
ference to the already cashiered district 
magistrate, Chang Hsio-yi, who has been 
accused of buying the necessary mud with 
ready money, his conduct is irregular and 
therefore reprehensible. He is therefove 
ordered to resign from the Conservancy 
Bureau and is exempted from further duty 
at the river breach. 

Note.—In an order like the last, the 
cashiered district magistrate loses his 
chance of getting back his official rank 
which would, according to precedent, have 
been restored to him the moment the 
breach complained of had been refilled 
and the Yellow River in that part of the’ 
country reduced to its ordinary course. 
The dismissed ex-magistrate therefore, 
will have in some indefinite time to do 
some other exceptional service in order 
to get reinstated in his former rank.— 
Translator. 

(3) Fu Jun, Governor of Anhui, de- 
nounces a military anda civil officer, the 
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-one for using illegal turtures and the other 
for possessing an effete police organisation. 
In March of this year the district of Wuhu, 
Anhui, was visited by a gang of bandits 
who pillaged a bank called the Ttung Mou 
Bank, situated outside the city walls, of a 
considerable sum of money. Li Chen-piao, 
an expectant Colonel of tle territorial 
army of the Liang Kiang provinces, in 
‘command of the military police of Wuhu, 
wrougfully arrested certain persons and 
tried by the use of illegal and cruel tortures 
to make his victims confess having partici- 
pated in the above robbery. The applica- 
tion of such illegal tortures almost brought 
the victims to death’s door, which would 
have seriously aggravated the crime of the 
said Colonel. This officer for the crime of 
placing t«o little value upon the lives of 
our people is hereby punished by being 
cashiered and dismissed the service. As 
for Li Chia-shu, the district magistrate of 
Wuhu, more than two months have elapsed 
without his having been able to either 
regain possession of any of the plunder or 
effect the arrest of a single robber. This 
shows a lamentable effeteness of his police 
machinery which must not be passed by 
unpunished. We therefore command that 
the said district magistrate be removed 
from his po-t and that the button from his 
official hat be also taken away from him. 

Note.—The T‘ung Mou Bank referred to 
above belongs to H.E. Li Han-chang, Li 
Chung-tang's elder brother. The robbers 
took away nearly Tls. 10,000 in cash and 
iu negotiable paper.—Translator. 


Ist August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Boards are commanded to de- 
liberate over the list’ of promotions re- 
commended by Kuei Nien, Police Censor 
of the Middle City and Keeper of the 
Seals, made on behalf of the gentry and 
members of the directing Boards of the 
various Fire Brigades of the Five Cities of 
Peking, for watchfulness and vigilance in 
the execution of their duties during the 
last three years. The list of names accom- 
pany this edict. 

(2) The same Police Censor further sends 
‘us a revised list in ubedience to our edict, 
of the names of deserving officers of the 
‘foreign style” drilled military police of 
the Five Cities of Peking who have dis- 
‘tinguished themselves for energy and 
vigilance in the performance of their various 
duties. The Board of War is commanded 
to deliberate on the said revised list now 
accompanying this decree. 


(3) Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the 
Hukuang provinces, sends us a report of 
the floods now inundating Yingshanhsien 
and other districts of Hupeh province. 
The districts of Yiagshanhsien, Hsiaokan- 
hsien, and Lotienhsien were visited by 4 
waterspout and mountain floods caused by 
the disastrous rains of June last, resulting 
in the sudden inundation of the said dis- 
tricts accompanied by great loss of life. 
The said Viceroy also reports that he is 
doing his best to relieve the distress and 
making provisions for the future of the 
flood refugees of the three districts, etc. 
The said Viceroy is hereby commanded to 
send trustworthy depnties to the scene of 
the floods, who shall in conjunction with 
the local authorities of Yingshanhsien, and 
the gentry of that district, devise adequate 
means for relieving the general distress. 
Methods for taking off the overflow shonld 
also be devised at once, in order to relieve 
the distressed inhabitants of any dread of 
future famine, etc. Let there be no re- 
missness in performing these uryent duties. 
As for the districts of Hsiaokan and L tien, 
which are also flooded, let a report of the 
extent of the disaster there be iinmediately 
sent up tothe Throne for reference. Haste 
should be used in performing this duty. 


2nd August. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, de- 
nounces the conduct of a cashiered ex- 
district magistrate who has again failed to 
pay back to the provincia! treasury the 
money owing by him at the time of his 
retirement from office, and that as the 
period allowed him to repay has again passed 
by without his clearing his debt of Tis. 
17,000, odd, to Government, it is recom- 
mended that the accused ex-magistrate be 
arrested and confined in prison until he 
pays up everything, and further that any 
property found in his name in his former 
post in Anyanghsien, Honan, and at his 
places of residence in Shuntienfu and in Ché- 
kiang province be confiscated by Govern- 
ment and the proceeds used to make good 
the said debt. The request is g:anted. 


3rd August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wu Shu-mei is appointed Librarian 
of the Office for the Deposit of the Ancient 
Classics. 

(2) Appointing a large number of civil 
officials to the Metropolitan and provincial 
Administrations. 

No papers of interest. 
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IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yang Ju (now Minister to the United 
‘States, Peru, Spain, and Brazil) is this day 
appointed Senior Vice-President of the 
Court of Censors. 

(2) Ch‘en Pang-jui is appointed a Sub- 
chancellor of the Grand Secretariat with 
brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 

No papers of interest. 


Sth August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 

Féng Wén-yii is appointed Chief Director 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir-Apparent. 

Note.—To-day being the beginning of 
the holidays ordered in honour of his 
Majesty the Emperor Kuang Gsii’s twenty- 
sixth birthday anniversary (see Gazette of 
the 30th ultimo), there was no transaction 
of State affairs this morning. 

6th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Yang Ju (Chinese Minister to the United 
States, Peru, Spain, and Brazil) is appoint- 
ed Vice-President of the Censorate, but as 
he is abroad let this post be held by Féng 
Wén-yii, ad interim. 

7th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Let the second son of Tsai Ying, Duke 
of the Imperial Jineage, be named P‘u Yen. 
Note.—Sons born to the Princes, Dukes, 
and nobles of the Imperial lineage are 
named by the Emperor, a practice begun 
during the reign of the Emperor Yung 
Chen in the eighteenth century.— Trans- 
lator. 
8th August. 
No papers of interest. 
9th August. 
LACK OF CIVIL OFFICIALS IN KIRIN. 


Yen Mou, Acting Tartar-General and 
Military Governor of Kirin, reports a scar- 
city of civil officials in his province, such 
as district magistrates, department magis- 
trates, and sub-prefects. With the recent 
changes made iv Kirin province by which it 
has been divided into district magistracies, 
etc., like the provinces of China Proper, 
this want of qualified officers is all the more 
felt by those at the head of government, 
hence menorialist prays that at least two 
of each having the ranks of sub-prefect, 
department magistrate, and district magis- 
trate be sent out to Kirin at an early date, 
and that also these offices be literary 


in order that they may look after the 
educational matters of the sub-prefectures 
etc., over which they are placed.—Re- 
script: Let the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments take note. 


THE JOURNEY BETWEEN PEKING AND 
KOBDO. 


Memorial of Ta Asin, Assistant Resident 
of Kobdo, Mongolia, reporting that in 
obedience to the Imperial instructions ap- 
pointing him to the above post, he started 
from Peking on the 8th of May last, travel- 
ling by Imperial Post couriers, and reached 
the city of Kobdo on the 29th of July last. 
Arrived at his destination memorialist 
found everything in a peaceful state and 
his colleague, the Imperial Resident K‘uei 
Fu, in charge of memorialist’s post also. 
He relieved him the next day.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

10th August. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


As the post of Senior prefect of Ngan- 
king, (Anching) provincial capital of An- 
huel, is of the greatest importance, let the 
Governor select the best man qualified for 
this post amengst all the substantive 
prefects of the province and let the post 
vacated by the officer of his choice be 
given to Ch‘en Wén-lu (a secretary in one 
of the Six Boards). ; 


THE FINANCIAL STRAITS OF KANSU. 


T‘ao Mu, acting Viceroy of the Shen-Kan 
provinces and de jure Governor of the New 
Dominion (Kashgaria and Kuldja), humbly 
prays that his Majesty command the Board 
of Revenue to transmit the sum of Tis, 
800,000 to Kansu for the purpose of mak- 
ing up the deficit caused by extra expenses 
incurred during the present Mahommedan 
rebellion. The expenses of Kansu pro- 
vince beginning from 1895 down to the 
present date of sending this memorial had 
been exceedingly great The Memorialist’s 
predecessor, Yang Ch‘ang-chun, who in 
two memorials asked for Tls. 1,700,000 
to pay for the expenses of the war really 
obtained Tls. 1,600,000, the balance of Tls. 
100,000 or therabouts having been sb- 
tained through the sale of reserved rice 
in the provincial granaries. The above 
xmounts, in addition to Tls. 920,000 (the 
regular income of the pr-vince contributed 
by the other provinces), aggregate Ts. 
2,500,000 odd, all of which were expended 
at the end of the 21st year of Kuang Hsii 
(the 13th of February, 1896). The actual ex- 
penses, hewever, up to that date commen- 
cing from the firing of the first shot of the 
rebellion (May, 1895), were Tls. 3,000,000, 


and over. Hence, when memorialist took 
over the acting seals of this Viceroyalty 
from Yang Ch‘ang-chun, there was actual- 
ly a deficit of Tls. 400,000 odd in the 
provincial treasury. On the 17th of May 
last memorialist asked for the sum of one 
million and ahalftaels, hoping that with 
these funds in hand he could crush the 
back of the rebellion, when there would 
consequently be less need of calling on the 
Imperial Government for more funds. But 
upon receiving the sum and paying off the 
above noted deficit of 400,000 odd, he 
found that the surplus of a little over a mil- 
lion taels disappeared in a few months after 
its receipt, in spite of the utmost economy 
wherever practicable, in obedience to 
repeated instructions from the Board of 
Revenue ‘‘to cut down expenses.” But 
memorialist, knowing the state of affairs 
amongst the Mahommedans, could not 
safely obey all the instructions of the said 
Board owing to the fact that the ad- 
herents of the rebels require the strong 
arm of the military to keep them down, 
and wherever there happened a diminu- 
tion in numbers of the garrison of a 
town there immediately arose an insurrec- 
tion amongst the people there. Again, 
the various corps now in the field such as 
those of General Tung Fu-hsiang, the 
Generalissimo; General Téng Tséng; 
General P‘an Hsiao-su; and General Ma 
Fu-lu, were all promised bounty money 
at the end of the war. Memorialist now 
urges that this bounty money be not 
denied the troops, but be given them as 
soon as possible. Furthermore, the coun- 
try lying between the sub-prefectures of 
Anping and Suchou and the southern hill 
districts is still covered with bands of 
guerillas who were separated from the 
main body of the rebels when the latter 
were defeated in the last few great 
battles. These bands will cost not only 
many mon but much time and money 
to crush and it will not be good policy 
to leave them alone, free to commit 
depredations upon the country at large. 
Hence memorialist would advise his 
Majesty not to be too eager, at present, to 
cut down expenses in Kansu or to disband 
the regimnents now in the field; and to keep 
up the presentstandard of efficiency requires 
money to be sent to memorialist as sovn as 
possible. Again, as to the expenses in- 
curred in transport, etc., when the pre- 
ceding Viceroy Yang reported that only 
Tls. 200,000 would be required for this 
item, it turned out that he was giving the 
lowest possible estimate. Yet he only got 
Tis. 100,000 sanctioned by the Board of 
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Revenue, which, of course, has proved! 
for too little. The deficit so fir has 
been made up from the public funds 
by the local magistrates through whose 
districts the immense baggage, am-- 
munition, aud grain trains destined for 
the troops in the field had to pass. 
When memorialist first came to office here, 
being a newcomer, he did not know all 
this ; but since then, he has been receiv- 
ing despatch after despatch from the 
various district magistrates, etc., applying 
for repayment of the funds advanced by 
them from the government taxes in their 
hands to pay for the food, ete., of the 
transport department passing through 
their jurisdictions It seems that over 
Tls. 400,000 have been paid out in this 
way on this item alone. As a matter of 
fact uot only the army corps of General 
Tung Fu-hsiang. the Hunan or Siang 
Corps, the Shensi Corps and the Yiik‘ai or 
Honan Corps, have to be supplied with 
food, etc., from the adjacent provinces, but 
also the 110 battalions of the local forces 
of Kansu look for their food supplies from 
places distant 1,000 i and over. All these 
require transport facilities and funds to 
pay for them. Furthermore, owing to the 
unsettled state of the country, everything 
had to be conducted on « war footing and 
this meant of course extra men and extra 
food and money. In obedience therefore to 
instructions from memorialist the Provincial 
Treasurer and the Grain Intendant have 
given a summary of expenses up to the 
end of the 6th moon (8th of August 1896), 
and it is found that the treasury owes a 
little over Tls. 800,000. Memorialist con- 
siders it to be his bounden duty to report 
the actual state of affairs to his Imperial 
Master, for he feels that trying to put a 
gloss on them would only entail fears of 
future disaster. He therefore prays that 
at least the sum of Tls. 800,000, be 
found for him and sont post haste to 
Lanchou to pay above noted deficits, 
whilst for the balance of several tens 
of thousand taels still due over and above 
this sum memorialist intends to provide 
the money by selling the reserve grain 
still lying in the government granaries. 
Memorialist, however, thinks that the 
rebellion is gradually dying out, hence 
there will not be needed so much money 
in the future, and expenses can gradually 
be curtailed and regiments reduced to a 
peace footing. After further enquiries 
memorialist finds that there is a sum equal 
to Tls. 440,000, consisting of the salaries 
of the military and civil officials of the 
province, which can be temporarily borrowed 
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Tis. 300,000, memorialist thinks he can 
tide over the present crisis for the time 
being. He prays for the sake of the good 
government and credit of the province that 
no delay be made in sending him this 
woney.—Rescript: Let the said Board de- 
liberate theieow and report to us with all 
haste. 
llth August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) K‘un Hsiu is appointed Lieutenant- 
General of the Hanchun Red Banner 
organisation. 

(2) As Fu Sén-pu is now on mourning 
leave let Sé Ling-& act as Director of the 
Imperial Mews ad interim. 

(3) Fén Ch‘é is appointed acting Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Hanchun Blue Ban- 
ner organisation during the absence of the 
said Fu Sén-pu on mourning leave. 

(4) Té K‘uei is appointed Inspector of 
the claims of the officials from the region 
outside Shanhaikuan (or eastern extremi- 
ty of the Great Wall). 

(5) We are grieved to learn of the demise 
of An Hsing-a, late Lieutenent-General of 
the Hanchun Red Banner organisation at 
the age of eighty. Letall black records 
against his name in the Boards be erased, 
and let his eldest grandson Pin Ying be 
given the rank of Secretary of one of the 
Six Boards. Let also an extraordinary 
grant be made to the family of the deceased 
officer to pay for his funeral expenses as a 
token of our griet for the loss of an old 
and valued servant. 

(6) With reference to the memorial of 
the Bureau of Court Sacrificial Worship 
stating that the 17th instant is a day set 
apart for sacrificing before the Imperial 
Ancestral tablets, let P‘u T‘ung sacrifice 
in our stead on that day. 

12th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, reports that the post of Brigadier 
General of Ts‘aochou (the most turbulent 
prefecture of Shantung.—Translator) is a 
most important one and that it is not good 
policy to allow only an acting Brigadier 
General there, etc. We therefore com- 
mand that the present incumbent, Wan 
Pén-hua, who is at present in Wuchang, 
having been retained there on special duty 
at the urgent request of the Viceroy Chang 
Chih-tung, be ordered to resign his present 
post at once and proceed with all haste to 
Shantung to take up his proper command 
in Ts‘aochou. 


(2) It having been reported to us that 
some condemned prisoners confined in the 
gaol of MHuaimouhsien, prefecture of 
Shuntienfu, have escaped from prison, we 
hereby command Sun Chia-nai, Governor 
Adjunct of Peking, to arrest the gaol- 
warden of the said district and try the 
man and his subordinates to see whether 
there have been any bribes received to 
connive at the escape of the said runaway 
criminals. The said Governor Adjunct is 
also ordered to investigate and find out 
whether the excuse made by the district 
magistrate of Huaimouhsien ‘that he was 
absent on official business when the affair 
happened ” is true or not ; but at all events 
he is to be given a certain period of time 
to recapture the runaways. 

(3) We have already received details of 
the floods in the Eastern and Western 
parts of the Imperial prefecture of Shun- 
tienfu ; but another great dis«ster has come 
from another quarter caused by the break- 
ing of the banks of the Yungting river on 
the 2nd of August, whereby the Districts 
of Wanping, Tehsing, Tungan, Wuting, 
and Yungtsing have been more or less sub- 
merged, causing terrible distress amongst 
our poor people. We therefore command 
Sun Chia-nai and his colleagues to send, 
at once, reliable deputies to the scene 
of the inundations and report thereon in 
order that urgent relief be sent to those 
in need of help fromus. The said Governor 
Adjunct is also ordered to find means of 
increasing the Charity Relief fund. We 
further command the Board of Revenue 
to notify the provinces »f Hunan, etc., to 
send up, at once, the annual appropriations 
recently ordered by us to constitute a fixed 
Famine Fund for Shuntienfu and Chihli 
province. Let there be no excuses nor 
delay in sending up this money, thereby 
causing greater distress to our suffering 
people of the inundated districts. The 
said Board is commanded to take special 
note thereon. 

(4) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Li Nien-tze, denouncing the 
lack of discipline in the battalions under 
the command of Ts‘ui Ting-kuei, Brigadier- 
General of the Kueit@ division of Honan, 
and that the said General’s son Ts‘ui 
Hung-ting, an expectant Taotai of Honan, 
had been guilty of spending the money 
destined to pay the said battalions. 
We forthwith commanded Jen Tao-jung, 
the Director-General of the Yellow River 
in Honan, to make a strict investigation 
into the above charges and report truth- 
fully to us. The report of the said officer 
is now before us in which he declares that 


the charges made against the said Brigadier- 
General are groundless, and therefore need 
not be dealt with. But as to his son, 
although the charges against him have 
not been proved, yet as he has brought 
himself into notice in such a matter 
it is a proof of his inexperience and want 
of tact. We therefore command Liu Shu- 
t‘ang, the Governor of the said province, 
to watch the said Taotai’s future con- 
duct and report to us if he be still 
found acting in an improper manner. 
Further, with reference to the said Cen- 
‘sor’s denunciation of the practice now 
prevalent of fathers and sons holding office 
in the same province, and that the same 
rules should be observed amongst military 
ofticials as in the case of civil officials, let 
the Boards of Civil Appointments and of 
War report conjointly thereon. 

(5) With reference to the memorial of 
Wang Wén-shae, Viceroy of Chihli, de- 
nouncing the officials in charge of the con- 
servation of the Yungting rives, a breach 
of which occurred on the 2nd instant, and 
asking that he also be penalised for want 
of watchfulness, etc., let the officers named 
in his memorial be handed to the Board for 
the determination of adequate penalties and 
let the said Viceroy and his subordinates 
exercise their best endeavours in making 
good the said breach. As to the villages 
which have suffered by this inundation let 
the said Viceroy send trustworthy deputies 
to the scene and distribute urgent relief to 
all who ‘stand in weed of succour. Let 
there be no delay, laziness, or dishonesty in 
an important crisis like this. 


13th August, 
THE FLOODS IN HUPEH. 


Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the Hu 
kuang provinces, reports the flooding of 
the districts of Yingshan and Hsiaokan, 
caused by the overflowing «f the banks 
of the Han and other rivers in Hupeh 
province. Fortunately no lives have been 
lost but the number of houses destroyed 
by the floods is enormous. The water 
came inside the: city walls of Lotien- 
hsien on the Anhui border and destroyed 
@ number of houses but with no loss 
of life. The memorialist has, there- 
fore, called upon the district magistrates of 
Macheng and Chiangling to contribute each 
3,000 piculs of rice, Huangkanghsien 2,000 
piculs, and Shanshui 1,000 piculs, or a total 
of 9,000 piculs to be sold at a reduced 
price to the distressed people of the various 
flouded districts who are not entirely 
destitute.—Rescript : Let the said Viceroy 
make a careful enquiry into the actual wants 
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of the inundated sufferers and report to ws 
what he has done to succour them. 


14th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ch‘ang Ming is appointed Director of 
the Office of Transmission [of decrees and 
memorials]. 


THE DIRECTORSHIP OF THE FOOCHOW 
ARSENAL. 

Pien Pao-chuan, Viceroy of Min-Ché and 
late Director of the Foochow Arsenal and 
naval dockyard, etc., reports that he has 
received a telegram from the Grand Council 
in obedience to instructions of his Majesty 
ordering the memorislist to hand over the 
seals of the said arsenal to Yii Lu, Tartar- 
General of Foochow, who had been ap- 
pointed to succeed memorialist to the said 
post. On the second day after receipt of 
the said decree memorialist instructed the 
Vice-Director Yang Chen-yi to carry the 
seals of office over to the said Tartar-Gene- 
ral and memorialist has now to report that 
on the 18th of July last he gave up all 
responsibility as regards the said post.— 
Rescript : Noted. 


15th August. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will proceed to-morrow 
morning to the mausoleum erected to con- 
tain the ‘‘ golden” coffin of her late high- 
ness the Princess Chun, mother of the 
Emperor, and there sacrifice to her high- 
ness’s manes. After this ceremony his 
Majesty will return to the Lake Palace 
where the Court will be held until further 
notice. 


THE JUDGESHIP OF FUKIEN. 

Pien Pao-chuan, Viceroy of Min-Ché, 
reports that Chang Tséng-yi, the new 
Provincia} Judge of Fukien, in accordance 
with etiquette resigned his post «n the 
13th of July last in order to go up for his 
audience with his Majesty before taking 
over his seals permanently. The mem- 
orialist has therefore appointed Chou 
Lien, (Amoy Taotai), Intendaut of the 
Hsing Chuan-yung Circuit of Fukien, 
to act as Provincial Judge ad interim, 
and the Expectant Taotai Yang Chih-chung 
has therefore been sent to Amoy to take 
Chou Lien’s place until the latter comes 
back to that port. Memorialist has already 
reported the matter to the Board of Civil 
Appointments and asks his Majesty’s 
approval thereon.—Rescript: Let the said 
Bvard take note. : 
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16th August. 
COURT CIRCULAR 


His Majesty will proceed tomorrow 
morning, after the transaction of State 
-affairs, to the Chianfu Palace where worship 
will be made before the sacred portraits 
of the Imperial Ancestors, after which his 
Majesty returns !o the Lake Palace. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Decree granting the request of Fu 
Jun, Governor of Anhui, cashiering, remo- 
ving from office, or degrading a number of 
district magistrates and petty ofticials of 
Anhui province, accused of various mis- 
demeanours or lack of ability in the execu- 
tion of their several duties. 


(2) We have received the memorial of 
Li Hung-tsao, reporting that althongh the 
leave of absence granted him is about to 
expire, ‘his maladies have not yet been healed 
and praying to be allowed to resign from 
office, etc. ‘here is no necessity of Li Hung- 
tsao to resign his post, and he is given 
another month to attend to his maladies. 
We hereby command Hsii Ying-k‘uei to 
act as President of the Board of Rites 
during Li Hung-tsao’s absence un leave. 


17th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We have received the memorial of 
Fu Jun, Governor of Anhui, reporting that 
his leave of absence is about to expire with- 
out his getting any better and therefore 
praying to be allowed to resign and return 
to his Banner Reservation to recuperate 
his health, etc., His request is granted 
and Fu Jun is permitted to resign the 
Governorship of Anhui. 


(2) Let the commoner Lu Ping-t‘ang of 
Hupeh, who personally appealed to us for 
protection during the progress of the Im- 
perial cortéye this morning, be handed 
over to the Board of Punishments which is 
hereby commanded to make strict investiga- 
tion into his case. 

(3) Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, 
reports that » certain Li Hung, late acting 
district magistrate of Yiich‘enghsien, who 
owed certain taxes to government collected 
by him during his tenure of office, has 
recently died without making good his 
deficit, and praying that his family be 
arrested and hie property confiscated in the 
eventof their not making good the said debt. 
We herely authorise the said Governor to 
make the said arrest and also to confiscate 
any property standing in the defaulting 
officer's name in Shuntienfu, Kaiféngfu, or 
Yiichenghsien in order that the debt of 


Tls. 2,700, odd, be made good to the pro- 
vincial treasury without delay. 


18th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Chi Héng is appointed Inspector of the 
affairs of the Hanchun Bordered Yellow 
Banner organisation. 

No papers of interest. 


19th August. 
IWPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Sung Peh-lu, recommending 
the establishment of extra soup and rice 
gruel stations in the suburbs of Peking, 
we have already deputed Wang Wén-shao 
and Sun Chia-nai to make all haste in re- 
porting the exact amount of distress caused 
by the recent floods round about the 
capital. We, hereby, once more urge upon 
the said ofticers the necessity of getting a 
true report of the distress in the afflicted 
districts in order that our poor people 
may not suffer through want of proper 
attention of the government whose duty it 
is to protect them. 

(2) The Board of Punishments is com- 
manded to deliberate upon another me- 
merial by the same Censor praying that in 
the case of suits sent up to the said Board 
for adjudication by the Police Censors of 
the five cities of Peking, should there be 
insufficient testimony such cases should be 
sent back to the courts of the said Censors 
for re-trial, instead of the present practice 
of summoning Police magistrates to appear 
at the said Board to testify or corroborate 
evidence, etc. 

(3) Téng Hua-hsi, Provincial Treasurer 
of Kiangnan, is hereby promoted to the 
post of Governor of Anhui, vice Fu Jun re- 
signed, 

(4) The Governor of Shantung is hereby 
commanded to investigate into the charges 
made against the administration of the 
Yellow River in that province by the 
Censor Sung Ch‘i-lu, and if he finds them 
true to do his best to remedy them. The 
ten rules to guide him suggested by the 
said Censor are hereby transmitted to the 
said Governor for his guidance. 


20th August. 
IMPEKIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Grand Secretary and Comptroller- 
General of the Affairs of the Board of 
Civil Appointments, Chang Chih-wan, re- 
ports for the third time that although the 
extra leave of two months is about to 
expire his maladies are none the better, and 
therefore prays that he be permitted to 
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retire into private life and that a successor 
be appointed in his stead in order that the 
affairs of the said Board over which he is 
Comptroller-General may not suffer through 
his absence from office, etc. In reply, we 
hereby grant to Chang Chih-wan another 
extended leave of absence for two months 
there being no necessity for his resigning 
his present posts. 

(2) Nieh Chih-kuei, Provincial Judge of 
Chékiang, is hereby promoted to the post 
of Provincial Treasurer of Kiangsu, vice 
Téng Hua-hsi appointed Governor of Anhui. 
The post of Provincial Judge of Chékiang 
is hereby given to Ting Chun. 

(3) Since the month of July up to the 
present, we have had constant and dis- 
astrous rains causing the Yungting river to 
overflow its banks and flooding a large 
extent of country within the Imperial 
prefecture of Shuntienfu and the pro- 
vince of Chihli. Our poor people have 
therefore suffered untold miseries by 
the inundations, and have been ec om- 
pelled to forsike their homes and ancestral 
fields and wander in quest of food. Truly a 
pitiable picture deserving our most pro- 
found sympathy. We therefore command 
that 50,000 piculs of the Kiangsu Tribute 
rice via the Grand Canal and 50,000 piculs 
from Kiangpeh by the same route be 
stopped at ‘Tientsin while en route for the 
Imperial granaries at North Tungchow in 
order to be sent on the distressed districts 
by the shortest route possible. As for the 
freight saved by this method let the money 
be also detained at Tientsin and applied 
to succour those most urgently needing 
aid. Furthermore we hereby command 
Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, Sun 
Chia-nai, Governor Adjunct, and Hu Yi- 
féng, Governor, respectively, of Peking, 
to send trustworthy deputies to the vari- 
ous inundated districts, find out what 
rabies only need partial assistance and then 

ispose of the 100,000 piculs of Tribute rice 
apportioned by the decree to relieve the 
inundated districts according to their 
several wants. Let there be no dishonesty 
in the present crisis and let each person do 
his best to deserve the confidence placed 
in him by the Throne so that the Imperial 
desire to succour all our distressed subjects 
be fulfilled in its entirety. 


21st August. 
THE NEW COPPER CASH OF KIANGSU. 
Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang-Kiang 
provinces, states that in his opinion the 
copper cash struck by the foreign ma- 
chinery in the Canton Mint, of a uniform 
weight of eight fén or eight-tenths of a 


candarin, is too heavy and apt to tempt 
counterfeiters to melt down this money 
and coin lighter cash which can _ easily 
pass muster in the markets. To re- 
medy this memorialist when sending a 
lot of copper and spelter to Canton to be 
made into cash by the foreign machinery 
there, sought to consult with the Board of 
Revenue and get its sanction to authorise 
the lessening of the Canton weight to 
seven fén or one-tenth of a candarin less 
which could pass current easily in the 
Liang-Kiang provinces. To this the said 
Board replied that in view of the fact that 
the Kuangtung authorities make their 
cash eight fén in weight and recently 
Chang Chih-tung had been making cash in 
Hupeh province six fén in weight owing 
to the dearness of copper and spelter 
in the foreign markets, and now that me- 
morialist wishes to make his cash seven 
fén in weight, the confusion would be too 
great and the confidence of the traders and 
common people would be lost, on whose 
behalf the present cash are being struck 
to relieve their wants, etc. As memorialist 
acknowledges the maxim laid down by the: 
said Board that cash is struck for cir- 
culation in the markets to remove the- 
present tension and to relieve the masses, 
he also thinks that the weight recom- 
mended by him would be the best way 
to relieve such tension. For, by making 
the seven fén weight the minimum, 
counterfeiters would not find it profit- 
able to melt the new money down, as 
they could not then make their cash of 
such a weight as to pass current with the 
people and at the same time henefit 
themselves. The great point is to have 
cash of a specific weight to pass as legal 
tender and yet be of such a weight as to be- 
unprofitable to people who should desire 
tomeltitdown. This, memorialist thinks, 
can be gained by adopting the seven fén 
weight, not only on the above grounds but 
also on motives of economy owing to the 
high prices ruling in the markets for 
copper and spelter, which must at present 
be obtained from abroad. Any greater 
weight would tempt connterfeiters, as 
has been and is now the case with the 
Canton-made cash, which in spite of the 
great quantities turned out yearly yet keeps 
growing less and less in quantity, whereas 
cash of lesser weight does not obtain thecon- 
fidence of the public throughout the whole 
empire. Hence memorialist would beg to 
persist in coining his new cash in Canton 
at the seven fén weight as a standard which 
he would also recommend to be done by 
the other provincial authorities, Although 
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strict watch is kept for counterfeiters, who 
when captured are sentenced to the ex- 
treme penalty of the law, yet they keep con- 
tinually cropping up to the detriment of 
the general trade in the interior.—Rescript : 
—Let the Board of Revenue report thereon. 


22nd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chéng En-chan is appointed Censor 
of the Hukuang Circuit. 

(2) Appeinting a number of officials to 
the metropolitan and provincial administra- 
tions. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will proceed to-morrow 
morning to the Imperial Ancestral Tablets 
and to the temple of Imperial Longevity 
to pay obeisance, after which the Court 
will return to the Lake Palaces. 

No papers of interest. 


23rd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
reports that the 9th of September will be 
the anniversary of the birthday of the 
God of Literature; let Hsit Ch‘eng-yao 
sacrifice at the rear altars of the said god, 
and P‘u Ching at the principal altars on 
that day. 

(2) The same Court reports that the 11th 
proximo will be the birthday anniversary 
of the Sage and First Teacher Confucius 
(K‘ung Fu-tze). Let Jung Lu, President 
of the Board of War, sacrifice at the prin- 
cipal altar on that day in our stead, and let 
two officers of the Hanlin Academy sacrifice 
at the minor altars in each side court. 

(3) On the same day let Chang K‘uan 
sacrifice at the altars of the temple for the 
propagation of the Sacred Religion (2.e. 
Confucianism). 

(4) The 12th proximo being the day set 
apart for the autumnal sacrifices before 
the dynastic altars, we will go ourselves 
personally to the said shrine to perform 
sacrificial worship on that day. 

(5) Prince Tsai Hsiin is hereby com- 
manded to sacrifice in our stead at the 
temple of Kuanti on the 18th of September 
next; Ch‘ing Fu will sacrifice at the 
rear altars. 

(6) The 22nd of September next being the 
commencement of the autumnal season, the 
Prince of Chéng is hereby commanded to 
sacrifice at the altar of the Moon on that 
day and K‘un Usin is commanded to 
sacrifice at the minor altars. 

(7) Li Shan is commanded to sacrifice at 
the temple of the Dragon god of Lake 
K‘unming on the 24th proximo, and 


(8) Chi Hsiu is commanded to sacrifice. 
at the Hui Chi temple of the Dragon god 
of the river on the same day. 


24th August. 


THE TROOPS OF HEILUNGCHIANG. 


Tséng Ch‘i, Tartar-General and Military 
Governor of Heilungchiang, reports that 
when he reviewed the troops under his 
jurisdiction lately he found that they had 
been most irregularly drilled. It was like 
child’s play, while they still adhered to the: 
old plan of the bow and arrow and old- 
fashioned muskets which could not carry 
far. During the rebellion of the Nienfeis 
and Red Turbans the Heilungchiang, or 
Tartar cavalry, did well with these arms 
and carried victory with them whenever 
they met the rebels, owing to which no. 
changes in drilling or firearms were made 
to this day. But, with the experience 
gained by the late war, it has been demon- 
strated that foreign troops carried most 
superior weapons and sent their bullets to 
a considerable distance, against which the- 
present arms of the Heilungchiang troops 
could not make the least show of resisting. 
Although the Kiangsu brigade in Heilung- 
chiang are armed with Mausers they only 
number a little over 7,000 men, whereas 
there are over 11,000 Tartar troops under 
their Manchu Commanders in Heilung- 
chiang who are armed in the old fashion 
and would be worse than useless in actual. 
warfare. If all these were armed with 
new far-carrying rifles the exchequer is too. 
empty to pay the cost, hence memorialist 
aftér delivering an address before the 
Manchu Commandants proposed to them: 
to use the ¢‘ait‘siang or two-men gingal, 
portioning three men to each gun, %.e., 
one man to carry the gun at the muzzle, 
one man to fire it, and a third with the 
ammunition and armed‘ with a sword to 
guard the other two while at work. As 
the gingals now lying in the Taitsihar 
arsenal are of the old-fashioned make, 
which require the rope fusee, and are use- 
less in rainy weather, memorialist proposed 
to manufacture new t‘aitsang, after 
the Kiangsu model, loaded in the breach 
with cartridge. This innovation being 
unanimously approved of by the said 
Commandants, memorialist would now ask 
the consent of the Throne to arm the 
troops of the Heilungchiang with the é‘at- 
ts‘iang and proposes to raise the funds ne- 
cessary for manufacturing them and the 
ammunition required for them.—Rescript : 
Noted. 
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25th August, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ma Chen-shan is appointed Major 
Commandant of the Right battalion of the 
Viceregal yuards of Szechuan, and Chang 
Tien-yuan is appointed to 4 similar post in 
the Kueilin battalion of Kuangsi. 

(2) With reference t» the report of the 
breaking of gaol of a condemned prisoner 
in the district of Ts‘aghsien, Shantung, we 
hereby command that the gaol-warden Liu 
Ting-kuei be forthwith cashiered and that 
Li Ping-heng, the Governor of the province, 
do hereby arrest the said gaol-warden and 
his subordinates and place them under trial 
to see whether any bribery has been used 
to buy them into loosening the bonds and 
fetters of the said prisoner in order to 
facilitate his escape from the laws. With 
regard to the excuse made by Ts‘ao Ch‘i- 
sheng, the District Magistrate of Ts-aohsien, 
that he was absent from his yamén on 
official business at the time of the escape, 
Jet the said Governor enquire into the truth 
of the plea and at the same time give 
the said magistrate a certain period of time 
to recapture the escaped prisoner, failing 
which he is to be denounced to the Throne 
and degraded according to law. 

OPIUM AND TEA LIKIN IN HONAN. 

Liu Shu-tang, Governor of Honan, re- 
ports the amount of likin on opium and 
tea collected in his province during the 
half-year beginning ftom the 7th moon to 
the 12th moon (inclusive) of the last, 7.¢., 
2ist year of the reign of Kuang Hsii. 
According to the report of the Provinciai 
Treasurer and Likin Bureau there was 
collected during the half year under review 
the sum of Tis. 32,798, odd, for likin on 
opium and Tis. 1.305 likin on tea. This 
report is in accordance with instructions 
from the Throne to send in semi-annual 
summaries of the likin on the two products 
named herein callected in Honan province. 
—Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue take 
note, 

26th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Yun Yii-ting is appointed Senior 
Director of the Supervisorate of Instruction 
of the Heir-Apparent and Kao Keng-én is 
appointed Junior Director of the same 
institution. ; 

(2) Kung Chao-yuan (Minister to Great 
Britain) is promoted to the post of Vice- 
President of the Imperial Clan Court. 


TURBULENT COUNTRYMEN IN KUANGSI. 


Shih Wien-tsu, Governor of Kuangsi, 
reports that the people of Kuangsi province 


have always been most prone to delay in 
paying their land taxes to the district 
magistrates, but none of them have been 
so reckless and turbulent as the people of 
Lingchuanhsien belonging to the provincial 
capital, and distant only a faw miles from 
Kueilin, The taxes of this district amount 
to Tls. 16,500 odd, and 7,200 piculs of rice 
for the troops annually, From time im- 
memorial only three-fifths at most of these 
taxes have heen collected each year, and 
when any attempt is made !o collect more 
by the local authorities the turbulence of 
the people verges on rebellion. Knowing 
the character of the people of Kuangsi 
when memorialist took over his seals, he 
determined to teach them a lesson and so 
chose the most turbulent uf them, those 
belonging to the district of Lingchuanhsien. 
So memorialist ordered the magistrate of 
the said district to press for the extra taxes 
due by the people under hia: which amount- 
ed in the aggregate toa very large sum. On 
the 11th of July last the said magistrate 
and a deputy from the provincial capital 
went tothe most turbulent of all the wards 
to collect the arrears, and they were inst- 
antly attacked by the people. Subsequently 
several arrests were made and the offenders 
lodged in gaol ; but the same night a large 
gang broke into the prisonand carried away 
the prisoners. All this was not done with- 
out bloodshed and several runners were 
killed in the conflict which ensued. This 
being reported to the memorialist he 
immediately sent troops.to the scene of 
disturbance and there arrested several of the 
ringleaders of the émeute whom memorialist 
after due trial executed on the spot. There 
are some important persons who headed 
the riot still at large but memorialist has 
seht out troops in search of them, and 
these will also be executed upon capture 
in order that terror may be struck into 
the hearis of these turbulent people. As 
for the rest of tho district as aoon as they 
saw that the authorities were in earnest 
they quieted down and announced their 
willingness to pay -up all arrears within a 
specified time.—Rescript: Let strict search 
be made for all the offenders in order that 
the. laws may be vindieated. The Board of 
Punishments is commanded to take note. 


27th August, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Wo-erh-ch‘ing-ngeh, the Censor, pre- 
sents a memorial praying that the Rifle 
Brigade of the Peking Field Force be made 
up to its full strength, and the necessary 
supplies.in food and money be appropriated 
for that purpose, etc. The Princes and 
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high officers of the Crown in charge of the 
said Brigade are hereby ordered to consult 
over the matter in conjunction with the 
Board of Revenue and report to us. 


DISBANDMENT OF THE YiiK‘AI BRIGADE. 


Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, re- 
ports that he has received a despatch from 
General Lu Chén-huai announcing that 
in obedience to an Imperial edict order- 
ing the disbandment of the Honan con- 
tingent to Kansu consequent on the 
suppression of the Mahommedan rebellion 
in that province, the said General, whose 
men mostly consisted of natives of Honan 
and Shensi, has successively paid them off 
at various towns while en route npon the re- 
turn journey from Kansu to Honan. In 
this way there has been no unnecessary de- 
lay or disturbance in the discharge of 
these duties.-—Rescript: Noted. 


28th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


E-k‘o-tang-2, Tartar General of Féngtien 
and Military Governor of Moukden, reports 
that on the 20th and 2ist of July last 
disastrous rains accompanied by tidal-waves 
visited the district of Antung, in the 
vicinity of Tatungk‘ou, (Yalu River) in 
consequence «f which both Antunghsien 
and Tatungkou were inundated, the houses 
of the inhabitants undermined, and many 
lives lost through the falling of the houses, 
‘The memorialist further reports that he 
made no delay in sending succour to relieve 
the distressed people of these districts, but 
we, fully sympathising with the ruin already 
suffered by these people during the late 
war, and now by the visitation of the flood, 
desire to give vent to our feelings of sym- 
pathy in a special manner, and hereby give 
urgent commands to the said memorialists 
to render every aid possible and let nota 
single sufferer have cause to complain of 
the relief administered by the govern- 
ment, With reference to a postscript 
memorial by the same officer reporting the 
overflow of the banks of the Liao river in 
the vicinity of Haich‘eng and east and west 
of Mékonying, causing similar disasters to 
the inhabitants thereof, and the visitation 
of floods in the district of Kaiping (Liao- 
tung Peninsula), we hereby command that 


special relief shall be given to the sufferers, , 
and that the Board of Revenue be hereby. 


notified to sanction all expenditures ‘in 
connection with the relief dispensed in the 
said province. 

(2) Chung Lin is 
President of the Board of Works in the 


appointed Vice-. 


ancient capital of 
province. 


(3) The Censor Hsiu Lin and _ his 
colleagues complain of the effete condition 
of the police organisations of the five cities 
of Peking and pray that an edict be issued 
commanding that the old regulations in 
connection therewith be strictly observed by 
the police magistrates of the said five cities. 
Now the regulations noted herein command 
that all cases of murder and robbery 
perpetrated within the precincts of the five 
cities aforesaid should be reported regularly 
to the Censors in charge of the Shantung 
Circuit of the Court of Censors, and the 
said Censors are obliged to see to it that 
search be properly made for the criminals 
concerned in such cases. But of late years, 
in order to escape the chance of being 
denounced to the Throne, the police magis- 
trates of the five cities invariably fail to 
report such cases to the Censors of the 
Circuit, insomuch that the latter have no 
means of finding out the statistics of crime, 
etc.,in the capital. Thisshvuld not be allow- 
ed, nor is it the proper way of managing 
the police orgauisations of the capital. We 
hereby command the memorialists to give 
special order prohibiting a recurrence of the 
things complained of above, and that every 
case of murder or robbery be faithfully 
reported to them in accordance with the 
regulations laid down in preceding reigns. 
Failing observation thereof the Censors are 
commanded to report such delinquents to 
the Throne for the administration of con- 
dign and severe punishment. 


(4) The same Censor prays that a new 
regulation be made ordaining that only 
literary graduates of the higher grades be 
made eligible for the post of police magis- 
trate of the first class in the five cities of 
the capital, etc. With reference to the 
above, let the Board of Civil Appointments 
consult thereon and report to us. 


(5) The Mongolian Superintendency re- 
ports the death in battle of Né-mu-hsi-li, 
the Mongol Prince (4th Order) of Ts‘inghai 
(Lake Kokonor), while opposing an incur- 
sion into his territory of a large band of 
Mahommedan rebels. We are deeply 
grieved at the receipt of the above message, 
and as a token of our appreciation of the 
gallant services of the deceased Prince we 
hereby command, as an act of special 
grace, that his funeral obsequies be con- 
ducted on a scale equal to that granted by 
law to Princes of the 2nd Order. The 
money grant is also to be given to the 
family of the deceased Prince on a com- 
mensurate scale. ; 
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29th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Yang Yi-ch‘ih is appointed Counsellor 
of the Office of Transmission of State 
Memorials. 


SPECIAL ESTATES GRANTED TO THR 
DESCENDANT OF CONFUCIUS. 


Li Yi, hereditary Sacred Duke of Yen 
(lineal decendant of the Sage Confucius’, 
returns thanks for the special estates given 
to him by the grace of H.I.M. the Emperor. 
In December, 1894, Wang Yi-jung, a 
Recorder of the Hanlin Academy, reported 
to the Throne that the estates granted to 
the Sacred Dukes of Yen, as lineal descen- 
dants of the Sage, had greatly deteriorated 
by succeeding floods and the lapse of cen- 
turies, in consequence of which the revenues 
of the family had enormously declined, 
which was a disgrace to the country and 
militated against the honour that should 
be due to the sacred family, etc. By his 
Majesty's special grace the Board of 
Revenue was commanded to deliberate 
upon the question how to repair the de- 
clining revenues of the Dukedom, and 
communication upon the subject was 
accordingly opened between the said Board 
and the Viceroy of the Liangkiang and the 
Governors of Kiangsu and Shantung, re- 
spectively. (Note. The greater part of 
the estates granted to the Kung family 
are in Kiangsu province, while the ances- 
tral home and temple of the descendants 
of Confucius are in Shantung province, 
district of Ch‘iinfu. Translator.) Accord- 
ing to the records of the family, principal 
grants were made in the 3rd year of the 
reign of Yuan Chih, of the Mongol dynasty 
of Yuan (13th centnry) which consisted of 
sixty ch‘ing of rice fields in Tsinchiachuang, 
district of P‘eihsien, Kiangau (one ch‘ing 
equals 100 mow of land), and 3,000 ‘‘great” 
mow of land in the village of Tiaoyangli, in 
the same province (one ‘‘ great” mow of 
land is equal to 3 mow of land in Kiangsu), 
or in all some 15,000 mow of land. In the 
course of centuries owing to the exig- 
encies of war, disturbances, famines, 
etc., these 15,000 mow of land were 
successively usurped by the local au- 
thorities to the exclusion of their holders. 
By a decree of the Emperor Tung Chih in 
1868, eight ch‘ing, or 800 mow, were 
returned to the then Duke of Yen, 
leaving still a balance of 14,200 mow due 
to the family. The Board of Revenue there- 
fore suggested that ‘‘the revenue, esti- 
mated at so many piculs of rice per year be 
granted to the present Duke in lieu of land, 
and that a collector deputed by the said 


Duke go annually to the Hsiichow Taotai 
(Kiangsu, near the Yellow River), to draw 
its equivalent in money, in order to make 
good the revenues of the said Dukedom.” 
This being graciously permitted by his 
Majesty, the memorialising Duke hereby 
returns humble thanks to the Throne for 
the honour and protection hereby granted 
by the Imperial sovereigns of the Ta Tsing 
dynasty.—Rescript: Noted. 

30th August. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Ting-hsiao, prefect of Kiangning, 
is hereby appointed to the Taotaiship of 
the An-lu-ch‘u-ho Intendancy of Anhui. 

(2) Ké Lu-tai is appeinted Brigade- 
General of the Manchu garrison of Alat‘su- 
ha, Mongolia. 

(3) Lu. Pao-ching is appointed Vice- 
Director of the Supervisorate of Instruction 
of the Heir Apparent. 

(4) With reference to the denunciations 
of the Supervising Censor Wén Ho, ac- 
cusing the late Fu Ho, Brigade-General of 
Alat‘suha, of extortion and the use of 
illegal tortures, etc., and his being found 
guilty of such acts by Yen Mow, acting 
Tartar-General of Kirin, the said late Bri- 
gade-General should by rights have 
been cashiered and otherwise punished 
for these crimes, but, in consideration of 
his record for bravery in fighting the 
enemy (Japanese) lately, and as he is now 
dead, we will, as a token of extra grace, 
take no further notice of the matter, but 
his nephew and subordinates implicated in 
the accusations are hereby cashiered and 
dismissed the service. 


31st August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch'i Hsiu’and Chin Sing are hereby 
commanded to superintend the horse and 
foot archery of the candidates for the 
literary degree of licentiate of Manchu 
students. 

(2) En Lun is appointed Proctor over 
the same examinations. 

(3) As the post of prefect of Kiangning, 
vacated by Li Ting-hsiao on promotien, ig 
one of great importance, let the Viceroy 
and Governor of Kiangsu choose the man 
best suited for the post amongst the sub- 
stantive prefects of the province, and let 
Liu Ming-yii be appointed to the prefecture 
thus vacated by the prefect of their choice. 

(4) The Viceroy of Shen-Kan is hereby 
commanded to arrest the gaol-warden of 
Shuchou, Kansu, and his subordinates for 
permitting the escape of a condemned 
prisoner and to find out whether any bribery 
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has been used in the cise. Liao Ju-jao, 
sub-prefect of Shuchu, is hereby also handed 
to the Board for determination of adequate 
penalties in connection with the said 
escape and a limit of time granted him for 
the recapture of the escaped prisoner. 


1st September. 


IMPERIAL DECREES,. 


(1) Ch‘i Hsiu and his colleagues have 
presented a memorial denouncing the 
superintendents of certain of the Imperial 
granaries for mixing and deteriorating to 
an unprecedented degree the rice rations 
supplied to some of the Banner regiments 
at the capital. It appeais that when the 
doors of the New South Granary were 
opened the other day to distribute the rice 
rations due troops of the Bordered Yellow 
Mongol Banner Corps, the grain given out 
was of such mean and dirty quality as 
scarcely to be eatable, in consequence of 
which the Captain-General of the said 
Banner had no other recourse but to hand 
in a sample of the grain mixed with dirt 
and husks (to give weight) tu the memo- 
tialists. It transpired also that when 
remonstratead with, the Manchu superin- 
tendent, Kuang Jui, returned most un- 
reasonxble answers, plainly showing that 
dishonesty had been at work and that 
the good rice of the troops had been 
basely exchanged for uneatable grain 
which did not legitimately belong to the 
yranary in question, etc. With reference 
to the above we hereby command the 
meinorialists (Vice-Presidents or Comptrol- 
Jers of the Imperial granaries in Peking 
and Tungchow) tomake astrictinvestigation 
into the circumstances and the condition 
of the rice when distributed to the Banner 
troops and report truthfully to us the 
result. ‘hey are also to see to it that the 
usual distributions to the other Banner or- 
ganisations (Manchu, Mongol, and Chinese) 
be gone on with as usual and not stopped 
or interfered with on account of the pre- 
sent trouble, so that our troops may not 
suffer from loss of their rations. Another 
point to be investigated is why the Cuptain- 
General of the said Bordered Yellow 
Mong»! Banner corps merely mentioned 
the name of the Manchu superintendent 
of the granary, Kuang Jui. Where 
was then his colleague, the Chinese super- 
intendent, at the time? Let the truth be 
reported to us without delay so that the 
guilty may be forthwith punished according 
to their deserts. : 

(2) Let all the Princes, Ministers, and 
officers uf our Court who shall be on duty 


at the Palace on the 4h i-stant appear in 
full Court costume on that day. 


WARLIKE STORES REQUIRED FOR FUKIEN. 


Pien Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of Min-Ché, 
requests permission to provide for the use 
of the land and naval forces of Fukien 
province and the various forts therein for 
the year 1896 certain warlike stores which 
are yearly required there. The stores 
required are cement, saltpetre, gunpowder, 
cartridges, wadding, fusees, oil cloths, 
paint, etc., which are generally purchased 
from foreign traders. The usual plan is to 
send in an estimate yearly to the Throne 
stating the amount of movey that will be 
required for the above purchases; but 
owing to the great fall of exchange and the 
variability of the market prices at different 
times no one can tell exactly the amount of 
money that will be required for the purpose 
above named. Hence memorialist prays 
to be allowed henceforth to send deputies 
to Shanghai, Hungkong, and Foochow to 
consult with the foreign merchants of 
those ports as to the prices demanded 
for the above warlike stores in bulk, and 
having made the purchases, send in his 
report to the Throne in order to avoid loss 
of time, as while awaiting permission trom 
Peking prices may advance and what was 
feasible at the time of memorialisation 
would be impracticable when the authorisa- 
tion to buy shall have arrived. Hence the 
nbove suggestions which his Majesty is 
requested tu give his consent to.—Reseript : 
Let the Board of Revenue report thereon. 


2nd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Prince Na Yen-t‘s (Mongol Prince . 
of thy Ist Order) is hereby appointed to be 
Chie! Superintendent of Octroiat the Chung- 
wén Gate of Peking, and Kang Yi, Vice- 
President of the Boa:d of Civil Appoint- 
ments, is appointed Vice-Superintendent 
under Prince Na Yen-t‘a. & 

(2) Kuei Ch‘ang is appointed Vice- 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial 
Worship. As for Shen Tséng-chih, Chi 
Shih-min, and Chang Tsu-mu, Ist-class 
probationary Secretaries «f the Boards of 
Punishments, Revenue, and War, respec- 
tively, who passed first-class examinations 
before us, they are to be confirmed in their 
present posts. Wang Fang-ching, proba- 
tionary of the Grand Secretariat, is also 
hereby confirmed in his post. Yen Hui, 
2nd-class Tutor of the Imperial Academy, 
is hereby appointed 1st-class Tutor of the 
said institution. 


THE TREASURERSHIP AND JUDGESHIP OF 
; KIANGSU. 


Chao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiangsu, 
begs to announce to the Throne that in 
consequence of the promotion of Téng 
Hua-hsi, Treasurer of Lower Kiangsu, to 
the Governorship of Anhui, vice Fu Jun, 
retired, pending appointment by the Throne 
the vacancy at Soochow has heen tempor- 
arily filled by Wu Cheng-lu, Provincial 
Judge, to be Treasurer ad interim, while 
the Judgeship thus vacated has been tem- 
perarily given by the memorialist to Lu 
‘Yuan-ting, Kiangsu Grain Intendant, who 
will take charge of both offices at the same 
time.—Rescript : Noted. 


3rd September. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


At ten o'clock to-morrow morning his 
Majesty will proceed to the Yinghsin gate 
of the Palace to bid prostrate adieu to 
H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager who will 
start for Eho Park for a short stay there. 

The whole of this day’s Gazette is orcu- 
pied by th« memorial of Wang Wén-shao, 
Viceroy of Chihli, in obedience to secret 
instructions of the Throne to find out 
whether it is true that the sub-prefects and 
department and district magistrates of the 
province cruelly impose on and extort from 
the people under them, on the pretext of 
collecting government tolls and free labour 
from the people for Imperial Mausolea, Pa- 
lace requirements, etc. This was due toa 
denunciatory memorial by a Censor who 
declared that the people of Chihli were so 
down-trodden and imposed upon by ofticial- 
dom and the local authorities as to require 
stringent and drastic measures to prevent 
ultimate disaster and the utter collapse of 
the entire province. Thé memorial con- 
tains a long list of the various sums and 
requirements named absve sanctioned by 
previous edicts which have been posted 
throughout the province for the informa- 
tion of the inhabitants, with permission to 
all of them to make complaint to the high 
provincial authorities if they find that they 
have been submitting to extortionate 
demands on the part of the local mandarins, 
ttc. Certain ameliorating suggestions are 
also made to assist the people and are 
consented to by the Throne. 


4th September. 

Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
reports that all along the line where the 
Yellow River passes his province is in 
a peaceful state owing to the vigilance 
exercised by those in charge. The recent 
breach at Chaochiachuang has also been 
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repaired after much arduous labour and 
great expense.—Rescript ; Noted. 
No other news of interest. 


5th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the President of the Mongolian Superin- 
tendency reporting the death at the capital 
of a member of the Tribute Mission of the 
King of.the Goorkhas (Kno-erh-kha Wang) 
namely, the death of the Vice-Ambassador 
Sa-ta-erh-chiin-ta-pi-jéh-chi-ya-tsa-han-chi- 
yéh-ti-jéh, we hereby command as an 
extra mark of grace, that the sum of 
Tis. 200 be given from the Privy Purse 
to the deceased officer’s family. 

(2) The Censor En P‘u reports that upon 
a vacancy occurring, recently, amongst the 
Manchu Censors, the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments broke the regulations by pre- 
seuting to the Throne a member of the 
Imperial Clan as a candidate for the vacant 
post and requests that the infraction be 
remedied. The said Board is hereby 
commanded to investigate the matter and 
report to us. 


6th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


The Board of Civil] Appointments is 
hereby commanded to report on the list of 
names presented by Lien Sheng, the Police 
Censor of the Eastern city, on behalf of 
certain of the gentry and police officers of 
the said city requesting thit rewards be 
given to them for their public spirit and 
energy in effecting the capture of a large 
number of disreputable chnracters and 
robbers hitherto infesting the said city. 
The list is hereby appended to thiy edict. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty the Emperor will proceed 
to-morrow morning, after the transaction 
of State Affairs, to Eho Park to pay a 
visit of enquiry to H.I.M. the Empress- 
Dowager. 

7th September. 
THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE SOOCHOW 
SILK LOOMS, 

The Comptrollers-General of the Impe- 
rial Household Department report that the 
term of office of Chuang Chien, who was at 
the time of his appointment as Superinten- 
dent of the government silk looms at Soo- 
chow, on the 17th day of the 10th moon of 
last year, a Secretary of the Imperial Clan 
Court, will expire on the 16th day of the 
10th moon of this year (20th November 
1896.) As the abovenamed office is only 
for a year and the appointees are chosen 
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4rom ofiicers belonging to the three Banner 
‘corps specially attached to the Imperial 
Household Department, i.e, hereditary 
slaves, and as the abovenamed Chuang 
Chien should resign in favour of a new 
appointee of his Majesty, the said Depart- 
ment now pray his Majesty to make the 
said new appointment, etc.—Rescript : 
‘Chuang Chien is appointed to the post for 
another term. 

Note: The post of Superintendent of 
the Soochow goverument silk looms is a 
very lucrative one and is said to yield 
to the occupant some Tis. 80,000 a year. 
Translator. 

8th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) As the p»st of senior prefect of An- 
hui province, viz: the prefectship of the 
provincial capital Anch‘ing (Nganking), is 
one of great importance, we hereby com- 
mand, the Governor of the said province to 
select from all the substantive prefects in 
Anhui the man he deems the best qualified 
for the post, and let the expectant prefect 
Ch‘en Wén-lu be appointed to the post 
vacated by the prefect of the said Gover- 
nor’s choice. - 

(2) Kuei Pin is hereby ordered to go and 
mspect the affairs of the Bordered White 
Hanchun Banner organisation for the year 
about to close. 

(3) Chi Héng (Manchu) is appointed a 
Censor of the M tropolitan Circuit. 

9th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The second son of Prince Tsai Ying (8rd 
‘Order and brevet Prince of the 2nd Order) 
is hereby commanded to be named Pu Ju. 

No papers of interest. 

10th September. 
DENUNCIATIONS AGAINST A TAOTAI. 

Chang Chih-wan, Grand Secretary and 
Comptroller-General of the Board of Civil 
Appuintments, reports that in obedience 
to the Imperial mandate to investigate the 
charyes made by E-k‘o-t‘ang-d, Tartar 
General of Féngtien, acting Civil Governor 
and Military Governor of Moukden, against 
Chang Hsieh-luan, Taotai of the Eastern 
Marches (Intendancy of Fénghuangch‘eng 
and Yalu valley), of obstructing the duties 
of the expectant Taotai Wang Yi-hsiin, 
deputed by the said Military Governor to 
collect taxes and duties in those regions, etc., 
the memorialist and his subordinates the 
Presidents and Vice-Presidents of his Board 
have come to the following conclusions :— 
It appeared that the said Tartar General 
having on a previous occasion received the 
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Imperial consent to the despatching of 
an officer of Taotai rank to work in 
conjunction with the Taotai of Féng- 
huangcheng in collecting taxes and cus- 
toms duties on the China-Corean borders, 
sent accordingly the said expectant Taotai 
Wang Yi-hsiin to undertake the work, 
in accordance with precedents ruling in 
the provinces of China Proper. To the 
surprise of the said Taotai, the Fénghuang- 
cheng Taotai, Chang Hsieh-luan, not only 
refused to recognise the former, but also 
peristed in appointing his own people to 
all the important posts of managers, sub- 
managers, etc., of Octroi or Custoins likin 
offices along the frontiers and region round 
about of which Fénghuangcheng is the head- 
quarters without consulting with his new 
colleague. In spite of remonstrances from 
Moukden, the said Chang Hsieh-luan per- 
sistently ignored the colleague sent to 
him, preventing the latter from executing 
his duties. The said Tartar General was 
therefore compelled to report the matter 
to the Throne, resulting in an edict com- 
manding the removal of Chang Asich-luan 
froin his post pending an impartial enquiry 
by the said ‘Tartar General. The latter 
then sent Chen Cheng, prefect of Ch‘angtu, 
Féagtien, and others to investigate the case. 
But owing to petty jealousies amongst 
the investigators the matter did not run 
very smvuothly. The deposed Taotai was, 
however, accused of dishonesty and the 
appropriation of all surplus revenues into 
his own pockels, As a matter of fact, 
however, it appears fiom the records in the 
Board Archives that when the Intendancy 
of the Eastern Marches was established 
twenty years ago, the then acting Tartar- 
General Ch‘ung Ch‘i, President of the 
Board of Punishments, fearing that the 
revenuescompared with the expenses of run- 
ning the new Taotaiship would be insuffic- 
ient, asked the Throne to sanction that the 
revenues co lected in that region be devoted ' 
entirely to the expenses of governing the 
post. With time trade flourished, and, 
after deducting expenses the various in- 
cumbents invariably pocketed the surplus, 
forgetting that the above arrangement was 
merely a temporary one in order to give 
the new post a start, Chang Hsieh-luan, 
the deposed Taotai, wrongfully thought 
that his post was one belonging entirely 
to himself in the management of which no 
outsider had a right to ititerfere. He was 
also wrong in that being an officer of high 
rank such as that of a Taotai, his first duty 
should have been to give up all surplus 
revenues to the Imperial government in- 
stead of devoting them to his private ends. 
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For instance, it has been found, upon 
investigation, that during the first four 
months of his office there had been collected 
Tle. 90,000, odd, as octroi, likin, and land 
taxes, and during the following two months 
another sum of Tls. 150,000 from the game 
sources had been deposited in the treasury 
of the said Intendancy. That all this 
large sum of Tis. 240,000, odd, had been 
pocketed by the accused Taotai whose 
expenses were nominal, is a clear proof of 
predetermined dishonesty. The said Tao- 
tai is also accused of declaring that of 
this large sun he can only provide 
proofs of having expended on public 
works, such as the reparation of local 
schools and colleges, etc., Tls. 5,000, 
odd, but as for the balance amounting to 
nearly Tis. 200,000 he flatly refused to give 
any account thereof. The law in such cases 
where the local officials have been found 
guilty of appropriating government funds to 
their own private aggrandisement, com- 
mands that the culprits be cashiered and 
forced to give up the amounts of which the 
government has been defrauded. As Chang 
Bsieh-luan has been clearly proved to have 
been guilty of defrauding the Government, 
the memorialist and his colleagues recom- 
mend that the law take its course and E- 
ko-t‘ang-4, the Tartar General of Féngtien, 
be commanded to find out the exact amount 
embezzled so that the accused Taotai be 
made to give up his plunder.—Rescript : 
Granted. 


llth September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, 
twice degraded two steps of rank each time 
but retained in office, denounces certain 
military officers under him. He denounces 
Chou Pao-lin, an expectant Colonel, of 
craftiness and avarice and unfitness for his 
high rank. The accused officer is hereby 
degraded to tho rank of a second captain 
in the Shantung territorial forces. Should 
it be found in the future that the ac- 
cused does not reform, he is to be cashier- 
ed and dismissed from the service. As 
for the expectant Major, Fang Chin-han, 
who has been accused of avarice and 
dividing the pay of the troops with his 
subordinate officers, the accused is hereby 
forthwith cashiered and dismissed the 
service. 

(2) Té Shou, Governor of Kiangsi, 
denounces Chin Féng-ch‘i, Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the Chih An battalion of 
Kiangsi, of cruelty in the treatment of 
his men and of extortion from the people 
amongst whom his regiment is quartered. 


He has also been accused of encouraging his 
men to create a riot and on a certuin occasion 
to attack unoffending well-behaved members 
of the upper classes. Such conduct is more 
that of a rowdy than of an officer of 
the army and he is hereby cashiered and 
dismissed the service. The accused is also- 
commanded to return to his native city at 
once, and he is to be placed under the 
surveillance of the local authorities of that 
city, as a warning to others. 

12th September. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of Ch'i 
Hsiu and his colleagues of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, denouncing the super- 
intendent of the southern granary of 
Peking of having intermixed dirt and other 
matter into the rice distributed to a certain 
Banner regiment, in order to add weight 
and quantity to fill the vacuum made by 
the abstraction of good grain, etc., we at 
once ordered Hsiang Lin and Liao Shou- 
héng, the Comptrollers-General of the 
Imperial Granaries in Peking and Tung- 
chow, to investigate into the said charges 
and their report is now before us. They 
state that in the 7th moon (August), the 
complaint was made during the distri- 
bution of the monthly rice rations of the 
Bordered Yellow Banner Corps of Mongols, 
According to the instructions of the Board 
of Revenue the rice distributed on such 
occasions was to consist of two parts old rice 
and one part new. All this was properly 
observed by the Manchu superintendent 
of the granary in question, aud memorialists 
find that in obeying his instructions the 
said superintendent had been in no wise 
“haughty, arrogant or cunning in the dis- 
charge of his duties,” as he h«d been accus- 
ed of being, nor could it be discovered that 
he had in any way adulterated the rice 
in the manner complained of. But as he 
has been found to have used irrelevant 
excuses when accused by his denouncers, 
Kuang Jui, the Manchu superintendent, is. 
in a manner culpable. So was also Liu 
Ch-i Lan, the Chinese superintendent, who- 
although not on duty on that occasion,, 
being his ‘‘off day,” he has been found 
culpable for having appeared dilatorily on 
the scene when the Bannermen made the 
disturbance while receiving their rice 
rations. The two officials herein named 
are hereby handed over to the Board of 
Civil Appointments for the determination 
of adequate penalties therefor. 


BAGGAGE AND COURIER HORSES IN SZECHUAN. 


Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, re- 
ports that during the year 1896, there were 
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3,463 baggage ponies »ttached to the various 
regiments of the province and 763 ponies 
doing duty in carrying the Imperial Gov- 
ernment despatches in the said province. 
All the ponies named herein were found 
to be good condition upon inspection by 
trustworthy deputies of the memorialist 
and this report is sent to the Throne in 
accordance with the Imperial commands 
to present an annual report of the same in 
order that the various courier services, etc., 
be kept in proper order and up to the 
mrk.—Rescript : Noted ; let the Bord of 
War also take note. 

13th September. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

After transacting State affairs and having 
granted audience to the high Ministers, his 
Majesty will start for the Mausoleum of 
his late highness, Prince Chun, to worship 
and «ffer sucrifice. The Court will attend 
dressed in sober garments. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lu Ch‘uan.lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 


reports that owing to an insurrection 
amongst the Tibetans and aborigines 


living on the borders of the hill country 
between the provinces of Szechuan and 
Kansu, during which the Tibetans living 
south of Sungp‘an, namely, in Hsiaséhtso, 
Shuanechiachai and Tsiaké'rhpa, join- 
ing hands with the aborigines of Tala, 
under the jurisdiction of the hereditary 
chief at Yang, rose ayainst the slender 
garrison outposts in their midst, killing 
all the Chinese soldiers and officers statiou- 
ed there, the said memorialist at once sent 
Hsia Yi-hsiu, Brigadier-G-veral of the 
Sungp‘an Cirevit of Szechuan, with the 
troops under his command, to devise 
methods to crush the said insurrection, 
Brigadier-General Hsis having collected 
all availnble troops started for the hills 
on the 1st of June last. After storming a 
number of hill fastnesses in the regions 
named above, and coming into conflict 
on several occasions with the insurgents 
during which he fortunately succeeded in 
killing and capturing the leaders of the 
insurrection, the said General after barely 
two months’ campaigning in the hills has 
been able to report the complete crushing 
of the insurrection and in driving off 
the bad characters amongst the Kansu 
aborigines into their own hills from whence 
it will be a long time before they will dare 
to come forth again. \With reference to 
the above report the said memorialist 
sends us a list of promotions for the officers 
engaged in this campaign all of which are 
hereby sanctioned. As for the successful 


Brigadier-General, Hsia Yii-hsiu, we here- 
by promote him to the rank of a Tite 
(Provincial Commander-in-chief) and com- 
inand that his name be recorded in the 
Grand Council for the first vacancy in 
such a post in the provinces, as a re- 
cognition of the speedy and effective 
manner in which a difficult task has been 
triumphantly concluded by him. 

(2) San Té is appointed Manchu Vice- 
Director of the Court of Revision 

(3) sii Ch‘eng-yao is appointed Director 
of the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 


14th September. 
No papers of interest. 


15th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of the 
Grand Srcretary, Lin Shuand his colleague, 
Superintendents of the Peking Oc'roi, at 
the Chungwén gate, stating that the surplus. 
regulated by law as due by the said depart- 
ment for the year 1896 has not been made 
good owing to depression in trade and fall- 
ing off of imports into the capital through 
that gat-, we hereby comm:nd the Board 
of Revenue to consider the matter and 
report to us thereon. 


16th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Chih Ci‘ing is appointed prefect of 
Huchou, Chékiang province. 


THE WAY CENSORS AT PEKING MAKE THEIR 
DENUNCIATIONS., 


Wang Wen-shao, degraded three steps 
in rank but retained in office as Viceroy of 
Chihli*, reports that he hasreceived through 
the Grand Council his Majesty’s edict of the 
9th instant stating that ‘a certain Censor 
had denouned Hsii Ch‘ing-chuan, sub-pre- 
fect of Tingcliou, Chihli, on the charge of 
evil habits, laz'ness, suppressing of Court 
cases brought before him for adjudication, 
encouraging his son and a yamén underling, 
named Li Lien-chou, to commit all sorts of 
excesses, and finally, of compelling a man 
whose house had been pillaged by brigands 
to suppress the true facts and report the 
occurrence as a simple case of theft.” The 
memorialist was, therefore, commanded by 
his Majesty to make an impartial investiga- 
tion inte the above charges and report 
truthfully the result of the same, etc., 
In obedience thereto, memorialist accord- 
ingly instructed the Provincial Treasurer 
aud Provincial Judge to send trustworthy 
deputies to make personl investigations 
on the spot in as secret a manner as pos- 
sible and inform memorialist of the result. 
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The said high officials therefore specially 
detailed the expectant prefect Chao Té- 
hsiang to go to Tingchou to make 
necessary secret enquiries and to make 
personal observation of the daily conduct 
of the sub-prefect. This has been 
done and now memorialist has received 
from the said Treasurer and Judge a joint 
report based on the results of the enquiries 
made by thé above-named prefect. The 
clause in the denunciatory memorial of the 
Censor to the effect that ‘‘the xccused 
official’s inveterate evil habits had led him 
to entirely neglect the concerns and 
interests of the people whom he gov- 
erned, insomuch that by his procrastinating 
delays in trying cases in litigation, etc., he 
had compiled a formidable Jist of several 
hundred cases which were waiting to be 
adjudicated by him” appears to be rather 
too reckless a charge. For by the records 
of the said sub-prefect’s yamén it has been 
found that when Hsii Ch‘ing-chuan gave 
up his post the other day there were only 
nine cases left outstanding to be decided 
by his successor. This record has since 
been compared with the monthly reports of 
cases in ‘lingchou brought before him and 
sent to the Provincial Treasurer and Judge 
and found to be quitecorrect. Hence to be 
accused of having left several hundred cases 
undecided to be adjudicated upon by his 
successor, when there were only nine of 
them appears to be a rather preposterous 
charge. Asa matter of fact the people of 
Tingchou have always had the reputation 
of being an extremely litigious lot, who 
carry their cases to the sub-prefectural 
Court every chance they can get. For the 
accused official who had to contend against 
this peculiarity to leave only nine petty 
cases undecided at the time of his resigna- 
tion of officeaddsto rather thandetractsfrom 
his character of being an energetic officer 
and further showsthat he has been anything 
but ‘‘entirely n-glectful of the concerns and 
interests of the people underhim.” Other 
sub-prefects of Tingchou have, according 
to the monthly reports sent from that sub- 
prefecture to the provincial high authori- 
ties, done much worse than the accused 
official. But he had one drawback—that 
of being too honest and credulous in his 
daily conduct and especially when trying 
cases in his Court. Further, he was too 
easily led by his feelings, which has 
convinced his superior officers that trying 
cases judicially is not Hsii Ch‘ing-chuan’s 
forte. Again, as to the charges against his 
son Hsii Chia-tuan and the yamén under- 
ling Li Lien-chou of committing all sorts of 
excesses unchecked and under encourage- 


ment of the accused official, it appeared 
upon careful enquiry that the son acted, 
during his father’s tenure of office, in the 
capacity of trexsurer and accountant, nor 
has any case of dishonesty or avarice been 
proved against him. The yamén underling 
noted above was the yamén usher and had 
charge of the visitors’ books, ete. He 
appeared to have been greatly trusted by 
his master, but upon Hsii Ch‘ing-chuan’s 
retirement from office all his retinue 
naturally were disbanded and are now 
scattered throughout the country. But no 
special proofs of dishonesty or committing of 
excesses have been found against the man. 
With reference to the charge made against 
the said sub-prefect declaring that he had 
on a certain occasion compelled a certain 
person or family (name given) to change 
the petition reporting a case of robbery 
with violence in a certain hamlet in 'Ting- 
chou sub-prefecture (name given) into that 
of simple theft, in order to avoid the cen- 
sure of his superiors at Paotingfu, the 
memorialist desires to point out that in 
spite of careful enquiries no village or 
hamlet can be found in Tingchou cor- 
responding to the name given by the 
said Censor, nor has any person or family 
appeared to testify before the investigating 
officers of the truth of the charge herein 
named. In fact the case is a myth 
and memorialist fears that the Censor 
in question must have been hoaxed 
into making such a serious accusation as 
the above. Although as a_ rule the 
accused official has been found blameless 
and the victim of animadversion, he has 
still been found to have been, from nature, 
incapable of acting judicilly in cases 
brought before him, and he is, further- 
more, to be blamed for having placed undue 
contidence and trust in an_ underling. 
Memorialist would, therefore, recommend, 
asa warning to the +aid accused sub-pre- 
feet, that the Throne degrade Hsii Ch‘ing- 
chuan one step in rank, namely, to that 
of a department magistrate (t‘ung-p‘an), . 
or official of the sixth rank.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

*The Viceroy Wang Wén-shao was 
degraded, about two months ago, three 
steps in rank, viz., to the rank of an 
official wearing a Taotai’x, or fourth 
rank opaque da:k-blue button, and yet 
permitted ‘‘ by special Imperial grace” 
to retain office as Viceroy, or the rank of 
an officer of the second grade, Class A 
(light red button), for having indiscreetly 
memorialised the Throne, at that time, in 
an attempt to palliate the offence of his 
Treasurer Wang Lien (now cashiered for 
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the offence) whose conduct had already 
been ordered for investigation before the 
Board of Civil Appointments for having 
aent telegrams bearing the ofticial seal of the 
Provincial Treasurer of Chihli to Ch‘en 
Pao-chen, Governor of Hunan, asking for 
lenient treatment of an ex-secretary in the 
last numed province, previously denounced 
to the Throne by the said Governor. The 
Eimperor resented the Viceroy Wang’s 
memorial as an unwarranted interfercnce 
with the prerogatives of the Throne and 
the Board of Civil Appointments, and this 
Board, seeing the frame of mind of his 
Majesty, accordingly recommended that not 
only the offending Treasurer should be 
cashiered and dismissed from office, but 
that his champion should also be treated 
in the same way. The Emperor, who only 
wanted to put a curb, in the future, upon 
the haughty conduct of his semi-indepen- 
dent Viceroys and Governors, thought 
naturally that the sentence was incom- 
mensurate with the degree of offence and 
has commuted it to ‘‘ degradation of three 
steps in rank but to be retained in office.” 
—Translator. 
17th September. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

After transacting the State affairs of the 
day and after having granted audiences to 
the high Ministers of the Crown, his Majesty 
will proceed to-morrow to Eho Park to pay 
his customary visit to the Empress Dowager, 
and will remain in the Park overnight. 

No papers of interest. 

18th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

On a former occasion E-k‘d-t‘ang-2, Tar- 
tar General of Féngtien and Military 
Governor of Moukden, memorialised us 
denouncing the conduct of Chang Haieh- 
luan, Tnotai of the Eastern Marches (in the 
Yalu valley), for illegally keeping sole con- 
trol over the revenues of his Intendancy, 
namely, in the octroi, customs, likin and 
land tax service, in spite of the presence of 
the expectant Taotai Wang, who had been 
sent by the said Tartar General, under 
authority of the Throne, to Fénghuang- 
cheng to act as Co-Director of Cuatoms, 
etc., with the said Chang Msieh-luan, 
In reply to the said memorial we 
commanded the temporary removal of 
the accused Taotal from office pending 
a strict and impartial investigation into 
the matter by the said Tartar-General 
himeelf. E-k‘é-t‘ang-4 has now reported 
the result of his investigations and recom- 

-mends that the accused be punished accord- 


ingly, ete. Chang Hsieh-luan is therefore 
commanded to be handed over to the 
Board of Civil Appointments for the deter- 
mination of adequate penalties. 


Note: In serious charges like the above 
if proved to be true, the least the Emperor 
could do (according to time-honoured pre- 
cedents) was to cashier the accused Taotai 
and confine him in prison until such time 
as he had made govd to the government 
the amounts pocketed by him. Apparently 
some strong influence has been at work on 
behalf of the accused to obtain such a lenient 
decree as the above.—Translator. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCES. 


His Majesty granted audience in the 
Audience Chamber at Eho Pack this morn- 
ing to Chi Lu, Tartar General of Hangchow, 
and to Yuan Féng-lin, Provincial Treasurer- 
designate of Chihli, vice Wang Lien, 
cashiered. Both the ofticers named above 
came to report their arrival at Peking, 
the first from the South and the latter 
from Shansi, from whence he had been 
transferred to Chihli upon the dismissal 
from office of the ex-Treasurer Wang Lien. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will leave Eho Park for 
Peking to-morrow morning to transact 
special business in the capital. 


THE MILITARY COLONIES IN THE MIAOTZE 
RESERVATION IN HUNAN PROVINCE. 


A postscript memorial by Ch‘en Pao- 
chen, Governor of Hunan, states that owing 
to the annual meagre harvests in the 
territory adjoining the Reservation of the 
Miaotze aborigines of Hunan occupied by 
Chinese military colonists, the custom has 
been to allow Tls. 1,000 per annwm from 
the Provincial Treasury as a grant-in-aid 
of the said colonists, Any other deficit 
required for the proper administration of 
the said territory, for arming and drilling 
the said military colonists, etc., is sanc- 
tioned by edict to be defrayed from the 
surplus deposits in the treasury of the 
Grain Intendant of Hunan. With reference 
to this last, therefore, memorialist has to 
report that he has received the petition of 
Liu Chen-hsiang, Acting Grain Taotai of 
Hunan, reperting that for the year now 
closing he has disbursed so far the sum of 
Tis. 6,894.40 to the administration officers 
in charge of the military colonists above 
named. Owing, however, to the present 
famine caused by failure of the crops in 
Hunan, the said Intendant declares that 
there has been no surplus deposit in his 
treasury and he therefore was compelled to 
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draw the above sum, from time to time as 
required, from lastyear's unexpended money 
placed aside for transport aud carriage 
of the provincial tribute rice to Peking. 
In addition to the above, also, the regula- 
tion grant-in-aid of Tls. 1,000 has already 
been drawn from the Provincial Exchequer. 
The attention of the Board of Revenue is 
requested to the above items of disburse- 
ments.—Rescript: Let the said Board take 
note. 

Note.—There are supposed to be (on 
paper) about 10,000 military colonists in 
the region adjoining the Reservation of the 
Miaotze aborigines of Hunan. The oldest 
colonist families date from the reign of 
Chien Lung, 18th century, when the 
aborigines were forced to succumb before 
the victorious forces of that great and 
energetic Emperor. ‘hese aborigines, who 
hitherto had defied the armies of the 
Mings in the retirement of their hill 
fastnesses, were driven from height to 
height by the Manchus. flushed with 
victories over the partisans of the Mings 
until, at last, their final hill fortress being 
in danger of destruction and themselves in 
need of fuod, the brave mountaineers were 
compelled to submit to their conquerors and 
allow military colonists to be planted in 
their midst. These colouists are bound by 
virtue of their land tenures one and all, 
to take uparms to fight any raiding band of 
Miaotze and until the reign of Tao Kuang, 
in the peginning of the present century, 
the former were maintained in a proper 
state of efficiency, insomuch that previous 
to Tao Kuang they were often called to 
serve in considerable bodies at a long 
distance from their homes. Their ranks 
were frequently reinforced by squat- 
ters from the adjoining provinces who 
since the gradual effacement of military 
ardour amongst the descendants of the 
original colonists, are considered a much 
braver and more useful race than the 
latter. The ‘‘arms” of the colonists are, 
at this date, mere curiosities of ancient 
weapons, hence the annual item of dis- 
bursement ‘‘for providing arms and am- 
munition for the colonists” must be a myth 
and must have gone on from to year to 
enrich the hereditary chiefs (lz-sst%) af the 
colonists in question instead of being 
applied to their use.—Translator. 

19th September. 
A SPECIAL FAVOUR. 

Kung Shou, Tartar General of the Man- 
chu garrison in Szechuau, reports that his 
fourth son, Jung Kuei, who was by special 
grace of the Throne made a probationary 


(Serr. 18—21. 


student-secretary in the Board of Revenue 
upon the occasion of his presentation to 
the Throne last year, is now in Chéngtu 
having obtained leave of absence to escort 
memortalist’s family from Peking to Sze- 
chuan. As memorialist considers this son 
to be of t-o tender an age to bear the 
buffets of active official life in the capital, 
memorialist prays to be allowed to keep 
this son in his yamén in Chéngtu in 
order personally to superintend the youth’s 
studies in Chinese literature. On the 
other hand memorialist, who has his hands 
full in looking after the duties of his high 
office, requires assistance to superintend 
the adminis'ration of his large household 
[said to consist of several younger sons 
and daughters, »nd a household retinue of 
nearly 500 servants and slaves in Chéngtu 
alone.—Translator]. Furthermore, as Jung 
Kuei is just on the verge of youth and 
manhood (18 years of age) and requires a 
guiding hand in his daily life, memorialist 
asks, as a special favour, that he may ba 
permitted to retain his son in Chéngtu 
until such time as he thinks that the latter 
can be sent into the world to serve his 
Sovereign in a becoming manner.—Reseript: 
Noted. 


20th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Chuang Chien is appointed Superi»tendent 
of the Government Silk looms of Soochow 
for another term of one year. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will proceed to Eho Park 
to-morrow morning after transacting State 
affairs and granting audience to the high 
Ministers vf his Court, to pay his usual 
obeivance to the Empress-Dowager and 
will remain for the night in the Park, The 
Court and high Ministers will be in atten- 
dance at the usual hour for transacting 
State business at the Park Palace. 

No papers of interest. 


21st September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of Hu 
Ping-chih, Governor of Shansi, denouncing 
the unworthy and avaricious conduct of 
Shen Yii-kuei, acting Brigadier-General 
of the Military Circuit of Tatung, Shansi, 
to the effect that the accused officer had 
been found guilty of excessive extortion in 
pocketing the, already meagre pay of the 
troopers of the newly organised regiment 
of cavalry ordered by edict to be raised 
and attached to the Tatung command, and, 
furthermore, of having been found to have 
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received bribes and sold posts in the 
various battalions under him, we consider 
that conduct like this must be severely 
punished, especially in view of the fact that 
we are anxious to reform the condition of 
our armies in the best way we can. We 
therefore command that the accused officer 
be forthwith cashiered and placed under 
arrest pending the refunding of the money 
that had been illegally and improperly 
appropriated by him while in office. As 
for the other officers who have been proved 
to have been his accomplices in defrauding 
the governme't and the men of their pay, 
wiz. :—Wany Pei-hsu, First Captain Com- 
manding the military post at Shahuk‘on, 
Mongolian Frontier ; Ch‘en Shao-yii. First 
Captain-desiynate of the battalion belonging 
to the Colonelcy of Luan; and Chia Hsiang- 
ch‘ien, an expectant official belonging to a 
prefect’s yamén; we hereby command that 
all the persons above named be also cashier- 
ed and dismissed the service. 

(2) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the metropolitan and provincial adminis- 
trations. 


22nd September. 
No papers of interest. 


23rd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) K‘uo-pu-t‘ung-wu is hereby appoint- 
ed a Manchu Sub-Chancellor of the Grand 
Secreturiat, with the brevet rank of a Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites. 

(2) Li Fa-chao is appointed a Recorder 
of the Hanlin Academy and Wang Hsieh- 
fan (formerly Literary Chancellor of Fukien) 
is app»inted Reader in the same Academy. 

No other papers of interest. 


24th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) As the post of senior prefect of the 
province of Hupeh, namely, that of Wu- 
chang, is one of great importance, we 
hereby command the Viceroy and Gover- 
nor of the said province (Chang Chih-tung 
and T'an Chi-hsiin) to select from all the 
substantive prefects under them the man 
most fitted for the post and let the 
expectant prefect Yii Chao-k‘ang be 
appointed to the prefecture vacated by the 
officer of their choice, 

(2) The other day the Censor Huang- 
chun-lung denounced Jui Chang, Provincial 
Treasurer of Kiangning, Upper Kiangsu, 
for meanness and avarice, etc., and we accor- 
dingly delegated Chao Shu-jao, Governor 
of Kiangsu, to investigate into the said 
charges. The report of the said Governor 
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is now b:fore us in which he declares that 
the charge of avarice against the said 
‘Treasurer has not been in any way proved : 
but he finds that the accused oflicer had 
not exercised proper restraint over the 
actions of his son, his secretaries, and 
his yamén usher or receiver of petitions, 
etc. In view of this finding of the said 
Governor, We, therefore, hereby command 
that Jui Chany be handed to the Board of 
Civil Appointments for the determination 
of the proper penalties. With reference 
to Wén Pih, expectant Taotai of the 3rd 
class of Anhui, son of the accused Trea- 
surer, as he has been found guilty of inter- 
fering with concerns of another province, 
and also of being a fast man, fond of im- 
proper plessures, which is derogatory to 
the character of an official, we hereby 
command that he be cashiered as a 
punishment for his unseemly conduct. 
In regard to Jui Chang’s secretary P'an 
Wén-chao, »n expectant independent sub- 
prefect of Shantung, who has been employed 
in the various yaméns for many years dur- 
ing which time he has gained for him- 
self a disreputable name, we command 
therefore that the said secretary be forth- 
with cashiered and dismissed for ever 
from the public service. As a further 
punishment the cashiered official is ordered 
to be expelled without delay from K:ang- 
ning (Nanking) and forced to return to his 
native city. The following parasites of the 
accused ‘I'reasurer are hereby also dealt 
with :—Ch ‘én Shou-chén, substantive chih- 
Asien of Ftangshanhsien, Kiangsu, trans- 
ferred to the acting district magistracy of 
T‘aihsinghsien in the same province, 
having been found to be of a crafty nature 
whose speciousness and currying of favour 
with his superiors have made him an 
object of much unfavourable discussion 
amongst official circles at Nanking, is 
hereby ordered to be removed from his 
present post and await further employ- 
ment ; Ching Mei-jan, an expectant district 
magistrate promoted to the acting sub- 
prefectship of P‘eichou, who has been 
found by the said Governor to be a man of 
mediocre ability and unfitted to be placed 
over the people, we hereby command to be 
degraded to the rank of a gaol-warden :fa 
prefect’s yamén. With reference to Yii 
Msi, acting district magistrate of Hsinglua- 
hsien, although there is no decided proof 
of unseemly conduct in his official record, 
still as he has been denounced it is neces- 
sary that he be removed from office and. 
ordered to remain at Nanking and a watch 
put over his actions by his superior officers. 
As to the expectant Taotai Mu K‘é-téng 


and others against whom the charge of 
currying favour with the accused Treasurer, 
using bribes to procure fat appointments, 
etc,, has not been proven upon investiga- 
tion by the said Governor, they are hereby 
freed from surveillance and uo further 
notice need be taken of the accusations 
made against them by the said Censor. 


THE TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY OF ANAUI. 


Fu Yun, a brevet Board President and 
retiring Governor of Anhui, reports the 
completion of a series of new maps, seventy- 
four in number, the result of careful 
surveys made by a competent staff of 
officers upon the topography of the province 
of Anhui, in accordance with Western 
methods, for the purpose of being appended 
to the newly revised Colleative Institutes 
of the Ta Ts‘ing dynasty. As the old 
maps of the province are utterly unreliable 
and made on the ancient meth: ds and as 
proper, reliable, and accurate maps of the 
province are of the utmost importance, 
both for militory as well as civil purposes, 
memorialist gave special orders to the 
officers connected with the Official Board 
of Surveyors for the province of Anhui to 
refrain entirely from referring to the old 
maps appended to the old editions of the 
Collective Institutes of the dynasty, but to 
uee on all occasions the foreign ins'ruments 
and methods of conducting the topogra- 
phical surveys. These orders have been 
obeyed to the letter and upon careful 
revision they have been pronounced 
accurate and correct to the minutest details. 
The successful completion of the difficult 
task reflects the highest credit upon all the 
principal officers (eleven in number) con- 
cerned, atid memorialist would therefore 
ask that adequate rewards be granted to 
them for their painstaking work. All 
cities, towns, hamlets, and villages, all the 
rivers, canals, 10ads over hill, dale, and 
plain in, the province have been carefully 
and accurately mapped out and measured 
by theodolite, quadrant, aud other scientific 
instruments of the West. The copious 
notes and explanations .attached to each 
map have been carefully authenticated 
by memorialist and it is therefore with 
satisfaction that he is now able to report 
the comple'ion of the above named maps 
and to guarantee that they have been 
scientifically and accurately made. The 
said maps were three times compared and 
revised before they could be deemed fit 
for sending to Peking.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Civil Appointments report upon the 
list of promotions recommended by the said 
Governor. 
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25th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) T‘ao Mu, Governor of Hsinchiang 
(Chinese Turkestan or the New Dominion) 
and acting Viceroy of the Shen-Kan, de- 
nounces in a memorial certain civil officials 
of Kansu who have been found of mediocre 
ability and unfit to retain office. He 
denounces Ts‘ai Shih-té, deputy district 
magistrate of Kaot‘aihsien, for craftiness 
and establishing an office in his jurisdiction 
for the purpose of extorting moey from 
the people, ostensibly for rebuilding his 
yamén, which had been destroyed by the 
Mahommedan rebels ; Li Fu-chih, expect- 
ant department magistrate, for having made 
false accounts of likin receipts during his 
tenure of the likin office at Hochou, on the 
pretext that the rebels had taken away 
everything ; Peh I-li, an expectant dis- 
trict magistrate, for having during his 
acting magistrateship of Haich‘eng made 
false reports of a murder case in order to 
shirk responsibility before his superiors ; 
and Wang Jung-té, an expectant deputy 
chihsien, for overbearing conduct when 
placed in authority and keeping back cer- 
tain pay of the troops which he had been 
sent to headquarters to procure. All the 
above are commanded to be instantly 
cashiered and dismissed the service. With 
reference to Liu Li-kung, appointed by the 
memorialist’s predecessor, Yang C h‘ang- 
chun, and approved by the Board of Civil 
Appvintments to be district magistrate of 
Haich‘eng, the said Governor accuses him 
of having lost his head and presence of 
mind during the uprising of the Mahom- 
medans in Hochou, while hewas district 
magistrate of Weiyuanhsien, when he 
could by certain easy precautions and 
preventive measures have hindered the 
movements of the rebels in an appreciable 
manner. Lacking in administrative abili- 
ties, the accused magistrate is, however, a 
literary graduate of high rank. He is there- 
fore changed to the rank of a Director 
of Studies and placed under the Board 
of Rites for further appointment there- 
in. 

(2) Ts‘ing Jui and Sha Lien are appoint- 
ed to examine the Manchu candidates for 
translatorships in the Boards. 

(3) With reference to the above exami- 
nations Chung Lien and Chiang Shih-fén 
are appointed Proctors, and En Lun and 
Wang Cho are appointed to call over the 
list of names of the said candidates. 

(4) The force of Imperial Guards ap- 
pointed to keep the peace and guard the 
precincts of the examination grounds is to 
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‘be commanded by Kuan Hsiang and Té 
Kuei, Left and Right Wing Officers res- 
pectively of the said Imperial Guards. 

(5) K'uei Pin, P‘u Ting, Ch‘ang Sui, 
‘Ch‘en Haio-fén, Féng Ming, Tsai Ying, 
Ming An, Ming Hain, Yii Shu and Chih 
Chun are appointed to supervise the search- 
ing of the persons of the various candidates 
in the above examinations for ‘* crib” 
notes and books, ete. 


26th September. 


LOCUSTS AND HAIL IN CHINESE TURKESTAN. 

Jao Yin-ch'i, Provincial Treasurer and 
acting Governor of Chinese Turkestan, 
reports that in the middle of June last the 
metropolitan district magistracy of Tihua- 
hsien (Urumtsi) was visited by an immense 
swarm of locusts coming from the direction 
of the Wei Lake, destroying a large quan- 
tity of the crops of the said district. 
Fortunately through the energy and watch- 
fulness of the chihsien assisted by the 
local military authorities the plague of 
locusts was speedily destroyed before more 
damage had been done. The area thus 
destroyed amounted to about 2,348 mow, 
odd, and memorialist asks that the relief 
he has already sent in aid of the sufferers 
in the said district be sanctioned by the 
Throne. The memorialist has also received 
the report of the district magistrate of Su- 
fuhsien (Kashgar city and suburbs) stating 
that the said district was visited on the 7th 
of July last by a great rainstorm which 
culminated in hail the size of a man’s fist, 
which lasted for about two hours and 
covered the ground for the depth of over one 
inch, The storm destroyed nearly all the 
autumn crops of the district. The places 
which were completely destroyed covered 
& superficial area of 12,350 mow, 9 fén, 7 li, 
which should yield a semi-annual tax of 538 
piculs, odd, of wheat or rice and 62,397 
catties of ‘* lucerne” grass. Upon hearing 
of this second disaster to the province me- 
morialist at once, in conjunction with the 
acting Treasurer, sent trustworthy deputies 
to view the scene and report upon the 
amount of aid required to relieve the 
sufferers, who «re all poor agriculturists of 
the Kashgarian race. He prays that the 
relief he shall have to sond be sauctioned by 
the Throne.—Rescript: Noted. Let proper 
measures be made for relieving any distress 
amongst the inhabitants caused by the said 
disasters. 

27th September. 


CHANGING THE LOCATION OF THE SHAHU 
CUSTOMS. 
Sung Ngo, Superintendent of the 
Shahuk‘ou (Great Wall) Customs (leading 


into Mongolia and the Russian frontiers) 
Shansi, reports that on the 31st of July 
last Shahuk‘ou was visited by a destructive 
rainstorm which lasted for several days, 
causing the mountain torrents to pour 
into the streams in the vicinity which 
suddenly rising over ten feet swamped and 
flooded all the country around, bringing 
down with it the Customs barriers, yamén 
offices, examining sheds, etc., and paraly- 
sing all manner of business and traffic for 
the time. As the old site of the Customs 
offices has been made untenable, the memo- 
rialist, after consulting with the local autho- 
rities, decided to erect temporary offices and 
examining sheds on higher ground at Alang- 
kuan, (another outlet of the Great Wall.) 
New cart roads have also been made lead- 
ing past the temporary offices, connecting 
with the great highway not submerged by 
the floods, in order to facilitate the passage 
of merchandise en route either way through 
the Great Wall, and these after due trial 
memorialist finds to answer the purpose. 
But, as he does not possess the authority to 
make the new site a permanent one to take 
the place of theold barriers, etc., memorialist 
has reported the matter to the Boards of 
Revenue and of Works requesting them to 
ask for the Imperial sanction tv the change 
of sites, and a desp:tch has also been sent 
to the Governor of Shansi with the same 
object, in accordance with the rule that 
such changes must be made in conjunction 
with the high provincial and local author- 
ities. The Governor, Hu Ping-chih, has 
since sent a deputy to report on the inno- 
vation to see whether the new site was 
feasible and would not give trouble to or 
hinder merchants passing to and fro through 
the Great Wall, and he, after due and 
careful investigation has reported favoura- 
bly onthe mater to the said Governor. 
The latter, as memorialist hears, having 
already memorialised the Throne asking 
for sanction to the new move, he now also 
sends his request and he further declares 
that no hindrance to trade will be the result 
of the said change. As for the amount re- 
quired for the construction of permanent 
offices, etc., as there is no precedent in this 
direction, memorialist prays thatthe Throne 
should order the Board of Works to send 
some one, at once, to make an estimate 
thereon in order that no time may be lost. 
—Rescript: Noted. 


28th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) As Fén Ch‘é is now camped with his 
division of the Imperial Guards in the 
Southern Park, Prince Yi Kung is hereby 
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ordered to act as Captain of the Guard on 
duty before the Throne, ad interim. 

(2) As the above first-named officer is 
now encamped in the Southern Park his 
post of Right Wing Officer of the Vanguard 
Division of the Imperial Guards is gives to 

K‘é-tan, ad interim. 

(3) As Kuei Hsiang and Cha-la-féng-d 
are now encamped with their battalions in 
the Southern Park, Kuei Hiang’s post of 
Captain-General of the Hanchun White 
Banner Corps is given ad iuterim to Yii 
Té, and Cha-la-féng-2’s post of Captain- 
General of the Mongol Blue Banner Corps 
is given ad interim to Huai Ta‘pu. 

(4) As Fén Ch‘é, Hsiu Chieh, Ming Hui 
aud Ting Ch‘ang we all encamped in the 
Southern Parks with the Imperial Guards, 
their posts of Lieutenant-Generals of the 
Manchu Bordered Yellow Banner Corps, 
Manchu Blue Banner Corps, Mongol Bor- 
dered White Banner Corps and Hanchun 
White Banner Corps are given ad interim to 
P‘u Lun, Shan Ch‘i, Péng Sheu, and Lu 
Tai, respectively. As for the post of acting 
Lieutenant.General of the Hanchun Blue 
Banner also held by Fén Ch %, it is hereby 
given ad interim to Prince Tsai Lan. 


29th September. 


REWARDS FOR CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS 
IN AID OF THE FAMINE IN SHUNTIENFO. 


Sun Chia-nai, Governor Adjunct, and 
Hu Yii-fén, Governor, respectively of 
Shuntienfu, report that they have received 
a despatch from the Board of Civil 
Appointments, stating that the list 
of gentry and merchants throughout the 
Empire who subscribed liberally towards 
the famine relief fund for the Imperial 
prefecture of Shuntienfu, beginning from 
1894 to the present year, which had been 
sent in to the Throne by the memorialists 
praying that suitable rewards in rank 
be given to the subscribers thereof in pro- 
portion to their several contributions, 
has been found to be incorrect as far 
as the names of thirteen men are 
concerned, etc. As the subscribers named 
herein who have sent in wrong or doubtful 
antecedents are scattered throughout the 
Empire, it will take some time before any 
explanations can be received. The memo- 
rialists therefore pray that the said Board 
be communded to determine, first upon the 
various ranks, etc., of those whose names 
correspond with the books of the Board, 
without waiting for the answers of the 
doubtful ones, in order that the said con- 
tributors be not. disappointed of their 
promised rewards, which would dampen the 
spirits of the people in future calls upon 


their purses. As soon as the required 
explanations are forthcoming from the 
various provinces concerned, memorialists 
will send the names to the said Board 
without del-y.—Rescript: Let the said 
Board take note. 


30th September. 
No papers of interest. 


ist October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Pien Pao-ch‘nan, Viceroy of the 
Min-Ché provinces, denounces the follow- 
ing officers for incompetence and conduct 
derogatory to officers of their rank :—Sun 
Yun, formerly acting Taotai of the Yen- 
chien-shao Intendancy of Fukien, for em- 
ploying his relations in his yamén to the 
detriment of the public interest, thereby 
bringing odium upon himself and com- 
plaints from the gentry to the said Viceroy. 
In punishment therefore let Sun Yun be 
degraded to the rank of a sub-prefect. 
T‘ang Yii-shih, an expectant sub-prefect, 
is charged with having, while a member of 
the Fuochow Board of Reorganisation, 
been guilty of unwarrantable conduct and 
wilful disobedience of his superior officers’ 
commands. He is hereby degraded to the 
rank of gaol-warden in a prefect’s yamén 
or a deputy district magistrate. T'ang 
Chih-sieh, substantive district magistrate 
of Wupinghsien transferred to a siuilar 
post in the district of Huian, Fukien, 
is accused of incompetency in dealing with 
various matters brought to him for adju- 
dication. Heis hereby ordered to vacate 
his post and proceed to Foochow to 
await some other appointment. Chiang 
Chi-féng, formerly acting district ma- 
gistrate of Chungan, is accused of crafty 
demeanour and wilful disregard of the 
interests of his people; Wang Té-pu, 
police magistrate of Pehan, in the district 
of Fuan, is charged with having encourag- 
ed his runners to make riots and disturb 
the peace; Wu Yung, acting gaolwarden 
of Hsiaoyun sub-prefecture, is charged 
with receiving petitions contrary to law 
and to the rules of his office; and Lung 
Chi-kuan, gaolwarden of the district ma- 
gistracy of Kueihuahsien, who is charged 
with low habits and cunning conduct, all 
the above named are hereby cashiered and 
dismissed from the service. As for Hu 
Yi-ling, the police magistrate of Ansha in 
the district of Yungan, who is accused of 
general unfitness to retain office, he is 
hereby ordered to retire from official 
employment at once. 
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(2) With reference to the memorial of 
Né Ching, reporting that the post of chief 
Tibetan official at Chantui, on the borders 
of Szechuan and Tibet, is vacant, we hereby 
appoint the Tibetan sub-officer Sze-lang- 
tu-pu-chieh to the above named post, ‘The 
Mongolian Superintendency is commanded 
hereby to take note thereon. 


2nd October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the report of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Peking Gendar- 
Merie announcing the capture of five 
members of a gang of notorious robbers 
and another gang of thieves who have been 
systematically pilfering and stealing gov- 
ernment stores, etc., we hereby command 
that the ten criminals above noted be 
handed to the Board of Punishments for 
trial and sentence in accordance with the 
laws of the land. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Ho Chang-t‘sing, Provincial Commander- 
in-Chief of Kuangtuag, was received by the 
Emperor this morning -in the audience 
Chambor of Eho Park Palace. 


THE WORK DONE BY THE HONAN ARMY 
AGAINST THE KANSO MAHOMMEDAN 
REBELS, 


Wei Kuang-tao, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army of the Siang of Hunan, an officer 
of the brevet premier button and Governor- 
designate of Shensi, sends in his report 
of the work done by his corps in Kansu, 
the taking by assault of the series of 
fortified villages at Suchiapu and Toba, 
held by the Mahommedan rebels, in the 
prefecture of Hsining, in the country 
known as Peichuan and Hsichuan (i.e., 
north of the valley and west of the valley) 
and the complete subjugation of the dis- 
tricts therein. When the Imperial edict 
arrived in October of last year command- 
ing memorialist to go to Kansu to assist in 
putting down the Mahommedan rebellion, 
he and his Army Corps of 25,000 Hunan 
troops, belonging to the Army of the Siang, 
were at Shanhaikuan (where they had been 
posted in anticipation of the Japanese inva- 
sion of Peking.—Translator), Upon re- 
ceipt of the sacred commands memorialist at 
once set his forces in motion to the north- 
west provinces and after overcoming in- 
numerable difficulties and hardships on the 
march, such as crossing a number of ice- 
bound passes and glaciers, on account of 
which the troops suffered greatly through 
the intense cold, they arrived, at last, at 
their destinction in the vicinity of Asining 
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at the end of January of this year. The 
troops behaved remarkably well and did 
not allow their sufferings and hardships to 
interfere with their march to the front, it 
being most important to surprise the ene- 
my and strike a blow while they were yet 
unprepared. It was then reported to. 
memorialist that the rebels were gathered 
in force at Suchiapu and Toba in the 
districts known as Peichuan and Hsichuan 
which consisted of groups of fortified villages 
filled with stern and determined rebels. 
So streng were these villayes and so con- 
fident. were the rebels in their strength that 
they openly detied the Imperial forces at 
Usining, who, considering their strength in- 
sufficient to drive the rebels out of their 
strongho'ds, hesitated to undertake the 
task. The troops at Hsining consisted of 
the territorial brigade under the com- 
mand of Brigadier-General Téng Tséng of 
that city, and the Tartar Cavalry Brigade 
under theManchu Imperial Commissioner of 
Hsining. Memorialist therefore determin- 
ed to attack the rebels at once, and dividing 
his own corps into two divisions, led per- 
sonally the first or advanced division to 
attack the rebels at Suchiapu or north of 
the valley. This division started for their 
destination on the 22nd and 23rd of Febru- 
ary last. The second or rear division 
started on the 26th of the same month for 
the west of the valley or the fortified 
villages at Toba, being reinforced by the 
troops of Brigadier-G-neral Téng Tséng 
and the Tartar cavalry under the Manchu 
Imperial Commissioner. After hard and 
determined fighting memorialist succeeded 
in taking by assault over forty fortified 
villages in the Suchiapu district, sweeping 
the whole region clean of the rebels. An 
outline of the fighting here had already 
been telegraphed to the Throne at the time 
by memorialist who also asked his Majesty 
to defer granting any promotions to the 
officers of his army until the second or 
rear division had completed their task of 
subjugating the rebels at Toba. His 
Majesty’s rescript granting memorialist’s 
request arrived by telegraph on the 6th of 
March last just at the moment when 
memorialist’s division reached the rear 
division's encampment before the first 
Toba village which, although supported by 
the Hsining brigades, the latter division 
had not succeeded in reducing as yet. But 
to relate the compaign of the first division, 
under memorialist, against the Suchiapu 
rebels. The rebels in that district were 
under a chief named Han Wen-hsiu, 
who with the main body held three passes 
on the east called Tungsankuan. By dint 
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of hard fighting memorialist’s troops gra- 
dually captured a number of villages which 
served as outworks to the stronghold at 
Suchiapu, driving the rebels from all sides 
into the place. Then after two days con- 
tinued assaults Suchiapu was finally taken 
by storm and the rebels put to the sword. 
A start was then made to join the force at 
Toba. In the meanwhile the rear division 
had fought the rebels at Toba under the 
chiefs Ma Ta-to‘u (Ma, ‘‘the Big Head”) and 
Wang San-ping. Trusting in the strength 
of their fortified villages the rebels coolly 
awaited the attack of our troops. The 
advanced guard of the second division con- 
sisting of a little over 2,000 men on arriving 
in the Toba frontier immediately found 
itself opposed by a force of rebels several 
times superior in number, who confident in 
their numbers and ability to annihilate our 
troops rushed with the utmost ferocity upon 
the advanced guard. Nothing daunted, 
however, and by dint of good discipline and 
superior weapons this small body of troops 
gallantly resisted the fierce onset of the re- 
bels killing large numbers of them until 
at last being joined by the main body, 
thereby equalising the conflict, the rebels 
lost heart and gave way on all sides. Just 
then memorialist’s division arrived on the 
spot, having captured Suchiapu and clear- 
ed the country in that vicinity of the 
rebels. Memorialist then gathered before 
him all the officers of his two divisions 
and read to them his Majesty’s gracious 
decree and he then called upon all to earn 
the promotions which his Majesty was 
ready to bestow on the bravest and most 
meritorious amongst them. The sacred 
edict was received with unbounded 
enthusiasm and everybody was eager 
to engage the enemy and _ take his 
villages by assault to prove their 
devotion to tle Throne. Just then the 
Buddhist militia in the town of Laku 
were being besieged by the rebels. Me- 
morialist therefore sent the Hsining 
brigades under General Téng Tséng to re- 
lieve Laku and also to hold the five 
villages there in order to cut off the retreat 
of the rebels, through which if defeated, 
the latter would barely attempt to escape, 
leaving the task of assaulting the fortified 
villages at Toba to the Hunan troops alone 
to deal with. On the 10th and 16th of 
March memorialist fought two bloody 
pitched battles with the rebels, who lost a 
total of between four and five thou- 
sand men, amongst them being twenty- 
three chiefs. The rebels had now, 
owing to their losses become quite dis- 
couraged and fled pell-mell into the 


villages, amounting to forty-six in all. 
These were besieged by forming a cordon 
around them, while a large force proceeded 
to take each village by storm. In this way 
not a single rebel escaped. Hiyhty-six 
more chiefs were either slain or captured 
and then beheaded, and the common rebels 
who ultimately surrendered uncondition- 
ally amounted to some 21,000 men, with 
over. 8,000 muskets and 1,600 horses. 
Had not terror already been struck into 
the hearts of the rebels by our suc- 
cesses at Suchiapu, such a large body of 
fighting men would hardly have surren- 
dered in this manner after only two great 
battles. Memorialist is therefore, now, 
able to report the complete subjugation of 
the districts of Peichuan and Hsichuan 
end would pray that his Majesty reward 
the officers of his army corps as previously 
promised. [Here follows the name of about 
250 officers and the promotion each de- 
served.]—Rescript: Granted, The Board of 
Civil Appointments and of War are com- 
manded to take note. 


3rd October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1.) The Commander-in-Chief of the 
Peking Gendarmerie reports the capture 
by his force of five members of a band of 
brigands who had been guilty of attacking 
a party of soldiers escorting the pay of 
some of the local regiments, capturing 
the money and killing several of the escort. 
Let these robbers be handed over to the 
Board of Punishments for trial, and let 
strict search be made for Chang Yii-shan 
and Liang Chiu-erh the other two members 
of the band who have so far escaped capture. 
Furthermore: let the said Commander-in- 
chief send us the names of the officers and 
men who executed the capture of the rob- 
bers, as soon as the Board of Punishments 
shall have completed the trial and given 
sentence on the robbers, in order that ade- 
quate rewards may be graciously awarded 
to the deserving gendarmes. 

(2) The same high official reports another 
capture by his force of five thieves, mem- 
bers of an organised gang of marauders, for 
stealing government property in the mili- 
tary godowns and ordnance storehouse of 
the Peking Field Force. Let the thieves 
be handed over as usual to the Board of 
Punishinents and let search be made for 
Ying-erh-ao-t‘au, the other member of the 
gang who has escaped capture thus far. 

(3, The other day we received a memorial 
from the Censor Yang Chung-yi denouncing 
Chao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiangsu, for 
using fgrce to compel people living in 
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sheds (i.e., squatters) to remove from their 
-domiciles, thereby almost causing an insur- 
rection at Soochow smongst these people. 
He also denounced Yeh MAuai-shan, the 
District Magistrate of Yuenhohsien (one of 
the three districts in the city of Soochow), 
for possessing an unenviable reputation for 
avarice, extortionate practices, etc. We 
immediately commanded Lung Chan-lin, 
the Literary Chancellor of Kiangsu, to make 
secret investigation into the truth of the 
above charges and his answer is now before 
us. He states that ever since Chao Shu-jao 
became Governor of Kiangsu (a year ago) 
he has been indefatigable in his efforts to 
sweep away all kinds of abuses in the 
government administration at Soochow and 
elsewhere, and has always been most 
earnest in protecting the interests of the 
people under him. In a word, the charges 
made against the said Governor are all 
groundless and the result of unreliable 
hearsay on the part of the said Censor. 
Under such circumstances, there is no 
necessity of dealing further with the above 
matter. But in the case of the magistrate 
Yeh Huai-shan, the accused official is re- 
ported to be a most undesirable officer and 
many complaints have been made by the 
people against his administration. Yeh 
Huai-shan is therefore hereby cashiered 
and dismissed from office. 


4th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


(1) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
announces that the 17th instant is the day 
set apart for worshipping at the temple 
dedicated to the Emperors of preceding 
dynasties. The Prince of Cheng is hereby 
commanded to sacrifice in our stead at the 
principal altars, while Chang Sui, P‘u 
Shan, P‘u Ting, and Pao Ch‘ang are com- 
manded to sacrifice in the Minor Courts on 
either side of the principal altars, 


(2) The 19th instant is further reported 
by the same Court to be the day for wor- 
shipping at the temple of the Tutelary 
God of the Imperial capital; Wén Hai is 
hereby ordered to sacrifice there on that 
day in our stead. 


(3). With reference to the case of the 
licentiate Wang Ching-hsien, who appealed 
personally to us this day, we hereby com- 
mand Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, 
and the Provincial Judge, to personally 
investigate the matter, and report to us. 
The Board of Punishments is also ordered 
to send the above-named complainant 
under escort to Tientsin to stand his trial 
there. 


111 


5th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a memorial from the 
Censor Chang Chao-lan denouncing the 
use of illegal and cruel tortures in the pro- 
vincial yaméns and praying that for the sake 
of the principles of justice and humanity 
an Imperial edict be issued strictly for- 
bidding such inhuman practices in the 
future and promising to visit condign 
punishment on the heads of the guilty 
officials if they should in future disobey 
our special mandate in the matter, etc. 
Now the Imperial dynasty has always 
sanctioned certain punishments for breakers 
of the law, but owing to frequent infraction 
of the statutes in this connection by cruel 
officials we have often issued edicts pro- 
hibiting such conduct. The said Censor, 
however, persists in stating that in many 
provincial yaméns our commands are still 
unheeded and illegal and cruel tortures 
are still used on prisoners. This is not 
exercising the clemency and kindness which 
we always try to enjoin our officers to use 
towards our subjects, and the charge made 
by the said Censor is a grave one. We 
hereby call once more upon the Viceroys 
and Governors of provinces to pay stricter 
heed to our numerous commands interdict- 
ing the use of cruel and illegal tortures in 
the departmental and district yaméns, and 
to denounce to us for punishment any 
officer who has been found to have dis- 
obeyed our special commands. Let there 
be no further lukewarmness in this matter. 


6th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


We have received a memorial from the 
Censor Hua Hui recommending irrigation 
works in various parts of the Empire in 
order to benefit the common people and 
proposing certain methods for the accom- 

lishment of his scheme. The Boards of 

evenue and of Works are commanded to 
deliberate thereon. 

No papers of interest. 


7th October. 


THE WORK OF THE KANSU TROOPS AGAINST 
THE REBELS. 


T‘ao Mu, acting Viceroy of the Shen-Kan 
provinces, and Tung Fu-hsiang, bearing 
the brevet rank of a President of one of 
the Six Boards and Provincial Commander- 
in-Chief of Kansu, jointly report the sub- 
jugation of the North Tatung Mahommedan 
rebels and the capture by assault of ten large 
fortified rebel villages in that district, 
North Tatung is a place fortified by nature, 
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added to which it abounds in deep moun- 
tain streams which are at times unford- 
able. Here, secure in the strength of their 
fastnesses, the rebels had made North 
Tatung their headquarters in that part of 
the province and defied the Imperial troops 
to take the place. It flanked the Toba 
rebels’ villages forming, as it were, mutual 
supports to each other. Itappears that soon 
after the subjugation of the Toba rebels by 
the Hunan army under Wei Kuang-tao, 
Governor-designate of Shensi, the remnants 
of those bands fled to North Tatung and 
joined forces with the rebels there, who 
were already formidable enough by reason 
of their numbers and general ferocity. At 
this place memorialists heard that the 
Mahommedans declared their intention to 
fight to the death, and their chiefs frequent- 
ly sent marauding bands in the plains to 
massacre and plunder wherever they could. 
The Kansu Corps under the second 
meniorialist were therefore ordered to 
clear the rebels from North Tatung and 
pacify the whole district. After a laborious 
march over hill and dale, in the midst 
of keen cutting winds and heary snow- 
storms, it being the commencement of 
spring, our troops succeeded in reaching 
their destination without any serious 
mishap. ‘The second memorialist then 
divided his forces into several bri- 
gades, with orders to enter North Ta- 
tung through different passes. There 
were many desperate battles fought amidst 
snow and ice; but our troops were 
victorious in every battle and succeeded 
at last in ousting the rebels from their 
fastnesses by the 17th of July last. In 
this way memorialists are able to report 
that the prefectures of Kanchou and 
Liangchou are now purged of every rebel 
band and peace and quiet reign once more 
in thdése regions. Appended is a list 
of deserving officers in this campaign with 
the request that his Majesty be pleased to 
grant rewards to the deserving.—Rescript : 
Granted. The Boards concerned are to tuke 
note therein. 


8th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chi Lan is appointed Assistant Censor 
of the Imperial Metropolitan Circuit of 
Peking. 

No papers of interest. 

9th October. 

RENDERING THANKS FOR PROMOTION. 

Nieh Chih-kuei, newly appointed Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Lower Kiangsu, and 
acting Treasurer of Chékiang, humbly re- 
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turns thanks for the distinction conferred 
on him by the grace of his Majesty by 
the appointment to Soochow as above 
noted. While holding the seals of the Pro- 
vincial Judgeship of Chékiang memorialist 
received on the 23rd of September last a 
notification from Governor Liao of the pro- 
vince announcing that owing to the death 
of Lung Hsi-ch‘ing, Treasurer and colleague 
of memorialist, he had been selected to. 
act as Treasurer pro tem. until such time 
as his Majesty had appointed a new 
Treasurer. Accordingly, on the next day 
memorialist received the seals of his new 
acting office and now takes the oppor- 
tunity to return thanks for his substantive 
appointment to Soochow, and at the same 
time reports the date of his taking over 
the seals of his acting appointnient. 
After memorialist shall have finished his 
duties concerning the opening of Hangchow 
to foreign commerce he will at once start 
for Peking in order to return thanks per- 
sonally to his Majesty for this extra act of 
graciousness.—Rescript : Noted, 


10th October. 


THE TARTAR-GENERAL OF HEILUNGCHIANG 
DENOUNCED. 


a 

Wén Yii, (Manchu) Censor and Keeper 
of the Seals of the Board of War, states. 
that he has heard that En Tsé, Tartar- 
General of Heilungchiang, although a man 
of some literary merit, has certain hobbies 
in the exercise of which he has often 
demeaned himself in a manner incom- 
patible with his station and official posi- 
tion. Now the three eastern provinces, 
namely, Heilungchiang, Kirin, and Féng- 
tien (Manchuria), are the foundation 
and home of the present dynasty. 
Owing, however, to the recent war the 
country has been much impoverished and 
the inhabitants are still suffering from its 
results. Then to put avaricious and un- 
scrupulous high officials over these poor 
people, naturally results in complaints 
from the latter against the treatment they 
have received. Hence it is contrary to 
the principles of justice and humanity to. 
remain silent in the midst of oppression 
and corruption so rife in at least one 
province—that of MHeilungchiang. The 
memorialist, moreover, has proofs of the 
misdemeanours of which he accuses En Tsé 
which he is now prepared to lay before the 
Throne. In the first place, En Tsé when 
Deputy Military Governor of Hunchun 
(near Vladivostock), hearing that in the 
vicinity of the river Kutuog there was con- 
siderable gold, secretly seut gangs of 
persons under confidential agents to seek 
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for the precious metal, and in two years 
filled his pockets to such an extent 
that he is now worth an incalculab'e 
amount. Last year when appointed to the 
acting Tartar-Generalship of Kirin, En 
Txé took advantage of the high price 
of gold ruling in the market and sold 
through agents a considerable amount of 
gold. In order to hide these transactions 
the buying shops were instructed to make 
false entries of having bought yellow rice. 
The purchasers were only too anxious to do 
this in order to escape extortionate fees 
from the petty local authorities. Hence 
one and all were most eager to buy En 
Tsé’s gold and many of them got suddenly 
rich by the deal. In the meanwhile En Tsé 
could gratify his hobby for precious 
stones and antique curiosities to the full 
extent, havirg so much ready money todo 
it with. This is nota mere statement of 
memorialist, for those living in the city of 
Kirin both saw and heard of the affair, 
En Tsé has evidently failed in his duty to 
the Throne and in the cunfideuce shown 
by his Majesty in appointing him to such 
a high office. When a subscription was 
started in Kirin to raise money to aid in 
arming the tertitorial militia with proper 
firearms, etc., Tis. 10,000 were raised from 
the taxes on tobacco, wine, and timber, while 
En Tsé himself contributed another Tis. 
10,000 which he reported to the Throne as 
‘* part of his salary saved by him years ago,” 
when in fact only those who knew not 
the man believed this tale. The accused 
Tartar-General has also been guilty of 
vandalism. He pulled down a number of 
official resting-stages in order to get 
materials for building a hunting-lodge for 
himself inthe hills, and despoiled a public 
assembly-house for a supply of materials to 
build a number of pleasure houses for him- 
self. Amongst these be built a bath-house 
after the foreign style of architecture, and at 
considerable expense. At the time when 
peace negotiations were being conducted 
with Japanand the result was still uncertain, 
En Tsé got permission to build a nuniber of 
frontier fortresses ; but as soon as peace 
was concluded, instead of going on with 
the work and preparing for eventualities 
in the fu'ure, he at once ordered the stop- 
page of ull work on them, while he utilised 
the people's forced labour collected for the 
former purpose to rebuild or repair the 
gardensand park inside the T'artar-General's 
yamén. Furthermore, being dissatisfied 
with the limited area of the yamén pleasure 
ground and houses he preceeded to lay out 
extensive gardens at a place called Huan- 
hsilin, or Happy Valley, to spend hia 
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leisure hours. There was, however, a 
rumour to the effect that it was being 
built by the Deputy Military Governor, Ex 
Hsiang, specially for the Russians! Upon 
hearing this En Tsé at once ordered the 
stoppage of all work in the Happy Valley. 
Memorialist further hears that when En 
Hsiang was acting Deputy Military 
Governor of Hunchun, he obtained the 
substantive appointment by the liberal use 
of bribes. This man, leaning upon )is 
superior En Tsé’s power to protect him, 
boldly reduced the strength of his battalions, 
by as many as fifty to sixty men in 
each, and the money thus saved he has 
placed in his own pocket. [The memorial 
then goes on to accuse En Tsé of partiality 
to certain men in his yamén, accusing each 
person by name and demanding their 
degradation as well as the dismissal and 
loss of rauk of En Tsé.J—Reseript : Decree 
later on, 


11th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the provincial and metropolitan adminis- 
tration. 

(2)’Mu Téng-ngéh is appointed Police 
Censor of the Southern City of Peking. 

(3) En P‘u is appointed to a similar 
post in the Northern City. 

(4) Granting rice to the various gruel 
stations at the capital in preparation for 
the coming winter months to relieve the 
poor and famine sufferers, 


THE SUBJUGATION OF THE MAHOMMEDAN 
REBELS AND THR COMPLETE 
PACIFICATION OF 
KANSU. 


Tung Fu-hsiang, an ottcer of the premier 
button with brevet rank of a President 
of one of the Six Boards and Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief of Kansu ; ‘lao Mu, 
an officer of the premier button, Governor 
of Chinese Turkestan, and acting Viceroy 
of the Shen-Kan provinces; and K'uei 
Shun, an officer with the brevet Deputy 
Military Governor’s rank and Imperial 
Commissioner at Hsining, hereby send a 
joint memorial reporting the complete 
pacitication of the Mahommedan rebellion 
in Kansu. In the 3rd moon of last 
year (Mny, 1895) there arose in the 
city of Hsunhua a religious riot between 
Buddhists and certain Mahommed:ns, end- 
ing iu the raising of the flag of rebellion 
by one Ma Yung-lin, a Mahomedan native 
of Hochou. The rebels under this chief 
and his lieutenants actually took advantage 
of the disturbed state of the country to 
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commit depredations in the vicinity of 
the provincial capital, Lanchou, held all 
the region to the south-east of that city, 
and laid siege to all the walled cities 
in that area. In the end of June 
the rebel Mahommedan Li Ch‘ang-fa 
and his son being joined by the Mahom- 
medan chiefs Ma K'‘uang-k‘uang, Chao 
Peli-hsiang, and others, all of Hochou, 
made a sudden descent on the city of 
Haich‘eng and captured that city after 
murdering the district magistrate and other 
local officials of the place. With the cap- 
ture of Haich‘eng the Mahommedans of 
Chanpa and Payenyungkéh roso en masse 
and joined hands with the rebels all around, 
so that by July, 1894, nearly the whole 
of the north-western and eastern portions 
of Kansu were overspread by marauding 
hordes vf the rebels. Jn fact, the Mahom- 
medan chief Han Weén-hsien held the 
region east of the prefecture of Hsining, 
called Tungsankuan or ‘Three Eastern 
harriers ;” Liu Fu-sze and others held 
Peich‘uan or “ North of the Va'ley ;” MaTa- 
t‘ou (‘* Ma the Big Head") and Wang San 
held Hsich‘uan or “West of the Valley ;” 
and Pao Liang and Liu Fu held the 
country in the region of North Tabt‘ung. 
Each of the rebel chiefs had under 
him several tens of thousands of Mah: m- 
medan rebels with whom they scoured the 
whole country, pillaging, destroying and 
killing wherever they went. In this man- 
ner over 150,000 unarmed Chinese Bud- 
dhists were butchered and mass«cred by the 
ruthless rebels, from first to last. All the 
months succeeding the general rebellion, 
the territorial troops were, at the com- 
mand of the former Vicervy, Yang Ch‘ang- 
chun, holding positions near Hochou trying 
to cut their way to Haicheng, the seat of 
the rebellion. In order to prevent the re- 
bellion from spreading into Shensi province 
that Viceroy immediately ordered the 
Cavalry Brigade of that province under 
Chang Shao-hsien, to join the forces of 
the former Commander-in-Chief of Kansu, 
General Li Pei-yung, to march into Knnsu 
and make Haicheng their objective point, 
thinking that with the fall of that city the 
rebellion would be quieted. This was 
done and communications at once restored 
between east and west. It was then decided 
by the then Viceroy and the third-named 
memorialist to send Brigadier-General 
Téng Tséng of Hsining to attack the rebel 
strongholda at Pakaitze, Kungku, and 
Shiht‘an, in order to relieve the siege of 
Hsiinhua, while Colonel Ho Chien-wei and 
his troops altacked Titao, having signalled 
for joint operations on. the part of the 
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local authorities of that city to make a 
sortie on the besieging rebels at the 
same time. Brigadier General Niu Sze- 
han was also commanded to hold 
the courier post at Pingyung with the 
object of gradually penetrating into the 
country held by the rebels besieging 
Hsining. All these plans, however, failed 
owing to the weakness of the Imperial 
forces, and the immense uumerical sup- 
etiori'y of the Mahommedan rebels. There 
was also a separate band of rebels which 
took and pillaged the Buddhist villages in 
Yungeh‘ang and Shantan, ete., whereby 
the communications with Kanchou and 
Liangchou were immediately interrupted. 
In November of that year the Viceroy Yang 
was superseded and the second-named mem- 
orialist appointed acting Viceroy. By the 
use of the Russian frontier telegraph lines 
memorialists were able to communicate 
on the north with the various besieged 
cities, and made aware of the state of affairs 
there, they were enabled to make forced 
marches with their various armies to 
converge upon the rebels and attack 
them singly and in detached purties. The 
history of the successful raising «f the 
siege of Hochou by the ftirst-named mem- 
orialist: has already been reported to the 
Throne at the time [vide Pekiny Gazette 
translations for December, 1895] as well as 
the subsequent operations against Hsining 
in which the rebels w-re defented with 
great slaughter in several great battles. 
The recent campaigns against North Tatung 
by Tung Fu-hsiang, and Peich‘uwn and 
Hsich‘uen by Governor Wei of Shensi 
have also been reported to the Throne 
[vide Gazette translations of last week] and 
as these were the last of the rebel strong- 
holds the whole province is now clear of 
rebels, which the memorialists now rejoice 
to report to his Majesty. — Rescripé: 
Noted. A Decree wil be issu d on this 
subject. 
12th O-tober. 


No papers of interest. 


13th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Decree sanctioning the presentation by 
the Governor of Shuntienfu (Peking) of 
nearly 1,000 piculs of rice for the gruel 
stations to relieve the local poor of the 
capital during the winter. 


14th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) The Board of Punishments is com- 


| manded to make strict investigation into 


the grievances of the Imperial Guardsman 
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Jui Ming who personally appealed to us 
this morning on the roadside. 

(2) We observed this morning that Li 
Hung-tsao, President of the Board of 
Rites, on reporting to us personally the 
expiration of his leave of absence, seemed 
to be still very weak and not quite 
convalescent. We therefore grant him a 
further extension of leave for another 
month and he is commanded to rest quietly 
while on leave until he gets thoroughly 
well, 

15th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Liu En-p‘u is appointed Chief Director 
of the Imperial Stud (Master of the Horse). 


No papers of interest. 


16th October. 
TAKING OVER THE SEALS, 


Wei Kuang-tao, Governor-designate of 
Shensi, reports that when at the head of 
his Hunan army corps in Kansu, operating 
against the Mahommedan rebels in conjunc- 
tion with the high civil and military officials 
of that province, he received an Imperial 
comm:«nd, by telegraph, ordering him that 
as le had done most successfully the work 
allotted to his army corps in capturing the 
rebel fortified villages at Suchiapu and 
Toba, thus preventing any attempt by the 
latter at penet:aling into Shensi province, 
it was His Majesty’s pleasure that the me- 
morialist shouid go to Shensi at once to take 
over the seals :£ the Governorship to which 
he had been previously appointed by 
Imperial grace, at the time when he and 
his troops were encamped at Shanhaikuan 
on the Chihli-Manchurian borders. In 
consideration of His Majesty’s gracious 
comminds and the pacification of the coun- 
try over which he had been campaigning, 
and seeing that the back of the Mahom- 
medan rebellion was at last broken, memo- 
rialist began his journey southwards from 
Asining for the provincial capital of Shensi 
(Hsian) on the Ist of June last, with tha 
intention of waiting en rovte at the city of 
Chanpeh for the Imperial Rescript in reply 
to memiorialist's last report on the successes 
of his army in Kansu. On arriving at the 
above city, however, memorialist was 
honoured by an edict sent by telegraph 
commanding him to continue his jourvey 
to Hsian without waiting in Chanpeh for 
His Majesty’s special decree. Memo- 
rialist accordingly arrived at the provincial 
capital of Shensi on the 18th of July last, 
and on the 21st of that month took over his 
seals of office from Chang Ju-mei, the Pro- 
vincial Treasurer and acting Governor. 


Memorialist found everything quiet in the 
province and now sends this report of the 
date on which he took over charge of his 
province.—Rescript: Noted. 


17th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
E-K‘6-t‘ang-a, Military Governor of Mouk- 
den and Tartar General of Féngtien, accus- 
ing Ch'in, Military Commandant (Manchu) 
of the city of Fuchou, Liaotung Peninsula, 
of employing dishonest and unscrupulous 
underlings who, working hand in hand with 
the military subordinates of the accused 
Commandant, have not only been receiving 
bribes on behalf of the accused for the 
purchsse of tax collec orships and other 
minor posts, but have also defrauded the 
government of large quantities of rice in 
the local granaries and also have sought 
every opportunity to increase their hoards 
of ill-gotten money by imposing pre- 
posterous fines upon the common people 
of that’ sub-prefecture. All these overt 
acts of injustice, dishonesty, and avarice 
have been proved, upon careful inveatiga- 
tion, by the memorialist, in consequence 
of which the accused officer must be punish- 
ed by being cashiered and dimissed from 
oftice. Investigation must also be made by 
the said ‘Tartar General to find out whether 
the frauds committed in the granaries have 
since been made good, and if not to have 
the accused officer arrested and compelled 
to refund the peculation made by him and 
his subordinates. Let there be no leniency 
shown towards the delinquents, 

(2) K‘uei Pin, Imperial Resident at 
K‘urun, Mongolia, is commanded to come 
to Peking to await other employment; and 
Lien Shun is ordered to go toK‘urun to take 
the post vacated by the said K‘uei Pin. 
Pao Ch’ang is hereby given the brevet 
button of an Assistant Deputy Military 
Governor and he is commanded to proceed 
to K‘obdo, Mongolia, to act as Assistant 
Imperial Resident there. He is to be 
allowed the privilege of using the Imperial 
Courier posts. 


18th October. 


KANSU MAHOMMEDAN REBELS IN CHINESE 
TURKESTAN. 

T‘ao Mu, acting Viceroy of the Shen- 
kan provinces and Chinese Turkestan, and 
substantive Governor of the last named 
Dependency, sends a joint memorial with 
Jao Yang-cli‘i, acting Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan or the New Dominion, and 
Provincial Treasurer of the same, report- 
ing the successful opposition of the 
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Imperial troops of Chinese Turkestan to an 
attempted invasion of that province by 
Mahoumedan rebels through the Great 
Wall, from the province of Kansu, and the 
complete defeat of the enemy, thereby free- 
ing eastern Chinese Turkestan from these 
pests. From reliable reports received from 
Hsining, the second memorialist learned 
in April last that a very large body 
of Kansu Mahommedan rebels were inten- 
ding to leave that prefecture and make a 
dash through the Great Wall into eastern 
Chinese Turkestan and its dependen- 
cies, Preparations were at once made by 
the second memorialist to meet the in- 
rush of this storm and satisfactory arrange- 
ments were made by telegraph with the first 
named memorialist at Lanchou, capital of 
Kansu, with Ch‘ang Kéng, ‘lartar General 
of Kuldja, and with Chang Chiin, Provincial 
Commander-in-chief of Kashgar, at Kash- 
gar, for them to send trons, post haste, to 
the vicinity of the Great Wall to fight the 
enemy wherever they might be found out- 
side that Wall. On the 15th of May last 
the second memorialist received the long 
anticipated information that an immense 
horde of Kansu Mahommedans consisting 
of fighting men, their wives and families, 
were approaching to att:ck the Barriers 
of Yiimén, one of the outlets of the Great 
Wall, that they had swept the region 
round about and were then marching from 
Wangtzeying to attack the city of Anyii. 
This city is one of the strategical points or 
‘*gates” leading into Chinese Turkestan, 
Hence Jao Ying-ch‘i despatched all avail- 
able troops on hand to Anyii with special 
injunctions to hold that place to the 
last extremity until reinforcements should 
arrive. But as Anyii and the post at South 
Ténghuang hill, are rxther exposed places, 
leading eastwards to Ch'inghai (Like 
Kokonor, Mongoli«) and the dependencies 
of Hsining prefecture, and westwards 
joined with the grest caravan route to- 
wards Lob Nor and Mienyen, a distance 
of several thousand li, through sny of 
which the rebels could, avoiding Anyii 
and South Ténghuang hill, pass and 
invade Hami, Turfan, or Urumtsi, etc., 
as well as any of the eastern cities 
of Chinese Turkestan, the second me- 
morialist was at a loss where to concentrate 
or post the troops he had available 
especially as the forces at his disposition 
were totally inadequate to guard all the 
above-noted inlets into his province. He 
was, however, relieved from temporary 
suspense by the receipt of a telegram on 
the 98th of May from General Niu Yun- 
ch‘eng, commanding at Yiimén, reporting 
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that the rebels had now moved in front of 
the fortified hamlet (Buddhist) of Ch‘ang- 
ma, seme forty miles (120 12) distant from 
Yiimén and were preparing to attack it. 
Further, that the inhabitants of Ch'angma 
had sent urgent appeals for aid to resist 
the anticipated onslaught of the blood- 
thirsty Mahommedan rebels. Upon re- 
ceiving the above appeal General Niu nt 
once started in person for Ch‘'angma with 
what forces he could spare for the purpose, 
consisting of four squadrons armed with 
repeating carbines selected from the two 
half regiments of cavalry under special his 
command, where he arrived, after a forced 
march, the same (day 19th May). Early 
in the morning of the next day, over a 
thousand mounted rebels were observed 
preparing to attack Ch'angma. Upon this, 
General Niu advanced hls cavalry for- 
ward to a farm called Chinchuany 
and there lay in ambush for the enemy— 
the hamlet of Ch‘angma being defended by 
the «armed villagers themselves, When 
the rebels advanced to the attack Geveral 
Niu troops dashed on the enemy’s flanks, 
but the rebels wheeling round faced our 
troops, fiylting desperately, in the mean- 
while. The battle lasted nearly eight 
hours, the rebels losing over 100 men 
killed on the battlefield, including a chief 
named Mahommed Shah, who carried a 
yellow binner on his lance. Eight pri- 
soners were also taken, while the number 
of the enemy’s wounded must have been 
considerable from accounts given by the 
prisoners themselves. Amongst the spuils 
captured from the enemy were six mules and 
horses and a large quantity of swords, lnnces, 
and banners. The rebels then retreated 
back to the hills. Our loss was only one 
killed and two wounded. Upon ques- 
tioning the prisoners it was found that 
they belonged to the great rebel horde 
which had quitted Hsining for the Great 
Wnull ; further, that when they started on 
their journey they numbered from 70,000 
to 80,000 men, women, and children, Theve 
were eventually divided, for the snke 
of subsistence, into three bands. Owing, 
however, to tho severity of the weather 
at tho time of the grand exodus, im- 
mense numbers had died, having fallen 
victims to want of food and the in- 
clemency of the season. ‘The Hea Chief 
of this horde of rebels was one Liu Sze-fu 
and his principal lieutenant was one Ma- 
After the division into 
three invading hordes, these two Chiefs 
were still at the head of over 20,000 fight- 
ing men. The prisoners belonged to 
Liu Sze-fu’s horde, and the reason why 
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he ordered the attack on Ch‘angma 
was because he had heard that the 
place was well stucked with grain and food 
stuft:, He accordingly selected over 1,000 
lances, chosen for their strength and 
skill as horsemen, to attack and capture 
Ch‘angina which he intended to make the 
base of his next step iuto Turkestan ; the 
next objective point being the strong 
fortified post called Homa. The superiority 
in arms and discipline of General Niu’s 
troops, however. checked the plans of the 
rebel leader, and though much superior in 
numbers the Jatter was compelled to fn'l 
back into the hills east of Chfangma. On 
tho day after the battle (2Ist May) General 
Niu again made a reconnuissance in force 
to the farm of Chinchuang and thereby 
betrayed the slenderness of his force to the 
enemy’'sscouts who hadapparently been mis- 
informed of his true strength. The enemy 
had, however, retired to Yenchiliwan. 
Word was accordingly brought into camp, 
hy spies, that the rebels were preparing 
to make another attack upon Ch‘angma 
knowing now the weak force which de- 
fended the town. But, in the meanwhile, 
(on the 19th) the second memorialist who had 
telegraphed for them, had already sent on 
to Ch‘angma the sime night a half regiment 
of cavalry under Oolonel Sieh ‘Tien-li, one 
regiment of cavalry under General P‘éng 
Li-tany, and one battalion of infantry 
under Culonel Lo Ping-an. On the 22ud 
of that month, therefore, when the enemy 
had massed their troops in front of 
Ch‘angma they found General Niu so 
stronyly reinforced that their hearts ap- 
parently tailed them, and, avoiding a battle, 
they retreated t» a distance of twenty-five 
miles to a place called the Fatu Sandhills. 
There they threw up entrenchments. to 
strengthen theic position. As the rebels 
were still numerically much superior lo 
our troops and travelled rapidly from one 
place to another, it was found impossible 
either to capture the whole body or to make 
them surrender. Hence the second me- 
morialist issued proclamations for dis- 
tribution to tha rebels showing them the 
hopelessness of their cause, the ever- 
gracious mercy of the Emperor to those 
who really repented, and the successive 
defeats of their co-religionists in Kansu 
by the Imperial Generals, of Inte. Those 
who surrendered would be sure of merciful 
treatment and food and raiment, ete. At 
the saine time orders were tiansinitted to 
prosecute the campnign as vigorously as 
possible. Liu Sze-fu, however, knowing 
that the enormity of his crimes against 
his Emperor precluded him from any 


expectation of mercy, persuaded his peo- 
ple to fight on and defend the passes 
leading to their temporary stronghold in the 
sandhills, General Niu now marched to 
frce the passes »nd on the 29th of the month 
began his attack marching by échelons of 
sqitares. His own troop led the advance on 
the right laving the half regiment of 
cavalry under Colonel Sieh Tien-li, marching 
in echelon, in his immediate rear. On the left 
wag General P‘eng’s cavalry regiment, and 
marching in échrlon in his rear was the 
foot battalion of Colonel Lo P'ing-an. 
Sending frem the beginning a perfect 
storm of bullets into the ranks: of the de- 
fenders in the passes our troops rushed 
onward to the attack, and at last after a 
desperate battle lasting from 8 o'clock a.m. 
to 12 noon, took possession of the entrance 
to one of the passes, killing nearly 1,000 of 
the enemy in this battle. The rebels also 
lost two leaders; one slain in battle(Mahom- 
med Chia-san) and the other captured alive 
called Mahommed the 3rd Mullah or 
Priest. Our losses in slain were three 
captains and thirty odd soldiers and 
troopers, and seventy odd men wounded— 
out ofa force, all told, of about 900 men— 
the rest being left to guard points of com- 
munication in the rear, whilst the enemy 
numbered over 10,000 men. After the 
battle over 200 rebels cime over and 
surrendered themselves and were after- 
wards sent to Ch‘angma for further dis- 

oss, Atthis time, Liu Sze-fu, the Herd 
Chief of the rebels in the hills, tried 
treachery by sending a force of rebels to 
pretend to surrender and to report that 
he (Liu Sze-fu) also wanted to surrender. 
But Genera] Niu, knowing the treacherous 
character of Liu Sze-fu, while pretending to 
believe in the story of the Intter’s wish to 
surrender, kept on his guard all the while, 
He was not deceived. Ou the night (11. 
o’clock) preceding the day of the supposed 
surrender, several thousand rebels nmdea 
rush at the entrenched camp of our troops, 
exporting to take us by surprise. But being 
on his guard General Niu was ready to 
reccive the enemy’s onslaught. The rebels 
were repulsed with much slaughter ; but 
they came on, again and again, to the 
attack, losing heavily bythe move. When 
day dawned our troops took the offensive. 
The eremy’s loss was by this time some 
800 men, and getting disheartened and 
seeing our troops march out against them 
the former fled, being pursued to a dis- 
tance of some five miles. The rebels then 
separated in the hills and our troops 
marching in to search for the enemy killed 
another 300 edd of them. Liu Sze-fu then 
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with a strong body of horsemen fled in a 
westerly direction. (Note: into Kukovor, 
Mongclia, where he defeated and slew 
a Mongol Prince. Vide former Gazet'e. 
Translator.) Here the remainder consisting 
of over 6,000 men, women, and children sur- 
rendered to General Niu, thereby leaving 
the approaches into Chinese Turkestan com- 
pletely free of rebels. Had the rebels suc- 
ceeded at the outset in taking Ch‘angma 
with its well-stocked granaries, they would 
would have had a strong base and with 
the éclat of success there is no knowing to 
what an extent the rebellion in Chinese 
Turkestan would have spread. Fortunate- 
ly the bravery and good generalship of 
General Niu with his small force saved 
memerialists’ province from the horrors of 
rebellion and indiscriminate slaughter.— 
Rescript: A special decree will be issued in 
this connection. 


19th December. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Sheng Hsiian-huai, Customs Tatai of 
Tientsin, was received in audience by His 
Majesty this morning in the Grand Council 
Chamber. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received » memorial from 
Ch‘en Pao-chen, Governor of Hunan, 
denouncing an already cashiered prefect for 
associating with dishonest and unscrupuleus 
gentry for the purpose of swindling the 
people of Cha‘ngsha, etc. With reference 
tu Wén Chieh, the accused ex-offi ial, it 
appears that having been holding the pust 
of prefect for a great number of yerrs 
in Hunan he had got into evil habits, 
and hence was in the habit of harbour- 
ing evil characters in his yamén, there- 
by making for himself a bad reputation 
amongst the people of Hunan. We 
therefore command that he be agnin 
cashiered and dismissed for ever from the 
public service. As for the notable Wu 
Ai-ting alias Wu Chin-t‘ang, who associated 
with aud influenced the cashiered prefect, 
we hereby command that his brevet button 
of a sub- prefect be taken away from hin 
aud that he be placed under the strict 
surveillance of the local authorities of his 
town. 


(2) An edict issued in conformity with a 
eulogy passed by the same Governor on 
the good character and ability of a dozen 
or fifteen department and district magis- 
trates of Hunan and enjoining upon them 
all to persevere in preserving their reputa- 
tions as honest admiuistrators and virtuous 
guides of the people. 


(3) Li Tien-lin is appointed Senior, and 
Hua Chin-shou Junior, Director of the 
Supervisora'e of Instruction of the Heir 
Apparent. 


20th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the metropolitan and provincial ad- 
ministrations. 


(2) We have received the joint memorial 
of Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chibli, and 
Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy : f the Hukuang 
provinces, recommending that the railway 
between Pekingand Hankow be constructed 
by a commercial company called the Head 
Office of Radway Construction jn China, 
and suggesting that the Director Ganeral- 
ship of the said Head Office be given to 
Sheng Haiian-luai, etc. We approve of 
their suggestions and order thst the 
said Sheng Hsiian-huai vacate his present 
post of Customs Taotai of Tientsia, that 
he be granted instead the rank of an ex- 
pectant Metropolitan Court Officer of the 
4th grade and that he be appointed Di-ector- 
Geueral of Railway Construction. 


(3) The Grand Secretary Chang Chih- 
wan having already three times prayed 
that he be permitted to resign his various 
titles and posts on the ground of illness, 
we ns often allowed him extra leave 
of absence, being loath to lose a fiithful 
and diligent officer of ovr Court. With 
the last leave of absence granted him 
Chang Chih-wan now reports that although 
it has expired he still finds himself 
physically unable to resume his active 
duties aud therefore prays once more to be 
allowed to resign. As he has already 
passed the great age of eighty and ve find 
that his age alone would bar his attempt- 
ing to re-enter public office, we lereby 
grant him his desire with the additim that 
he be permitted to retire on full pay as a 
Grand Secretary with all the privilezes of 
his rank, as a token of our appreciaton of 
his services and the wish that his Ife be 
prolonged for many years to come. 


21st October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Kang Yi, Vice-Presidet of the Bord of 
Revenue, is appointed Chief Compier of 
the new edition of the Collected Insttutes 
of the Dynasty. 


INVERIAL AUDIENCES. 


His Majesty granted andience in the 
Grand Council Chamber this mornng to 
the Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang, who 
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reported his return from his special mis- 
sion to Russia, Great Britain, the United 
States, etc., and to Chang Tséng yi, Provin- 
cial Judge-desiguats of Fukien. Lrter in 
the werning His Majesty proceeded to the 
Wénhua Throne hall to grant special au- 
dience to H.E. Baron Heyking, Imperial 
German Minist-r to Pekiny, and the Rus- 
sian Minister Fei Ké. 


22nd October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Shu Cheng is reappointed Superin- 
tendent of government silk looms at Hang- 
chow for another year. 

(2) Liang Pei is appointed chief Manchu 
Supervisor of the State Historiographer’s 
Office. 

(8) The 5th of Nvember being the first 
day of the winter of 1896, when sacrifices 
should be made at the Ancestral Hall of 
our Imperial dynasty, we intend to go and 
perform worship there in our own person. 
P'u Chi-g is commanded to sacrifice at 
the rear court, Ying Chiin at the eastern 
court, and Huang Yung-an at the western 
court of the Hallon that day. 

(4) The 14th of November next being 
the anniversary of the birthday of H.I.M. 
the Empress Dowager, we hereby command 
the Prince «f Cheng to s-critice at the 
Ancestral Hall of our dynasty in honour of 
the occasion. 

(5) The Captain-General of the Peking 
Geudarmerie reports the capture by his 
men of nine members of a gang of mur- 
derers and brigands who had been sought 
for murdering a man whom they had 
robbed, and against which gang also is the 
charge of having opposed, firearms in 
hand, the gendarmes sent to capture them, 
resulting in the wounding of some of the 
latter, etc. Let all be sent to the Board 
of Punishments for trial and punishment 
in accordance with the law of the land. 
Search is further to be made for another 
inember of the gang who so far has escaped 
arrest. 

(6) The Board of War is commanded to 
deliberate upou tlhe memorial of the 
Captain-General of .Genarmerie recom- 
mending certain of his ofticers who have 
distinguished themselves by their ability 
and diligence in the performance of their 
duties. 


23rd October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

On a former occasion the Censor Chiang 
Shih-fén accused one H-ii Ch‘ing-ch‘uan, 
sub-prefect of Tingchou, in Chihli, of 
avarice and various other misdemeanours, 


and we consequently commanded Wang 
Wén-shao, Viceroy of the said province, to 
investigate the charges and report truth- 
fully to us thereon. The reply of the 
said Viceroy is now before us in which he 
declares that not one of the charges made 
against the said sub-prefect has been 
proved npon investigation, but it appears 
that the acensed is a man of vacillating 
character aud easily influenced by thosa 
around him, and that he is indeed a person 
of medivcre abil ties. Hence the accused 
official was never able to put a curb upon 
the irregularities of his underlings, and 
further, by his inability to maintain an 
efficient police to deal with the brigandage 
question in Tingeheu, he has shown his 
unfitness to hold the chief magistracy 
of an important city. Haviny duly 
weighed the report of the said Viceroy, 
we hereby command that the said Hsii 
Ch‘ing-ch‘uan be degraded one step in 
rank to that of a department magistrate of 
the 6th grade, as a warning to other 
officials who may be afflicted in the same 
way throughout our Empire. The Board 
concerned is commanded to take note 
thereon. 


24th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie (sometimes styled the military 
Governor of Peking—Translator) reports the 
capture by his force of four robber», a por- 
tion of a gang of notorious cut-throats who 
have been infesting the Imperial Prefecture 
of Shuntienfu commiting numerous rob- 
berries frequently xccompanied by blood- 
shed. The prisoners are hereby ordered vo 
behanded over to the Board of Punishments 
for trial and punishment in accordance with 
the laws of the land, and the memorialist is 
further ordered to make strict search for 
the remainder of the gang who are still at 
large, three of whom are known by name. 
It is important that the whole gang be 
exterminated as a warning to other bad 
characters. 

(2) The same high military officer further 
reports the capture of nine desperadoes 
who have been causing much trouble in 
the Gendarmerie by repeated rob- 
beries and murders as well as armed 
resistance to the constituted authorities. 
These robbers are hereby ordered to be 
handed over to the proper Board for 
punishment, and strict search should be 
made to capture the rest of the band now 
at large. After the Board of Punishments 
shall have sentenced the robbers accurding 
to lay, we command the said Commandant 
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to present to us alist of his officers and 
men who have distinguished themselves by 
their bravery and energy in capturing the 
above-named desperadoes, in order that 
we may confer upon the most deserving 
suitable promotion in rank as an en- 
couragement to the rest of the force to 
emulate exch other in deeds of bravery 
and vigilance in the performance of their 
duties. The Boards concerned are hereby 
commanded to take note there -n. 

(3) Hsi Chin, President of the Board of 
War, is hereby also appointed acting Com- 
mandant of the Peking Gendarmerie. 

(4) The Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang 
is hereby commanded tu do duty as a 
Minister of the Tsungli Yamén. 

(5) On the 22nd of this month, we are 
informed, the Grand Secretary Li Hung- 
chany trespassed into the forbidden pre- 
cincts of our Palace of Yuen Ming Yuen 
for the purpose of taking a look around 
the place. This unauthorised excursion 
into the Imperial enclosure is a decided 
breach of Court etiquette and we are there- 
fore compelled to land the said trespasser 
over to ths Board of Civil Appointments 
for the determination of a suitable penalty. 

(6) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports that on the morning 
of the 22nd instant, as Hsu Yung-yi, Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments, was passing in his sedan chair 
through Chessboard Street in the vicinity 
of the Chienmén gate of the ec:pital, 
he was suddenly attacked by «n ex- 
cavalryman, named Lin Kuang, who drew 
a pistol and fired its contents full 
into the sedan chair above named. 
The shot broke the glass window of -the 
chair and the fragments striking the cheek 
of the said Vice-President made a slight 
wound thereon. The would-be assassin 
was at once taken into custody, but upon 
being questioned in the memorinlist’s 
yamén his answers were for the most 
part evasive, preventiny the true motives 
of his attack from being obtained, etc. 
That the captured ex-cavalryman should 
have dared to attempt to assassinate 
with a pistol a high officer of the 
Court right beneath the shadow of the 
Imperial Palaces, is an act of temerity and 
contempt of the laws which is without 
parallel, and therefore deserves »n extra 
degree of punishment. We, therefore, 
command that the would-be assassin be 
at once landed over to the Board of 
Punishments for a strict investigation, and 
that his crime be visited one degree more 
severely than in the case of an ordinary 
attack of this nature. 


We further ¢om- | 


mand the Captain-General of the Yellow 
Manchu Banner corps to place upder 
surveillance the Cornet named Tsa belong- 
ing to tat Banner who has been implicated 
by the confession of the would-be ass»ssin 
at his last trial. 


25th October. 


THE REVENUES OF FENGTIEN AFTER THE 
; LATE WAR WITH JAPAN. 
E-k‘6-t‘ang-a, Military Governor of 
Moukden and Tartar-General «f Fang'ien, 
sends in his aunual report for the 21st 
year of our reign of the likin revenues of 
his province. According to the report of 
the Chief Likin Bureau authorities of 
Moukden, commencing from the Ist day of 
the Ist moon of the 21st year of our 
reivn and ending the last day of 
the 12th moon of the same year (25th 
January, 1895, to 12th February, 1896, 
inclusive) there were collected py the 
various likin barrier stations in the province 
on merchandise and home manufactures 
the total sum of Féngtien copper cash 
640,890 strings (each ‘‘string” of cash 
is computed in M«nchuria at 160 cash 
—Translator) and 470 cash. For the 
likin on Tea which according to pre- 
cedent is summarised in a separate re- 
port, the said Bureau reports that there 
were collected on the sxid commodity the 
sum of Tis. 526.65 for the whole year 
under review. Copies of the above reports 
have also been sent to the Board of Revenue 
aud memorialist now requests that the 
said Board be commanded to record the 
saine ng usual.—KRescript: Noted, Let the 
said Bourd also take note. 


26th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

As the 29th instant is an Imperial festival 
all Court offic'als and high Ministers, and 
the Princes, Dukes and vobles who are to 
be on duty at Court on that day aro com- 
manded to appear in full Court robes for 
the whole day. 

No papers of interest. 


27th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Ch‘ang Ming is hereby appointed Chief 
Director (Manchu) of the Banqueing 
Court. 


28th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the appeal to us of 
the commoner Yao Hsi-tao, we hereby 
command T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the 
Two Kuang provinces, and Haii Chéng-yi, 
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Governor of Kuangtung, to personally re-try 
the case in conjunction with the Provincial 
Judge and decide it in accordance with the 
laws ofthe Empire. The Board of Punish- 
ments is also commanded to send the said 
appellant under escort to Canton in accord- 
ance with the usual procedure in such 
cases, in order that he may give evidence 
in the matter. 

(2) Jén ‘Tao-jung, acting Director- 
General of the Yellow River in Houan, 
reports that all is quiet, at present on 
the river in his jurisdiction and that 
the year now closing has b-en free 
from any great casualt-es ciused through 
the overflowing of the embankments and 
dykes in Honan, and declares his thank- 
fulness for the protection of the yods. 
We are also thankful for the mercies shown 
by the river gods and uow desire to show 
it by seudiug ten sticks of gre:t Tibetan 
incense to Jén Tao-jung with the command 
that he shall take them and personally 
lay them at the altars of the river 


god and offer them on our behalf 
to that divinity, As for the officials 
in charge of the conservation of the 


said river to whom is partly duo the 
satisfactory state of the river, we hereby 
desire to show our appreciation of their 
diligence and energy by commanding the 
Board of Civil Appointments to decide 
upon extraordinary honours to be conferred 
upon the followiay officers :—Ngéh-lé- 
ching-ngéh, Provincial Treasurer of Honan, 
Lu Hsiang-jung, ‘aotai of the K‘ai-kuei- 
ch‘éng-hsiti Intendancy, of that province, 
and Ts6n Ch‘un-jung, Taotai of the Hopei 
(North of the river) Intendancy. 


29th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ying Lien is appointed Deputy 
Assistant Military Governor of the city of 
Kirin and its dependencies. 

(2) Yén Mou, Military-Governor of the 
city of Kirin and Tartar-General of the 
province of that name, reports that Fu Erh- 
tan, Deputy Assistant Military Governor 
of the city of Kirin being in delicate health 
prays to be allowed to resign his post, 
etc. The request is granted and Fu Erh- 


tan is permitted to return to his Banner, 


Reservation to recruit his health. 


30th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the report of the 
Board of Civil Appointments which was 
commanded, the other day, to deliberate 
upon the penalty due to the Grand 
Secretary, Li Hung-chang, for trespassing 


on the forbidden precincts of the Imperial 
Palace of Yuen Ming Yuen on the 22nd 
instant, it has been suggested that 
by law the said Grand Secretary should 
be cashiered for the offence, etc. By 
special grace we, however, change the. 
penalty to one of forfeiting his pay for one 
year, without the privilege of viving up a 
good ‘‘ mark” as a set-off against the said 
forfeit. 

(2) Jén Tao-jung, acting Director-Gen- 
eral of the Yellow River is hereby con- 
firmed in his post as substantive Director- 
General of the same. 


3lst October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Appointing and promoting a large num- 
ber of officials to the Metropolitan and 
Provincial administrations. 


No papers of interest. 
1st November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Mien Wén (Manchu) is appointed 
Chief Director of the Supervisorate of 
Instruction of the Heir Apparent. 

(2) The Governor and Governor Adjunct 
of Shuntienfu (Peking) report that there 
is within their jurisdiction an octogena- 
rian member of the gentry, named Ch-ung 
Pao who one cycle (six y years) ago at- 
tained the degree of chujéw or Provincial 
Graduate and attended the Imperial Lu- 
ming Banquet granted on that occasion to 
the new graduates. After the lapse of sixty 
years the said Ch‘ung Pao who holds the 
rank of a brevet premier civil button and 
ex-Provincial ‘lreasurer of Shantung, is 
still in the possession of his faculties and 
ready to enter a second time the Lwming 
Banquet which is the privilege allowed in 
such cases. The memorialixts therefore 
pray that we grant Ch‘ung Pao the above 
privilege, ete. While granting the request 
we hereby further bestow upon the said 
octogenarian notable the brevet rank of a. 
Board President as a token of our appre- 
ciation of the occasion, 

2nd November. 
No papers «f interest. 
3rd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Governor and Governor Adjunct 
of Shuntienfu send us a list of the names 
of subscribers to the famine fund of Peking 
and Chihli for the past year, corrected up 
to date in accordance with the objections 
made by the Board of Civil Appointments 
which had been commanded by us to 
report upon the ranks and promotions to- 
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be given in favour of the said subscribers. 
We hereby send the said corrected list to 
the Board concerned with the command 
that the usual report be made on it 
pending the issue of an edict sanctioning 
the promotions, etc., asked for by the said 
memorialists, 


(2) Shuang Lin, the former Deputy 
Assist-nt Military Governor of Hulunpe’rh, 
Mongolia, who was ordered to return to 
Peking to await some other employment is 
hereby commanded to do duty as formerly 
at the Chientsing gate of the Imperial 
Palace. 


4th November. 


INNOVATIONS AND REORGANISATION IN THE 
PEIYANG ADMINISTRATION. 


Wang Wén-shao, degraded three steps 
in rank, but retained in office as Viceroy 
of Chihli and Imperial High Commis- 
sioner of the Peiyang Administration, 
begs to report the changes he has made 
in his administration (since the late war), 
and the steps towards reorganisation made 
in the direction of both military as well 
as naval affairs in his jurisdiction. The 
plans of reprganisa ion started by the 
memorialist consisted in adding to the 
Peiyang Navy fast cruisers to be ulilised 
as scouts ; training ships for cadets where 
both the practical and theoretical branches 
of their profession might be constantly 
pursued without interruption ; shipyards 
and docks ; machine shops for the repairing 
of ordnance and firearma, and the engage- 
ment of properly qualified tutors tos per- 
intend ! he theoretical education of midship- 
men attached to the fighting ships of the 
Peiyang fleet. Tun «addition, memorialist 
has also proviced the means by which 
to pay the addi‘ional wages of the newly 
orgavised Jand forces of the administration, 
etc. The naval «lefences of the Peiyang, 
of course, had a programme (before the des- 
tructicn of the fleet at Weihaiwei)and with 
this as a basis the memorialist has greatly 
enlarged and reorganis-d his new schemes as 
the occasion justified. He.has alse ordered 
considerable machinery required for the 
purpose of restoring the various shops 
{depleted by the Japanese) and engaged 
the necessary artisans and labowera for 
them. Memorialist has also selected the 
deputies and officials qualified to take 
charge of the ordnance department, military 
and civil hospital and the dredgers con- 
nected with the said administration. He 
has further endeavoured to make proper 
ceforms in the military and naval schools 
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at Tientsin so that there may be no lack 
of qualified «-fficers when the country needs 
them. Peremptory orders have also been 
transmitted to the officers in ch«rge of the 
training ships and those in charge of the 
military and naval cadets to maintain strict 
discipline in their several departments and 
to train all in the proper way. All these 
have been made un ‘er ivstructions of the 
Throne and memorialist has dilivertly tried 
to enforce the Imperial commands in this 
matter. Memorialist has since received 
the report of the Provincial Treasurer 
and Taotais in charge of the Naval 
and Military Defence Pay Department 
to the effect that they have begun upon 
the reorganisation and repairs required 
to place the shipyards and docks at Port 
Arthur (Lushunk‘ou) on a proper footing, 
and that competent officers have been sent 
to the spot to superintend the neeessary 
work thereon. As for the money required 
to keep the new cruisers (torpedo cruisers) 
Feiting and Feiying in a proper condition 
with full complements of mev, memorialist 
has arranged that the Army Rice Depart- 
ment shall furnish i: and transmit the 
fuuds to the Pay Department sbove named 
to be paid monthly to the respective 
crews. The new cruiser Chienching built 
at the Foochow N.val Yard for the Pei- 
yang administration, has had her name 
changed to that of Tungchi, while the 
changes necessary on board to fit her for a 
training ship for naval cadets have already 
been completed satisfactorily. Memorialist 
also, in accordance with his scheme of 
reorganisation, has arranged? for the esta- 
blishinent of a training school for soldiers 
who have shown aptitude and ability. 
A school for the study of the Russian 
language has also been inaugurated at 
Tientsin, in accord nce with a proposal 
formerly made to the Throne, while, 
attached to the Ordnance Department, 
a mechine shop hns also been built with 
the necessary accessories for the repair of 
firearms, ete. The utmost economy, com- 
patible with thoroughness, has been exer- 
cised in all the above innovations and 
reorganisations, and whatever, owing to 
the multiplicity of matters, may have 
been allowed to pass uunoticed snd ne- 
glected, at present, will be dealt with in 
the future as the matters crop up. The 
memorialis! would request that the various 
Boards concerned, namely, Revenue, War, 
and Works, be instructed to take note of 
the reorganisation work now going on and 
place the same on record in the said Boards. 
—Rescript : Noted. Let the Boards concerned 
also take note. 
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5th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Liu Ch‘i-hsiang is appointed Taotai 
of the Su-Sung-T‘ai Intendancy (Shanghai 
‘Taotaiship) of Kiangsu. 

(2) We have received the report of Weng 
Wéen-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, announcing 
‘the peaceableness of the Tungming branch 
of the Yellow River during the past 
autumn months, ete. It appears that 
‘during the summer of this year the Yellow 
River which flows through the district 
of Tungming, in Chihli, suddenly arose, 
bursting its banks. By the great exertion 
and energy of Wang Wéun-shao and his 
subordinates the bre:ch was at last made 
good and the river has not overflowed 
since. We are deeply thankful t» the gods 
for their benevolence and protection on 
behalf of our people and in token thereof 
we command that ten sticks of Great 
Tibetas incense be sent to Wang Wén-shao, 
who is ordered to hand them over to Wan 
Pei-ying, Taotai of the Ta-Shun-Kuang In- 
tendancy, with instructions to proceed in 
person to the dragon temples in the villages 
of Lilienchnang, Kaoch‘un, and Huang- 
chun and burn them at the altars there 
on behalf of ourselves to show our grati- 
tude for the protection afforded to our 
subjects in that region. 


6th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Liao Shou-féng, Goverior of Ché- 
kiang, reports the sudden death at Hangchow 
-of Lung Hsi-ch‘ing, Provincial Treasurer of 
the same, and prays that the usual govern- 
ment grant be bestowed upon his family. 
We had always found Lung Hsi-ching 
diligent and careful in attending to his 
duties in whatever rank he happened to 
be placed ; but with reference to the claim 
for extra recognition on the ground of his 
having formerly served successfully in the 
army, we would remind the memorialist 
that the deceased Treasurer was on that 
very ground appointed by extra Imperial 
grace to the position he held at his death. 
Mence we cannot grant the prayer that 
posthumous honours and extraordinary 
grants be {ordered in his case, placing him 
on the list of officers who had died oa 
active service while fighting in the army 
against an enemy. 

(2) We have received the commands of 
H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager Tse-hai, 
ete., etc.. to appoint Kang Yi, Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Revenue, to proceed 
to Her Imperial Majesty's special mauso- 
Jeum in P‘utu Valley, in the Happy Region 


of a Myriad Years (Western Gills, Peking), 
to make an estimate of the work necessary 
for making certain repaira, as well as to 
erect extra buildings there. 


7th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Yiin Tsu-yi, Provincial Judge of 
Hupeh, is hereby promoted to become 
Provincial Treasurer of Chékiang, vice 
Lung Hsi-ch‘ing, deceased. The Taotai 
Ma En-pei is hereby promoted to the 
Judgeship vacated by the said Yiin Tsu-yi. 

(2) Li Ping-heng. Governor of Shantung, 
reports the successful closing of the breach 
of the Yellow River at Chaochiachuang, 
Shantung, etc. We are deeply gratified 
at this clemency and benevolence of the 
gods and hereby desire to show our 
gratitude by sending ten sticks of Great 
Tibetan incense to Li Ping-heng with 
instructions to offer them up at the altar of 
the dragon temple in that village. With 
reference tu the postscript memorixl of the 
said Governor asking that the Imperial 
approval be given in regard ‘0 the energetic 
and diligent conduct of officers charged 
with the filling up of the above breach, we 
hereby comiand that the Board of Civil 
Appoin'ments shall deliberate as to the 
special honours to be conferred upon Li 
Hsi-chieh, the newly appointed Txotai of 
the Féng-Yun-Liu-Sze Intendancy of Anhui, 
and that Yii Hsien, the new Provincial 
Judge of Shantung, formerly Taotai of the 
Yen-Yi-Ts‘av-Chi Intendancy of Shantung ; 
Ma Kai-yi, and Chiang Chao-k‘uei expect- 
ant Taotais of Shantung, and Chieh Ch‘an- 
sheng, Taotai of the Chi-Tung-T‘ai- Wu-Ling 
Intendancy, be also handed to the same 
Board for the determination of adequate 
rewards therefor. 


8th November. 
No papers of interest. 
9th November. 


INPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wu Chung-hsi is appointed Grain 
Intendant of the Chiang-An Circuit (North 
Kiangsu and Anhui), 

(2) Ké Pao-hua is appvinted Vice Direc- 
tor of the Transmission Office, at Peking. 

(3) P‘an Yiin is appointed a sub-Chan- 
cellor of the Grand Secretariat. 

(4) As the post of Senior Prefect of 
Honan, viz, the prefecture of K‘aiféng, 
capital of Honan, is one of great importance, 
we hereby command the Governor of the 
said province to select from amongst 
the substantive prefects under him the 
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man best fitted to fill the post, and let 
Chang K‘ai be appointed to the prefecture 
vacated by the said Governor’s choice. 


10th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘ien K6, Manchu Brigade General 
of Miyuen, Chihli, accuses the district 
magistrate of that city of having persisted 
in spite of repeated remonstrances from 
the memorialist, in adulterating with damp 
rice and husks the grain issued from the 
district grauaries for the sustenance of the 
Manchu troops there. It appears that the 
accused ofticial Ying Cli‘ien omitted to air 
the rice in the granaries as he should have 
done, or to use sieves tn extract the husks 
therefrom. Further he took no notice of 
the remonstrances made on the subject, 
thereby culpably delaying in issuing the 
rations to the troops to the manifest in- 
convenience of all concerned. Ying Ch‘ien 
is therefore ordered to be handed over to 
the Bourd for the determination of a suit- 
able penslty for his negligence. 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations. 


DECREES ON THE CRUSHING OF THE MAHOM- 
MEDAN REBELLION IN KANSU AND 
CHINESE TURKESTAN. 

(3) Tao Mu, acting Vicerey of the 
Shen-Kan provinces, and Jao Ying- 
ch’i, acting Governor of Chinese Turkes- 
tan, have jointly memorialised their 
success in repelling a threatened invasion 
of the latter province by » large horde of 
Mahommedan rebels of Kansu. At the 
time of their memorial, although the officers 
of the Turkestan army deserved extra 
rewards for their brilliant campaign and 
successive victories over the rebels, the fact 
remained that Liu Sze-fu, the Head Chief 
of the horde, was still at large and roaming 
about the country committing depredations 
and spreading devastation wherever he 
went. Hence we withheld our edict sanc- 
tioning the rewards recommended by the 
two memorialists on behalf of the deserving 
officers above named (some 300 of them. 
—Translator) until the said Liu Sze-fu 
should have been captured or slain and his 
horde of 20,000 dispersed. According 
to the first-named memorial, it appeared 
that the horde led by Liu Sze-fu and his 
lieutenants came from the prefecture of 
Haining, Kansu, after having been almost 
surrounded near that city about the middle 
of the 2nd moon of this year (March-April 
1896) by the Imperial armies in that pro- 
vince. Breaking through the almost com- 


pleted cordon of our armies. Liu Sze-fu 
overran Tsadam and Wangtzeying, which. 
form a portion of Kokonor (Ch ‘inghai), 
Mongolia, and by the middle of May at 
the head of the bravest of his warriors. 
appeared in the vicinity of the Great Wall 
barrier city of Yiimén with the ostensible 
intention of attacking that city and forcing 
a way to our Western dependencies. Jao- 
Ying-ch‘i however, had p:epared, as well 
as he could with the limited forces at hand, 
for the threatened invasion of which he 
had been forewarned some time before, and 
sending General Niu Yan-ch‘eng with all 
available forces on the spot to Ch‘augma, 
he sueceeded in putting a check on the 
westward movement of these rebels, slay- 
ing a large number of them in the battles 
that ensued. [Here follows an account of 
the fighting at Ch‘anyma, ete., similar 
to that already translated in the Peking 
Gazette of 18th October published in 
these columns.—Translator.] Subsequent- 
ly, finding himself unable to break 
through Yumén into Turkestan, Liu Sze-fu 
fled with his division of the gre:t horde in 
the direction of Lob Nor. Hearing of this, 
Jao Ying-ch‘i after stationing troops at 
Anhsi, Tenghuang, etc., '0 cut off any 
return eastwards at once despatched a 
brigade of cavalry and mounted infantry 
under the brevet Brigadier-General Li 
Chin-liang in hot pursuit of the rebels. 
General Li Chin-liang accordingly, after 
crossing the Red Willow Pass, divided his 
forces to attack the flying rebels in front 
and flank. Wherever our troops came 
across the rebels they slew numbers of 
them and in one of these pursuita succeeded 
at Ho‘rhugang, in the south-east part of 
Lob Nor, in capturing the noturious Head 
Chief, Liu Sze-fu, after he had been 
cornered and had no place to flee to. 
The prisoner was then taken to Urumtsi 
(now known as Tihuafu), the provincial 
capital of Chinese Turkostan, and afters 
trial by Jao Ying-ch‘i was made tu suffer 
for the crime of rebellion by the lingcht 
‘*glicing process,” on the 4th of September: 
last in the public market of that city. His. 
lieutenant Mahommed Hadji, captured on 
& previous occasion, was also decapitated 
in the company of his Chief on that day. 
The dispersion of the great horde of rebels 
and the capture and execution of their 
chiefs have, therefore, tended towards the 
complete pacification of the rebellion so: 
far as Chinese Turkestan is concerned. 
Now that Liu Sze-fu has been captured 
we take the opportunity of heartily com- 
mending the promptitude and energy of 
Generals Niu Yun-ch‘eng, Li Chin-liang,. 
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etc., and their officers and men, with the 
declaration that one and all named in the 
list sent us by the memorizlists thoroughly 
deserve the Imperial bounty and the pro- 
motions and rewards recommended for 
them. [Then follow the names of nearly 
300 oflicers and the names of the General 
officers concerned.] Asa recognition of the 
important services of General Nia Yiin- 
ch‘eng, we hereby grant the brevet premier 
military button and command that his 
name be recorded in the Grand Council 
for the first vacancy before any one else, 
that may occur either for a Provincial 
Commander-in-chiefship or Brigadier-Ge- 
neralship in the Empire. [Then follow 
promotions in rank or decorations of the 
other Generals who were instrumental in 
driving the rebels from Ch‘angma and the 
adjoining hills westward to Lob Nor.] As 
for Li Chin-liang (the captor of Liu Sze-fu) 
who was a brevet Brigadier-General and 
held the substantive Lieutenant-Colonelcy 
of the territorial garrison of the Yangishar 
(this city is half way between Kashgar city 
and Yarkand, and a strategical post do- 
minating westward the passes leading into 
the Russian possessions of Ferghana (old 
name Ixhokand) and eastward looking to- 
wards the Lob Nor region and the great 
Turkestan desert.—Translator), we here- 
hy promote him for his brilliant exploits to 
be a full Brigadier-General, skipping the 
rank of Colonel, with the brevet rank, in 
addition, of a Tifa or Provincial Comman- 
der-in-Chief. Should there be a vacancy 
for a  Brigadier-General in Turkestan 
Li Chin-liang is to have his claims precede 
those of similar rank to the said posts. 

(4) With reference to the joint memorial 
of Tao Mu, acting Viceroy of Shen-Kan ; 
Tung Fu-hsiang, brevet Board President, 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief of Kansu 
and Generalissimo of the Imperial armies 
operating against the Mahommedan rebels, 
and Kuei Shun, Imperial Resident of 
Haining and the adjoining Tibetan de- 
pendencies, sent us by the 500 1¢ Imperial 
Courier post (i.e., the courier carrying me- 
morial in question must travel at the rate of 
500 Ui or 165 miles in twenty-four hours.— 
Translator) announcing the welcome tidings 
that Kausu province and the region within 
and without the vicinity of the Great Wall 
and the Mongolian dependency of Kokonor 
are now entirely free from rebels and that 
the whole country has been pacified by 
the memorialists. (After giving due credit 
to the energy and skill of General Tung 
Fu-hsiang and Governor Wei Kuang-tao 
of Shensi, the rest of the decree is a 
résumé of the work done by them and 


is worded almost similarly to the transla- 
tion of the Gazette of 11th October already 
published in these columns, which is really 
an answer to their memorial of that 
date). For the valuaple services of 
Generalissimo Tung Fu-hsiang we hereby 
bestow upon him the rank of a hereditary 
noble of the 7th grade and that of brevet 
Junior Guardian of the Heir Apparent 
(called Kingpao in ordinary conversation). 
To K'uei Shun who successfully with- 
stood the siege of MHsining against 
the rebels and who subsequently joined 
in pursuing them into Kokonor is granted 
the Imperial Yellow Riding Jacket (Gen- 
eral ‘Tung Fu-hsiang was given the Riding 
Jacket in the seventies when assisting the 
late Marquis Tso Tsung-tang in putting 
down the first Great Mahommedan rebel- 
lion in the same province.—Translator), and 
his name is to be sent to the Board of War 
for the determination of extraordinary re- 
wards. For the signal services of Tao Mu 
in collecting troops and supplying without 
hitch the immense quantity of grain and 
commissariat stores required by nearly 
100,000 troops during the last campaign, 
his acting post is hereby made into the 
substantive Viceroyship of the Shen-Kan 
provinces, For preventing, by his prompt- 
itude, an invasion of Chinese Turkestan 
by the rebels and the accompanying 
horrors of war, we hereby confirm 
the acting Governorship of that province 
to a substantive one in favour of Jao Ying- 
ch‘i, while for his successful campaign in 
Suchiapu and Toba with his Hunan army 
corps, Wei Kuang-tao, Governor of Shensi, 
is handed to the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments for the determination of extra re- 
wards. 

(5) The province of Kansu is the meeting 
ground of Buddhists and Mahommedans, 
and they have always associated with one 
another harmoniously in the intercourse 
of their daily avocations. Buddhists and 
Mahommedans are alike all our children ; 
we look upon all with the utmost impar- 
tiality and try to foster and cherish our 
subjects, irrespective of religions and 
sects on @ Common ground. We have 
never swerved from this course, the local 
mandarins alone, however, are to blame 
for they have blundered in their duties 
and have shown partiality in favour of 
Buddhists in cases where instances have 
arisen of disputes between them and the 
Mahommedans. Crafty and treacherous 
persons amongst both Buddhists and Ma- 
hommedans therefore took advantage of 
the state of affairs in stirring up strife and 
sedition around them, and had fanned the 
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flames of religious hatred which gathered 
in fury and heat, as they spread far and 
wide until wothing could check their pro- 
gress. Fanaticism and racial hatred be- 
came deeper and deeper as time went on 
and the whole province soon became em- 
broiled in the general firore. It is the 
sacred duty of the Throne to eradicate the 
wicked and cruel and to encourage and pro- 
tect the peacefully inclined amongst our 
children. Hence the exigencies of the times 
compelled us much against our wishes to 
resort to arms to vindicate the majesty of 
the law and to bring back peace to the pro- 
vince. In the meanwhile our heart bled 
for the sufferings of the hundreds of 
thousands of the innucent of our people 
who had been made to suffer through the 
lawlessness of the wicked of both sects. 
But the rebels have been exterminated 
and the province is now again pacificated. 
We would therefore seek to remedy the 
mistakes of former times and now command 
T‘ao Mu, our. Viceroy of the province, to 
seleet capable and honest officials, and 
place them over the restored districts, 
who are to use mercy and kindness in 
dealing with the people. They are to 
exhort and teach all to be good citizens 
and whenever there should arise differences 
between Buddhist «and Mahommedan to 
deal out strict and impartial justice to all 
concerned. Steps must also be taken to 
distribute relief to the districts that have 
suffered through the recent war, and each 
officer inust so perform his duties that the 
much desired harmony and goodwill be- 
tween our Buddhist: and Mahommedan 
children shall be made to last for ever and 
each man work perscefully at his own daily 


avocations, free from meddling interference - 


from any quarter. In this way we eurnest- 
ly hope that our subjects will see that it 
has always been the aim of the Throne to 
treat our black-haired race irrespective of 
religious bias with mercy, chnrity and 
kindness void of partiality towards any one. 

(6) On a former occasion Yang Ch‘ang- 
chun, the then Viceroy of Shen-Kan, »nd 
K‘uei Shun, the Imperial Resident at Hsi- 
ning, reported a series of victories by the 
Imperial troops fighting »gainst the rebels 
in the vicinity of thet city in which several 
fortified villyges held by the Mahomme- 
dans were taken and the occupants driven 
out. Rewards were asked for the deserv- 
ing ‘amongst the successful officers. As 
the rebellion was then at its height we 
refrained from granting the prayer of the 
™Mmemorialists at the time. Now, however, 
since it has been crushed and the region 
both within and without the Great Wall 
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is free from the rebels it is right that 
some recognition be made of the officers 
named in the said memorialist’s list [Here 
follow about 150 ee cn and 
posthumous honours are hereby also grart- 
ed to those who fell fighting for their 
sovereign. 

(7) Decree granting promotions and re- 
wards to some 300 officers belonging to 
Wei Kuang-tao’s Hunan army corps, for 
services rendered in the successful campaign 
against the Mahommedan rebels in Suchia- 
p‘uand Toba. (The réswmé of the opera- 
tions of this army corps is similarly werded 
to the translation in the Gazette of the 
said Governor’s report of the campaign 
Vide Translations of Peking Gazette of the 
2ud of October Jast.—Translator.) 

(8) The 14th of this month being the 
anniversary of the birthday of H IM. the 
Empress Dowager, Tse-hsi, etc., We hereby 
command that the 13th, 14th and 15th 
instaut be observed as a Court holiday, in 
consequence of which there will be no 
Court held or State affairs transacted on 
those dates in the Grand Council Chamber. 

11th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Huang Kuang-ta is transferred from 
the ‘T'aotaiship of the Four Western Cities, 
te, Kashgar. Yangishar, Yarkand and 
Hoten, to the Taotaiship of the Tihua 
Intendancy ie, Urumtsi, now known as 
‘Tihuafu, the cavital of Kashgaria, and the 
cities «f Hami, Turfan and Karasdar, with 
the brevet rank of a Provincial Judge. 

N. te—Chinese Turkestan or the New 
Dominion has uno Provincial Judge, owing 
to the ureat extent and sparsely settled 
territory between east and west about 
1,600 miles, Criminals in the western cities 
if sent, as is the usual custom, to the pro- 
vincial capital for final trial and execution, 
would have plenty of opportunity to 
escape during the thirty odd vays required 
to journey to Tihuafu and to obviate 
the matter the Kashgar Taotai has the 
brevet rank «f a Provincial Judge to 
give final sentence on criminals in the 
western cities comprised within the two 
Intendancies of Kashgar and Aksu while 
the Urumtsi Taotai having the same rank 
acts as Provincial Judge for Kuldja and the 
eight cities east of the sub-prefecture of 
Kuch‘é, south of the Celestial, or Tien- 
shan, mountains. —TJranslator. | 

THE LAST SPARKS OF THE MAHOMMEDAN 

REBELLION, 

(2) Tung Fu-lsiang, Provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Kansu and Generalis- 
simo of the Imperial armies. operating 


Nov. 11—14.] 


against the Mahommedan rebels in Kansu 
and the region within and without the 
western extremity of the Great Wall, sends 
us a report of the final crushing of the 
rebellion in the vicinity of Hsining and the 
capture and demolition of the fortified 
rebel villages at Heilinpu and the raising 
of the sieges of Nanchumn, Peichuan, 
Yingcheng and ‘Tatunghsien. ‘hese 
successful exploits have led to the separ- 


ation of the remainder of the rebels, 
hitherto gathered into luge hordes 
under various leaders, and the split- 


ting up into small insiyniticant bands 
whose final capture is a matter of mere de- 
tail. The officers and men belonging to 
the memorialist’s own army concerned in 
the above operations deserve our recogni- 
tion and commendation, and we hereby 
grant the promotions, etc., asked for by 
General Tung Fu-siang on behalf of the 
most deserving of his officers. Separats 
decrees rewarding the officers of Wei 
Kuang-tao, Governor of Shensi, and Gene- 
tal Téng ‘T'séng, Brigadier-General and 
Kuei Shun, Imperial Resident, of Hsining, 
respectively, who took part in the same 
campaign have already been issued and 
need not be further referred to in this 
decree. Tho Boards of Civil Appointments 
and of Wav are hereby commanded to notes 
the promotions granted in the accompany- 
ing listas sent up by the said Generalissimo. 
{Hero follow the names of about nincty 
ofticers. ] 

(3) Following the pacification of Nan- 
chuau, Peichuan, etc., mentioned in the 
above edict, another memorial by the same 
General has been sent up to us reporting 
the capture and demolition of a number of 
rebel villages and hill fastnesses in the 
region north of the citv of Tatunghsien, 
which were the last of the rebel strongholds 
in Kansu province, The villages in ques- 
tion were the headquarters of the rebels in 
West Kansu and upon the repeated defeats 
and splitting up into small bands of the 
principal hordes became the refuge for a 
number of the fiercest and most savage of 
them. The memorialist’s troops finally 
formed a cordon around the doomed 
villages and by incessant attacks upon 
the rebel posts succeeded, eventually, in 
razing the whole of the numerous villages 
occupied by the rebels, to the ground. 
The principal officers who led the above- 
named troops deserve extra rewards for 
their successful campaign, and we hereby 
grant the request of the said General on 
their behalf. [Here follow some eighty 
names of the most deserving oflicers in 
General Tung Fu-hsiang’s army of Kansu- 
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men, as he himself is a native of Ninghsia, 
a prefectural city of Kansu.] 


12th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Appointing a number of officials to the 
metrop»litan and provincial administra- 
tions. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

To-morrow being the first day of the 
festivities ordered in honour of H.I.M. 
the Empress-Dowager’s birthday anniver- 
sary, H.I.M. the Emperor and Court will 
proceed to the Imperial Theatre at che 
Lake Palace at 9 o'clock to-morrow 
morning, to see the plays arranged for the 
occasion. There will be no transaction of 
State business during the four days’ festival. 

No papers of interest. 


13th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

Hsi Chin, President (Manchu) of the 
Board of Civil Appointments, Ch‘i Hsin, 
President (Manchu) of the Mongolian 
Superintendency ; Chang Ying-huan, Senior 
Vice-President (Chinese) of the Board of 
Revenue, and Wén Lin, Junior Vice- 
President, (Manchu) of the Board of 
Punishments, are hereby granted, by 
special grace of the Throne, the privilege 
of riding on horseback within the Precincts 
of the *' Forb‘dden City,” ie., Imperial 
Palaces. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will return to Peking from 
the Lake Palaces at 7 o’clock to-morrow 
morning and at 9 o'clock will proceed 
to the Tzening Palace to pay congratu- 
latory obeisance to H.I.M. the Empress- 
Dowager on the occasion of H.I.M.’s birth- 
day anniversary, after which His Majesty 
and Court will return to the Lake Palace 
to attend the Imperial Theatre there. 


14th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Mien Wén (Manchu) is appointed a sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat with 


the brevet rank of a Vice President of the 
Board of Rites. 


AN IMPERIAL GIFT. 

Hsi Chin, President of the Board of 
Civil Appointments, in returning thanks 
for the privilege of being allowed to ride 
on horseback within the ‘Forbidden City,” 
also gave thanks for his Majesty’s bounty 
of the gift of a horse and accoutrements 
for riding within the Imperial Palace 
Precincts. 
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15th November. 
No papers of interest. 


16th November. 


TAKING OVER THE SEALS. 

Li Hei-lien, newly appointed Provincial 
Judge of Kueichon, returns thanks for his 
appointment and reports the date of his 
taking over his seals of office in the ci'y of 
Kueiyang. 

Memorialist received the Imperial decree 
appointing him to his new post in April 
last when holding the seals of the Salt 
Commissionership of Chibli, at Lutai. The 
following month, in obedience to his Ma- 
jesty'’s commands, memorialist handed over 
hia ‘seals to his successor and proceeded to 
have his audience of his Majesty and was 
graciously granted two audiences when he 
reverently received the Imperial instruc- 
tions as to his future conduct. After the 
last audience memorialist started south at 
once and arrived on the 20th of August 
last at the capital of Kueichou. Haring 
seen Sung K‘un, Governor of the province, 
memorialist received his instructions to 
take over the seals of his office on the 23rd 
of that month. This was done on the 
day appointed, the seals of the Judgeship 
being handed over on that day to the 
memorialist by Huang Yuan-shan, Grain 
Intendant of Kueichou, and ad interim 
Provincial Judge.—Rescript: Noted. 


17th November. 


INPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, 
reports the successful closing of the breach 
in the Yungting river, which overflowed its 
northern banks in July last, and was closed 
after incredible exertions and labour by 
the officials concerned, on the 13th of this 
month or in nearly four months time. The 
calamity being obviously due to lack of vigil- 
ance and oare on the part of tho Taotais 
and local officials in the neighbourhood of 
the breach and the officials connected 
with the River Conservation Board, 
we duly degraded them for their cul- 
pable negligence, with instructions to exert 
themselves in the labour necessary to close 
the said breach. Since Wang Wén-shao 
has now reported the successful completion 
of this work we consider it due to the de- 
graded officials concerned to recognise their 
exertions, and therefore command that their 
original ranks and titles be restored to them, 
together with certain other marks of the 
Imperial approval, such as the addition of 
brevet buttons to the chief officials of 
Taotai rank. 


(2) Chén Ping-ho is transferred to the 
office of Recorder in the Hanlin Academy 
and Wu Shu-mei is appointed Reader of 
the samo institution. 


18th November 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We reccived the other day a memorial 
from the Censor Wn Fu-chéng denouncing 
Liu Chin-chao, Yu Téng-cho, and Li Hsiao- 
ching, deputy assistant police magistrates of 
the Southern City of Peking, for extortion 
and blackmail in their several wards. For 
the offences named we commanded that 
the officials denounced be removed from 
office. The same Censor now reports that 
he hears that the dismissed magistrates are 
dissatisfied with the justice of their punish- 
ment, and are reported to have been 
recently trying to intrigue for restitution 
to their former posts by using bribes, etc. 
We hereby command the said Censor to 
secretly investigate the doings of the ac- 
cused of late and to denounce them again 
it he finds his suspicions correct. 


19th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1} We have received a memorial from 
the Directors-General of the Imperial 
Granaries at North Tungchou, asking that 
extra grants of grain be given to the 
Wangshuyuan gruel station at Tungchou 
in order to provide for the famine refugees 
who come for subsistence during the winter 
months, etc. We hereby command the 
memorialis's to issue 15,000 piculs of rice 
from the granaries for the purposes above- 
named to be divided between the Wang- 
shuyuan and other gruel stations in Tung- 
chou. 

(2) Sung Ch‘un, Director-General of the 
Grand Canal, reports that although there 
had been several breaches made in the 
Yellow River during the year causing ‘he 
overflow to affect the usual depths of water 
in the Grand Canal to a considcrablo 
degrec, affording several dangerous crises, 
he congratulates himself that in consequence 
ot the vigilance exercised by his subordinate 
ofticers, all danger of breach in the Canal 
was avoided and this the memorialist as- 
cribes to have been due, in a great measure, 
to the beneficent protection of the river 
gods (i.e, dragons). Owing to this the 
memorialist has been able to report both 


. an exceptionally peaceable year in the 


Canal as well as an abundant crop in 
the region bordering either side of the 
Canal. We are duly grateful to the gods 
for their beneficent and powerful protec- 
tion, both to the Canal and to our people 
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during the year about to close, and in token 
of our appreciation thereof, we hereby 
command tliat fifteen sticks of Tibetan 
great incense be sent on to the said memo- 
rialist to be offered in our name to the 
temple of the River God as a token of 
thankfulness and gratitude for benefits 
received. 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Wén Yu denouncing En Tsé, 
Tartar-General cf the Heilunychiang region, 
for cert.in misdemeanours, we commanded 
Yén Mouat the timetomake an investigation 
of the charges and report truthfuily to usthe 
result. The report of the said Yéu Mou is 
now before us in which he declares that he 
has been unable to find any proofs con- 
cerning the sdid charges, in which case 
there is no need of entering further into 
the matter. But as for the bitkesht (Man- 
chu scribe) Pei Yuan, Chéng Wei-chou, 
expectant assistant magistrate of the 3rd 
class, and Ch‘eng Shé-chun, expectant 
district magistrate of the 3rd class, the 
conduct of these three officers is to be 
put under surveillance by En Tsé while 
the deputy assistant board secretary 
Ling Yun and the expectant prefevt 
Ware Chang-hsieh who are now iu 
Kirin are to be placed under the sur- 
veillance of Yén Mou. With refer- 
ence to the accusation against En Fan, 
deputy assistant Military Governor of 
Hunch‘un, for using “dummy” soldiers in 
the regiments under his command and the 
appropriation of the pay of the ‘' dummies” 
by the said Governor, we hereby command 
the said En Fan to be handed to the Board 
of War for the determination of adequate 
penalties therefor. 


20th November, 
IMPERIAL DECKEES, 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Sung Peh-lu reeommending a 
change in the present personnel of the 
officials connected with the Yellow River 
Conservation Bureau, and that special 
ofticers be appointed fer the purpose, 
instead of, as ab present, where the 
posts are held by local substantive ollicials, 
wud, ferther, that, reaular examinations 
he instituted in subjects relating to 
hydrography, river conservation works, 
ind engineering, etc., whereby ofticers 
connected with the River bureaux may 
be examined to test their ability to 
hold such pos‘s, we hereby command the 
Board of Works to teport thereon to us. 

(2) Yang Tien-tung is appointed First 
Captain of the Lungch‘uan Battalion of 
Kiangsi. 


21st November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial Ad- 
ministrations. 


(2) As the winter is approaching, and 
with it severe cold, we sympathise with the 
hardships that will be borne by the troops 
garrisoning the capital and therefore as an 
act of extra grace we command that both 
our Manchu troops of the Hight Banners 
and the Chinese regiments under the 
Green Banner be given each man » doncetr 
of halfa month’s pay and rations 1o aid him 
in passing the winter. 


(3) For the same reason we hereby 
command that in addition to their regular 
pensions the unattached members of the 
Imperial Clan and those belonging to the 
collateral Branch of our clan (Gioro in 
Manchu and Chiao-la in Chinese.—Trans- 
lator) be granted, by extra Imperial grace, 
rations equal to one month’s pension. As 
for the widows, and orphans who are 
minors or of tender age belonging to 
the Imperial Clan and Collateral Branch, 
we hereby command that in addition to 
the regular extra grants usual at this time 
of the year, they be given another extra 
ration equal to half a month’s pension—as 
a token that we have not forgolten the 
poor and needy of those belonging to the 
Imperial House. 


(4) The Censor Peng Shé reports that 
the memorials recommending that further 
purchase of official rank be entirely stopped 
as suggested by certain Censors will entail 
considerable trouble as well as inconveni- 
ence to the Imperial Exchequer, but 
suggests instead that the Boards of Re- 
venue and Civil Appointments consider the 
matter and arrange for a certain limit of 
sales of rank each year, not to be exceeded 
on any account, ete. The Boards con- 
corned are commanded to deliberate thereon 
and report to us, 


22nd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Sung Lin is appointed Taotai of the 
Ktastern Marches or Intendancy of Féng- 
huangeh‘eng (Phenix city) and the Yalu 
valley. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

His Majesty granted audience to Wu 
Ting-fang (Ng Choy) this morning in the 
Grand Council Chamber and, later, appvint- 
ed him Minister to the United Sates, Spain 
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and Peru, vice Yang Ju, whose time has 
expired. 


IRON AND COAL MINES IN KIANGNINGFU 
AND CHINKIANGFU. ‘ 


A joint memorial from Liu K-un-yi, 
Viceroy of the Liang-Kiang provinces, and 
Chao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiangsu, gives 
the following report upon the Iron *and 
Coal deposits in the respective prefectures 
of Kianyning (Nangking)and Chinkiang :— 
On the 22nd of March last (1896) an edict 
was issued to memorialists stating that a 
Censor named Ch‘u Chi-chang had 
memorialised the Throne declaring that 
south-east of Chinkiang there were hills 
containing cal, ivon, and rich deposits 
of minerals and recommending — that 
they be exploited by properly qualified 
men under the xuspices of the Viceroy 
and Governor in Kiangsu, ete. Upon 
receipt of the stid decree memorialists 
at once appointed Hu Chia-chen, 
Salt Commissioner, of Nanking, and Lii 
Hai-huan, ‘Taotai vf Chinkiang, to send 
trustworthy and properly qualitied officers 
toexplore the two prefectures above named. 
Taking into consideration the present state 
of enlightenment amongst the people who 
recognise that the opening of mines in the 
country is extremely necessary towards 
the resuscitation of the finanees of the 
country, and that to do so it was necessary 
first to obtain the permission of the 
authorities without which such under- 
takings were illegal, memorialist found no 
difficulty in rousing the people’s interest 
in the new measure as well as amongst 
the wealthy merchants und gentry of 
the province. But to prevent any 
mistakes being made memorialists first 
sent the two high oflicers above not- 
ed to prospect their respective prefec- 
tures, and now beg to hand to the 
Throne the result of their journeys into 
the regions indicated by the momorial of 
the said Censor. Lit Hai-huan, accompanied 
by a mining engineer and a qualified staff, 
found west of Tantuhsien two hills named 
Ts‘nowang and Chuangying (the ancient 
name of the latter being Changté). From 
ancient times these two hills were famed 
for their curious composition of stoue 
interspersed with what looked like lead 
and a black mineral of the colour of 
charcoal ash. ‘This composition being 
tested by the engineer resulted in the last 
named being found to contain very good 
iron. Again, another hill, named Hysité, 
about five miles distant from the banks of 
the Yangtze, was fouud to be of a yeliowish 
colour which from ancient times until now 


the inhabitants of the locality mistook for 
gold deposits. Here some kinds of iron 
stone were found protruding from the 
eirth and rock. In a line with Ts‘aowang- 
shan (Prince Ts‘ao’s hill) is another hill 
called Sient‘ou. This hill produced mag- 
netic ores containing between sixty and 
seventy per cent of a fine quality of iron 
which it is claimed will turn out stee! of 
the best quality. All the vicinity around 
bore indications of |.rge deposits of fine 
iron ore, but these mines labour under 
the difficulty of having no coal deposits 
near by. The said Taotai, however, 
deputed some officers to remain and 
search for coal, but up to the tirae of this 
memorial none has, as yet, been found in 
the vicinity. According to Hu Chia-chen’s 
report of Kiangning prefecture, it is stated 
that in Lungt‘an (Dragon's lake) in the 
district of Chiiyung, and the following hills 
in the district of Shangyuang, viz.:—Ch‘ih- 
sia, Linshan, Tzeshan, Hushan, Yuanshan, 
Ch'inglung, aud Shihlan, and a natural 
depression called Mapachin, there were 
found large deposits of good coal all 
around, which will be good investments to 
those who work them. In Lungt‘an, how- 
ever, Hu Chia-chen, acting under the advice 
of his mining engineer, sank two trial shafts 
which, unfortunately, turned out to possess 
intermittent layers of coal. This commodity 
was found at times to lic in large quantities 
at one moment, and then, in another, they 
would disappear again to be found after 
digging further down.. It is, therefore, 
necessary to sink other shafts to seek for 
proper seams. But, on the whole, the re- 
sult of the explorations of the tw» officers 
above named have been very satisfactory 
and the coal, especially, found in Kiangning 
prefecture will be able to supply all the 
coal wanted for the arsenls, factories, 
and steamers of the government. In 
some cf the coal deposits there was 
found ‘coal oil,” which gave the coal 
very good burning powers and hent. 
Although this discovery is not so 
valuxble were the hil's found to contain 
gold or silver (as at first reported) yet in 
view of the present immense increase. of 
Chinese factories, mills, and steamers, there 
will be a great demand for cval and the 
opening of the above-named mines will be a 
matter of great importance to the Govern- 
ment and merchant syndicates which are 
tu take some of the hills over. Explora- 
tions are still going on, and memorialists 
will report to the Throne if any progress 
in this branch of increasing the tinances of 
the country be made in the fu'ure.—Re- 
script: Let the Board concerned take note. 
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23rd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Tan Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Liang 
Kuang provinces, reports the capture of 
several counterfeiters of the silver dollars 
and decimal coinage struck by the Canton 
mint, The chief counterfeiter and his two 
accomplices who manipulated the machi- 
nery are hereby ordered to be summarily 
decapitate | as a warning to o hers. The 
other accomplices are to be banished as 
suggested in the above memorial. As for 
the officers who distinguished themselves 
in making the above arrests, let the promo- 
tions prayed for be given to them as re- 
conmended. The Boards concerned are 
to take note thereon. 

(2) The same Viceroy reports the c:pture 
of two pirate ships on the Kuangtung 
coast, near Chihchon, and the capture alive 
of fifteen of the pirates. We hereby approve 
of the sentence of summary decapitation 
ordered by the said Viceroy and command 
that the promotions asked for by him on 
behalf of the deserving otticers concerned 
in the capture be granted to them. 


TAOTAI F.R SHASI. 


Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the Hu- 
kuang provinces, reports that in view of 
the opening of Shasi, » dependency of the 
prefecture of Chingchou, Hupeh, in ac- 
cordance with the new Treaty with Japan, 
a Taotai should be appointed to take charge 
of the I.M. Customs affairs of the new port. 
As the city of Chingchou is only five 
milee distant from Shasi and possesses 
the yaméw of the Taotai of the Ching-I- 
Shih Intendency of Hupeh, memorialist, 
after due consultation with the Governor 
of Hupeh and the Imperial High Com- 
missioner of the Nanyang administration 
(the Viceroy at Nanking), has decided to 
appoint the above-named Taotai to be 
Customs Taotai of Shasi. If his Majesty 
should approve of this choice memorialist 
prays that orders should be given to the 
Board of Rites to cut a seal for the use of 
the incumbent of the newly instituted 
post.—Rescript: Let the Board of Rites 
provide the seat as recommended. 


24th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chun Liang is appointed Vice-Direc- 
tor of the supervisorate of Instruction of 
the Heir Apparent. 

(2) Tsai Lien is appointed Vice-Director 
of the Bureau of Transmission of memorials 
and State papers. 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Censors stating that the Han- 


lin Féng Ku-k‘un and others had recom- 
mended the recording of the official work 
performed by the late Hsueh Fu-ch‘eng, 
Minister to Great Britain and France, etc., 
in the dynastic history, now being compiled 
by the State Historiographer, we hereby 
command that the prayer be granted, and 
that the official history of the late Minister, 
commencing with his Taotaiship at Ningpo, 
down to the time of his appointment as 
Senior-Vice President of the Court of 
Censors, be.recorded accordingly. 


25th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) In accordance with the memorial of 
the Conrt of Sacrificial Worship stating 
that the 7th of December next is tha day 
set apart for sacrificing at the altars of the 
First Physician we hereby command P‘o 
Shan to worship at the principal altar and 


-that Chuang Shou-ho and Li Té-ch‘ang, 


sacrifice at the minor altars on either side 
of the said temple, in our stead on that day. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
the above Court stating that the 21st of 
December (Winter Solstice) next is the 
day set for special sacrifice at the altars of 
the Temples of Heaven and of Earth, we 
herehy notify our intention to be per- 
sonally present at these functions, but that 
the sa-rifices at the four minor altars in 
the two temples be assigned t» Lih Jui, 
Churg Hsiu, Té Shou, and En Ch‘ing 
who will perform worship on that occasion 
there in our stead. 


26th November. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCK. 

Lo Féng-lo, newly appointed Minister 
to Great Britain, Italy, and Holland, was 
granted an audience by his Majesty in the 
Grand Council Chamber this morning, and 
returned thanks for his appointment, 

No papers of interest. 


27th November. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 

Wu Ting-fang (Ng Choy) newly appointed 
Minister to the United States, Spain and 
Peru, was granted an audience by his Ma- 
jesty this morning in the Grand Council 
Chamber, and returned thanks for his 
appointment, 


28th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Jung Lu, Assistant Grand Secretary, 
and Hsii Ying-k‘uei, President of the 
Court of Censors, are hereby ordered to 
proceed to Miyuen, Chihli, to investigate 
the charges of the Manchu Brigade-General 
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there against the district magistrate, for 
adulterating the rice destined for the use 
of the Manchu troops in that city, The 
Commissioners are permitted to use the 
Imperial courier post on their journey to 
and fro. 

.(2) Lien Fu is appointed prefect of 
Yiinchou, Anhui. 

(3) Sheng Asitan-luai (Director-General 
of Railways) is appointed Vice-Dircetor of 
the Court of Sacrifical Worship. 

(4) With reference to the memorial of 
Auang Huai-sen, Governor of Yunnan, 
denouncing ‘certain prefects, sub-prefects, 
and district magistrates under him, let the 
degradation recommended in the case of 
each be recorded in the Board of Civil 
appointments, as requested. 

(5) With reference to the ga lwarden 
of the sub-prefecture of Yuanchi«ng, in 
Yunnan, who permitted « condemned 
criminal to break gaol, let the said official 
be ecashiered and put under trial to see if 
he has reeeived any bribes in the matter. 
As for the sub-prefect from whose yamén 
the criminal escaped, let him be handed 
tu the Board for determination of adequate 
penalties fur his culpable negligence in 
the case, 


29th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Appointing a number of officials to the 
Metropolitan and Provincial administra- 
tions. 


EXTRA MACHINERY FOR THE FOOCHOW 
ARSENAL. 


Yii Lu, Tartar-General of Foochow 
and Imperial High Commissioner of the 
Foochow arsenal and shipyard, — re- 
ports that he has arranged about provid- 
ing the said arsenal with power centrifugal 
pumps, new lifting apparatus fur the patent 
slip, shears and hydraulic machinery for 
lifting heavy guns, etc. and that the 
funds for buying them and other minor 
machinery will ba provided from the funds 
annually laid by for building new cruisers 
and ships. With the addition of new 
medern machinery memorialist thinks 
that the arsenal will soon be able to turn 
out modern warships of steel and also 
battleships of small size. —Rescript: Noted. 


30th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Princes Chin Ch‘i and Lung Ch ‘ing 
and Chi Hsiu and Li Shan, President 
and Vice-Presiden!, respectively, of the 
Mongolian Superiutendency, are appointed 
to superintend the annual distribution of 


presents to the various Manchu, Mongol, 
and Chinese Banner organisa'iens in the 
capital. 

(2) With reference to the advanced 
pay loaned to the v«ricus soldiers of the 
Peking garrison for the 12th moon which 
should, by rights, be deducted when dis- 
tributing their wages for that month, in 
view of the time and dearness of provisi ny 
at the end of the year, we hereby order, 


j ws an extra act of grace, that the soldiers 


be given two extra months of grace and 
that their loans be deducted in the 2nd 
mvon (March) of next year. 
1st December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) The (Manchu) Senior Director of the 
Supervisorate of Instruction of the Heir 
Apparent, Chi Ch'eng, asks that a special 
decree be issued enjoining upon all the 
Provincial high and local authorities of the 
Empire, to diligently observe the custom of 
reading and explaining to the people the 
“Sacred Edicts” of Yung Ching, as it is 
feared that unless a reminder be issued to 
all concerned, this useful custom will fall 
into desuetude and the education of the 
people be thereby neglected. We, there- 
fore, hereby call upon the Viceroys, Govern- 
or, and Literary Chancellors of our Empire 
to personally see to the matter in order 
to prevent their subordinates, the local 
authorities, from neglecting to reverentially 
and carefully read the above ‘Sacred 
Instructions” of our revered ancestor, to 
the students and common people under 
them. In this way it may be hoped that 
our people will be brought to walk in the 
paths of civilisation and habituated to the 
‘practice of good deeds. This is our earnest 
hope. 

[Note.—These ‘ Sacred Edicts” of Yung 
Ching are read in the principal temples 
of each city twice a month, viz :—lst 
and 15th days, to the public by either the 
district Magistrate, or Director of Studies. 
—Tyanslator). 

(2) Yang Ju, Minister to the United 
States, Spain, and Peru, is appointed Chief 
Director of the Coart of Sacrificial Worship. 

(3) Shou Ch‘ang is appointed Comman- 
dant of Chinchou (Kinchou) in the Liao- 
tung Peninsula. He is further excused 
from coming tu Peking for the customary 
audience, 

2nd December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Hsit T*ung is promoted from the 
rank of an Assistant, to that of » full Grand 
Secretary and the Comptroller-Generalship 
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of the Affairs of tho Board of Civil 
Appcintments vice Chang Chih-wan retired. 

(2) P‘u Hsing is appointed Recorder 
of the Bureau of Transmission of Decrees 
and State Paper. 

(3) Chen Liang is appointed Senior 
Director of the Supervisorate of Instruction 
of the Heir Apparent. 

(4) Li Hung-tsao is promoted to the rank 
of Assistaut Grand Secretary, with his old 
post of Chinese President of the Board of 
Rites, 

(5) During the month of June last, the 
banks of the Yellow River at the Chao- 
chia vegetable gardens overflowed, causing 
a disastrous and serious breach in that 
portion of Shantung province. In con- 
sequence of this, we commanded the 
Taotais and officials connected with the 
River Conservation Board of that province, 
to be either degraded or transferred after 
degradation to posts of less importance as 
@ punishment for their lack of vigilance in 
looking after the welfare of the river. L 
Ping-heny, Governor of Shantung, bhow- 
ever, now reports that after considerable 
trouble, unceasing labour, and incredible 
difliculty, the degraded officials succeeded in 
effectually closing the breach on the 22nd of 
November last, which under the cireum- 
stances, may be considered quick work. We 
shall, therefore reward the officials con- 
cerned by restoring to them their former 
ranks and titles which had been taken 
from them at the time the breach in the 
river occurred, and we would further enjein 
upon all to continue diligently in their 
duties and to keep watchful care over the 
conservation of this great river. 

In honour of the Winter Solstice we will 
sacrifice in person ou the 2ist instant at the 
Temples of Heaven and of the Earth. P*u 
Ching is appointed (o examine the sacrificial 
animals for that occasion, and K‘un Hsiu 
is commanded to superintend the slaying 
thereof. 


3rd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The second son of Prince Tsai Lien 
(3rd Order) with the brevet rank of a 
Prince of the 2nd Order, is commanded to 
be named P‘u Hsiu. 

[Note.—The Emperor has the prerogative 
of naming all the male children of Princes 
of the Imperial Clan and collateral 
branches.—Translator. ] 

(2) Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, 
sends us his report on the work dene with 
reference to the conservation «f the Tsinho 
river in his province, and commends the 
vigilance aud energy of the officials and 


people living in the neighbourhood of 
the Yung lake, who in the nick of time 
succeeded in preventing an overflow and 
consequent inundation caused by recent 
heavy rains. The officials connected with 
the two bureaux above named therefore 
deserve the promotions recommended by 
the said Governor on their behalf, and we 
hereby grant his prayer according to the 
list made out by him. 


SCARCITY OF MONEY IN THE PEIYANG. 

Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli 
and Imperial High Commissioner of 
the Peiyang administraion, reports that 
he is placed under considerable diffi- 
culties by the consent given by the 
Throne to allow the Customs and Likin 
services of Huaian in Kiangsu to deduct 
Tis 120,000 from the annual remittance 
sent by the above to Tientsin for the 
payment of the troops of the Army 
of the Huai (Liang Kiang men) in 
Chihli, especially at such a time as 
the present when the Peiyang exche- 
quer is all but empty. The troops 
of tha Army of the Huai in Chihli at 
present are the thirty battalions and five 
companies under the command of General 
Nieh Sze-ch‘eng, Provincial Commander-in- 
Chief of Chihli, and twenty-four battalions 
scattered in the various coast cities and 
im; ortant points of the province, a by 


no means adequate number for the 
purposes in view, taking into consi- 
deration the immense importance of 


the province as the bulwark of Peking. 
This is one of the reasons why any sug- 
gestion to disband some of these battalions 
for the sake of retrenchment is out of the 
question. Another important reason lies 
in the fact that the Army corps of General 
Nieh quartered at Lutai, called the Wuyi 
Army corps, was formed, after the close 
of the Jast war, entirely on the foreign 
system, and is to serve the purposes of a 
Flying, or Roving Corps ready to march 
to any threatened point in war time. The 
remainder of the battalions and of the men 
are recorded in the Beard of War, as a 
fixed number and cannot consequently be 
permitted to be reduced on any «ccount. 
The failure of the Huaian Customs to send 
the annual contribution towards paying 
these troops, therefore places both memo- 
rialist and General Nieh in serious diffi- 
culties, and no delay ought to be made in 
finding the money to take the place of the 
above contribution. In regard to other 
new Army Corps in the other provinces, 
the new custom has been for the Generals 
to send trustworthy officers to Peking to 
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get the pay of their soldiers, from the 
Board of Revenue’s Treasury. Memorial- 
ist would therefore suggest that hence- 
forth General Nieh may also be permitted 
to follow the above precedent in order 
that no time may be lost in paying the 
Chilli troops promptly.—Reservipt: The 
Board of Revenue is commanded to deliberate 
thereon and report to x3. 


4th Decomber. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsii Hui-li is transferred to the post 
of Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites, and during his absence from his new 
post, Ch‘éen Hsio-fén, is commanded to 
act for the former ad interim. 

(2) Chang Ying-lu is appointed Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Rites. 

(3) Yii Lien-yuan is appointed Salt In- 
tendant of Fukien. 

(4) Li Hung-tsao is transferred from the 
Presidency of the Board of Rites, to be 
President of the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments, and his former post hereby given to 
Siin Chia-nai, President of the Board of 
Works. 

(5) Hsit Ying-k‘uei, President of the 
Court of Censors, is promoted to be Pre- 
sident of the Board of Works vice Sun 
Chia-nai, promoted as above, and Chien 
Ying-p‘u is promoted to take Hsii-ying- 
k‘uei’s former post. 

(6) Yiin Yen-pin, Literary Chancellor of 
Hupeh, is promoted to be Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Works, and Wu 
Ting-fén is commanded to act ad interim 
in the above post until Yiin Yen-pin ar- 
rives at Peking. 

(7) By extra act of grace Li Hung-tsao, 
Assistant Grand Secretary and President 
of the Board of Civil Appointments, is 
hereby excused from the duty of his new 
post of introducing people to us at the 
Imperial audiences. 


5th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) As Jung Lu, Assistant Grand Se- 
cretary, etc., is now absent from Peking 
on a mission of investigation at Miyun, 
Chihli, his post of Commandant of the 
Peking Gendarmerie is given to the Grand 
Secretary, Lin Shu, for the time being. 

(2) The same high Minister's post of 
President of the Board of War is given to 
Hsi Chin to take charge of ad interim. 

(3) Sun Chia-nai, President of the Board 
of Rites, is appointed acting President of 


the Board of Works during the absence of 
Hsu Ying-k‘uei now absent with Jung Lu 
on @ mission to Chihli. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Lo Féng-lo, Minister-designate to Great 
Britain, Italy, and Holland, was received 
in farewell audience this morning by his 
Majesty in the Grand Council Charnber. 


6th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(I) En Sui is appointed prefect of 
Kuanghsing, Kiangsi. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of Civil Appointments reporting 
that the Salt sub-prefect Jui Kao’s 100 
days’ period of mourning has expired and 
asking to know what is to be done with 
his case, we hereby command that the said 
Jui Kao be restored to his original rank and 
await his turn for filling the substantive 
post he is entitled to by virtue of his rank. 

(3) The Board concerned is c:+mmanded 
to deliberate on the recommendation of 
the Hanlin Reader Wang Jung to stop 
for ever the privilege granted td certain 
persons connected with the Coast Defence 
Administration, having the rank of district 
magistrate, to hold prior claims to sub- 
stantive office before others of similar 
rank, but belonging to other departments 
of the public service. 

(4) The Censor Ch‘ung Ying denounces 
the frauds and malpractices prevalent 
amongst the scribes whose duty it is to 
copy the essays of candidates at the literary 
examinations, and recommends the promul- 
gation of a decree granting special per- 
mission to the high examiners to severely 
denounce these scribes and tally-officers 
for any frauds which in future ghall be 
exposed. The Board of Rites is commanded 
to report on this memorial. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


His Majesty granted farewell audience 
this morning in the Grand Council Chamber 
to Wu Ting-fang (Ng Choy) Miniater- 
designate to the United States, Spain, and 
Peru, and further granted the Minister one 
month’s leave of absence to visit his home 
in Kuangtung. 


7th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Li Ming-ch‘eng, Taotai of the Tien- 
tsin-Hochien Intendancy, is hereby trans- 
ferred to the post of Customs Taotai of 
the same port vice Shéng MHsiian-huai, 
promoted. ’ ; 
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THE TIBETAN INSURRECTION. 


(2) Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
sends us his report of the recent campaign 
against the Tibetan tribes of Chantui and 
asks that suitable rewards be made in 
favour of the General and officers of the 
Szechuan territorial army through whose 
exertions the Tibetan insurrection had been 
suppressed and the whole region pacified. 
In the spring of this year, the Tibetans be- 
longing to the towns of Changku and Chu- 
chao, in the Chantui district of the said 
Viceroyalty, had a number of quarrels with 
the Chinese settlers in that vicinity, in con- 
sequence of which much disloyalty was 
shown by the former. An insurrection 
soon followed and the rebel Chiefs Tui 
Tui and Té Chieh having gathered a 
large number of Tibetan malcontents 
placed them under the command of the 
Tibetan General (appointed by government) 
Chih-ch‘ung-tsé-chung, and ordered him 
to occupy the fortified town of Changku 
and bid defiance to the provincial govern- 
ment. Upon receipt of this news, the 
said Viceroy sent the prefect L» I-li and 
others to Changku to exhort the mal- 
contents to return to their homes peace- 
ably, and await the decision of the Viceroy. 
These overtures having been treated with 
contempt by the rebel General the memo- 
rialist sent Lieutenant Colonel Li Yii-lung 
with a small force to preserve the peace, 
whereupon the Tibetans fired upon the 
troops killing and wounding a number of 
the men. This could not be allowed to 
pass unchallenged and General Chou Wan- 
shun was appointed to command a punitive 
force to Chantui and suppress the insurrec- 
tion. This was at the end of the 7th moon 
(beginning of September, 1896). Our troops 
were victorious everywhere and a number 
of the villages of the insurgents were taken 
and razed to the ground, as well as their 
hill fastnesses, which were destroyed. Ina 
lit\le over three months’ time the Tibetans 
were compelled to sue for mercy and sur- 
render their chiefs to be dealt with by 
the Viceroy. Upper, Middle and Lower 
Chantui were all occupied by our troops 
and Yiichan and the New Fortified En- 
campment (Hsintachai) built by the 
rebels, which had not yet been taken, 
were surrendered by the insurgents, in 
consequence of which the whole district of 
Chantui became pacified and order and 
respect for the laws once more reign in 
that territory. The officers (military and 
civil) concerned are commended for their 
bravery and energy and therefore deserve 
the promotions recommended in their cases. 
The Boards concerned are therefore to take 


note of the names included in the accom- 
panying list. [Here follow some 300 names 
of civil and military officers of the Szechuan. 
provincial army. ] 


(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Hanlin Reader Ch‘en Chao-wén, recom- 
mending the stopping of the sale of official 
rank, etc., the said memorial is to be 
appended to the memorial of the Hanlin 
Reader Wang Jung, concerning the stop- 
ping of the privileges of officers in the Coast 
Defence Administration, etc., presented 
to us yesterday, and the Board of Civil 
Appointments is commanded to deliberate 
upon the two papers together. 


(4) During April last Pa T‘ang-d and 
Ch‘ung Lin, two petty officials belonging 
to the Ningshou Palace, with an out- 
sider, Hsiao Ch‘ang, or ‘Little Ch‘ang,” 
committed a number of thefts of 
antique curiosities, etc., from the said 
Palace. Encouraged by the fact of their 
thefts being undiscovered the thieves con- 
tinued stealing many valuable ancient and 
modern curiosities until caught yesterday 
red-handed by some of the palace officials. 
The audacity of the thieves in stealing 
from the forbidden precincts of a palace 
is without parallel, and we hereby com- 
mand that Ch‘ung Lin and Hsiao Ch‘ang 
be summarily executed for their crime. 
As for the Comptrollers-General of the 
Imperial Household, who only recom- 
mended banishinent for the criminals, this 
apparently was done in order to save their 
own positions. They are handed to the 
Board for determination of adequate 
penalties whilst the officials immediately 
connected with the Ningshou Palace are 
hereby cashiered, but retained in their 
posts, in punishment for their carelessness 
in the affair. 


(5) We have had brought to our notice 
that oulsiders have, of late, been often seen 
going about the forbidden precincts of the 
Imperial Palaces. This is most culpable, 
as no one outside those belonging to the 
Court and Palace staffs should be permitted 
within the Palace grounds. We would 
enjoin more care in this matter by the 
Comptrollers-General of the Imperial 
Household Department and the Captain- 
Generals of the Imperial Palace Guards 
whose duty is to guard the walls of the 
“Forbidden City.” 


(6) With reference to the charges pre- 
ferred against En Hsiang, Deputy Assistant 
Military Governor of Hunch‘un, we hereby 
approve of the decision of the Board of 
War to degrade the said En Hsiang three 
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steps of rank and to transfer him to a lower 
post without the privilege of petitioning for 
a ‘set off.” 


8th December. 


IMPERIAL DECKHEES. 


(1) Appointing a number of officers to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Admi- 
nistrations. 

(2) En Shun is appointed Supervising 
Censor of the West city. 

(3) Lu Kuang-yao is appointed first 
police magistrate of the West city. 

(4) Sin Ch‘i-jung is appointed gaol- 
warden of the prison of the Northern city. 

(5) The other day the Hanlin Academy 
suggested that the funeral essays to be 
read next year at the tomb of Her Imperial 
Highness the late Princess Ch'un, at the 
Ts‘ingming term (April) and the Chung- 
yuan term on the 15th day of the 7th 
moon (August) should be written in the 
same style as observed this year at H.R.H. 
the late Princess’s funeral. We instructed 
the Board of Rites to deliberate over the 
memorial in question and the said Board 
now reports that the said Academy is 
entirely wrong in the matter as these 
events differ from each other. This 
is a most glaring error, and we hereby 
command that the MHanlins concerned 
in the matter be handed to the Board 
for determination of an adequate pe- 
nalty. The Grand Secretaries Lin Shu 
and Heii T‘ung, who are also Presidents of 
the said Academy, are also to be penalised 
for their failure to discover the mistake of 
the Academy before presentation to the 
Throne, 

(6) P‘u Lun is appointed Senior Assist- 
ant Commissioner of Octroi of the Chung- 
wén gate of Peking, and Tsai Ying is 
appointed Junior Assistant Commissioner 
of the same for 1897. 


9th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Court of Sacrificial Worship asks 
that some one be appointed acting Vice- 
Director of the said Court during the absence 
of Shéng Hasiian-huai, etc. We hereby ap- 
point Pang-jui to the said acting post. 

(2) Fang Kung-tso is appointed Taotai 
of the Tientsin Hochien Intendancy of 
Chihli vice Li Ming-ch‘eng, transferred. 

(3) K‘un Kang is appointed Grand 
Secretary of the Tung Ko (Eastern Balcony) 
Throne hall, and Hsii T‘ung is appointed 
Grand Secretary of the T'jénko Throne 
hall. . 


' 10th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) As Sha-k‘é-tu-lin-cha-p‘u bas been 
transferred by special edict to the post of 
Commandant of the Forces at Hunch‘un 
and Deputy Assistant Military Governor, 
we hereby further order that he shall join 
Yen Mou, the Tartar General and Military 
Governor of Kirin, in the administration of 
the international relations on the frontier 
of Kirin province. 

Note :—Hunch‘un is a_ short distance 
south of Viadivostock (Haiséuhui) and is 
considered to be a place of strategic im- 
portance on the sea-coast of Kirin pro- 
vince -—Translator. 

(2) En Tsé, Military Governor and 
Tartar General of Heilungchiang, accuses 
the Lieutenant-Colone! Commanding at 
Peituan Forest, in the said province, of 
having deducted certain portions of the 
wages of the Tartar troops under his com- 
mand, and applying the proceeds to make 
up deficiencies in the official expenditures 
of his government, and requests that the 
accused officer be cashiered tor the offence. 


_ As this is against che law, even although 


the money so deducted was not devoted 
to his private ends, we must punish the 
accused officer Chin Ling by ordering him 
to be cashiered as requested, in order to 
serve as a warning to others. 

(3). Sha-k‘é-tu-lin-cha-p‘u having been 
transferred to the Deputy Assistant Military 


_ Governorship of Hunch‘un, Kirin, his post 


of Military Commandant of Ningkut‘a in 
the same province, is hereby given to 
Shuang Lin. 


11th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chung Ch‘ou-yun is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Military Circuit of Chien- 
ningfu, Fukien province. 


12th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ju Lin is hereby appointed Manchu 
Recorder of the Hanlin Academy, and Chi 
Cl‘eng is appointed Manchu Reader of the 
same institution. 


ATTEMPT OF LAWLESS SQUATTERS 

TO PLUNDER THE AMUR GOLD MINES. 

En Tsé, Tartar General and Military 
Governor of Heilungchiang, or the Chinese 
Amur province, reports an attempt by 
outlaws and desperado squatters to capture 
the Muho river gold mines, and plunder 
the town built in the vicinity of the mines, 
The outlaws consisted of escaped criminals 
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and squatters from both sides of the Ruaso- 
Chinese borders, and occupied the marshes 
and uncultivated forestsand hilllands border- 
ing the Amurand Ussuri rivers. When they 
first appeared in the neighbourhood of the 
mines in question, during the early part of 
thesummer of this year, the desperadoes wore 
heavy beards on their faces and were, in 
consequence, called ‘t Hu-fei” or Bearded 
Desperadves, by the people on the borders. 
The Muho gold mines are under the inan- 
agership of an expectant prefect of Hupeh 
named Chou Mien (the right-hand man of 
Shéng Hsuan-huai, when Taotai of Chefoo 
and then of Tientsin.—Zanslator). This 
official upon receiving telegraphic orders 
from the memorialist in obedience to his 
Majesty's commands, at once put himself 
at the head of the battalions stationed at the 
gold inines, and in the beginning of August 
last, placed himself in communication with 
the Commanders of the Chinese regiments 
detailed to crush the ‘‘ Bearded” Despera- 
does who were reported to be preparing 
to invade the Muho gold mines by 
way of the northern approaches, Arriving 
at the city of Aiyiin, Chou Mien met 
General Wu Chin-k’uei, and having joined 
forces decided to charter a number of 
merchant junks to embark their troops, 
which, being towed by the steam launches 
belonging to the mines used for patrolling 
the adjacent rivers, the flotilla arrived in 
safety ata hill town called Kuanyinshan. 
Here it was learned that the government 
troops detached to oppose the bandits in- 
vading the region tw the south of the mines, 
had defeated the latter who had therefore 


retreated down theSungari river, RAIE/L. 


pillaging and devastating as they went, and 
had also plundered several merchant junks 
en route. As regards operations in this 
region, meniorialist eventually received in- 
telligence that General Cha-K’é-tan-pu, 
Commandant of the Ch‘ichen cavalry 
brigade (Tartar cavalry), had successfully 
opposed the bandits at Chuhao river with o 
battalion of cavalry under its Commandant, 
Ch‘un Shan, and had prevented further 
progreas of the desperadoes ata place called 
Mulanta, with a Tartar foot battalion under 
its Commandant, Ting Lu. In the first 
named encounters, Ch‘un Shau had fought 
the bandits in three consecutive battles, 
killing twenty odd desperadoes, while in 
the second, Ting Lu’s infantry had captured 
two bandit chiefs, nicknamed Erh Yen- 
wang (‘Pluto Number 2”) and Pei Pa- 
t‘ien (‘* Holder of the Northern Heavens,” 
4.e.. one who has succeeded iu conquering 
in conflict every northern who has had 
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the temerity to pit himself against this 
man), and had also slain in battle some 
dozen or fifteen of the bandits. In 
the battle of Mulanta, Ting Lu further 
captured a large banner, thirty odd muskets, 
and several modern magazine rifles and 
revolvers, and also released from captivity 
four men whom the bandits had kept for 
ransom. In this encounter only two 
soldiers were seriously wounded. The 
bandits retreated to the region south of 
the river (Amur). Near Hulan, also, a 
number of bandits were reported to have 
been captured by the local military, and 
these with the two chiefs noted above 
were ordered by mewvorialist to be sum- 
marily executed on the spot where they 
were captured. N-ws was then received 
that a large band of desperadoes had 
appeared at Sansing and orders were 
at once sent to oppose them and drive 
them northwards. On the 21st, 22nd, and 
23rd of October last, an infantry (Tartar) 
battalion under Fu Pao-ch‘ang, alieutenant 
of the Imperial Guards, met the bandits 
at Nantienmén (‘‘Southern gate of Heaven,” 
and the Stone Quarries, evidently a hill 
pass.-—-Translator), and in the battles which 
ensued killed twenty-eight and captured 
six of the bandits together with thirty odd 
rifles, muskets and revolvers, and releascd 
from captivity three prisoners held by 
the desperadoes. Only two soldiers lost 
their lives on this occasion. ‘I'he bandits 
than retreated into the forest skirt- 
ing the hille to the north. Here Fu Pao- 
ch‘ang met and joined force with the 
cavalry brigade of General Cha-K‘é-tan-pu, 
which have been compelled to abandon 
their horses owing to the virgin forests and 
difficult hill country and streams to be 
traversed in pursuit of the bandits. On 
the 23rd of October a second battle was 
fought in which the said General was 
severely wounded on the left temple by a 
musket ball. One soldier was killed and 
another wounded in this fight, and over 
thirty muskets taken as well as seventeen 
of the bandits, while some forty of them 
were slain in battle. The troops were so 
enraged at their General being so severely 
wounded by the bandits that they decapi- 
tated their seventeen prisoners on the 
battlefield in sight of the enemy. The’ 
above is a correct account of what occurred 
in August and Octuber during the opera- 
tions against the bandits attempting to 
invade Kuanyinshan and the gold mines on 
the southern side, and the troops engaged 
in the above operations were Tartar de- 
tachments specially sent from Tsitsihar, 
the capital of Heilungchiang, for that 
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purpose. As tothe bandits who attempted 
in the early pa't of the summer to invade 
Kuanyinshan and the gold mines by way 
of the northern approaches as noted in the 
commencement of this memorial, it appears 
that although General Wang Huai-sen 
and his colleagues commanding the Chinese 
battaliona (as opposed to the Tartar —Trans- 
ator) succeeded at the time in driving off 
the Bearded Desperadoes northwards, it 
eventually transpired that the latter had 
not retreated far off, but had occupied 
themselves with plundering the villages 
on the river banks, and a number of 
grain junks belonging to the people. The 
bandits even went so far as to send back 
marauding parties as far as Kuanyinshan to 
find out what the military officers there 
were doing, doubtless intending to make 
another descent into the mining districts, 
Memorialistaccordingly telegraphed toChou 
Mien, at the mines, to proceed with his 
troops at once to join the Chinese Com- 
mandant Wu Chin K‘uei, and as already 
noted above, the two having juined forces 
encamped at Kuanyinshan, to be prepared 
for active operations against the bandits 
hovering in the vicinity of thattcwn. The 
joint commanders then left seven-tenths 
of their forces at Kuanyinshan to guard 
against future incursions of the enemy, 
while with a reconnoitring force of 170 
picked soldiers who had volunteered for 
hard and dangerous service, Chou and Wu 
started on the 7th of August in some junks 
towed by s'eam launches 'o se+k for the 
enemy. Upon arriving at a place called 
Haiierhku, the expedition metnine merchant 
junks the crews of which reported that 
some distance lower down the river there 
was a large junk filled with bandits armed 
with magazine riffes preparing ty come up 
the river. Ags it was too dark at the time 
and the junkmen ignorant of the channel, 
Chou and Wu decided to wait until morn- 
ing before steaming down tho river to moet 
the bandits. On the 9th of the month, 
the expedition started down river and on 
the way inet a large junk which reported 
that they had been overhauled and plun- 
dered by the bandits, who, app»rently lad 
heard of the approach of our forces and 
were retreating towards the mouth of the 
Ussuri river. On the next day (10th) 
Chou Mien arrived at the mouth of this 
river at a place called Ilaké. Here they 
heard that the bandits had fought two war 
junks further down the river, but owing 
to the many streams which branched out 
from this river it was impossible to find 
out the spot where the encounter had taken 
place, and aid could not be sent especially 


as the water was very shallow in some of 
them. Here Wu Chin-K‘uei remained to 
prevent further egress of the bandits while 
Chou Mien and his men in the junks 
started slowly down past the mouth 
of the Ussuri. He had not gone very 
far in, when some of the bandit juke 
were seen in the distance in battle array 
fighting some war junks. Chou Mien at 
once opened fire. The bandits being taken 
on all sides were defeated, a large number 
being drowned in attempting to escape to 
the shore. One large junk was captured the 
rest of the bandits escaping in small junks. 
After numerous encounters in the forests, 
hill lands, and small streams in this region 
occupyingover one monthand over acountry 
some 400 miles in extent, in which over 300 
bandits were killed and a large number 
crxptured and executed, their org«nisation 
was finally broken and memorialist is now 
able to report that the whole region to the 
nerth and the south of the Muho gold 
mines is now pacificated and the country 
clear of all bandit bands, especially those 
termed the ‘* Bearded” Desperadoes who 
have apparently been exterminated by the 
energy and bravery of Chou Mien, and the 
Tartar and Chinese Commandants of the 
cavalry and iufantry battalions of Heiling- 
chiang. Rewards are prayed for on behalf 
of the deserving officers named above.— 
Rescript: Referred to the Boards concerned. 


13th December. . ° 


THE BRIGADIER-GENERALSHIP OF LAKE 
BARKUL. . 


Jao Ying-ch‘i, acting Governor of Chi- 
nese Turkestan, reports the death of Chang 
Huni-yii, the Brigadier-General designated 
of Paliktun (Lake Barkul) northeast of 
Urumtsi, and asks that an officer. be sent 
at once to fill that .post, as it is one of 
great importance. ‘The deceased had been 
appointed, previous to his last promotion, 
to raise a brigade called the Hsinsheng 
Brigade at Hami, and lead the newly 
raised troops to reinforce the army fighting 
against the Mahommedan rebels inside the 
Great Wall. Owing to over exertion and 
his anxiety to r:ise xs soon as possible his 
new brigade, the strain was too much for 
the deceased othcer who died on the 7th 
of October last at Hami, just as he had 
finished his work and had received orders to 
proceed to Barkul to take over his new post. 
‘The memorialist greatly regrets the untime- 
ly death of »n able and brave officer and 
conjointly with T'ao Mu, Viceroy of Shen- 
Kan, and Chang Chun, Provincial Com- 
mander-in-chief. of Chinese Turkestan, 
prays that the usual posthumous honours 
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may be granted the deceased officer, and 
that his successor be appointed at once in 
order that a post .of such importance as 
Barkul be not neglected by the non- 
a; pointm.-nt of a substantive officer to the 
place.—Reseript: A special eclict will be 
issued in this connection. 


14th December. 
No papers of interest. 


15th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Tue other day the Censor, Sun Wu- 
ch‘ien, denounced Ch‘ien Kuang, Manchu 
Brigade-General of Miyiin, Chihli province, 
on the ground of incapacity and culpable 
conduct. We therefore sent Jung Ln, 
Assistant Grand Secretary, ete., and Hsii 
Ying-kuei, President of the Board of 
Works, to Miyiin ts investigate into the 
said charges. Their report is now before 
us, in which it is stated that the charge of 
app'opriating the wages of the troops for 
his own ends has nut been proved, but that 
the said Brigade-General was culpable for 
still retaining in his yamén his concubine’s 
brother, L:u Tien-yung, although the latter 
had already been commanded by the Vice- 
roy of Chihlito be deported from the pro- 
vince. Further, that two of his servants 
who had been charged by the said censors 
with having received bribes were wanting, 


when called to appear before the investi-- 


gating High Commissioners, the said 
Brigade-General declaring that he had 
already dismissed them and could not pro- 
duce them, and declaring further that they 
were not guilty of the charges made against 
them, etc. We, however, can scarcely 
believe this story and we must therefore 
hand the accused General to the Board of 
War for determination of an adequate 
penalty. As for Ying Ch'ien-ch‘eng, the 
district magistrate of Miyiin, as he has 
already been penalised by the Board for 
adulterating the rice of the troops, there is 
no necessity of dealing further with his case 
as suggested by the Censor in question. 


16th and 17th December. 
No papers of interest. 


18th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Féng Wén-yii is appointed a sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand S-cretariat with 
the brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Bites. 

(2) Jung Lung is appointed Brigade- 
General of the Hanchun or Chinese Banner 
troops of Canton, 


19th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ming An is appointed Lieutenant- 
General of the sianchu Bordered Blue 
Banner organisation, 

(2) Jung Huei is appointed Lievtenant- 
General of the Mongol White Banner 
organisation. 


20th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Féng Wén-yii who has been appoint- 
ed a sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secre- 
tariat with the brevet rank of a Vice- 
President of the Buard of Rites, is com- 
manded to continue, until further orders, 
acting Senior Vice-President of the Court 
of Censors, and actiog Vice-President cf 
the Imperial Clan Court. 

(2) The Boards of Revenue and Civil 
Appointments are commanded to deliberate 
over the recommendations of the Censor 
Wang Péng-yun, asking that the sale of 
official ranks be entirely stopped, and that 
the tribute rice hitherto transported to 
Peking by the Grand Canal, be changed to 
transport by sea, either by junks or the 
Chiua Merchants’ 8. N. Co.’s steamers. 


21st December, 

. IMPERIAL DECREE, 

.The commoner Hsii Lun, who appealed 
to us during the Imperial Progress outside 
the Pa‘ace this morning, is to be handed 
over to the Beard of Punishments, the 
Ministers of which are hereby commanded 
to make a strict investigation into the 
facts of the said appellant’s case, and 
then report to us the result. 

No papets of interest. 


22nd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the report of the 
Board of Civil Appointments commanded, 
the other day, to decide as to the penalties 
to be imposed on the Board of Comp- 
trollers-General of the Imperial Household 
Department, the special Comptrollers- 
General of the Ninyshou Palace and the 
Household officials connected with the said 
Palace, for neglect of duty in permitting a 
series of thefts to be committed in that 
Palace, whereby much valuable: furniture, 
and ornaments and antique curiosities were 
stolen, in regard to which an edict has 
already been issued by us, it has been 
recommended that Huai’ T‘a-pu and Li 
Shan, C: mptrollers-General of the Imperial 
Household Department and sprcial Comp- 
trollers-General of the Ningshou Palace, 
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be cashiered and dismissed for their negli- 
gence. We, however, exercise the Imperial 
prerogative of clemency in this matter, and 
mercifully commute the sentence to depri- 
valion of rank, but they are to be retained 
in their present posts. As for the penal- 
ties for the rest of the Board of Cump- 
trollers-General of the Imperial Househo'd 
Departw-ent, viz:—Ch‘i Hsiv, Ch‘ung 
Kuang, Wén Lin, and Shih Shu, it has been 
recommended, that they be deprived of 
three steps of rank and transferred to some 
other posts relative to their reduced rank 
for their participation in lack of vigilance 
in guarding the Sacred Precincts from 
thieves and outsiders. We also commute 
the sentences pronounced against the above 
Ministers, by commanding that they be 
deprived of three steps of rank as recom- 
mended, but be retained in office as 
_ heretofore, 

Vote. —The Ningshou Palace is the special 
Palace set apart for the use of Her Imperial 
Majesty Tsti Hai, etc., the Emyress-Dow- 
ager. Two eunuchs and an outsider were 
arrested in connection with the above-noted 
thefts (vide previous translations of Gazette) 
for which one eunuch and the outsider were 
summarily decapitated, while the other 
eunuch was banished to Heilungchiang 
province on the Amur river.—Translator. 

(2) Niu Yun-ch‘eng, is appointed Bri- 
gadier-General of the Palik'un (Lake 
Barkoul) Military Circuit of Chinese ‘Tur- 
keetan. 

Note.—General Niu was the successful 
commander whose exertions and bravery 
prevented the invasion of Turkestan by 
some 80,000 Kansu Mshommedans and 
their families in May, 1896. Vide ** The 
End of the Rebellion in Kansu and 
Turkestan,” Gazette Translations.—Trans- 
lator. 

(3) We have received the report of 
Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
announcing great distress amongst the 
inhabitants of Suiting (Suifu) ete., and 
stating that he has opened a Relief Fund 
to assist the sufferers. It appears that 
owing to the incessant rains last autumn in 
Szechuan, especially in the three prefectures 
of Suiting, K ‘ueichou, and Yiinyang, the said 
prefectures being in the vicinity of high 
surrounding hills, were speedily inundated 
by the overflow from the mountains, there- 
by causing not only serious destruction of 
the crops but a number of houses were 
buried in the débris brought down from 
the hills, etc. We feel profound sympathy 
for our poor inhabitants in Szechuan, and 
therefore command the said Viceroy to use 
every exertion in trying to alleviate the 


distress. We would also earnestly enjoin 
upon the local magistrates, who stand in 
their relation to the people as the parents 
of the latter, to exercise all watchful bene- 
volence for those under them, so that no 
case of real distress may be allowed to 
escape the notice of those distributing 
relief to the people. As for the rest of 
the said Viceroy’s memorial let the Boards 
concerned take due note thereof. 


23rd December. 


IMPERIAL DECRER. 


Appointing a large number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations. 

24th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(J) The Board of Rites is commanded to 
report on the memorial of the Censor 
Sung Peh-lu recommending that changes 
be made in the programme of examinations 
on the 3rd day of the Great Triennials for 
literary degrees of chiijén and chinshih 
(Provincial and Metropolitan degrees) and 
that the old theses be changed into subjects 
requiring knowledge of modern history, 
science, and mathematics, etc. 

(2) We havo received the memorial of 
the Censor Chang Clixo-lan suggesting the 
urgency of requiring the va‘ious Viceroys, 
Governors, and Provincial Commanders-in- 
Chief of the empire to send in their 
annual reports at once giving the actual 
numbers of troops under them, their effi- 
ciency, condition, etc., in accordance with 
law. We would note that there has been 
a lamentable lack of attention amongst our 
high provincial officers in thia matter, and 
this not only delays the work of the Boards 
of Warand Revenue in their annual reports, 
but also leaves us in the dark as to what 
armies we have in the country and what 
dependence could be made on them, ete. 
The memorial of the said Censor is there- 
fore an important one and we hereby com- 
mand that the Boards concerned send our 
edict on the matter without delay t» the 
said high officers. And, further, if any 
more delay be made the said Boards are 
hereby commanded to report to us and 
severely denounce the delinquents there- 
in. let there be no delay ! 

(3) Wén Tséng is appointed Junior 
Master of H»rse. 


25th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received the memorial of Prince 
Ch‘ing praying that the newly appointed 
Brigade-General of the Hanchun Banne, 
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force of Canton, Yung Lung, be p-rmitted 
to stay in Peking and complete some work 
belonging to the Peking Field Force 
which he had been detailed to oversee, 
before starting for his new post in Canton, 
etc. We hereby grant the prayer and 
command Hsing Ch‘un, the Brigade- 
General of the Manchu Banner force of 
Canton to act in Yung L ng’s place ad 
interim. 


26th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
P‘u Liang who reports that while holding 
the post of Junior Vice-Commissioner of 
Octroi at the Chung-wén gate of Peking 
during the past twelve months, he has 
been able to collect sufficient to make up 
the regular amount of duties required by 
the Board of Revenue for the one year’s 
term of office, but as regards the sur- 
plus required he has not been able to 
collect that amount, etc., let the Board 
concerned investigate and report to us. 

(2) A K‘%-tan, Senior Vice-Commissioner 
of Octroi, also sends in a similar report. 
The Board concerned is also commanded to 
investigate and report thereon. 

(3) The Censor Ch‘eng Ping-ho sends 
us an account of the deplorable state of 
affairs in the Empire in which he charges 
the department and local nagistrates of the 
various provinces of being notoriously lazy 
aud ever ready to shirk responsibility, 
especially in regard to cases of robbery 
and murder. Cases, even, have been 
known to occur where brigands have open- 
ly and in daytime attacked and plundered 
towns and villages and private families of 
wealth, in which the local authorities 
concerned have had the audacity to compel 
the persons aggrieved to make affidavits 
to the contrary, calling a case of sheer 
robbery ‘‘only a case of theft,” and 
similar attempts to shirk responsibility 
and the trouble of searching for the robbers, 
and spending money on rewards for their 
capture. If such be the atute of the 
Empire at the present day, mattere have 
ceutainly come to a pret'y pass! It is 
therefore incumbent upon our Viceroys 
and Governors and their colleagues to 
make careful note of everything going on 
under them and to enjoin the local authori- 
ties to exercise vigilance and care in search- 
ing for robbers and clearing the country of 
the pests. If attempts at concealment and 
shirking of responsibility be in the future 
reported to them, they (the Viceroys, etc.,) 
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robbers within the period granted by law 
in cases of robbery and murder, the said 
Viccroys, etc., are not allowed to conceal 
or grant faveur to the delinquents but 
severely denounce them so that the full 
extent of the law may he dealt out to them 
in such cases. For in this way only can we 
clear the official atmosphere of such un- 
desirable representatives of the law. 


27th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With ref-rence to the memorial of 
the Censor, Lien Sheng, and his col'eagues 
asking th»t adequate promoti ns be given 
tn energetic members of the gentry and 
officers of the city police, for their efforts 
in capturing a number of notorious brigands 
who had infested the Imperial Prefecture, 
the Board of Civil Appointments is hereby 
commanded to take the list of names sent 
to us by the said Censor and report thereon 
to us. 

(2) We have read the report of P‘u Lin 
stating that the fir trees at the Eastern 
Mausoleum are badly suffering from the 
ravages of insects, etc., and that the 
late severe weather had not bettered 
things in this line, etc. We hereby com- 
mand the Vice-Presidents of the Board of 
Works, Ch‘ang Sui and Ying Nien, to go 
with all haste and carefully examine the 
state of the grounds and trees in the 
eastern Mausoleum, and in conjunction with 
P‘u Lin take the necessary steps to remedy 
matters. They are also commanded to take 
with them an extra force of Guards to the 
Mausoleum to help in killing the said pests. 

(3) Lu Pao-chung is appointed Senior 
Director of the Supervisorate of Instruction 
of the Heir Apparent. 

(4) Vhe Tangut Prince, of the 4th Order, in 
command of the Cholussii Banner Reserva- 
tion of Mongols, is hereby giveo the rank of 
an officer of the 2nd class of our Personal 
Body Guards, with privilege to do duty at 
the Main Gate of the Palace. 

28th December. 
No papers of interest. 
29th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chang Ch‘ung-hsing is appointed 
Censor of the Honan Provincial Circuit. 

(2) We have received the report of the 
Board of War in which it is announced 
that after due deliberation the said Board 
had decided that the penalty that should 
be conferred on Ch‘ien Kuang, Brigade 
General of the Manchu Banner Force of 


are to denounce the recalcitrant magistrates ; Miyun, Chihli, is that he should be degraded 


tous, and if the latter fail to capture the 


by three steps of ravk and transferred to 


142 


[Drc, 29—31. 


some lower post. We hereby confirm the 
sentence and command that the penalty 
shall not be allowei any commutation by 
‘setting off’ good marks against the bad. 


Note.—This officer is punished for laziness 
and taking the pay «f the troops, not 
however for himself, but for public uses, 
thereby overstepping his own powers. It 
will be remembered (see Guzette transla- 
tions of September-December) that he had 
denounced the Chihsien of Miyun for hav- 
ing adulterated the rice for distribution 
to the troops. This magistrate evidently 
had “friends at Court,” for although 
degraded for the offence, he also turned 
the tables upon his accuser by getting a 
Censor to accuse the latter in turn.— 
Translator. 


(3) We have read the report of Liao 
Shou-heng and Hsiang Lin, Directors- 
General of the Imperial Granaries at 
T‘ungchou and Peking, announcing the 
safe arrival of all the tribute rice for 1896 
at destination, whether ly China Mer- 
chants’ §.N. Co.’s steamers, sea-going 
junks, or canal boats. We hereby com- 
mand that the two Director-Generals be 
handed to the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments fur determination of adequate hon- 
ours for their success in their duties, 
and that the said Board also examine the 
list of deserving officers connected with 
the Tribute Transport Department, and 
report to us the promotions to be granted 
toeach. As for the postscript memorinl of 
the said high officers eulogising the ability 
and energy of Lu Yuan-ting, the Grain 
Intendant of Kiangsu, the said Buard is als» 
commanded to determine what ade- quate 
honours may be conferred on that officer. 

(4) Appointing a large number of officers 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial Admin- 
istrations. 


30th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Té Ming, Assistant Military Governor 
of Ch‘ahar, reports that although his leave 
of absonce is about to expire he is still 
suffering from sickness and therefore prays 
that he may be allowed to resign, etc. 
His request is granted and he is allowed to 


return to his Banner Reservation to recrvit 
his health, 

(2) Ch'ung Huan, Military Governor of 
Uhiasutai (North Kuldja), accuses A-chi- 
erh-sé-té-tan-tsa-mu-ta‘u, Duke of Ti and 
senior noble of the Paké league of Mongol 
tribes, of having used the excuse of dred- 
ging the waterway and irrigation canals of 
his league to force a contribution of ‘1s. 
8,000 from each of the tribes of his league, 
thus benefiting his own pockets. We here- 
by command that the money be refunded 
by the said Duke, and that he be turned 
over to the Mongolian Superintenden-y 
for determination of most severe penal- 
ties. With reference to a postscript 
memorial from the said Military G-- 
vernor to the effect that the said 
Mongol Duke had abruptly left for K‘obdo 
without waiting for the Imperial Rescript, 
and that when the memorialist sent officers 
to recall him he defied them, etc., we 
hereby command the Imperial Resident 
at K‘obds to arrest the said Duke and 
compel him to return at once to his own 
League Reservation at Uliasutai. Let 
there be no laxity displayed in executing 
our commands. 

(3) Su Lu-lun is appointed. Brigade 
General of Miyun, Chihli, vice Ch‘ien 
Kuang, degraded. Yung Lung is appointed 
Lieutenant-General of the Bordered Yellow 
Hanchnn Banner organisation, Peking, and 
Ch‘un Lin is appointed Brigade-Geieral of 
the Hanchun Banner Force of Canton, vice 
Yung Lung transferred as above. 

31st December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officers to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations. 

(2) Pu Liang is transferred to the Lieut- 
enant-Generalship of the Manchu Bordered 
Red Banner organisation, and Hsin K‘6 
is appointed to the same post in the 
Bordered White Hanchun Banner organi- 
sation. : 

(3) As an extra act of clemency we 
hereby give’ Ch‘ien Kuang (degraded Bri- 
gade-General of Miyun, vide abnve) the 
rank of an officer of the Imperial Body- 
Guard of the 3rd class with privilege to do 
duty at the Chientsing gate of the Palace. 


